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LESSON ONE 

THE OBJECT OF TAROT PRACTICE 

If you trill stop for a moment to consider 
the chain of circumstances -which led to your 
reading these words, you will discover one 
primary motive— your desire for inner en- 
lightenment. Even though you approach this 
study with a measure of skepticism, wondering 
how the claims made as to the effectiveness 
of Tarot can be substantiated, your interest 
is evidence of your basic spiritual urge to 
seek light. 

This light-seeking impulse is the first 
requisite for success with Tarot. This, and 
a strong determination to persist in the 
step-by-step mastery of the details of the 
work explained in the course, -will enable you 
to make the most of ycur study. 

The very fact that you are reading this 
lesson is proof that you are ready for it, 
because nothing ever happens by accident. 
One fundamental principle of Ageless Wisdom 
is that when a pupil is ready, his instruc- 
tion va.ll be forthcoming. 

This course on TAROT FUNDAMENTALS will 
show you how to use the Tarot Keys for the 
purpose of evoking thought. Thus you will 
bring to the surface of your consciousness, 
vdiere you can recognize and understand them, 
those great principles of practical oocultism 
which lie hid in the hearts of all mankind. 

All these principles are based on a single 
truth. Knowledge of this truth is innate in 
every human being; but not until it has been 
brought into the light of consciousness, is 
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it available for use. Over the portals of 
ancient temples, therefore, was the motto, 
"KNOW THYSELF." For the same reason it is 
written: "Seek ye first the kingdom of Sod," 
and, "The kingdom of God is within you," 

Rich symbolism and ingenious construction 
make Tarot one of the best instruments for 
true occult education, that is, for drawing 
out the wisdom hidden within you. Understand 
at the very beginning that the Tarot Keys do 
not put something into your consciousness. 
They call forth -what is already there. 

The practical instruction of this course 
will aid you to develop an intelligent grasp 
of the meanings of these Keys. Into your 
hands will be put clues which will enable you 
to use Tarot in order to gain a deep working 
understanding of the laws of life. You must 
follow these clues yourself. Then Tarot will 
bring out the knowledge which is within you, 
and this knowledge is more important to you 
than anything else. 

To each prospeotor in this inexhaustible 
mine of Ageless Wisdom, persevering study 
will reveal what might never be found by an- 
other seeker. No matter how high may be his 
source of information, no interpreter may say 
truthfully, "This is the full and final mean- 
ing of Tarot." 

There can be no final explanation. No 
student will ever exhaust the possibilities 
of this extraordinary symbolic alphabet, any 
more than one person can exhaust the possi- 
. bilities of a language. 

There is, however, a definite manner in 
which to approach the study of these Keys, 
as there are tunnels which lead to the heart 
of a mine. In the earlier part of tuft! 
course you will be provided with sa mapj, or 
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plan. Then you must enter the mine of Tarot 
yourself, and dig out your peculiar treasure. 

You will begin by mastering the elements 
of the esoteric language of symbols in which 
the mysteries of Tarot have been preserved. 
Every lesson of this course will enable you 
to make definite progress in this part of the 
work. 

Pay particular attention to every detail 
of procedure. Follow the instruction, just 
as it is given. Whatever you are told to do, 
you can carry out with clear conscience* and 
in the certain conviction that it will be for 
your good. 

As the results of your practice begin to 
make themselves manifest, you will be agree- 
ably surprised by the changes effected in 
your personality. You will find yohrself 
developing greater ability to concentrate. 
Your perceptions will be keener,. You will 
deepen and broaden your comprehension of 
yourself, and of the meaning of your various 
experiences. 

Mere perusal of the lessons as they come 
to you will be almost useless. You might 
better save your time and money. Determine 
to divote a certain period to this work every 
day. Then you may expect the best results, 
"Cut of nothing, nothing cometh," In simple 
justice to yourself, prepare to enter into 
the spirit of Tarot practice. 

Do not delude yourself into believing you 
lack time for this worlp. It is absurd to say 
you have no time for what is, after all, the 
most important thing in your life 0 Your own 
spiritual growth is more worthy of considera- 
tion than anything else. You probably prove 
this every day of your li_fe, by seeking con- 
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tinually for greater enlightenment. You read 
books*. You talk to people about it. You 
attend lectures and meetings. Yet fifteen 
minutes devoted to Tarot study, every day, 
can promote your growth more than hours of 
other activities. The one part of your day 
you cannot possibly afford to miss is your 
Tarot period. 

Your first practical exercise will be to 
commit to memory the eleven statements of The 
Pattern on the Trestleboard, whioh is enclos- 
ed' with this lesson. These are the words of 
one of the great leaders of the Inner Sohool, 
They are based on an ancient esoteric text, 
Ccmmit them to memory in the following 
manners Read the entire Pattern several times 
from beginning to end. Do not attempt to 
learn it a little at a time. Persist until 
you suoceed in committing the whole* Then 
fix it, by writing out the Pattern, Use pen 
and ink, or a f ountai n-pea, 1 'not a pencil. 

This, by the way, is the easiest* and 
quickest way to memorize. Take care to use 
it for this first practice. Then you will 
have made a correct beginning in learning how- 
to organize your conscious processes. 

This, remember, is a pattern , not a boast- 
ful declaration of personal attainment. The 
truth it utters is about the SELF, the cosmio 
Life-power behind and above all personal man- 
ifestations. It is said to be "on the 
trestleboard," because in the old terminology 
of the building crafts, a trestleboard is a 
sort of table, on which are laid plans for 
the guidance of the -workmen. 

Say the Pa ttern every morning on rising, 
and every night before going to sleep. Be 
sure you do this, whether you like it or not. 
Guard againstsautomatic, parrot-like repeti- 
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tions. Think the meaning of every sentence* 
Make this same effort every time you recite 
the Pattern, It will aid you to discover the 
deeper meanings* 

The next lesson will help you gain more 
insight into the truths behind these eleven 
sentences. The key is to be found in the 
numbering of the statements* Thus next week’s 
lesson will really extend your study of the 
Pattern * As a preparation* get a notebook as 
soon as you finish reading this lessen* 

Then think over -what you have read* and 
jot down any ideas which erne into your mind* 
As you proceed tvith your daily study* contin- 
ue to use the notebook* Make the entries 
short* but make them* and date; them* 

This notebook is important* It is your 
occult diary* Every scientific researcher 
keeps records* You must do the same. This 
book will be of great value in your later 
work. To slight it will be to defeat one main 
v purpose of this instruction. 

Use it at every regular study period, and 
make an entry theg* wren if you smst rocond^a 
failure to work at the time scheduled. You 
will need this diary in order to make reports 
from time to time* and you will find that its 
contents have other uses* as time goes on, 
KEEP IT IN A SECURE PLACE* AND DO NOT SHOT IT 
TO ANYONE. 

This week, spend your study periods as 
follows: 

1. Memorise the Pattern . When you have 
it by heart, always begin a study period by 
reciting it, 

2, Read this lesson through, slowly* and 
if possible, read it aloud, 

S, Use the rest of the time to look over 
your Tarot Keys. You cannot be too familiar 
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with them. If any Key seems particularly 
attractive to you, make a note of it in your 
occult diary, along with the reason, if you 
have one. If you have an aversion for any 
particular Key, note that also, and what you 
suppose to be the reason* If a Key suggests 
art idea to you, however vague, reoord it* 

With the third of these lessons you will 
begin coloring your Keys, in accordance with 
instructions embodying certain corrections to 
those in HIGHLIGHTS GF TAROT. You must have 
colored Keys* on account of the symbology of 
colors* 

When you color your own Keys, they take on 
something of your own personality* They 
become inseparably linked v/ith you. The work 
demands attention, and this will impress the 
details of every picture on your memory, and 
build Tarot into your very brain cells. 

Making the Tar.ot Keys part of your very 
flesh and blood must be your aim. It i3 what 
makes possible all the subtler and more 
potent utilizations of this alphabet of Age- 
less Wisdom* 

Remember, you are not aiming primarily at 
making your Keys works of art. Do them as 
well as you can. Whatever skill you may de- 
velop in using paints and brushes will prove 
to be of use to you, if ever you unfold into 
a truly proficient practical occultist. 

Tarot on the table, or in your bookcase, 
is just a set of pictures printed on paste- 
board* Tarot built into your brain is a 
living instrument, through which you can make 
oontact with sources of knowledge and power 
greater than you realize now* Coloring your 
own Keys builds this inside Tarot quicker and 
better than arything else* 
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LESSON TT'O 

THE SYMBOLISM OF NUMBERS 

Number symbols represent truths immanent 
in all things, and manifest in all phenomena. 
The scieno© of number is the foundation of 
every other department of human knowledge. 
Resolve to master thoroughly its elements, 
presented in this lessen. Thus will you pre- 
pare your mind to under stand principles and 
laws which you will apply to bring yourself 
into harmony with the rhythms of the cosmic 
life. The same principles to whieh the sci- 
ence of numbers is a key will make you ruler 
of your personality, and free you from re- 
stricting limitations in your environment. 

Let no fancied inaptitude or dislike for 
mathematics deter you from entering seriously 
into this study. You need net be quick at 
figures. You require no natural bent for 
abstruse abstractions. Set to work, and you 
can master the main points in a short time. 
Then practice will make you proficient in the 
various applications ef these principles. 

The numeral symbols, from 0 to 9, repre- 
sent successive stages in every cycle of the 
Life-power ’ s self-expression, whether on the 
grand scale of the cosmos, or on the smaller 
scale of personal unfoldment. The order in 
the numeral series reflects an order whieh 
prevails throughout creation. 

It is therefore an aneieat doctrine that 
the Master Builder has ordered all things by 
number, measure and weight. Everywhere the 
properties of number are manifest, 'whether in. 
the whirling of electrons within an atom, er. - 
in the arrangement of parts in a living body. 
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Thus a famous relativist is reported to have 
said: "Number is one of the few things in the 
universe which is not relative," 

This lesson will attempt nothing like an 
exhaustive treatment of number symbolism. 
For the present, an outline of the basic 
meanings of the numeral signs will suffice. 
As you proceed vdtb your studies, you will 
gather a great deal more inf ormation about 
numbers and their significance. 

Some of the attributions may not seem 
elear, the first time you read them, A few 
may even strike you as being far-fetched or 
arbitrary. Do not let this disturb you. 
Keep your purpose in view. You are learning 
number symbols because they are the basis of 
the occult language used by initiates to 
transmit their knowledge from generation to 
generation. Even if the symbols were purely 
arbitrary (which they ore not), you must know 
their traditional interpretations in order to 
understand the esoteric language of the mys- 
teries. Ro satisfactory substitute for this 
language has been devised. By means of it, 
two initiates may carry on a long conversa- 
tion, even though neither knows a word of the 
other’s native tongue. By means of a few 
lines and figures, an adept can express more 
meaning than he could pack into pages of 
words. 

IThen you have memorized the basic ideas of 
this numeral system, you will begin to see 
the connections between them and others re- 
lated to them, ^n this lesson, the key- ideas 
are printed in capitals at the beginning of 
every paragraph of attributions. The other 
meanings follow. An important part of your 
mental training is to trace out the links of 
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association which join, the key-words to the 
others in the same paragraph. Be sure you do 
this. 

In Lesson 1, you learned that there is a 
connection between the numbers and the corre- 
sponding sentences of The Pattern on the 
Trestleb oard . The key-words in the Pattern 
are capitalized, and there is a sense in 
which every key-word may be taken as the name 
of the corresponding number. 

MEANINGS OF THE NUMERAL SIGNS 

0. NO-THING; the undifferentiated Power 
preceding all manifestation; absence of 
quantity, quality, or mass; freedom frcm 
every limitation; changelessness; the 
unknown, immeasurable, unfathomable, in- 
finite, eternal Source, the P.oatless 
Root of all oreation; the sacred ellipse 
representing the endless line of Eterni* 
ty; the Cosmic Egg; Superconsciousness, 

1. BEGINNING; first in the numeral series, 
because 0 stands f «r that -which precedes 
manifestation, and is therefore not in- 
cluded in any series; inoeptien; initia- 
tion; the Pr imal Will ; selection; unity; 
singleness; individuality; attention; 
one-pointedness; concentration; the def- 
inite or manifest, as contrasted with 
the indefinable Source; Self -conscious- 
ness. 

2. DUPLICATION; repetition; W isdom and 
Science; opposition; polarity; antithe- 
sis; succession; sequence; continuation; 
diffusion; separation; radiation; sec- 
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ondariness; subordination; dependence; 
the Subconsciousness. 

3. MULTIPLICATION; increase; growth; aug- 
mentation; expansion; amplification; ex- 
tension; productiveness; fecundity; gen- 
eration; the response of subconscious 
mental activity to self-conscious im- 
pulse, i n the generation of mental 
images; hence. Und erstand ing. 

4. ORDER; system; regulation; management; 
supervision; control; authority; com- 
mand; dominance; the classifying activ- 
ity of self-consciousness, induced by 
the multiplication of mental images pro- 
duced by the response of suboonscious 
mental activity t • self-conscious im- 
pulse; the Cosmic Order considered a s 
the underly ing substa nce manifested in 
every form; Reason, 

5. MEDIATION (an idea suggested by the 
fact that 5 is the middle term in the 
series of signs from 1 to 9); adapta- 
tion; intervention; adjustment; hence 
J ustic e; accomodation; reconciliation; 
result of the classifying activities 
symbolized by 4; subconscious elabora- 
tion of those classifications, and the 
formation of deductions therefrom. Pro- 
jected into the field of self-conscious 
awareness, these deductions are what are 
termed Intuitions. 

6. RECIPROCATION; interchange; correla- 
tion; response; coordination; coopera- 
tion; correspondence; harmony; concord; 
equilibration; symmetry; Beauty* 
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7. EQUILIBRIUM (the result of equilibra- 
tion, the concrete application of the 
lavra of symmetry and reciprocation); 
mastery; poise; rest; conquest; peace; 
safety; security; art; v ictory . 

8. {JEYTHM; periodicity; alternation; vi- 
bration; pulsation; flux and reflux; 
involution and e voluti on; education; 
culture; the response of subconscious- 
ness to everything symbolized by 7. 

9. CQJCLUSICU (literally, "closing togeth- 
er," which implies the union of elements 
which are separate until the conclusion 
is reached, and has special reference to 
meanings attached to 9 through the Tarot 
Key bearing this number); goal; end; 
completion; fulfilment; at tain ment; the 
final result of the process symbolized 
by the series of digits; perfection; 
adeptship; the mystical "three times 
three" of Freemasons, and of other soci- 
eties which preserve sgtio vestiges of 
the ancient mysteries. 


The meaning of a number consisting of two 
or more digits may be ascertained by combin- 
ing the ideas indicated by each symbol, 
beginning always with the digit on the right- 
hand or units place. Thus the number 10 
combines the ideas of 0 and 1, with 1 con- 
sidered as being the agency expressing the 
power represented by 0. Furthermore, since 
10 follows 9, it implies that 9 stands for a 
finality which refers to a single cycle of 
manifestation only. 
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The completion of a cycle is always a 
return to the Eternal No-Thing, 0; but sine* 
0 is essentially changeless in its inherent 
nature, the Eternal Source is eternally a 
self -manifesting power. Consequently, a new 
cycle begins as soon as the preceding cycle 
ends. 

Thus the number 10 symbolizes the eternal 
creativeness of the Life-power, the incessant 
whir 1 ing-f or th of the self-expression of the 
Primal Hill, the ever-turning wheel of mani- 
festation, (See the Tarot Key numbered 10.) 
This makes 10 the number of embodiment, of 
the Kingdom, of Law in action, 10 i"s~also a 
combination of a characteristic feminine sym- 
bol (o) with another recognized the world 
over as masculine (1), 

lienor izo the numbers and the key-words in 
capitals. Get aside ten pages of your occult 
diary. Head each page with one of the numer- 
al signs and its key-word. Then copy oaeh 
paragraph on the meaning of the numeral sym- 
bols. This is important, i'o copy anything 
is to make it more surely yours than ,if yeu 
merely read it. 

As the days pass, whenever you get an idea 
about the meaning of some number, make a note 
of it on the proper page of your book. If 
you come upon anything in your reading, copy 
it under its appropriate heading. 

Do not consult other texts on numbers, or 
look up articles on numbers in magazines, in 
order to fill the pages of your book. Make 
notes of ideas which ccsae to you from your 
own inner consciousness, but copy only what 
seems important, whenever you. encounter it in 
the course of your ordinary reading and 
study. Just at present, do not go in quest 
of numerical information. 
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YfflAT YOU MEED WILL COME TO YOU. It will 
oeme without special effort# ‘You vn.ll be 
astonished at the quantity ef material bear- 
ing upon the significance of numbers which 
will seem to flow in your direction* as if by 
magic. By magic it will be* because your 
work sets going the hidden forces of subcon- 
sciousness, as explained in SEVER STEPS. In 
time, this'seotian en numbers will beocme one 
of the most valuable items in your personally 
constructed reference library of occult sci- 
ence. 

Another gocd practice is to look up the 
exact dictionary definitions of the numbers 
fr-cm 0 to 9, and ef every word in the ten 
paragraphs of explanation given in this les- 
see, This will make you realize that the 
occult science of number is part of the fun- 
damental structure of human thought. You 
will gain a great deal of insight from this 
exereise* 

i 

During your study period^ arrange your 
Tarot Keys thus: 

0 

12 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 IQ 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 2.1 

Examine this tableau carefully, paying 
particular attention te the numbers of the 
Keys, Try to comeet them with the pictures'# 
In the Keys from 10 to 21, try to work 'eufc 
the meanings of the numbers from what you 
have learned concerning the ten symbols. 
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Transcribe your findings and your oonjeo- 
tures into your notebook. Do -this, no matter 
how trivial er yague your first attempts may 
seem, Ycu : Auat make a beginning. These 
first endeavors to formulate ideas for your** 
self are like seeds which will bear a harvest 
of good fruit iater on. 

In the foregoing arrangement of the Tar ft 
Keys, the zero card is placed above the oth- 
ers, : to indicate that No-number, to -which it 
corresponds, is logically superior to, and 
preoedes, the idea of beginning represented 
by 1, ' 0 is also separated from the other 

number symbols because it is . not really in 
the sequence of manifested appearances. 

Number, however far the series may be 
extended, ‘pomes -always te a final member of 
that particular series, beyond whioh there is 
the No-Thing, Between any two mtnbors I»r.a 
series, more ever, nothing intervenes. Thus 
the zero Key of Tarot represents* 

1, Tilhat preoedes the series; 

2, What follows it; 

3, Vfhat may be thought of as occupying 
the plaee of mediator between any two 
©onseeutfive members ef the series. 

To indioate this last idea, Eliphap Levi, 
when he published his intentionally incorrect 
attribution ef the Taret Keys to the letters 
•f the Hebrew" alphabet / placed the zero Key 
between those numbered 20 and 21. 

For your information, though you may not 
be able ter use it now, the seven Keys in the 
top row refer to PG'/ERS er POTENTIALITIES of 
o ons o ious ne s s* Those in the middle row are 
symbols of LAMS er AGENCIES, The Keys in th'e 
bottom row represent CONDITIONS or EFFECTS 
Thus Key 1 is the power whioh works through 
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the agency of Key 8 to modify conditions cr 
effects symbolized by Key 15* 

In this tableau, again, ten pair* of Keys 
balance numerically through 11, the Key named 
Justice, a symbol of equilibrium* Thus 11 is 
one-half the sum of any two numbers which are 
placed diametrically opposite in the tableau, 
such as I and 21, 9 and 13, 6 and 16, and so 
on. Key 11 is both the arithmetical and the 
geometrical center, or mean, between the two 
Keys in each of these ten pairs*, 
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TAROT PDil DAMSN TALS 
LESSON THREE 
THE LIFE-POWER 

The first thing to d*, before you read this 
lesson, is to place Key §, the Fool, before 
you. Observe every detail closely, so that 
you can make mental reference to it as you 
read the lesson. 

Follow an orderly procedure in your examin- 
ation of the Key. Begin with the Hebrew let- 
ter Aleph, printed in the lower right-hand 
corner. Then consider the meaning of the 
titlo. Then look at the number, and mentally 
revievr the meanings you learned from the pre- 
ceding lesson. 

After this, inspect the picture. Begin at 
the upper right-hand corner, and vrqrk progres- 
sively through the design, from right to left, 
and from top to bottom. 

The side of ary Tarot Key on the observer^ 
right corresponds to the direction South. The 
opposite side is North. The background is 
East. The foreground is YJest. Remember this, 
iecause it is an important clue to the exact 
meaning of many Tarot symbols. 

The background, furthermore, usually con- 
tains details which refer to states or causes 
of manifestation, which are thought of as pre- 
ceding what is represented by the details in 
the foreground. The latter usually shows the 
special symbols which have immediate relation 
to the meanings of the letter-, title and num- 
ber of the Key. Details placed in the middle 
distance usually symbolize agencies interven- 
ing between what is suggested by the symbols 
in the background and vrhat is represented by 
those in the foreground. 

Key 0 represents the manner in which the 
Absolute presents itself to the minds of the 
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LESSON THREE 

xrise. The Absolute is THAT concerning which 
nothing nay be positively affirmed. Tie cannot 
define it, because it transcends our finite 
comprehension. Tie may call it the Rootless 
Root of all being, or the Causeless Cause of 
all that is, but these words, or any others we 
may employ, merely point our minds toward the 
Absolute, -without at all adding to our posi- 
itive Knowledge concerning it. 0 Speculation as 
to its essential nature is futile. We shall 
be much better occupied if we turn our thought 
toward a consideration of the ways in which 
the Absolute manifests itself. 

Among names which have been given to this 
manifestation are: Life -power ; the One Force; 
Limitless Light; L.V.X. ; the One Thing; the 
Primal Will. Learn these names. They desig- 
nate the force you use in every thought, in 
every feeling, in every action. To enable you 
to gain a better practical understanding of 
the nature and possibilities Of this force is 
the primary object of this instruction. Your 
advancement will be measured strictly by your 
growing comprehension of the real meaning of 
these terns. 

The first symbol of the Life-pcwer is 0. 
Review now the list of its meanings. Do so 
mentally, if you can. If not, consult page 9 
of Lesson 2. The Life-power is NO-THING. It 
is nothing xre can define, nothing we can meas- 
ure. Yet it really IS, and it is limitless. 

0 looks like an egg, and an egg contains 
potencies of growth and development® As a 
living body is formed inside the shell of an 
egg, and then hatched from it, so is every- 
thing in the universe brought into embodiment 
within the Cosmic Egg of the Life -power. Y/hen 
this process of embodiment is perfected^ and 
only then, it becomes possible to achieve the 
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LESSON THREE 

ultimate liberation, which is union with the 
Absolute itself* But this attainment is far 
beyond our present objective, which is to make 
the best possible use of the potencies of the 
Life-power, wit hin the limits of the ,! Ring- 
Pass-Not M symbolized by the outline of the 
zero sign* 

The Life-power has within it all possibili- 
ties. All manifestation, "every object, every 
force in the universe, is an adaptation of the 
one Life-power* Because its possibilities are 
truly limitless, it may be specialized in any 
particular form of expression the human mind 
can clearly conceive. many extraordinary re- 
sults may be achieved by purely mental means. 

Because the Life-power is the force behind 
growth and development, it is obviously the 
cultural power* This is intimated by the at- 
tribution of the letter Aleph to this Key. 

Aleph means lt bull 1? or n ox. u Oxen we re the 
motive-power in the early civilizations where 
the alphabet of occultism was invented. They 
were used to plow fields, thresh grain, and 
carry burdens. Agriculture is the basis of 
civilization, hence the ox represents the pow- 
er at work in every activity whereby man makes 
use of the forces surrounding him, and adapts 
them to the realization of his purposes. 

Oxen themselves are symbols of this taming 
of natural forces. Every ox begins life as a 
bull. Thus the letter Aleph is a symbol of 
creative energy, and of the vital princi ple* of 
livi ng creatures. This vital principle c ones 
to ^usT in phy sical form as the radiant energ y 
of the sun. 

The Life-power, therefore, is not an ab- 
straction, far . removed from our every-day 
life. Tie make contact with it everywhere, in 
every form. Our senses reveal it to us physi- 
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cally as light and heat from the sun, and our 
modern science has confirmed the truth of the 
ancient intuition that (solar energy is the 
basis of physical existence 

Just as sunlight is a mode of electro- 
magnetic radiation, measurable by physical 
instruments, so is everything else composed of 
electro-magnetic vibrations* Man's instru- 
ments for recording these vibrations have a 
relatively narrow range, «ven though it does 
extend far beyond the limits of physical sen- 
sation. Yet there is an instrument * not made 
by man, which d oes register the hig her vibra - 
tions of_ CLCsnic radia tlm^. and by means of it, 
those v*ho know he r:r to use it may become aware 
of, and utilize, the most; potent forces in the 
universe. -4/ 

This instrument is human personal it v/hich 
has possibilities far beyond what most persons 
realize, la order to make these possibilities 
actual human powers, {the instrument must be. 
rightly adjusted, and, in a sense, completed^] 
For the untrained personality is like a deli- 
cate precision tool, and[sQiie of the higher 
functions of the organism require us to bring 
about actual alterations of structure * This 
is the purpose of occult training^]] Yet we 
shall find, when we take up this vj-ork, that 
the whole power of the cosmic order is with us 
in our efforts to reach a higher stage of un- 
foldment, because/ihe primary function of th« 
human personality is to give free sxpressien 
to the highest potencies of the Life-power 
(Recall statements 0, 1 and 2 in The Pattern 
on the Trestleboard * ) 

A most important form taken by the radiant 
energy, and the first you should learn to use, 
is air* You must learn to control it by 
learning how to breathe. Just learn to take a 
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really deep breath which fills your lungs, by 
giving full play to the abdominal muscles dur- 
ing the act of inhalation. Remember, you do 
net have to pull in the breath. Atmospheric 
pressure takes care of that. You simply have 
to expand your ribs, and the air v/ill rush 
into your lungs. 

Do not make the mistake of trying any forc- 
ible expansion of the chest. Let the muscles 
just below the ribs do most of the v/ork. If 
you do it properly, you will feel the expan- 
sion in the small of your back, and at the 
sides, as well as in front of the body. 

Keep in mind the picture of the air pene- 
trating into every part of the lungs, so as to 
provide your blood stream with the Oxygen it 
needs. At first it takes watchful attention 
to make breathing deep and regular. Consist- 
ed practice will establish you in good habits 
of breathing. 

Do not make any particular effort to keep 
up the fullest deep breathing all day long. 
TIhen you rise in the morning, take four deep 
breaths, with just as complete exhalation 
before each one as you can manage without any 
sense of strain. Remember to exhale before 
tailing the first of these four breaths. 

During the day, repeat ycur four breaths at 
noon, just before the evening meal, and just 
before going to bed. The rest of the day, you 
need only determine to get full value from the 
act of breathing. Your subconsciousness will 
attend aut fanatically to the establishment of 
the proper rhythm. Don’t try any trick exer- 
oises, such as are found in some hooks on the 
use of breathing for otcult development. Most 
of these breathing stunts have no practical 
value. The few v/hich are really useful are 
also dangerous, unless practiced under the 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 


6 


LESSON THREE 

supervision ef a skilled teacher, competent te 
judge the condition of the pupil. 

Listen to your breathing. It should be 
practically inaudible. If your breathing ex- 
ercises are noisy, they are wrong. The remedy 
is to slew down the alternate expansion and 
contraction of the abdominal muscles. 

Adhere strictly t# the rule of observing 
four stated periods for talcing the deepest 
possible breaths. Observe these religiously. 
The rest of the time, let your subconscious- 
ness do the work. It will, if you make up its 
mind by your definite intention. If you are 
suddenly upset by something, stop for four 
deep breaths, before you try to think, or say, 
or dt anything whatever* 

The importance of breath is shown in the 
symbolism of the Fool. In Hebrew esoteric ism, 
the letter Aleph is the special sign for air 
and breath. The noun "feel," moreover, is de- 
rived from the Latin f ollis , meaning "a bag of 
wind ,’ 1 and to this day v/e call a noisy, silly 
person a "windbag." - 

Follis also means "bellows,” an instrument 
which uses air to stir up a fire. This is 
precisely the office of our lungs. 

The yellow tint in the background of the 
picture is used in the schools of the Western 
T r adition as a symbol for air. Add to this 
the fact that in almost every language man em- 
ploys w#rds ivhich mean air , wind or breath to 
designate life and conscious energy. Then you 
will begin to understand better why occultism 
stresses the importance of beginning practical 
Yj-ork by learning to breathe. 

The Tarot title for the Life-power is high- 
ly ingenious. It tells us v;hat v/e need te 
know, and at the same tine throws the idly 
curious and the superficial dabblers off the 
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track. One clue to what Tarot means by "Fool” 
is the saying: u The wisdom of God is foolish- 
ness with men,’ 1 Because this is true, the 
wise men found in every generation, who gain 
unusual knowledge of the Life-power, are often 
called madmen or fools by their less enlight- 
ened brethren. 

Thus the title ef Key 0 hints at a state of 
consciousness which* many materialistic psy- 
chologists term abnormal or even pathological, 
because they do not understand it. Those who 
do comprehend its significance call this state 
superconsciousness, or cosmic consciousness, 

/ To enter into this state of consciousness/ 
is* to arrive at a profound understanding of! 
the cosmic order, and at the same time to be- \ 
dome* aware of the true significance of what it l 
is te be a human being. This attainment may 
, ¥e regarded as being the ultimate objective 
\#f your Tarot study. 

Do not look for miracles. Your study and 9 
practice will help you organize the forces of 
your personality so that it will become an 
adequ te instrument for the expression of 
superconsciousness, and for the exercise of 
powers thick belong to this higher level of 
awarenes s » 

The only way Tie can conceive of the Abso- 
lute is in terms of our own experience, Yfe 
cannot help investing it with something of our 
own human characteristics. This is true of 
the highest philosophical ideas concerning a 
Creative Intelligence, just as certainly as it 
applies to the grossest types of anthropo- 
morphism. Thus the Fool is a human figure. 

Behind this personal semblance, however, 
sage's discern something higher--picturod here 
as a white sun. Beyond the personal there is 
the Impersonal, manifested as the limitless 
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energy, radiated to the planets of innumerable 
world systems from their suns. 

In the process of manifestation, this en- 
ergy (symbolized also by the fair hair of the 
traveler), is temporarily limited by living 
organisms. Of these the vegetable kingdom, 
represented by the green wreath, is the pri- 
mary class, from which, in the order of evolu- 
tion, spring animal organisms, typified by the 
red feather. 

The Life-power is forever young, forever in 
the morning of its might, forever on the verge 
of the abyss of manifestation. It always 
faces unknown possibilities of seLP-expression 
transcending any height it may. have reached. 

Hence the Fool faces toward the North-YIest 
(a direction particularly associated with in- 
itiation, and with the beginning of new enter- 
prises, according to the rituals of occult 
schools -which dramatize the ancient mysteries 
in their ceremonies). He looks toward a peak 
above and beyond his present situation. 

He is THAT which was, is and shall be,, and 
this is indicated by the 'Hebrew letters IHVH 
( Y od-Heh- Vav-Heh ) , shoim dimly among the lines 
in the folds of the collar of his undergar- 
ment. For u That whioh was , is and shall be” 
is the precise meaning of IHVH. 

His inner robe stands for the dazzling 
white light of perfect wisdom. It is conceal- 
ed by the black coat ef ignorance, lined with 
the red of passion and of physical force* 

This outer garment is embroidered with a 
floral decoration; but the unit of design is * 
solar orb containing eight red spokes, and 
symbolizing the whirling motion which brings 
the universe into manifestation* The coat is 
encircled by a girdle consisting of twelve 
units, of which seven are showing. The gir- 
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die- symbolizes time, and just as the girdle 
must be removed before the coat may be taken 
off, so is it impossible to overcome ignorance 
and passion until man frees his consciousness 
from the limitations imposed on him by his be- 
lief in the reality of time. No single symbol 
in Tarot is more important than this. 

Yihat you should notice is that the girdle 
is artificial, made by man himself, and not a 
product of nature. This means that man’s con- 
ception ef time is an artificial product, a 
device of man’s creative imagination. It is a 
most useful invention, vdien rightly employed, 
but when it is abused, as it is by most per- 
sons, it becomes a prolific source of error. 

The mountains in the background represent 
those abstract mathematical conceptions which 
are behind all knowledge of reality. These 
conceptions seem cold and uninteresting tc 
many*. Yet the melting ice and snow on the 
peaks feeds the streams which make fertile tho 
valleys below. So will the principles of Age- 
less Yfisdom feed your consciousness and make 
fertile your mental imagery, thus transforming 
your rhole life. 

The little dog represents intellect, the 
reasoning mind which functions at the personal 
level. In some of the cider exoteric versions 
of Key 0, the dog bites the Fool’s leg. Yfhen 
the Tarot Keys were first invented, the intel- 
lectual consciousness of humanity, distorted 
by centuries ef wrong thinking, was actively 
inimical to spiritual philosophy, and did all 
it could to impede the progress of higher 
truths 

In eur version the dog is friendly, to 
intimate that even the lower intellect of man 
has become the companion, rather than the 
adversary, of the higher knowledge* Today the 
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human intellect goes i/ith superconsci cusness 
on the great spiritual adventure; but it is, 
nevertheless, at a lower level, and must have 
superconsciousness for its master* 

During your practice period this week, read 
this lesson once every day. Pay close atten- 
tion to any details vihich may seem obscure, 
and endeavor to think through then. Read 
slowly enough to take in the full meaning. Be 
sure to use your notebook freely, to keep a 
record of any ideas which may occur to you in 
the course of your reading. 

This week you begin to color your Keys. 
Use any good set of v/atercolors. The Prang 
set, made by The American Crayon Company, is a 
satisfactory and inexpensive color-box, con- 
sisting of sixteen colors. These include the 
twelve semi-tones from Red to Red-Violet, and 
four extra pans: White, Black, Brown and Tur- 
quoise Blue. In addition to these, you may 
provide yourself vdth a pan each of silver 
and gold. The brushes included with this set 
should also be supplemented by the two which 
are mentioned in a subsequent paragraph. 

Color only one card at a time, and wait 
for the instructions in the lessons. Begin 
by reading the directions straight through. 
Before applying color to ary card, try to 
visualize exactly hear it will look vjhen it is 
finished. This is a practical exoreise of 
great value. It tends to clarify and make 
definite your mental imagery. It also inten- 
sifies the suggestive power of the Keys. Be 
sure to do it before coloring any Key. 

For the best results you will need two 
water-color brushes, a No. 5 and a No. 1. We 
recommend Devoe A* Reynolds red sable, since 
they are satisfactory, and comparatively inex- 
pensive. A porcelain dish with at least six 
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chambers vri.ll also be of help, though not 
absolutely necessary. 

Flesh celcr is a mixture of orange, very 
much diluted vrilth r/ater, and a little rod. 
Before applying this, or any other color, try 
it en a sheet of plain v/hite paper. Thus you 
v/ill avoid many errors. 

APPLY THE COLORS IS THE ORDER GIVEN FOR 
EACH KEY, Long experience has enabled us to 
determine this order, because of the qualities 
of the coloring material used. For instance, 
the reason v/e recommend you to v/ait until last 
to apply the red is that it runs very readily. 
Consequently, if applied too soon, it may run 
Inter a color you are applying next to it, and 
so spoil your vrork. 

To give a lifelike appearance to the cheoks 
of the human figures, use a diluted red solu- 
tion. A diluted broivn vrith a trace of orange 
ever the eyes enhances the appearance. But v/e 
recommend that you do not try this unless you 
are sure you can do it skilfully. 

Blond hair is yellovr, vrith a little brown 
added. You can tell ho vr much brOim to add by 
testing on v/hite paper. 

The Keys oan be made more striking if you 
use v/hite , but this is an opaque c-JLor, and 
difficult to use without covering up the black 
lines. 

Gold and silver may be used vihero indicated 
in the coloring directions. This is not by 
any means necessary, and gold and silver are 
difficult to apply. Wherever gold is called 
for, use ye 11 oiv, or ye lien/ v/ith a traoe of 
orange added, to make golden yell ovr. For sil- 
ver, use v/hite, or leave blank. If you v/ish 
to use gold and silver, you can buy them for 
about ten cents a cake. 
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If your colors do not appear bright enough, 
it is because you have applied then too dilut- 
ed. This can be remedied by going over them 
again until the 'desired shade is secured* 
Yifhen this is necessary, be sure that the first 
coat is thoroughly dry before you apply anoth- 
er. Gthervn.se you will get a spotty, muddy 
appearance. But if you try out your colors 
before applying then you v/ill have no diffi- 
culty. 

By following these directions carefully you 
should be well pleased with the results. Let 
us suggest again that you read the directions 
for each card carefully before applying any 
color. In this way you will avoid coloring 
portions which should be left blank for anoth- 
er color. Experience has taught us that ’this 
precaution is very necessary . 

If you spoil a card, place it face down in 
a basin of water over night. By morning most 
of the color will have come off, so that you 
can try it again after it is dry. 

e. THE FOOL 

YELLOW* Background, circles en garment, 
(but not flame in top circlo), shoes. 

GREEN: Trefoils surrounding circles on the 
outer garment, and other tendril-like figures. 
(Not belt.) Leaves on rose, wreath round his 
head. 

VIOLET* llountains. (Use somewhat diluted 
solution, since they are distant mountains* 
The peaks are snow-capped, so do not paint 
where snow is to be.) 

BROVIN ; Eagle on wallet; precipice in fore- 
ground, where Fool stands. 

'WHITE: Sun, inner garment, dog, rose, eye 
«n flap of wallet, mountain peaks. 
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FLESH: Hands and face. (Since it is obvious 
wherfc flesh color should be used, xre shall not 
indicate it hereafter. There are two places 
where it should not be used — the hands and 
face of the angel on Key 6, and the human fig- 
ures on Key £0.) 

BLONDE: The Fool's hair, 

CITRINE: The Fool's hose. (Citrine is a 
yellowish-green, secured by a mixture* of or- 
ange and green. This is the only place where 
it is used.) 

GOLD: Star on shoulder: girdle; knob- on 
staff. 

SILVER: Moon on shoulder. 

RED: Feather; lining on outer garment where 
it sh 01.75 at sleeves; spokes of wheels; flame 
in top circle on coat; wallet (except eagle 
and eye). 

Keep the symbolic interpretation of each 
detail in mind as you color it. ’Then your set 
of Keys is completed, do not permit others to 
handle them, or even see them. 

The one exception to this is that you may 
show your work to another student, if by so 
doing you can really help him. Even so, 
your Keys should be handled by no one but your- 
self. 

They are part of your equipment, and should 
be used by you alone not for ary selfish rea- 

son, but in order that no subtle emanations but 
your own may be impressed upon them. 
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LESSON FOUR 

MORE ABOUT THE LlFE-POwER 

Not that you have colored the first Tarot 
Key, you are in a better position to under- 
stand the details of the symbolism, of \/hich 
only the main outlines were given in the 
preceding lesson. 

The white sun behind the Fool is placed in 
the upper right-hand corner of the design. 
Look at Keys 10 and 21,, and you will se# that 
in those pictures this place in the design is 
oeeupied by the head of an eagle, symbel ef 
the zodiacal sign Scorpio. 

Astrologers take this sign as governor of 
the reproductive functions of the human body. 
Hence the sun indicates the idea that the OiJE 
FORCE typified by the Fool is actually re lated 
to the reproductive power of living organisms. 
On its practical side, our work has much to do 
with the control and adaptation ef the force 
which is Ordinarily expressed in reproduction. 

The coler of the sin is a reference to the 
Primal will. Cn an ancient occult diagram 
called the "Tree of Life," the first manifes- 
tation of the Life-power, corresponding to the 
statement numbered I, in The Pattern on the 
Trestleboard , is named the CRO J'J, and is rep- 
resented by a white circle, Fran this v/hite 
circle proceeds a descending path which corre- 
sponds to the letter Aleph and to the Fool. 

Here is an intimation that the eultural 
power represented by Aleph and by this Key is 
identieal with the Primal Will. It preceeds 
from that Will when a cycle ef manifestatiea. 
begins. 

Furthermore, since the pesition of the »un 
has been shown te make that luminary a symbel 
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of reproduction, the idea behind this is that 
( manifestation is actually a reproduction of 
the power of the Primal Tfill. j In the Hermetic 
Wisdom taught by Tarot, a fundamental princi- 
ple is that the manifested universe is not 
something made by the Life -power cut of some 
kind of material other than itself. Rather is 
}the manife statical to be considered as the pro- 
jection of the Life -power into the relative 
conditions of time and space as we know then.} 

The universe is of the same essential na- 
ture as the Life-p«wer. It is the expression 
of an idea in the universal Mind. This idea 
is what is meant by the creative Word, or 
Logos. Hence even the exoteric Christian 
creed speaks of the Logos as ’’begotten, not 
made , ” 

The green wreath encircling the Fool’s hair 
symbolizes the fact that the green leaves of 
plants do actually bind sunlight, just as the 
wreath binds the Fool’s yellow hair. Captur- 
ing sunbeams, and binding them into erganic 
f*rm, is the principal work of the chlorophyll 
which is the green coloring matter of plants. 
This is what makes green vegetables so valu- 
able for food. £They constitute one cf the 
most important forms in which the Life- power 
puts itself at your disposal. See that you 
eat enough of them.}] 

The feather rising fr«m the wreath is a 
wing-feather of an eagle. It represents ani- 
mal life, a step higher in the scale of organ- 
ism than the vegetable kingdom. It is red, 
the cold- »f desire and action. f'The only true 
aspiration is the desire to be something , the 
desire to express some particular form of the 
Life-power in action. what do you desire to 
be and do? 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 


3 


LESSON FOUR 

The wand over the Fool r s shoulder, like a 
yardstick, suggests the idea of measurement* 
It indicates the necessity for careful study 
of the forces indicated by what the Life-power 
has already accomplished. He cannot measure 
the Life-power itself, or ever plumb the depth 
of that limitless ocean of possibilities. Our 
measurement must be of things already accom- 
plished, hence the Fool brings his wand with 
him from the lower levels whence he has as- 
cended to the height shown in this picture, A 
wand, moreover, is associated with nagio, and 
tie shall see, later on, that magic begins with 
the analysis or evaluation of conditions which 
are now present before us because thay are the 
< results of past activity. All successful cal- 
culation of the probable outcome cf future 
action requires accurate estimation of the 
nature of the p ewers revealed by what has gone 
before. 

The most important thing to measure is our 
own place in the 'universe. According to the 
Bible, the full measure of man is this; 

"Thou hast made him but little lower than 
God, and crownest him with glory and honour. 
Thou madest him to have dominion ever the 
works of thy hands; thou hast put all things 
under his feet," 

He dc not quote this in order to support 
our doctrine by Biblical authority. Rather is 
it our purpose to show that the Bible, in its 
poetical description of the true measure of 
man, announces a truth which is abundantly 
demonstrated by the success attending science 
and invention, founded on methods which are, 
basically, neither more nor less than accurate 
measurement. Hitherto the emphasis in science 
has been on the measurement of things and 
forces in man T s environment* In ocoultism. 
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the greater emphasis is on the correct estima- 
tion and use of powers within man himself, and 
these are powers partly physical and partly 
superphysical. For occult science is aware of 
realities beyond the limits of physical form 
and force, yet applies to the analysis of such - 
realities methods #f careful observation and 
analysis not less rigorous than those which 
have been so fruitful v/hen applied to the ob- 
servation and measurement of man*s environment 
here on the physical plane. 

The wand is black because it represents oc- 
cult powers. Whenever we take our own measure 
truly, a secret force in human personality is 
made manifest. Cur knowledge cf this helps us 
to correct measures of our environment which 
would be inaccurate, if we did not take the 
hidden force into consideration. 

The wallet suspended from the wand is a 
symbol of the powers of subconsci ousness which 
depend fr«m, or upon, the self-conscious power 
of analysis and calculation. The basic power 
ff subconsciousness is memory, and memory is 
essentially reproductive. Hence the wallet is 
blazoned with the device of a flying eagle, 
which refers (1) to aspiration, as having its 
roots in subconscious desires, and (2) to the 
reproductive forces, associated with the eagle 
as one of the emblems of the zodiacal sign 
Sc orpio. 

The eagle is also the bird of &eus or Jupi- 
ter, King of the birds, it suggest^ dominance 
over the element of air, which is attributed 
by Qabalists to the letter Aleph, 

On the flap of the wallet is an open eye. 

It is the All-seeing Eye ?f Freemasonry, the 
Egyptian Eye ef Horus, the Eye placed in a 
delta or triangle on the reverse side of the 
Great Seal of the United States, The particu- 
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lar aspect of Horus which tradition associates 
with the Eye is Hoor-pa-Kraat , (Harpocrates), 
the god ef silence, pictured in Egyptian 
hieroglyphios as a ohild seated on a lotus, 
holding his forefinger on his lips. He is the 
’’younger Horus,” god of the morning sun, which 
shines above the traveler m this Tarot Key. 
In the Egyptian mythology, the younger Horus 
had seven aspects or forms. Keep this in mind, 
for in subsequent lessons you mil learn that 
the Life-power has seven principal phases of 
manifestation through human personality. 

The Eye of Horus is placed on the flap *f 
the wallet, in the position usually *ccupied 
by a leek. It means* SIGHT” IS’TJEAI UNLOCKS 
BOTH CONSCiOUS /ID SUBCONSCIOUS POKERS. The 
vray we look at eur selves and at life is -what 
determines whether we are mere puppets of sub- 
consciousness or masters of its hidden powers. 

Ten dots, representing stitches, are on the 
flap of the wallet. They symbolize the ten 
basic aspects of the Life-pcvrer, and therefore 
ccrresnond t* the statements numbered from 1 
to 1* in The pattern on the Trcstleboard* The 
meaning is similar to y/hat is represented by 
the ten solar rrheels tn the Fotl f s coat. 

The rose represents desire. Its thorns 
symbolize pain. Its bloom typifies beauty and 
joy. It is yvhite, like the am, to intimate 
that through right cultivation cf the desire 
nature xie may bring it into unison mth the 
Primal Will* Then our desires irLll be con- 
scious expressions of actual underlying ten- 
dencies in the cosmic order. To control the 
desire nature, to cultivate it aright, to use 
it so that 7/e may enjoy the beauty it can 
bring us without suffering the pains resulting 
from misuse — this is one of the great practi- 
cal secrets. The rose, therefore, is picture^ 


’'CARQS^FOTDAliEHTALS 

as a cultivated flower, and the youth carries 
it gaily, without pricking his fingers with 
its thorns. 

The eight-pointed star on the Fool’s shoul- 
der is a symbol of the sun, and the crescent 
near it represents the Moon. Sun and Moon 
have many profound meanings in occult science, 
and all these meanings are developments of the 
doctrine that all things are manifestations of 
action and reaction between the solar, or 
electric, and the lunar, or magnetic, currents 
of the Great Magical Agent, L.V.X, 

The yellow circle enclosing a triple flame, 
shown on the Fool’s breast, represents the 
doctrine that the One Force is essentially 
that which is manifest to us as light and 
fire. This particular symbol refers to the 
formless state of the One Force, prior to the 
beginning of a cycle of mai if e station. 

The ten wheels were touched on in the pre- 
ceding Wesson. Tie may add that in Hermetic 
Ylisdom a wheel with eight spokes is a symbol 
for pure Spirit. Alchemists, furthermore, em- 
ploy the same symbdl t o represent their 
Quintessence, or Fifth Essence. In some re- 
spects, the Quintessence is similar to the 
luminiferous ether of modern physics, and it 
is also akin to what Hindu phi 1 ©sophy colls 
Akasha. 

Every wheel is surrounded by seven trefoils 
representing the seven basic modes of activity 
which we shall hereafter learn to associate 
with the seven alchemical metals, and with the 
seven interior stars of occult astrology. The 
"stars" or metals are the same as the seven 
"chakras” of Yoga philosophy. The trefoils 
are green, a color associated with the idea of 
immortality, to show that they typify eternal 
phases of the Life-power ’s activity. One 
wheel contains a Hebrew letter Shin (the let- 
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ter on the 20th Tarot Key)» This letter is a 
Qabalistic symbol of the fiery Life-breath, 
and of the spiritual energy vjhich brings all 
things into manifestation. 

The abyss vjhich yawns at the Fool's feet is 
in contrast to the height whereon he stands. 
It symbolizes "that which is below," It is 
nature , the relative, the phenomenon or ef- 
fect, in contrast to Spirit, the Absolute, the 
noumenon or cause. At the bottom of the abyss 
is a valley, the scene of labor, of activity, 
of struggle and competition, in contrast to 
the ideas of superiority and supremacy which 
are suggested by the Fool's position on the 
m ount a in-t op . 

The valley is what the Chinese philosopher, 
Lao-tze, calls the Mother-Deep, what Hindus 
term Pra kr iti , the mysterious power of the 
Supreme Spirit. Because the valley is the 
fidld of experience, it corresponds also to 
ideas which Hebrew His dora relates to the noun 
Chokmah, Wisdom. On the Tree of Life before- 
mentioned, the path of the letter Aleph ter- 
minates at the point on the diagram to which 
Chokmah is attributed. 

In practical psychology, the abyss repre- 
sents r/hat we call subconsciousness. The 
natural metaphor for this plane of conscious- 
ness is "depths.” Thus in an article by Dr. 
Putnam on the work of Freud, we read: "In the 
course of these investigations Freud and Jung 
and their followers have dived more deeply 
than anyone before into the mysteries of the 
unconscious life." 

The traveler is on the verge of descending. 
Thus the picture shov/s the Supreme Spirit, or 
superconscious aspect of the Life-power, as xre 
think of it prior to the beginning of a cycle 
of self-expression. The wayfarer is unafraid. 
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l*ecause he knows he cannot be injured by his 
descent into the depths. Furthermore, he is 
aware that he trill certainly raise himself to 
the greater height toward which he directs his 
eager gaze* 

This picture represents the limitless force 
which is the central reality of every human 
life. It stands for vrhat you really mean when 
you say ”1 AM. 11 It is an image of the Some- 
thing in you vrhich sees far beyond the seeming 
limitations of your present circumstances. 

THAT SOMETHING HAS BROUGHT YOU THIS FAR ON 
YOUR JOURNEY TOWARD SUPREME ATTAINMENT . THAT 
SOMETHING IS TiHAT MAKES YOU \iANT TO SUCCEED, 
MEAT MAKES YOU ' ; ANT TO ENJOY BETTER HEALTH, 
TJHAI MAKES YOU YJANT BETTER CIRCUMSTANCES. 

3ecause it knor/s itself perfectly, knovrs 
how limitless are its possibilities, how ir- 
resistible its powers, hovr boundless its 
opportunities, that S omething in you will not 
let you alone. Though you may seem to be at 
the end of your resources, it urges you to 
press on. Though you may be past what men 
call middle life, it knows itself to be for- 
ever young, and knocks importunately at the 
inner door of your mind, trying to let you 
laaow that in the very cere of your being is a 
power which knows nothing of age or defeat or 
ikl-health — a power which over and over again 
Jias worked miracles of healing and rejuvena- 
tion, has transformed disaster into victory, 
lack into abundance, sorrovr into joy. 

In short, the Fool is a picture of the lim- 
itless power of your own inner, spiritual, 
superconscious life. In order to get more and 
more of that power into expression every day 
from now on, you must begin by thoroughly 
impressing your subconsciousness with this 
image of that One Force,' 
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The method, is simplicity itself. Just loak 
at this picture five minutes every morning 
during the week, and five minutes every 
evening. Remember, SIGHT is the power which 
locks and unlocks the vjallet «f subconscious 
forces, Y;hen you do this, look at the details 
of the design, one after another. Simple as 
it is, this exercise will transfer the picture 
from the printed Key to the cells of your 
brain. Then the Key will become an integral 
part of your personality, will be made an 
element of your flesh and blood. 

This is one great secret in the practical 
use of Tarot, Until you have built the Tarot 
Keys into yourself, they do not begin to exert 
their maximum power. Ylhen you have done so 
they will evoke latent forces from within, and 
your direction of these forces will change 
your whole life. 

Continue to use the Pattern, Keep up your 
regular practice periods. Pay particular at- 
tention to your notebook. Even if an entry be 
only a word or tv;o, record the ideas which 
come to you as you work with the Tarot Keys, 
— Tb xff practice period should include one of the 
two f ive-mfffiJ’l - 6 examinations of the Fool, 
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SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS 

Begin this lesson by examining carefully, 
as a whole and in detail. Key 1, the Magician* 
Review the meanings of the number 1, given in 
Less bn 2. 

Everything represented in the symbolism of 
the Key is a development of ideas associated 
vdth this number. The Magician typifies the 
beginning or inception of the pr ocess whereby 
the limitless possibilities of the Life-power 
are brought into expression as manifested 
actualities* The Key represents the initiation 
of the creative process on all planes* 

In human personality the creative process 
is begun by self-consciousness, scmetimes 
called objective mind. Self-consciousness is 
the distinctively human aspect of mental ac- 
tivity. Objective mind is the waking mind you 
are using to read these words. 

Self-consciousness initiates the creative 
process by formulating premises or seed-ideas. 
Subconsciousness accepts these as suggestions, 
which it elaborates by the process of deduc- 
tion, and carries out in modifications of men- 
tal and emotional attitudes, and in definite 
changes of bodily function and structure. 

The two sentences you have just read out- 
line a process of utmost importance. You use 
it continually, whether or not you know you 
do, because it is the basis of your intellec- 
tual knowledge, and the determinant of the 
state of your physical health. (All your phys- 
ical and mental states are results of your 
mental imagery.) Yihen you thoroughly under- 
stand what is implied by the statement that 
any mental image tends to materialize itself 
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as an actual condition or event, you have the 
clue to success in occult practice. 

Geometrically the number 1 is a point, par- 
ticularly, the CENTRAL POINT, In The P attern 
on the Trestl e board , the statement attributed 
to 1 is: ”1 am a c enter of expression for the 
Primal T< r ill-to-goed which eternally creates 
and sustains the universe*” The beginning *f 
the creative process is the concentration of 
the Life-power at a center, and its expression 
through that center. The sun of our solar 
system is such a center. It transmits the 
Life-power as radiant energy* whic h man may 
utilize in ways innumerable. 

This idea is shown in two -ways by the let- 
ter Beth, printed on Key 1, Ancient forms of 
this character represented an arrow-head, and 
in Greek, the name for this implement was ken- 
tron , whence cane the English words center~ ~and 
c oncerrtraticp, The letter -name means ” house,” 
which is a definite location used as an abode. 
In the sense used here, it refers to whatever 
form may be termed a dwelling-place for Spir- 
it, and the form particularly referred to in 
this lesson is human per sonalaty, 
f Personality is a center through which the 
Spirit or real Self of man expresses itself. 
Do not be abstract about this . Think of your 
personality as a center of expression for your 
own inner Self, Try to realise that this ms 
what Jesus meant when he said? "The Father Ylho 
dwelleth in me. He doeth the works,” 

T^e title of this Key, THE MAGICIAN, iden- 
tifies the picture with Hermes or Mercury, who 
presided over magic. You will remember that 
Mercury ms the messenger of the gods 0 and in 
this capacity served to transmit or express; 
their wisdom and power. 
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This correspondence to Hermes is connected 
also with another meaning of 1, which, as 
representing singleness and therefore isola- 
tion, stands also for privacy and concealment, 
and thus for occult or hidden knowledge. Mag- 
ic is the art of transfer nation, and it is 
closely related to the Hermetic art, alchemy. 

In human personality, se lf-consciousness is 
the transformer. It, and it only , is able to 
set in motion forces vhich bring about change f 

variation, etc. The fundamental magical prac- 
tice is concentration— one-pointed attention 
to sane selected area of one's environment. 

The practice of concentration enables one 
to perceive the inner nature of the object of 
his attention. This leads to the discovery of 
natural principles. By applying these, one is 
able to change his conditions. Hence concen- 
tration helps us solve our problems. Thus we 
may understand why the alchemists wrote* "Our 
Mercury enables us to prepare the universal 
solvent. 

Th& higher phases of the art which begins 
with concentration are those which have toxlo 
with the voider lying principles of human ex- 
istence. Thus one reason you are using Tarot 
Keys as objects for concentration is that they 
represent basic modes of human consciousness. 

Learn the following definition: CONCENTRA- 
TION IS THE COLLECTION, AT A CENTER OR FOCUS, 
OF UNITS OF FORCE. These are always units of 
the Life-power, because every unit of force in 
the universe, regardless of what form it takes, 
is a manifestation of that One Force. 

Understand that you do not concentrate at- 
tention. Attention is the means that enables 
you to concentrate units of mental force. The 
result is that you intensify this energy so 
that you may direct it usefully. 
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When you intensify the rays of the sun by 
means of a convex lens, they will burn your 
hand if you direct them upon it. If you place 
your hand in the sunshine passing through a 
pane of window glass, the result is merely a 
slight sensation of warmth. Never forget that 
when you practice concentration you are work- 
ing with a real force. 

Note the posture of the Magician. With his 
right hand he draws down power frcm above. 
With his left hand he makes a gesture »f con- 
centration. He i • directing power dravni 
from higher levels to planes below that of his 
self-conscious existence* 

He dees this for a specific reason. This 
picture shows clearly the magieal process 
involved in an understanding ®f the correct 
practice of concentration* 

The plane below the Magician is represented 
as a garden, vjhic h is a symbol cf subcon- 
sciousness. fWhen you concentrate you seek 
always to impress some definite image on sub- 
consciousness, to the end that you may bring 
about some particular modification of subcon- 
scious activity, one selected in advance . J 

One important point to observe is that the 
Magician himself is not active. He stands 
perfectly still. He is a channel for a power 
which comes from above his level, and after 
passing through him, that power sets up a re- 
action at a level lower than his. As in the 
illustration of the convex lens, the lens, 
though it is the agency which intensifies the 
rays of the sun, does nothing of itself, so 
self-consciousness in concentration is nob it- 
self active. In this connection, it is inter- 
esting to nbfce that the old Hebrew name for 
the mode of consciousness represented by the 
Magician i s INTELLIGENCE OF TRANSPARENCY, 
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clearly intimating that self-consciousness ef- 
fects transformations because something works 
through it. 

Again, the digit 1, as the beginning of the 
numeral series, us the sign of a thing stand- 
ing in relation to other things, "What stands 
in relation to other things is connected with 
them by various links or bonds. Magic is the 
science of hidden relationships. The practice 
of magic is based on the law of correspondence 
expressed in the Hermetic axiom: THAT VJHICH IS 
ABOVE IS AS THAT WHICH IS BELOW, AND THAT 
WHICH IS BELOW IS AS THAT WHICH IS ABOVE, 

The bond between things is fundamentally 
their co-existence as manifestations of the 
■one Life-power. All things are of one sub- 
stanoe. All things are governed by one great 
Law, All things are masks of appearance for a 
single Reality, All things are parts of a 
great Whole, from tdiieh nothing can be detach- 
ed, Whatever is done to a part affeots the 
whole. In human relationships this is un- 
alterably true. Therefore was it said: "Inas- 
much as ye have done it unto the least of 
these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me," 

£ Magic is the art which produces effects by 
mastery of the secret forces of nature,^) It is 
the science of Zoroaster and Hermes — the sci- 
ence of which all other sciences are branches, 
the soienoe which sent its representatives to 
pay homage to the Child of Eethlehem, 

It is the science of initiation, A true 
initiator is one who has mastered this hidden 
science of causes. He knows how to direct the 
universal creative force so as to bring about, 
by methods which seem miraoulous to those who 
do ncfc knew the secret, the full realisation 
and physical embodiment of the aims and pur- 
poses expressed by his mental imagery. 
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A perfected magician uses his objective 
mind, or self-consciousness, in the manner 
depicted by this Tarct Key. Endeavor, there- 
fore, as you work with the coloring of the 
picture, to impress all its details On your 
memory. In the next lesson you will find their 
significance explained. For the coming week, 
c one era yourself with nothing but the color- 
ing, and with getting the picture, as a whole 
and in detail, into your mind. 

DIRECTIONS FOR COLORING 


YELLOW • Background; spearhead on table; 
lily stamens. 

GREEN: Foliage. 

BLUE- GREEN ; The serpent girdle, 

BROWN: Table. 

WHITE: Inner garment; head band; spear- 
shaft; uplifted wand; lily flowers • 

GOLD: Pentaole or ooin on table; swerd 
hilt; circle at end of spear shaft. 

SILVER: Cup, 

STEEL: Sword blade. (Mix a little blue 
with gray.) 

RED: Outer garment; roses. 

Read this lessen once daily during your 
practice period. Be sure to look at the Key 
for five minutes in beginning the period. In 
this lesson there is enough material for a 
great deal of careful study. Do not slight it 
because you think you understand it, after one 
or two readings. 
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LESSON SIX 
THE MAGICIAN 

From the preceding lesson yoxi learned that 
the earliest fern of the letter Beth was a 
picture of an arr cw-head, The sharpness of 
an arrow-head suggests acuteness and power to 
penetrate. Thus Beth is a symbol of the 
mental qualities of nice perception, keen and 
penetrating insight, and accurate estimation 
of values. 

The fundamental mood represented by this 
form of the letter, connected as it is with 
hunt ing and warfare, is alert i ntent ness . 
Right use of the mental powers pictured by 
"the Magician calls for alert, watchful atten- 
tion to the succession of events constituting 
waking experience^ 

Nobody ever fjecomes a true magician, a 
wielder of nature’s subtle forces, who per- 
mits himself to be preoccupied with his 
personal, subjective reactions to events* 
The first requisite ia sharp, clear-cut, 
objective awareness of what actually goes on 
in one’s environment* 

An arrow-head lias no energy of its own. 
The force whereby it cleaves the mark is a 
derived force. The arrow is merely the means 
whereby power is transmitted. An arrow-head 
is an instrument which transforms propulsion 
into penetration. It specializes bow-force 
into arr ow-force. 

The sound of the letter Beth, like English 
"B,” is a concentrated projection of breath. 
Hold the palm of your hand near your lips as 
you say ”B,” You feel the air strike your 
hand, like an arr cut shot from a bow. 
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Contrast this with the free, unmodified 
breathing expressed by the sound of Aleph, an 
alnost soundless vibration of air, made with 
lips open and relaxed. The sound of Aleph is 
free, indefinite. That of Beth is a central- 
ized expulsion of breath through lips alnost 
closed. It points , like the Magician's fin- 
ger. 

The c ontrast between the two sounds is 
just one instance of a principle vhich holds 
good throughout the sequence of Hebrew let- 
ters, 3 very letter of this alphabet is, in 
some manner, the antithesis of the letter 
which immediately precedes it in the series* 

Thus v© find that the earliest forms of 
Beth agree with its sound. They express 
force intensified by concentration, and pro- 
jected toward a specific nark. Transferred 
to things of the mind, these meanings ore 
related, in a way neither arbitrary nor fan- 
ciful, to keen perceptions, alert avjareness 
of events, and consequent ability to 3ee 
through superifical appearances into the 
inner realities veiled by those appearances. 

Because the corresponding Tarot Key is 
numbered 1, it gives a strong hint that it 
represents the first step in practical work. 
By determining what you wont to be and do, 
you have taken this first step. You have set 
a mark at which you aim the whole energy of 
your life* 

Realize that the energy s o aimed is 
derived from the superccmscious Life -power , 
pictured as the Fool. In so doing you will 
have placed yourself mentally in the position 
the Magician symbolizes. 

He lifts his right hand toward the sky. 
The right is the stronger hand, and what is 
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meant here is that the act of establishing 
contact with super-consciousness is the high- 
est and most potent use of self-conscious 
awareness. 

First we observe what goes on. Then we 
use inductive reasoning, reasoning from Ob- 
served effects to inferred principles, to 
reveal v/hat lies hidden behind the veil of 



leads to the discovery 


that the succession of events of which our 
personal experience is a part is under the 
direction of a supervising Intelligence, 
higher than the objective mind of nan^f 

Just ivhat this supervising Intelligence 
may be, in itself, v. r e need not ask. We may 
be very sure it is not the sort of God, made 
in nan’s image, whose nature and intentions 
are set forth in exoteric religious dogmas. 
An occultist is ready to agree Txhen'a pro- 
fessed atheist says, ’’There is no God,” 
because every occultist knows there was never 
such a God as the atheist denies. 

On the other hand, every occultist knows 
vhat is meant by the saying, ’’The fool hath 
said in his heart. There is no God,” For any 
occultist worthy of the none knows that the 
supervising Intelligence IS, and that it is a 
REAL PRESENCE at every point in space. 

The white wand the ilagician holds aloft is 
a phallic symbol. It represents the concen- 
trated, purified nerve force used in magic. 
The ignorant waste this* force in uncontrolled 
gratification of sex-desire. Their lack of 
control is due to their want of knowledge . 
To master the drive of what analytical psy- 
chology calls libido requires knowledge not 
taught in ordinary schools or colleges, com- 
bined . with technical training which develops 
skill in the direction of desire-force. 
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Methods for effecting such control vary, 
according to the temperament of the person 
who employs then. What would be rigid and 
irksome asceticisn for one person nay be 
relatively easy for another. Extreme asceti- 
cisn is avoided by persons vho have learned 
this fundanental principle: THE PRACTICE 0? 
MENTAL CREATION AND CONSTRUCTIVE THINKING 
AUTOMATICALLY TRANSMUTES THE DRIVE OP THE 
LIBIDO FROM PHYSICAL FORMS Op EXPRESSION TO 
MENTAL FORMS WHICH RELIEVE BOTH PHYSICAL AND 
PSYCHICAL HlESSURES, SUCH AS ACCUMULATE WHEN 
THIS ENERGY IS NOT UTILIZED. 

This is the ctaoctpflfclac wbblo rAtter. Tho 
force is generated automatically. It is part 
physical and part mental. Physical austerity 
makes it accumulate nore slowly, and may even 
help to dissipate it. Yet this is to lose 
what ought to be used. A true magician links 
himself to ’.-/hat is higher than nan by making 
right use of the very p ower which debases his 
ignorant brother. 

Over the head of the Magician is an arbor 
of roses. An arbor is the simplest kind of 
shelter, a house made of growing plants. 
Thus the arbor corresponds to the meaning of 
the letter-name Beth. 

Red roses are emblems of desire. Here 
they mean that /the creative and constructive 
\7ork of self-consciousness is always motiv- 
ated by desire for protection against adverse 



The horizontal figure G over the Magi- 
cian's head is a reminder that 3 is the 
number particularly associated with Hermes or 
Mercury. It also represents education and 
culture, traditionally under the patronage of 
Hermes. Again, 0 is the numeral symbol of 
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the oontrol of natural forces through the 
application of the lair of rhythmic vibration. 
Such control is an inportant feature in all 
vrorks of practical magic. Moreover, a hori- 
zontal S is the mathematical symbol for 
infinity, so that it may be taken as an 
emblem of the limitless Life-p carer. Finally, 
it represents the lavr that OPPOSITE EFFECTS 
ARE PRODUCED BY IDENTICAL CAUSES. 

The sane lavr uhich mokes iron sink is vrhat 
ship-builders apply in order to float iron 
vessels. The lavr vhich makes a kite fall to 
earth keeps airplanes aloft. The lairs nhich 
result in misery, failure, disease and death 
are the same lairs thick intelligent adapta- 
tion ennlojrs to secure comfort, success, 
health and long life. BY CHARGING THE METHOD 
WHEREBY YOU EXERCISE YOUR SUBCONSCIOUS POW- 
ERS, YOU MAY PRODUCE EFFECTS DIRECTLY OPPOSED 
TO WHATEVER NEGATIVE EXPERIENCES YOU MAY HAVE 
SUFFERED IN THE PAST. 

You do not have to acquire nevr porrers. 
You change your life-expression by applying 
poorer* vjhich are alreaty yours. You simply 
learn to use your forces in a different vray. 

The Magician’s left hand points to the 
ground. His gesture is one of concentration. 
It is made vrith the left, or secondary, hand, 
because success in concentration depends on 
our conscious recognition of the truth that 
the force vre concentrate comes doun to us 
frcaa superconscious levels. The left hand is 
also a symbol of the habit-mind. Thus the 
pointing finger of this hand represents ha- 
bitual concentration, resulting from long, 
persistent practice. 

The Magician’s black hair is a contrast to 
the Fool’s yellorr locks. Black stands for 
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darkness, inertia, ignorance. The band sur- 
rounding this black hair is white, typifying 
purity, light, wisdom. Self-consciousness is 
always an awareness of ignorance. The nore 
v;e really know, the r.ore clearly do we per- 
ceive the iixiensity of the expanse of what we 
do not know. Yet r.e do linit our ignorance 
by our enlightenment. 

The red mantle typifies action and desire. 
Its color is associated rath the planet Kars, 
said by astrologers to govern reproduction 
and to preside over the force expressed in 
every sort of muscular activity. 

This nantle has no fastening. It nay be 
renoved at Trill. This detail neans that 
self-consciousness nay or nay not be involved 
in physical action, according to our decision 
in a given •ircunsttnne. . Yet the Magician i£ 
not fully clothed without his nantle. The 
perfection of self-consciousness is in con- 
trol ever the various physical nonifestations 
of the Life -power in our bodies, arid in the 
vrorld outside. 

On the other hand, self-consciousness nay 
refrain fron action, and devote itself to 
contenpl ating the inner nental states which 
are synbolized by the r/hite under-gament. 
The white color refers to truth and wisdom. 

The girdle is a blue-green serpent, which 
synbolizes eternity, because it swallows its 
tail. The significance of blue-green trill be 
explained in a subsequent lesson. Observe 
that the idea of eternity synbolized by the 
logician's girdle is in contrast to the idea 
of tine synbolized by the girdle of the Fool. 

Before the Magician is a table symbolizing 
what psychology calls the “field of atten- 
tion.” The table is nude cf wood grown in 
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the garden. Its columnar legs are surmounted 
by Ionic capitals, in reference to archi- 
tecture, an art presided over by Hernes. The 
idea of architecture is directly related to 
the meaning of the letter Beth. 

The Ionic Order is shorn because it v/as 
used in the Ephesian temple of Diana, a neon 
goddess. In Tarot the Moon is associated 
with subconsciousness. The intimation here 
is that the materials utilized by self- 
consciousness are derived from below*, or from 
sub-human levels of the Li fe-p oner’s activ- 
ity. The power which self-consciousness uses 
in controlling and arranging these materials 
is brought dorm from superconsciousness* 

The implements on the table are those 
employed in ceremonial magic. The wand with 
a spear-like head is a symbol of and of 

the element of fire. The cup, made of sil- 
ver, metal of the Moon, is a symbol of memory 
and IMAGINATION, and of the element of water. 
The sword, of steel, is related to Mars; and 
stands also for A CTION , and for the element 
of air. The coin or pentacle is related to 
Saturn; and it also represents FORM, and the 
element of ea^th. ('Every magical transforma- 
tion results from the ability o f human 
self-consciousness to produce varying mani- 
festations of will, imagination, action and 
pby s i cal embod iment «'') 

These four implements represent also what 
is known in Hermetic Wisdom as the PGWIR OF 
THE WORD. According to occult doctrine, 
v.'Ords embody a subtle force not recognized by 
the yninitiated. Furthermore, there are cer- 
tain words, special combinations of SOUND and 
IDEAS, whereby extraordinary results may be 
produced, when such words are correctly pro- 
n ounc c?d or i itc owed ;; 
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Because the Tarot pictures have been 
influenced by He brer/ esoteric ideas, there is 
one particular word which is symbolized by 
the four magical implements. This is the 
f our -lettered name, or Tetr agraraiat on , which 
is usually written in English as ’* Jehovah," 

This is not the correct pronunciation, 
lleither are u,, Yahweh” or "Yahveh,” the pronun- 
ciations just now favored in academic cir- 
cles, anything more than guesses at the true 
sound of this Hebrew none for God. Tradition 
says the true pronunciation is lost, since 
the destruction .cf. the Temple at Jerusalem, 
’..here the High Priest of Israel utter ed this 
dread name in the Holy of Holies once a year, 
during a solemn festival. It should be read 
letter by letter: Yod, Eeh, Vav, Heh. The 
corresponding English letters are I H V H, 

Yod (I) .is the wand, Eeh (F.) the cup, Vav 
(V) the sword , and final Eeh (H) the coin or 
pentacle. These are the letters dimly shor.ii 
in the folds of the Fool’s white garment, at 
the neck. This supreme Hebrew ncaae for God, 
used thousands of times in the Old Testament, 
means: THAT TEIICE 1TAS, IS, AND HILL 3E. In 
connection with the Magician, it signifies 
that self-consciousness utilizes the four 
aspects of a single reality, in adapting to 
its needs the forms and conditions of human 
experience. 

The garden represents the field cultivated 
by the objective consciousness. This field 
is subconsciousness. The whole series of 
events, and all the forns of circumstance, of 
which v© become aware through sensory chan- 
nels, are events and forms of the activity of 
subconsciousness, 

ALL THAT SURROUNDS US IS THE MANIFESTATION 
CF SUBCONSCIOUS FORCES, Becppse the objec- 
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tive mind can control subconscious forces 
directly, and modify and adapt the rhythms of 
vibration ope rat ins a t subconscious levels, 
a trained magician is able to exert by mental 
means a degree of control over his environ- 
ment which amazes those of his contemporaries 
who do not share his knowledge and skill* 

Two principal forms of subconscious activ- 
ity are symbolized by the roses and lilies in 
the garden. They represent desire and knowl- 
edge. 

The roses are red, to indicate active 
desire. Five are shown, because every desire 
is rooted in one of the five senses, Every 
rose also represents the number 5, because 
all roses have five, or seme multiple of 
five, petals. 

5 is the number of adaptation and adjust- 
ment; and self-consciousness, the special 
human expression of the Life -newer, acts by 
adaptation. Thus 5. is the number ©f nan, who 
embodies the personal factor ukach carries 
the development of natural forces beyond the 
mere averages which are characteristic of the 
sub-human and subconscious 1 levels of being. 
Thus it is written; "Nature unaided alivays 
fails," because this human personal factor is 
required in order to bring about the perfec- 
tion of the powers ‘which are only partly 
expressed in the kingdoms of nature below 
man. 

The lilies are white, to represent ab- 
stract perceptions of truth, or knowledge of 
principles and laws, apart from considera- 
tions of desire. They also represent the 
number 6, because they have six petals. 

In its symbolic meaning, 6 represents uni- 
versal energies like light, heat, electricity 
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and magnet ism, chemical forces, and so on. 
By means of concentration rre may perceive the 
true nature and laws of these forces. 

There are four lilies because pure science 
comprises knowledge of the powers the ancient 
physics termed fire, water, air and earth. 
In modern parlance these are: radiant energy, 
fluids, gases and s olids. They are the forms 
taken by the WORD typified by the Magician’s 
four implements. 

Summing up the meaning of this Key, we say 
that se lf-consciousness is th e primary human 
expression of the Life-power^ It constitutes 
your a wareness of your environme nt f and this 
is really a waren ess.. cf--.merH-.nl im pressio ns- you 
receive from the world round you through the 
channels of sensation. The activities of 
yo ur environment are manifestations of var i- 
ous powers of su bc or-sc jousnes s . 

Self-consciousness is consciousness of be- 
ing ONE, standing in relation to others. :, 1 
an I, and that is not-I." At a higher level 
of unfoldment, what is usually called ”ny- 
self,” that is, the physical body, is in- 
cluded among the things which are "not -I,” 
Beyond this is a state wherein the personal 
consciousness is recognized as bein: , like 
the physical body, merely an instrument for 
expressing the superconscious power of the 
real SEIF. 

In pxrtly developed persons the objective 
mind creates the illusion that the SELF is 
peculiar to a particular personality— that 
the personal "self” is a unique identity, 
separate from all others. Concentration and 
meditation lead to freedom from this illu- 
sion, by enabling us to see that it is. an 
illusi on. 
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Yfhen you cane to this recognition, you 
trill no longer think end. act as if you were a 
separate being. Then you will knot? that your 
personality is an instrument through thick 
the One Force typified by the Fool finds 
expression. 

Remember, the Life-power works through 
your self-consciousness. Your will, in so 
far as it really is will, and not a delusive 
shad cut, is a specialization of the universal 
TOLL. To know this is to be certain that 
your true trill is irresistible. This estab- 
lishes confidence in the happy outcome of all 
your undertakings. 

It is the only knowledge, that con make you 
truly 3ELF-relisnt, free from the least trace 
cf worry or anxiety, and therefore able to 
give undivided attention to the experience of 
the moment. This consciousness enables you 
to live in the NOT, and because in truth it 
is always HOT, this consciousness permits you 
to live in eternity, instead of being tine- 
bound, instead of relating yourself either to 
the past or to the future. 

Every bit of practical training explained 
in our curriculum aims to aid you in unfold- 
ing this consciousness. Until you receive 
the next lesson, review this one carefully. 
Make sure you understand every detail of the 
symbolism of the Magician. 

This Key is designed to awaken the power 
of attention. Attention is truly magical. 
By acts of attention, the etheric vibrations 
of external objects are concentrated cn a 
brain center. These vibrations have a ten- 
dency to organize that center in accordance 
with the intrinsic nature of the thing at- 
tended to. Thus the brain center i3 attuned 
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to the idea which is the inner reality of the 
thing under observation.* This attunenent is 
expressed as conscious perception of that 
inner reality. Then one sees through the 
fom of the thing into its essential nature. 

Be alert, then, to the life round you. 
Use every instrument of sensation to gather 
accurate inf ornation. Resolve to see into 
life, instead of merely looking at it. You 
will find the world transforming itself be- 
fore your eyes. This is one of the great, 
fundamental secrets of magic. 

Use Tarot Key 1 daily to sharpen your pow- 
ers of observation and attention. Be sure to 
record your impressions, day by day , in your 
occult diary. 
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TAROT FTJHDAMEHTAJLS 
LESSON SEVEN 
SUBCONSCIOUSNESS 


Before you read this lesson study carefully 
the symbolism of Key 2, the High Priestess. 
Remember , Tarot uses the universal language of 
pictorial symbolism, with which the deeper 
part of yournind is perfectly familiar. One 
purpose of the Tarot Keys is to evoke thought, 
and by looking at a Key before you begin to 
read our explanations, you bring the knowledge 
already present in the depths of your subcon- 
sciousness closer to the surface • This vri.ll 
make it easier for you to grasp the signifi- 
cance of the v.Titten words. Devote at least 
five minutes to this preparatory practice, and 
longer v/henever you have time. 

Among the meanings of the number 2 is 
subordination* This word gives a clue to the 
relationship existing between subconscious- 
ness, represented by Key 2, and objective mind 
or self-consciousness, represented by the Ma- 
gic ian. 

The symbolism of Key 1 shows the magician 
controlling the powers of subconsciousness, 
which are alvnxys amenable to his suggestive 
influence. It is because of this that you are 
able to employ these Keys to bring into vigor- 
ous manifestation the latent fcrces of your 
inner life. • The principle involved has been 
explained in Lesson 3 of SEVEN STEPS* Review 
that lesson, and Lesson 2 of the same course, 
in connection with your present study. 

The psychological law there stated, that 
subconsciousness is perfectly amenable to con- 
trol by suggestion, makes it obvious that what 
you must consider very carefully is how you 
use your self-conscious mind. For it deter- 
mines what you plant in subconsciousness. 
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Subconsciousness, you will recall, is rep- 
resented by the garden in Key 1. The fertile 
soil of this garden will grow any seed planted 
by 'the Magician. If he plants careless obser- 
vations and incorrect reasoning, the weeds and 
taros of conscious thought, subconsciousness 
rrill develop these seeds of error a thousand- 
fold, Tilth all sorts of uncomfortable conse- 
quences. On the other hand, if you learn to 
concentrate, to make ycur mental imagery clear 
and definite, if you make accurate- observa- 
tions from Tillich you draw correct inferences, 
the seed you plant in ycur subconscious gar- 
den Trill bear fruit in the renevjal, revivifi- 
cation and regeneration of ycur personality* 

The ability of subconsciousness to develop 
seed ideas in this manner may be f emulated 
thus: SUBCONSCIOUSNESS IS POSSESSED OF PERFECT 
PCViERS OF- DEDUCT I7E REASONING. If you are un- 
certain as to the differ enee between inductive 
and deductive reasoning, consult a dictionary 
before proceeding farther. Always, vrhen you 
study, have a good dictionary at hand, for you 
v/ill need it frequently in the course of this 
instruction. You mil find that the practice 
of making sure of the precise meaning and use 
of words vrill he of inestimable benefit to you 
in the orderly organization of your mental 
processes. •* 

Geometrically the number 2 is the line , the 
extension of the p oint (number l). This is 
related to the subconscious power just men- 
tioned, whereby the consequences of conscious 
thought and observation are developed. You 
Trill not fail to note that the extension of 
the central point of a circle into a diameter 
(en extension in two opposite directions) 
divides the circle into two parts, each the 
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exact duplicate of the other* In this power 
of duplication may be perceived the basic 
function of subconsciousness, nenojy. This 
brings us to a third psychological principle: 
SUBCONSCIOUSNESS KEEPS A PERFECT RECORD OF ALL 
EXPERIENCE, AND THEREFORE HAS PERFECT MEMORY. 
Not only does it retain every experience of a 
single personality, but it holds also a sun- 
rcary of the race experience, and this is the 
souroe of the greater part of our intuitions 
and of our scientific discoveries. 

YJhen Hebrew letters we re scratched rudely 
on stone, the character for Girael, the letter 
printed on Key 2, ms a picture of a boiT. 
This is one reason Gimel follows Beth in the 
alphabet. The primitive character for Beth 
was an arr ow-head, and in the development cf 
weapons, bows f oil ow arrows. Men began by 
throwing their darts by hand. The invention 
of the bow came later. The bow speeds the 
arr ow to its nark, yet it is secondary, when 
it is considered as a v/eapon suggested by the 
dart or arrow. A bow, moreover, extends the 
range of the arrow. Similarly the subo ca- 
se iousness represented by Gimel oarries your 
conscious determinations to successful con- 
clusions. It makes your decisions "hit the 
mark." Yet the activities of subconsciousness 
are derived fr an, and are secondary to, the 
operations of self-consciousness pictured by 
Key 1. 

Subconsciousness is the propulsive, driving 
force in human personality. Keep in mind this 
idea of propulsion. Link it up ■'with the noun 
"propeller, 1 ' that which drives a boat or an 
airplane. Self-consciousness aims and steers. 
Subconsciousness provides the motive force. 

As a symbol the b ow is feminine, and the 
characteristics of subconsciousness are those 
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which, from tine immemorial, have been associ- 
ated with the feminine sex. Subconsciousness 
is the protective, maternal, nutritive, repro- 
ductive aspect of consciousness, always repre- 
sented in esoteric literature under the guise 
of feminine symbols * Among these, besides the 
b*w, are the ark, the crescent moon, the cup, 
the ship, the sistrum of Isis, almonds, ovals, 
lozenges (diamond-shaped figures), and many 
others, including some we shall find in Tarot. 

The letter-name, Gimel, means "camel*" The 
early forms «f the letter may have suggested 
the name, because the head and neck of a camel 
bear some resemblance to a bent bow. Again, 
the Hebrew verb gawnal , spelt v/ith the sane 
letters (GML) as the noun Gimel, means, (l) to 
carry a load; (2) to ripen as fruits; (3) to 
recompense, whether for good or evil, so that 
it includes the ideas of reward and of punish- 
ment. All these meanings are connected v/ith 
the action of subconsciousness. 

Gne familiar action of subc onsciousness is 
"mind -wandering." This enables us, when xre 

fall into a state 'of revery, to pass from one 
thought to another until we have traversed a 
vast field of ideas. Until xre learn to con- 
trol this power of associating image v/ith 
image, it interferes with concentration, and 
v/ith all other directed use of our mental pow- 
ers. It is like a camel running wild. YJhen 
xre learn to drive it, ^his sane power of asso- 
ciation will take us quickly to any chosen 
goal. 

As the seat of memory, subconsciousness 
"carries the load" of our personal experience. 
It bears a greater burden than this, because 
subconsciousness is a universal phase of the 
Life-power T s activity, and "personal" subcon- 
sciousness is merely a particular nanifesta- 
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tion, through a single organism, of this great 
and all-inclusive universal subconsciousness* 
Hence, when we learn how, we nay gain access 
to the records of all experience, by tapping 
the cosmic subconscious memories. By this 
means, it is possible to arrive at accurate 
reconstructions of the past. Sometimes only 
the general principles are recovered, and the 
discoveries of scientists are often simply 
this, as more than one of then has admitted. 
Occasionally the particular details of some 
ancient era are also recovered, and occult 
literature contains many authentic examples of 
this type of recovery. 

Other implications of the letter-name Ginel 
are: transportation; motion from place to 
place; movement to and fro, as cf the regular 
journeys of caravans over trade routes; hence, 
commerce, exchange, reciprocity, interchange, 
alternation, correlation, correspondence and 
communication, dissemination of information, 
consequently, education and science. Study all 
these words v/ith the aid of a dictionary. They 
describe your subconsciousness and its powers. 

In thlT esoteric doctrine of Israel, Ginel 
is said to correspond to the Ho cm, which is a 
"ship of the skies," just as a camel is a 
"ship of the desert." The Moon center in the 
human brain is the pituitary body, which, be- 
sides the functions known to physiologists, is 
understood by occultists to act as a transmit- 
ting station, through which the mental states 
of self-consciousness are relayed to centers 
of the nervous system, located in the physical 
body below the brain. 

Among ideas suggested by the Moon are: 
reflection; periodicity (because it waxes and 
wanes); association* accompaniment, correla- 
tion (because the Moon is a satellite, consort 
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or follower of the earth, and in like manner 
subconsciousness follows the lead of self- 
consciousness) • 

As a crescent, the Moon suggests a Udoit, the 
original form of Ginel. Thus it is •onneeted 
with the goddess named Diana by the Romans and 
Artemis by the Greeks. Diana is a huntress, 
and to hunt is to follow, to inquire, to pur- 
Even while we sleep it is reviewing all our 
experiences, ruminating (like a camel chewing 
its cud) over what we have sensed, felt and 
reasoned. During sleep this nocturnal mental 
luminary carries on the mental processes which 
lead to the consequences of what we have 
observed, felt and consciously reasoned out 
during the day. 

Diana or Artemis was a virgin geddess, and 
because she presided over child-birth she was 
closely related to Eekate, who, for the an- 
cient Greeks, combined the characteristics cf 
moon goddess, earth goddess, and queen of the 
underworld of shades, the abode of the dead* 
Hekate had a shore in the rulers hip of earth 
and sea; gave aid in war, in athletic contests 
and in hunting; protected herds and children; 
but she was particularly the goddess of magic, 
mystery and occult powers generally. She also 
presided over the meeting-place at which roads 
cross. Indeed, it is principally from the 
attributes of Hekate that the symbolism of the 
second Tarot Key is derived. ALL THE POUERS 
ATTRIBUTED TO THESE HOOK GODDESSES ARE ACTUAL, 
LIVING POVjERS OF YOUR SUBCONSCIOUSNESS. 

One key word for this picture, based on its 
connection with Gimel and the Moon, is associ- 
ation . Not only ordinary association of ideas 
within the limits of your own mind. A wider 
kind of association, symbolized by the camel 
because the journeys cf caravans connect dis- 
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tant places. SUBCONSCIOUSNESS HAS PERFECT 

CONNECTION WITH ALL POINTS IN SPACE. This laV 
is the basis of the phenomenon of telepathy. 
It is also the lav/- which will put you in touch 
with your arm personal Teacher, when you have 
developed to a point where you are ready for 
higher instruction. This sane lav/ has many 
other applications in practical occultism. 

During your practice period this week, 
color Key 2, in accordance v/ith the following 
directions. 


YELLOYi: Left foreground, snail space at 
right foreground* 

GREEN: pains on curtain behind High Priest- 
ess, (not centers). 

BLUE: Background, from yellow foreground, 
up. Her robe. The robe should have 
white in it also, where it shimners 
down in front and cut of the picture, 
to represent flowing water* 

GRAY* Throne; veil background (veil need 
not be painted unless desired). 

WHITE: Inner garment; cross on breast; head 
drapery; right pillar; centers of palms. 
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TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 
LESSON EIGHT 
THE HIGH PRIESTESS 

The title of this Key means literally, "the 
chief feminine elder*" It applies perfeotly 
to Hekate and the other moan goddesses of the 
ancients, including the Egyptian Isis and the 
Hindu Maya or Prakriti* Under the figures of 
these goddesses the priesthoods of old time 
concealed their knowledge of the powers of 
subc onsciousness , 

Remember that subconscious powers are uni- 
versal as well as personal* In the doctrine 
received by us it is held that this subcon- 
scious activity is the real substance of all 
things we call "physical objects*" Ylhat ap- 
pears to us as wood or stone, as various scrts 
of minerals, as the bodies cf plants and ani- 
mals, as the matter entering into the forms 
round us, is held to be actually the subcon- 
scious level cf the manifestation of the One 
Force pictured in Tarot as the Foci. 

A few years ago, scienti sts would have made 
fun of this idea* Today several prominent 
physicists say boldly that the real substance 
•ut of which atoms are built is "probably" 
mind-stuff . This probability of modern sci- 
entific speculation is an established certain- 
ty for the Inner School to which we we the 
invention of the Tarot Keys* THE ACTUAL SUB- 
STANCE OF THE PHYSICAL PLANE, FROM '.HIGH ALL 
FORMS PERCEPTIBLE TO THE HUMAN SENSES ARE 
BUILT, IS MENTAL ENERGY, FORKING AT THE SUB- 
CONSCIOUS LEVEL* 

Hence the Tarot Key which pictures this 
primary "material" is rightly named "the chief 
feminine elder," because it symbolizes the 
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original receptive, reproductive and form- 
building power in the universe. This it is to 
which you have access through your personal 
subconsciousness, which is like a bay opening 
into the ocean of universal subconscious men- 
tal energy. 

Blue is the predominant color of Key 2, and 
in one occult color-scale, blue is attributed 
to the letter Ginel and to the Moon, It is 
also associated in occultism with the element 
of water and with subconsciousness. 

Much of the symbolism of the High Priest- 
ess is directly connected with memory. Her 
scroll contains the complete record of expert 
ence, but two things are necessary if you are 
to read it. 

First, you must practice concentration. By 
careful observation and vivid awareness of 
what goes on round you, you focus your mental 
camera, and the resulting images are sharp and 
clear. Secondly, you must understand and 
apply the laws of recall, as set forth in the 
symbols of this Key, 

The pillars represent two of these laws by 
their form and color, and another law* byltheir 
position. You easily recall ideas or things 
like each other; ideas or things in sharp con- 
trast to each other; id cas or things near each 
other in space or time. In practical mnemon- 
ics, or the art of recollection, these three 
principles are utilized. Use these identifi- 
cation tags when you file your experiences. 
Thus you rn.ll make a mental index rrhich will 
enable you to recall whatever you rash. Link 
what you v/ant to remember with something like 
it. Contrast it with something markedly dif- 
ferent. Notice what things are near it in 

time or space. Do this when you meet a new 
acquaintance, and hear his name, and you will 
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find that you have no difficulty whatever in 
recalling the name the next time you see him. 

In the symbols on the veil behind the High 
Priestess, the members of the pattern are 
pomegranates and palms, v/hich symbolize oppo- 
site forces, and refer to the lav/* of contrast. 
Thus both repetition and contrast are sham by 
the pattern on the veil. 

The many repetitions of these units of de- 
sign refer to the fourth lavr of recall, which 
is that of frequency . Tie recall easily v/hat 
t re repeat often. You had an opportunity to 
put this lavr into practice when you learned 
The pattern on the Trestleboard . A2 ong with 
frequency goes recency , since we tend to 
recall recent experiences more readily than 
those -which occurred sane time ago. This lavr 
of recency is represented in Key 2 by the writ- 
ing on the scroll. 

These lavs of memory are various processes 
of association , dealt vrith in connection with 
the meaning "of the letter Gimel, on page 6 of 
the preceding lesson. There we mentioned uni- 
versal association and communication. The lavr 
v/hich makes this possible is closely bound up 
vrith all the meanings of the number 2, a n d 
is graphically represented by the robe of the 
High Priestess. 

This robe symbolizes the element of water, 
which is in turn a symbol of root matter, or 
Prakriti, as Hindus call it. The wavy lines 
of the robe represent vibration. This is one 
of the most important rrords in occultism (and 
one which is sadly abused by ignorant dabblers 
and mystery-mongers). He live in a vibratory 
universe, and it is vibration in the root mat- 
ter -which puts us in touch vrith other points 
of the universe. These points are themselves 
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centers of the conscious energy of the One 
Life-power* The same law of vibration, at 
work © n the physical plane, brings to us the 
radiant energy of the sun, and of other forms 
of energy converging upon this planet from 
every point in space* 

The root matter is identical with subcon- 
sciousness, of y/hich water is also a symbol* 
Water was the first mirror, and because mir- 
roring is duplication and reflection, the 
symbolism «f water is directly related to the 
meanings of the number 2* It is the conscious 
energy of the One Fcrce, acting upon itself in 
its subconscious aspect of root matter, which 
brings into being all physical structures, 
including the cells of your body* 

The function of every cell is the result of 
the Life-power flowing through that cell* This 
is the truth behind the statements developed 
in Lesson Four of SEVEN STEPS. 

Watch your daily experience closely and you 
will soon be able to detect the operation of 
subconsciousness in your own life* As you be- 
come increasingly familiar with these princi- 
ples and the ray they work, you will put them 
more and more into conscious operation* Thus 
will you gain greater control over the forces 
of your personality. Persistent practice in 
directing your perscnal forces leads eventual- 
ly to the attainment of extraordinary control 
over physical conditions, and this control is 
exerted by mental means. 

The veil behind d;he throne of the High 
Priestess is a symbol of virginity* The 
design on it refers to the associative powers 
of subconsciousness* The units of the design 
are palm leaves and pomegranates, which are, 
respectively, masculine and feminine symbols* 
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The pomegranates are red, the color of the 
masculine planet liars, while the pains are 
green, representing the feminine Venus vibra- 
tion. This is only one of many places in Key 
2 Tihere the union of opposite for ces is sym- 
bolized. The veil itself, because it joins 
the two pillars, is another representation of 
this union* 

The pillars, alike in form but opposite in 
color, symbolize all pairs of opposites, such* 
as light and darkness, attraction and repul- 
sion, affirmation and negation, active and 
passive, manifest and unnanifest. In each of 
these pairs, the first is represented by the 
white pillar, and the second by the black. On 
the r/hite pillar is Yod , the initial letter of 
the Heb rev/ noun Jachin . That on the black 
pillar is Beth, the initial of Boaz . Thus the 
pillars of the High Priestess are identified 
with those at the porch of Solomon f s temple. 

The lotus buds at the top of the pillars 
refer to the subconscious activity which is 
the cause of growth and development in organic 
life. They are buds because this Key repre- 
sents potencies or possibilities of subcon- 
sciousness, apart from their actual expression 
in response to impulses from objective mind. 

The High Priestess sits on a cubic stone, 
to show that the functions of subconsciousness 
are related to principles which are fundamen- 
tal laws of space. At this point it is beyond 
the scope of the lesson to enter into extended 
exposition of the meaning of the cube. It is 
a symbol of salt, a preservative, because salt 
actually crystallizes in cubes. The cube is 
also a symbol of the element of earth and of 
the physical plane. Again,- it stands for 
truth and for order, because all its faces aro 
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equal, and so are its boundary lines* 

This cube Is of stone , a word having occult 
meanings which signify life, wisdom and union. 
Briefly, the cubic stone in Key 2 means that 
every operation of subconsciousness is based 
on immutable principles of truth and order, 
operative throughout the physical plane as 
well as in higher fields of activity* 

The robe of the High Priestess, besides be- 
ing a representation of the root natter, is a 
symbol of flowing and fluidity* Thus it typi- 
fies the ever-changing forms of life* It is 
dram so as to seem to flow out of the pic- 
ture* Understand it as being the source of 
all streams and pools among the symbols of the 
Keys, from. Key 3 to Key 21, 

The High Priestess 1 crown is of silver, the 
metal of the Iloon* It shows, by its form, the 
waxing and waning lunar crescents, with the 
full moon between then. They suggest periodi- 
city and alternation, as well as the reflect- 
ing and reproductive power associated with the 
Moon and with lunar deities in every system of 
mythology* Furthermore, since the Moon ac- 
tually plarizes sunlight, we find here another 
reference to the polarity symbolized by Key 2, 
The cross on the woman’s breast is white, 
to represent light. It is also the primitive 
form of Tav, the last letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet, corresponding to Key 21* This cross 
has many meanings, some of t/hich will be men- 
tioned in subsequent lessons* Now its four 
equal arms may serve to remind you of the four 
implements on the Magician’s table, and of 
their combined activity* Nor will you miss 
the connection between the cross and Hekate, 
patron goddess of the point where roads meet 
at right angles. 
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The scroll represents memory, the record of 
experience and the basis of history. The word 
TORA signifies law, and is a rearrangement of 
the letters of S'OTA, Latin for wheel . This 
is a reference to the Law of Cycles, or Rota- 
tion, to be dealt with more extensively later 
on. The Law of Cycles is closely connected 
v.rlth the Lav/ of Spiral Activity represented 
by the form of the rolled-up scroll. Both 
la\7s are aspects of the Law of Rhythm. 

The right hand of the High Priestess is 
hidden, because the more powerful activities 
of subconsciousness elude our attempts to 
analyze them. Her left hand, therefore, is 
the only one visible, to intimate that we 
perceive only the end results, or relatively 
superficial manifestations of the occult 
forces she represents. 

Finally, this Key symbolizes seven great 
Hermetic Laws or Principles. Many writers on 
Ageless Wisdom have discussed them. They are 
as follows i 

1. THE LAw OF MENTAL ISM. The law that the 
totality of the universe is essentially men- 
tal. This is indicated by those details of 
the symbolism which suggest that subcon- 
sciousness is the ’’matter” or substance of 
all things. 

2. THE IAU OF CORRESPONDENCE. The meaning 
of the letter Gimel is but one of many 
expressions of this law in the symbols and the 
occult attributions of Key 2. 

3. THE LATi OF VIBRATION, represented by 
basic meanings of 2, and by the wavy folds of 
the woman’s blue robe. 

4. THE LAN OF POLARITY, of which the pil- 
lars are among the principal symbols. 

5. THE LAY! OF RHYTHM, ~ symbolized by the 
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crown, since the basis of rhythm is periodic 
action, like the waxing and Tianing of the 
Moon. Hob ice that this is the crowning sym- 
bol, intimating that rhythm is the dominant 
lavr in subconscious mental activities. Every 
utilization of occult powers in magic demands 
the establishment of some chosen rhythm* 

6. THE LAu OF CAUSE AND EFFECT., symbolized 
by the scroll and by the word TORA. . This law 
is revealed by, and in turn makes intellig- 
ible, the record^ of human experience. 

7. THE LAD' OF GEHDEEl , represented by the 
palms and pomegranates on the veil, and by 
many other details of the symbolism* 

An excellent little treatise on these laws 
was witten down some years ago by ,T Three In- 
itiates.” Tie believe it may still be procured 
at occult bookstores. It is entitled The Ky- 
balim , and our Affiliates trill find it excel- 
lent supplement ary reading. 

The main lessen you should now learn from 
Key 2 is that your personal field of subcon- 
sciousness is materially connected with even 
the most distant stars. ”Your ,T subconscious- 
ness is a temporarily restricted portion, of 
the potential mode of universal matter. Lind- 
stuff is the original material from which 
everything is made. Through various process- 
es, all essentially mental, the mind-stuff 
nndorgoes changes in form, which make it 
appear as physical objects. 

These ar© actual objects, 'what we are say-* 
ing about their essential mental quality is in 
no way a denial of their reality as things in 
man ! s environment. But it is important to 
know that their original and actual material 
may be shaped by conscious control of human 
mental imagery. Through your personal sub- 
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consciousness you have access tc an inexhaust- 
ible supply of the original material of the 
physic al universe, and when you learn how to 
use powers already yours, you nay shape this 
material AS YOU HILL. 
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CREATIVE IMAGINATION 

This week look at Ivey 3, the Express, for 
five minutes before reading the lesson. Re- 
member that every Tarot Key is a symbolic 
picture of some aspect of your consciousness. 
All these Keys are portraits of yourself. As 
Eliphas Levi tells us. Tarot speaks by evoking 
thought— not merely intellectual activity, but 
all the various expressions of mind-power that 
externalize themselves in man's life and con- 
sciousness. 

Looking at the Key3 is the fundamental 
method for bringing closer to the surface the 
deeper potencies of your inner life, TIhenever 
you study one of these lessons, have always at- 
hand the Key to which the text relates, and 
glanee often at the picture, as you read. 

MULTIPLICATION is a key-word attributed to 
the number 3, To multiply is to cause to 
increase in number, to make more by natural 
generation. Multiplication is the act or 
operation of increasing by multiplying. 

CREATIVE IMAGINATION is the way the princi- 
ple of multilpioaticn manifests itself in your 
mental life. The seoret of the process is 
given in that part of the definition of the 
number 3 which speaks of "the response of sub- 
consciousness to self-consciousness in the 
generation of mental images,” 

Just as 3 is produced by the combination of 
1 and 2, so is the Empress a symbolic combina- 
tion of ideas pictured by the Magician and the 
High Priestess. The activity resulting from 
the harmonious union of the forces symbolized 
by these two is shown by Key 3. 
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As the sum of 1 and 2, the number 3 is the 
union of the ideas of individuality (1) and 
repetition (^). The repetition of the unit 
through the agency of the duad is rapr educ- 
tion, and reproduction is manifested as renew- 
al, generation, growth, fertility, development 
and fecundity. Hence 3 is the number of pro- 
dxiction, formation, organization, propagation, 
elaboration. Representing organization, it 
suggests arrangement, and the r ight adaptation 
of parts to a whole. This implies anticipa- 
tion, expectation, purpose, plan, contrivance, 
invention. All these meanings of 3 are shown 
in the symbolism of the Empress, because this 
Key typifies the working of your subconscious- 
ness in the activities indicated by the words 
corresponding to the number. 

The Hebrew letter printed on the picture is 
Daletli, meaning ’'door. 11 Originally it wa s a 
crude drawing of the flap of a tent. Later it 
come to mean any sort of door— the leaf, not 
the Opening, Hence it suggests power to admit 
Or bar, to retain or to let out. 

The door has been always a feminine symbol, 
representing birth, reproduction, and the en- 
try of life into manifestation. Some authori- 
ties, indeed, say Daleth represents the womb, 
the door of personal life, opening to receive 
the seed, closing to retain the germ of life 
during the period of gestation, and opening 
again to send the newborn creature into the 
world. Similar activities, on planes above 
the physical, are represented by the same 
symbol. 

Subconsciousness receives the seed impulse 
of observations made during periods of concen- 
trated attention. Then follows a cycle of 
development within the field of subconscious- 
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ness. When this cycle is completed, a new 
idea, or an invention, or some new plan, comes 
forth through the door of subconsciousness in- 
to the field of self-conscious awareness . The 
form of this completed result of creative 
imagination may be altogether different fr on 
the fora taken by the original seed-thoughtj 
but the life in that form is continuous with 
the life in the seed-thought, just as the life 
in a human body is continuous with the life in 
the spermatozoon and ovum from which that body 
v/as developed. 

In this operation of subconsciousness there 
is an apparent accretion of materials round a 
vital center. This is as true in mental as in 
physical creation. In this connection, remem- 
ber that the Greek noun delta , derived from 
the Hebrew Daleth, represents both the femin- 
ine organ of generation and the accretion of 
alluvial soil at the mouth of a river, as x.hen 
we speak of the Delta of the Nile, or the Del- 
ta of the Liississippi. And Delta is the name 
of the fourth letter in the Greek alphabet, 
corresponding to Daleth. 

Scene think the original hieroglyphic for 
Daleth represented the radiance of sunrise, 
the entrance of light into the world through 
the gateway of the East. This may account for 
the attribution cf the direction East to Dal- 
eth, and for this letter’s being the sign of 
the aspect cf consciousness Qabalists name the 
Luminous Intelligence. 

Radiance is vibration produced by solar 
force. The sunshine is not ' the sun. The 
brightness and splendor are effects caused by 
the action of the luminary. His rays make the 
sun visible. They are his power. Hence, be- 
cause the sun is one of the principal emblems 
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of the Supreme Spirit, sunshine represents the 
"mysterious power" of the cosmic Life-Breath-- 
the manifesting agency Hindus call Prakriti, 
of vrioMif the Gita says: "Ly great Prakriti is 
the womb into which I cast the seed; from. 
thence is the birth of all creatures." 

fKaaiation of solar energy, being the basis 
of* all vegetable and animal life, is what 
brings about gradual unfoldnent of conscious- 
ness* It is also the cause of those physio- 
logical changes v/hereby a human personality 
manifests higher orders of consciousness. This 
radiant energy is also the actual physical 
force which assumes definite forms in your 
acts of creative imagination.^ 

Kee this in mind, in order to intensify 
your feeling that you are using real powers in 
yo nr occult work. In their essence, to be 
sure, these are purely spiritual powers. They 
who say there is really no such thing as a 
separate entity called "matter" are perfectly 
correct. 

On the other hand, these relative states 
and conditions of the manifestation of spiri- 
tual energy which constitute the field of 
investigation for physical science are also 
perfectly real * TPnatever of illusion there 
nay be about then is in the erroneous human 
opinion that the physical manifestations of 
the Life-power are separate from the finer and 
subtler manifestations which are termed psy- 
chic, astral, and so on. 

According to the Ageless YJisdom vmich is 
summarized in Tarot, all forms of manifesta- 
tion are expressions of a single energy which 
enjoys an' 4 unbroken ana unbreakable continuity. 
This energy is real, and its reality extends 
"downward" into the physical plane just as 
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truly as it extends n upward" into realms of 
finer and more intense vibration* "That which 
is above is as that which is below, and that 
which is belovr is as that which is above * 11 

iiental images are patterns or matrices for 
physical conditions* Iiental objects, in their 
plane, have just as definite reality a nil val- 
idity as physical ob jects * ^Creative inagin- 
ation, represented by the Impress, is the 
process of internal development and arrange- 
ment 'which produces the external manifestation 
of physical conditions c Qrresp endi ng to mental 
patterns?) Under ordinary conditions, t he men- 
t al images ar e gr adual ly p recipit ated into 
physical expression through a series of subtle 
transformations so complex that ire cannot 
trace the links in the series* Those extra- 
ordinary personalities, the adepts and liasters 
of the Inner School, are able to speed up this 
series of transf ormatiens so that their mental 
images are almost instantaneously manifested 
as physical actualities* Tills is the secret 
of instantaneous healing, of such vrerks of 
power as the change of water into wine, or 
the miracle of the loaves and fishes* 

Yet it must be remembered that these extra- 
ordinary manifestations are no exceptions to 
the general rule* For the merest tyro, as 
well as for the adept, mental imagery is the 
basis of bodily and environmental conditions* 
The states of body and environment which you 
are now experiencing are the fruition of your 
mental images • If you vmnt different external 
conditions, you must change the images* This 
is one secret of dominion. 

Thus it is valuable to utilize every legit- 
imate device to make us realize that our 
mental imagery is a manifestation of real pow- 
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er, of poiTer having definite physical potency 
as ’Tell as metaphysical reality. The chaotic 
conditions in our present political and eco- 
nomic systems are direct results of chaotic, 
disorderly images held in the minds of mil- 
lions of human beings. To change the external 
state of affairs* the mental images must be 
changed, and to attain this desirable result 
(which requires that each person shall under- 
take the cultivation of his own mental garden) 
it is first of all necessary to help people to 
understand that outer circumstances are really 
the physical embodiments of pre-existent men- 
tal patterns. 

Anong the Tarot Keys, the Empress is the 
symbolic atatement of* the harraonious and con- 
structive direction of mental imagery. This 
will be more apparent next week, after you 
have considered the meaning Of the various 
details of the symbolism. 

This week, as usual, we are concerned with 
impressing these details on your mind as you 
color the Key. As heretofore, plan your work 
so as to complete the coloring on the last day 
of your week*s study. Thus all week long you 
will be educating yourself by means of pictor- 
ial symbolism, the natural language of subcon- 
sciousness, and what you will be drawing forth 
frcm within will be what the Inner School has 
learned concerning the operation of creative 
imagination. Such visual education is more 
valuable than any verbal interpretation, since 
it calls into actual operation the very p owers 
which the symbols represent. It also calls 
into play the wider associative power of 
subconsciousness, whereby your mento.1 image of 
the Key attunes you to wise men who are fully 
conversant with every detail of the meaning. 
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DIRECTIONS FCEl COLORING 


YELLOW 5 Background., shoes, staff of scep- 
ter, 

GREEN: Foliage, grass, wreath. Robe (ex- 
cept cuffs, girdle, collar edging and 
panel), 3all on scepter, 

BLUE: Stream and waterfall, 

BROwN* Tree trunks beside vraterfall, 

GRAY : Stone bench, 

SILVER: Crescent, 

GOLD: Stars, collar edging, girdle, cross 
and bar on scepter, 

COPPER: Shield (except dove). Mix red and 
brown to secure copper color, 

BLONDE; Hair, 'wheat ears, 

YililTE; Pearls, panel in dress, cuffs of 
dress, dove, highlights in 'waterfall, 
RED: Roses, triangle on breast. 


In your study period ponder this: THE 
POINT UiLRE THE MCRLING PL. HR OF SUBCONSCIOUS- 
NESS MAY BE CONTROLLED IS THE POINT "HERE 
THOUGHTS TAKE DEFINITE FORM AS MENTAL IMAGES. 

A statement like ’’All is Good” is not a 
definite mental image. Statements of truth do 
no work unless they are linked to specific 
imagery. The images must be concrete. They 
must prepare min d and body for action. 

This is in no sense a denial of the im- 
portance and value of abstract statements of 
principle, as helps to right understanding. 
The point is that intellectual statements of 
truth must be supplemented by concrete imagery 
before the mighty forces of the inner Ilfs' can 
be made to emerge as actual forms and condi- 
tions of the physical .plane. 
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THE STRESS 


The noun "empress" comes from a Latin root 
meaning "to set in order, to arrange*" This, 
you will see, is in agreement with sane of the 
meanings of the number 3 given in the preced- 
ing lesson. In Tarot, the Empress represents 
the inner side of the process which establish- 




series has to do with the outer side of the 
same process* 

By contrast with the High Priestess, 'who is 
a cold, virgin figure corresponding to the 
Lloon, the Empress is warm and maternal* She 
is the Great Li other, pregnant with the world 
of form* In this figure all the mother god- 
desses of the ancient world are synthesized, 
but she is particularly Aphrodite, or Venus# 

Venus is also the astrological attribution 
of the letter Daleth, according to the school 
of Qabalists represented in these pages* Here 
two points of occult teaching nay be of inter- 
est. According to H. P# 31avatsky f s Secret 
Doctrine, the human race owes much to an ear- 
lier development of consciousness connected 
with the planet Venus. Again, in the Rosier u- 
cian Pana Fraternitatis , the entrance to the 
mysterious vault which contained all the se- 
crets of the order, as well as the perfectly 
preserved body of the Founder, was discovered 
when one of the Brothers happened to remove 
a tablet of brass, a metal associated with 
the planet Venus* 

Furthermore, the vault itself had seven 
sides, and this heptagonal construction is 
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found also in many alchemical diagrams typify- 
ing the perfection of the Great Work* Such 
perfection is, of course, a victory ever all 
obstacles, and this idea of victory, linked 
Tilth the number 7, is associated with Venus, 
because Qabalists call 7 the Sphere of Venus, 
very simply, one meaning of all these 
mysterious hints is that the mental activities 
personified by the various mother deities, of 
whom. Venus is a type, are those which lead to 
completion of the Great Ylork, Hence, in the 
Qabalistic Book of Formation , ire find the idea 
of TTisdoa associated mt!i Daleth. 

The same book also attributes Folly to this 
letter,.. This is because the same activities 
which, rightly understood and applied, lead to „ 
the discovery of the Great Secret, and enable 
us to complete the Great YfOrk, are those which 
drive millions of men and women into all sorts 
of foolish thought and action. 

Tarot shows the positive, constructive as- 
pects of the activity symbolized by the Great 
Mother, The negative, destructive activities 
are not represented. To picture them would be 
to synthesize all the Furies into one horrible 
figure, and even then the picture would fall 
short of the menace of perverted and distorted 
mental imagery. 

Remember, subconsciousness accepts as true, 
and proceeds to develop by deduction, whatever 
suggestions are impressed cn it by the habitu- 
al mental attitudes of self-consciousness, 
/"Subconsciousness is particularly susceptible 
to the power of words, ESPECIALLY THE -LORDS YiE 
USE AS PREDICATES AFTER THE INITIAL STATEMENT, 
”1 Aisi. '* ) 

A really practical occultist watches his 


words. He is careful to utter no statement he 
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is unwilling to see realo.zed in his external 



his instruction he learns that the "I AL!" is, 
in very truth, a magic "Viorel of Power," This 
is the "Lost T*ord" of which s o much has been 
said and written — lost, because the profane 
world has forgotten its significance and its 
actual power* Yet the Lost Vjord is found, 
in ever\ r generation of mankind, by those who 
ripen into understanding, 

b The Express, then, is mother Nature, per- 
sonified as Venus* She clothes herself in the 
web of manifestation which entangles the minds 
of fools; but the wise see through appearew&fceor 
and to them Nature unveils herself. The veil 
hiding truth is the veil of human ignorance. 
It may be taken away by those who know how to 
choose their mental images. 

Green is the color associated with Daleth, 
It predominates in Key 3, as it does in Na- 
ture, llote that green is produced by mixing 
yellow and blue, the colors associated with 
the magician and the High Priestess, 

The Empress is a matronly figure, and tra- 
ditional interpretations tell us she is preg- 
nant, This agrees with the fact that creative 
imagination results from the impregnation of 
subconsciousness by impulses originating in 
self-c ons c icusnes s . 

Her hair is yellow, like that of the Fool, 
to symbolize radiant energy. The wreath bind- 
ing it is of myrtle, a plant sacred to Venus, 
Hyrtle is an evergreen shrub. Like the aca- 
cia, it is a symbol of immortality. 

On the Empress 1 head is a crown of twelve 
golden, six-pointed stars. This connects her 
with the woman in the Apocalypse, clothed with 
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the sun and creamed with twelve stars* Like 
that woman, the Empress has the moon under her 
feet, to shew that the basis of her activity 
is the power symbolized by the High Priestess* 
The six-pointed stars represent universal 
forces* Thus the symbolism of the crown 
refers to the twelve modes of cosmic activity 
associated with the twelve signs of the zodi- 
ac* One idea conveyed by this detail of the 
symbolism is that subconsciousness, though it 
is influenced by suggestions originating in 
self-consciousness, is open also to an influx 
of power which descends from the celestial, or 
superconscious, level of the Life-p ewer’s ac- 
tivity* 

The Qnpress 1 green robe is bound by a gold- 
en girdle, above which there is shown a red 
triangle* By its shape, the triangle is a 
Greek letter Delta, corresponding to Daleth* 
It is red, to show that the influence of the 
universal fiery energy operates tlirough the 
activities of subconsciousness 0 

The Empress carries a scepter, surmounted 
by a globe bearing a cross. This is a symbol 
of dominion. Cider symbolism is that the 
globe and cross form a union of feminine and 
masculine, or positive and negative. 

The shield is copper, the metal sacred to 
Venus. The dove on its face, also sacred to 
Venus, is the Christian symbol of the Holy 
Spirit* Hence the dove is connected v/ith the 
esoteric meanings of the number 3* 

In The Harmonies of Being , P. F. G. Lacuria 
writes: 

"The number three reveals to us the harmony 
of the Holy Spirit. The number three is the 
return to unity, which seems to be broken by 
the number two* It is in uniting the Father 
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and the Son that the Holy Spirit realizes it- 
self; and on this account it nay be considered 
as the efflorescence of the unity.” 

Do not let the theological terns in this 
quotation blind you to its profound occult 
meaning. Lacuria wrote in a day when it was 
advisable to sound strictly orthodox, but he 
had esoteric associations with the same Order 
f r era which 3. 0. ‘f. A. derives both its knowl- 
edge, and its authority for continuing the 
practical work of applying that knowledge. 

Besides emphasizing the correspondence of 
the Empress to the woman in the Apocalypse, 
and indicating that the basis of her power is 
what Tarot symbolizes as the High Priestess, 
the moon under her feet reminds us that all 
activities having to do with growth, develop- 
ment, reproduction and imagination arc those 
in which the principle of rhythm operates. 

The stone seat is richly ornamented, in 
contrast tc the severe simplicity of the cube 
on which sits the High Priestess. This shows 
the result of the operation of self-conscious 
observation and induction upon subconscious- 
ness. It results in modifications and adapta- 
tions of Nature— the arts, fine and useful. 

The ripened wheat in the foreground repre-* 
sents the completion of a cycle of growth. It 
carries with it the same idea of multiplica- 
tion indicated by the number 3. The seed 
forms are multiplied. Every act of creative 
imagination elaborates conditions spontaneous- 
ly provided by Nature into new forms which, in 
turn, give rise to future growth. 

The stream and pool in the background rep- 
resent the stream of consciousness which has 
its source in the robe of the High Priestess. 
The symbol of water falling into a pool is al- 
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so an intimaticn of the Law of Gender, of the 
reciprocal relationship between the male and 
female: aoMt s obf coned ions <- energy « This " stream 
is a symbol of v/hnt is known in analytical 
psychology as libido , the driving energy or 
conscious life. The stream is modified and 
directed by the self-cons cious activities sym- 
bolized by the Magician, and the pool stands 
for the accumulation of those influences at 
the subconscious level. The stream -waters the 
garden, and makes it fertile. 

The cypress trees in the background are ten 
in number, corresponding to the ten eireles on 
the Fool’s outer garment » The cypress is a 
tree sacred to Venus. Attributed to the same 
goddess are red roses, of T/hich there are 
five, representing the five senses, and having 
the same meaning as the five roses in the 
Magician’s garden. 

Yet another Venusian symbol is the necklace 
of pearls. Seven pearls are visible, repr*- 
. senting the seven heavenly bodies known to the 
ancients. They correspond also to seven " in- 
terior stars,’* nerve centers in the human 
body, called chakra3 by Hindu yogis. 

When these beads are strung in a necklace, 
they are related together and put in order. 
Furthermore, a necklace like this touches the 
throat at the level of the Venus center which 
is located at this point. 

Tho intimation is that the Venus center is 
the one through which the seven interior stars 
are to be brought into orderly correlation, so 
that the forces playing through them may be 
controlled. This correlation may be called 
the secret entrance into adeptship, and thus 
the Venus center may be thought of as the door 
to mastery. 
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Regular use of the Empress i/ri.1 1 enrich your 
p ovjor of creative imagination and stimulate 
your inventiveness. It vrf.ll increase your 
ability to make new combinations of ideas. 

ue live in an age when cheap printing and 
motion pictures, combined with the cut-and- 
dried life of our c itd.es , endanger our p carer 
of creative imagination. Y. r e take too much of 
our mental imagery at second-hand, from the 
screen and from the printed page. 

In consequence of this, consulting psychol- 
ogists and other advisers are continually 
asked for help In the solution of personal 
problems which have arisen simply because many 
persons do not realize, .let alona utilize, the 
tremendous power of . imagination. 

Key 3 will help you use imagination posi- 
tively and constructively. Through your eyes 
it tells your subconsciousness what powers it 
has, and how they should be exercised, you 
may not grasp the inner meaning of the sym- 
bolism at first. BUT YOUR SUBCONSCIOUSNESS 
YTILL, because this picture, like the other 
Tarot Keys, is written in your subconscious 
mind‘s own language. 

Pictorial symbolism is the language of 
dream, of revery, of fantasy and imagination. 
IT IS NOT AN INTELLECTUAL AFFAIR, THOUGH 
INTELLECT MAY ANALYZE IT. It goes far deeper. 
Use Key 3 whenever you find yourself appar- 
ently sterile of ideas, and it will help to 
start an abundant flow of mental imagery. 
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REASON 


This week use Key 4, the Emperor, as the 
basis for your five-minute meditation before 
taking up the lesson. As you look at it, re- 
member that the Emperor, as his none shows, is 
the consort and complement of the Empress, 
Compare the two Keys, and discover for your- 
self as many points of contrast between them 
as you can. 

The key-word of the number 4 is ORDER.. 
Meanings closely allied are system, regula- 
tion, management, supervision. Thus 4 clearly 
relates to the class ifying activity of self- 
consciousness, induced by the r*sp«nse of 
subconsciousness to impressions originating at 
the self-conscious level. This classifying 
activity is REASON, 

Mental imagery is useful to us chiefly af- 
ter it has been systematized cr put in order. 
Then it becomes valuable in our daily lives, 
as a means to regulate, supervise and manage 
our affairs, 

Y/hen mental imagery is not so systematized, 
we are creatures of our emotions and desires— 
impractical dreamers, unable to meet adequate- 
ly the problems life presents to us. Note 
that verb ’’presents.” Life’s m-oblems are not 



evils . They are 


problem con- 


ceals a principle which, when understood, may 
be applied to the production of manifold use- 
ful and beautiful results.} Reason helps us to 
discover the principles hidden in problems. 
It is what enables uc to face life's experi- 
ences squarely, and transform all sesning evil 
into good. 
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The Emperor is an executive. The noun en- 
per or means ”he vrho sets in order,’ 1 and to set 
things in order is the chief f met ion of an 
administrative officer. Thus the title is 
closely bound up with the various meanings of 
the number 4. 

Tlie authority of the Emperor is exercised 
over the progeny of the Express. She is his 
consort, subject to her husband* Her mother- 
hood depends cn him. On the other hand, his 
sovereignty depends on her motherhood. Unless 
the universal subconscious activities bring 
forth a universe, the cosmic self -conscious- 
ness has nothing to govern. Because she is 
the manifesting power, which brings forms into 
being, he has something to rule. 

This is true also in man, whom occultists 
call the Microcosm, or ’’universe in little. u 
The activity of imagination is subconscious 
response to acts of attention and observation 
Originating at the level of self-ccnscious- 
ness (the Magician). Yet the magician, who 
appears now as the Emperor, would have nothing 
to control or transform did not subconscious- 
ness send up from its depths a stream of 
images to be classified and arranged by the 
•xercise of reason. Hence in Key 4 we find 
the Emperor seated on a height Ofror looking a 
stream in his domain. It is the same stream 
which waters the Empress 1 garden, and has its 
sourco in the shimmering robe of the High 
Priestess. 

In geometry 4 is represented by the square, 
an old symbol for the physical plane, and for 
things concrete. Specific mental images, in 
definite, logical order — ’’precept upon pre- 
cept, line upon line” --are the foundations of 
reason and good sense. 
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The number 4 is also connected wit h the 
idea of measurement, for by the use of reason 
we are enabled to take the measure of our ex- 
periences, so as to interpret them correctly* 
Without such rational right measurement of 
experience we continue to mistake the illusory 
for the real. Thus we make (for we cannot help 
being creative) conditions in our personal 
world which have the appearance of misery, 
poverty, disease, discontent, and the like. 

The letter printed on the Key is Heh, and 
its name means "window." A window admits 
light, symbol of knowledge, and air (Life- 
Breath, Spirit) into the house (Beth) or per- 
sonality, A window, again, permits outlook, 
survey, supervision, and so on. Hence the 
f motion of sight is attributed to the letter 
Heh. 

Windows, one might say, are the eyes Of a 
house. Even so the eyes of man have been 
called "windows of the soul*" 

Sight is also closely allied to reason. He 
find ourselves confronted with a problem. Tie 
study it, and reason out the answer. When we 
succeed, we say, "I see." Bad reasoning is 
perilous. Thus vre read: "Where there is no 
vision, the people perish." 

In Hebrew, the letter Heh i3 used as a def- 
inite article, like the English "the." Reason 
defines. Thus reason works a t the self- 
conscious level, for to define anything is to 
name it, and in occultism self-consciousness 
is associated with Adam, the namer. 

Often one hears a colloquial expression 
commonly used in connection with something 
unknown or queer. "Uarne it, and it's yours." 
YJhatever the origin of this bit of slanguage, 
it expresses an actual truth which we see 
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CLEARLY AS SOON AS EE UNDERSTAND THE REAL SIG* 
NIFICMCE OF NAMING ANYTHING. Think it over. 

Definition limits, sets boundaries, par- 
ticularizes, specializes, enters into details. 
The activities designated by these verbs are 
those which enter into the making of a consti- 
tution for any social organization, from that 
of a high-school club to that of a nation. Its 
constitution is, for any organization, the 
supreme authority. 

All laws must agree with the constitution, 
and laws themselves are definitions. Here it 
may be well to remind ourselves that what we 
call n laws of nature 11 are simply human, man- 
made definitions and descriptions of the way 
events follow one another in some particular 
field of human observation. 

Furthermore, our personal definitions (or 
naming) of the meanings of the events which 
constitute our life-experience have great 
suggestive influence on our subconsciousness. 
In one sense, every man makes his own lav/-, and 
is the author of the constitution of his per- 
sonal world. His life-experience conforms in 
large measure to the constitution he makes. 

Yet at the same time, every nan is living 
in the real world, and his happiness or misery 
are the direct consequence of the conformity 
of the constitution of his private world to 
that of the real world (if he is happy), or of 
the discrepancy between his private world and 
the real world (if he is miserable). 

The first of the twelve zodiacal signs, 
Aries, the Ram, is attributed to the letter 
Heh, and is therefore pictured by Key <L. As 
the first sign, it symbolizes the outgoing, 
ordered, cyclic motion, emanating from the 
Primal Hill— the beginning of cosmic manifes- 
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tation. According to astrological tradition 
Ar ies rules the head and face* especially the 
eyes, and dominates the higher functions of 
the bra in . 

Mars, the planet of war and conflict, but 
also the protector of fields against the 
attacks of enemies, is the ruler of Ar ies . In 
practical occultism, f, Mars n stands for a force 
at vrork in the human body. It is very active 
in the brain, and gives energy to the entire 
muscular system. Thfi^s it is the instrumental- 
ity of execution and of realization. Through 
this "Liars 11 force, man deals with the world 
of his environment, and sets that vrorld in 
order. 

Astrological traditions tell us the Sun is 
exalted (that is, finds its highest expres- 
sion) in Aries, From this we may understand 
that in our vrorld the highest manifestations 
of solar energy are those which are expressed 
in the human functions and pavers governed by 
Aries, and symbolized by Key 4, 

Dvery one of these functions and powers is 
actually the result of transformations of the 
solar energy in the cells of the human brain. 
Of all mechanisms and organisms on earth, our 
brains are the most wonderful, and the most 
powerful. They are run by solar force, as is 
every other organ in our bodies. 

Strictly speaking, the brain does not 
transform solar energy into thoughts. YJhat it 
does accomplish is the transformation of this 
energy into rates of vibration which enable 
the personal consciousness to receive ideas 
which are eternally present in the Universal 
Hind, and are being broadcast continually 
throughout space. The principle is similar to 
that, used in radio, where an electric current 
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in the receiving set establishes vibrations 
which nay be attuned to those originating in 
a broadcasting station. 

The receiving set does not make the music. 
Neither does the brain make thought. VJhat 
happens is that the brain provides the neces- 
sary conditions, as does a receiving set, so 
that thought may be expressed. 

The Emperor, then, represents the Sovereign 
Reason. Every law in nature reflects reason. 
Reason is the source of all the operations of 
the Life-power in the world of manifestation. 

The Draper or is the Establisher, the Founder 
of all things, the Framer of the Universal 
Constitution. In the field of human personal- 
ity, the universal constituting power is made 
manifest in. man's ability to see through outer 
appearances into the real nature of his en- 
vironment. Actually, this power of vision is 
something which embraces the whole complex 
machinery, mental and. physical, whereby the 
spirit within becomes aware of the universe. 

As you color the Key this week, compare its 
symbolism with that of the Empress. Look for 
contrasts. Look also for' details which bring 
out the truth thet what the Emperor represents 
is complementary to what the Empress pictures . 

Color Key 4 as foil cuts: 

Y2LLC17: T-cross and circle in right hand. 

'GREEN? Foreground. 

BLUE: Stream at base of cliff. 

GRAY : Stone cube, except ram’s head. 

VIOLET; Belt, flaps on tunic (not borders 
nor medallion on left shoulder). 
Borders of tunic flaps, belt, ram’s 
head, medallion, beard and hair, ~ 
border of inverted T on globe in 
left hand, sleeves. 
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GOLD • Inverted T, and cross on globe, 
framework and points on helmet, 

BECMH : Slopes from height in foreground to 
stream’s edge, 

CtlAiiGE; Background, above mountains, 

STEEL ; Leg armor and breastplate, 

RED ; Globs in left hand (not inverted T 
or cross), helmet (except borders 
and points), mountains and cliffs, 

Note also that numerically the jQnperor is 
the union or sum of the Magician and the Em- 
press. This ic one reason fer identify iifeothe 
Emperor vrith the Magician. Another is that 
the n the os ophical extension” of 4, or sum of 
the numbers from 0 to 4, is 10, and the digits 
of 10 reduce to 1 by addition. Thus the 
Emperor is essentially 1, or the Magician, but 
the extension of his power is 10, or the TJheel 
of Fortune. 

Yet 4 is also the sum of 2 and 2, and the 
multiplication of 2 by 2. This hints that the 
Enperor, tho\»gh he seems to be thoroughly mas- 
culine, is really an expression of the power 
of 2, the root matter symbolized by the High 
Priestess* This reminds us that reason is an 
expression of memory. Beneath all forms of 
reasoning is the fundamental activity of re- 
tention and recollection, symbolized by Key 2. 
Develop these number hints in your notebook. 
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In the preceding lessen, tke general mean- 
ing cf Key 4 is given as REAS OH. This has tiro 
aspects, as do the attributions of all the 
Tarot Keys, The universal aspect is that 
rational quality of the Cosmic Hind which sets 
in order all manifestations of the Life-power. 
The personal aspect is the reflection, or par- 
ticularization, of this universal rational 
quality in the field of man’s action and 
•experience. Thus Key 4 represents the Life- 
power as the Sovereign Reason, the Great Lord 
ruling all, manifestation; and at the same time 
pictures that in yourself uhich enables you to 
control the conditions of your environment. 

, ..The seat of the Emperor is just like the 
seat of the High Priestess— a cube. Since the 
days of Pythagoras, this one of the fivo regu- 
lar solids has been taken as representing the 
physical plane. It is also a symbol of order, 
regularity and truth, because it is composed 
of equal faces, has boundary lines of equal 
length, and has faces which are squares, cor- 
responding geometrically to the number 4. 

A cube is bounded by twelve lines, eight 
points and six faces. Thus the enumeration of 
the characteristic properties which distin- 
guish a cube from other solids combines the 
numbers 12, 8 and 6. The sum of these is 26, 
the numeral value of the Divine Bane I H VH 
(Jehovah, or the Tetragraramaton). This ’’name” 
signifies ’’That which was , that which is, that 
which will be.” Without attempting to define, 
it declares that whatever is real now, has 
been, and will be, eternally the sane. What 
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is more, its value, 26, is related to the cube 
in another manner. For every cube has exactly 
thirteen axes of symmetry, or lines of balance 
■which cross one another at the interior cent 
ter. Consequently, there radiate from the in- 
ner center of a cube exactly twenty-six lines, 
connecting that center with points at the ex- 
act centers of the twelve boundary lines, with 
points at the exact centers of the six outer 
faces, and with points which are the eight 
corners of the cube. 

The cube, therefore, as a symbol of the 
physical plane, as a symbol of order and of 
truth, and as a symbol whose very proportions 
are related to the numeral value of IUVH, is 
a perfect representation of the idea that the 
ONE REALITY, manifested in all the appearances 
of the physical universe, is actually the real 
presence of the limitless Life-power which is 
the sovereign ruling principle of the uni- 
verse. 

In the tabernacle of Moses, therefore, and 
in Solomon’s temple, the Holy of Holies where 
the ark of the covenant was kept was a cubical 
rocmj and on the propitiatory, or mercy- seat 
of the ark, rested tlie Shekinah, or Divine 
Presence, which was understood to have its 
spatial location at the inner center of the 
Holy of Holies. Similarly, in the Apocalypse, 
the heavenly city which represents the com- 
pletion and perfection of the Divine Order is 
described as a cube, since its length, breadth 
and height are said to be equalj and the 
throne of the Lamb (a young ram), is said to 
b$ in its midst, or at the inner center, as a 
source of light for the whole city. 

The white hair and beard of the Emperor 
identify him as the Ancient of Days, or Great 
Lord, designated by the word IHVH. For the 
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same reason he is shown in profile, so that 
only one eye is s herring. This is an ancient 
piece of symbolism, intimating that even our 
highest concept of Reality is necessarily one- 
sided and imperfect, Rote also that this 
white-haired, white-bearded ancient is the 
figure described in the first chapter of the 
Apocalypse as he who is Alpha and Omega , the 
first and last, who is also the Lamb (Ram), 

The ram’s head on the side of the cube, the 
same design in the medallion on the Emperor’s 
shoulder, and the astrological symbol of Aries 
at the top of his helmet refer primarily to 
the attribution of the sign- of •the Ram to the 
letter Heh, and hence to this Key, The symbol 
of the ram is very ancient. In India it de- 
notes Agni, the god of fire. As a common noun 
the . Sanskrit word agni is an alternative name 
for the element of fire, usually termed tejas. 
In works on Hindu occultism, the agni tattva 
is said to be the subtle principle of sight. 
This agrees with the attribution of sight to 
the letter Eeh and to Key 4, 

The distinctive badge of a Freemason, a 
white lambskin apron, is a symbol of many of 
the ideas represented by Key 4, First of all, 
it is a square with a triangular flap. This 
combination of square and triangle is sham in 
the picture of the Emperor, whose head, chest 
and arms are enclosed in a triangle, while his 
legs form a cross, suggesting the same idea as 
the square. 

Furthermore, the lambskin refers directly 
to the sign Aries, That sign is first in the 
series of twelve composing the astrological 
year. Thus it represents the first stage of a 
time cycle, before the various events of that 
cycle have ccme tc pass. In Freemasonry, th» 
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lambskin apron is termed "the emblem of inno- 
cence,” because -whatever is innocent is spot- 
less, or without blemish, and this is exactly 
the condition of the Life -power at the begin- 
ning cf a cycle of self-expression. Freedom 
from the least trace cf anything noxious is 
also included in the idea of innocence, and 
all versions of Ageless 'Wisdom agree that this 
describes the essential purity and holiness of 
the Life-power. 

Again, the lambskin apron is conferred upon 
the newly made Uascn as he stands in tho 
north-east corner of the lodge c This makes 
another link of connection between the apron 
- and ideas associated with the letter Heh, 
because the direction north-east is attributed 
to this letter# 

It is the combination of east, attributed 
to the letter Daleth and the Empress, and 
north, attributed to the letter Peh and Key 
16, the Tower * The Repress is Venus. Key 16 
is the Tarot symbol for Mars, which also is 
the ruler of Aries# 

This is a hint that in Key i we have repre» 
sented a c combination of the powers of Lars and 
Venus. This point was made in the preceding 
lesson, when it was said that the Emperor, 
consort of the I&npress, would have no subjects 
to govern unless his mate had borne him chil- 
dren. 

The combination of the number 3, suggested 
by the triangle in which are the Emperor T s 
head and arms, with the number 4, suggested by 
the cross formed by his legs, is another 
intimation of the same combination of feminine 
and masculine powers. This idea is emphasized 
by the shape of the Emperors scepter* vhich 
is a modified form of the astrological symbol 
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for the planet Venus. It means that the 
Emperor's active power of regulation has to do 
with the control of mental imagery. A similar 
hint is given in the Greek myth of a secret 
love-affair between liars and Venus. 

The helmet, surmounted by the symbol of 
Aries, is also ornamented with twelve triangu- 
lar points, cf u: ich six are visible. These 
are analogous to the stars on the Empress' 
crovm, and tc the jewels on the Fool's girdle. 
The space but. .wen the bars of the helmet is 
red, so that the colors of the Emperor's head- 
dress, gold and red, are those of the Sun and 
Mars, both active in Aries. 

The globe and cross in the Emperor's left 
hand are symbols of dominion. They are simi- 
lar in form to the ornament at the top of the 
Empress ’ scepter } but her globe is green and 
the Emperor's is red. These are complementary 
colors, the green corresponding to Daleth and 
Venus, the red to Heh and Liars. The little 
cross at the top of the globe is composed of 
five equal squares, referring to 5, the number 
of the letter Heh. 

The inverted T on the globe represents Tav, 
the last letter of the Hebrew alphabet. To 
Tav, Qabalists attribute the planet Saturn. 
Saturn is the astrological symbol of restric- 
tion, hence the inverted Tav on the globe of 
dominion intimates that the Emperor's ruler- 
ship and authority are expressed in his abili- 
ty to reverse Saturn, that is, to reverse the 
action of that aspect of the Lif e-power ’s 
self-expression which seems to limit our free* 
dem* Such reversal of apparently restrictive 
conditions is precisely what you may accom- 
plish by right use of the Constituting Intel- 
ligence symbolized by Key 4* 
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This right use consists in a higher vision 
of reality. A higher vision based on accurate 
observation of the actual situation on the 
physical plane. True occult science irnkes no 
attempt to deny the reality, or minimize the 
importance, of the physical world. YJhat is 
denied is the opinion materialists hold as to 
the nature of the physical world. To combat 
the errors of materialism, there is no need 
to deny the reality Of physical things. Her 
is it necessary to explain away, by means of 
high-sounding verbal trickery, the actualities 
of time and space. 

The higher vision includes insight into the 
powers of man, as well as accurate observation 
of the physical conditions surrounding him. 
Such insight makes it evident that when we 
watch a train of events as it ocours in na- 
ture, apart frcan the introduction of the human 
personal factor, our watchfulness is rewarded 
by rational perception of the law or principle 
at work in the train of events we have ob- 
served. Reason, the eye of the mind, sees this 
lav/ or principle, and sooner or later the vi- 
sion of principle stirs up the inventive power 
of subconsciousness. Then, through the com- 
bination of invention (creative imagination) 
and reason, the human personal factor enters 
into the situation. 

By the introduction of this personal factor 
new trains of events are set in motion, new 
forms are produced, new conditions made mani- 
fest, Thus man applies the lav/ which makes 
a piece of iron sink, to float great ships 
of steel. By obeying the lav/ which makes a 
stone thrown into the air fall to the ground, 
man makes all-metal airplanes which have added 
another dimension to his 3 ourney ings . 
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By seeing things a s they really are , 
instead of as they merely look , the Sovereign 
Reason, manifested through the human brain, 
reverses, one by one, all semblances of bond- 
age -which afflict mankind. For the Spirit of 
freedom is the perfect liberty of a rational 
order, operative in everything, everywhere, 

R e ason and insight are always contrary to 
mass-opinion. Hence they invariably stir up 
conflict. Knowing this, and foreseeing the 
immediate consequences of his ministry, Jesus 
said: "Think not that 1 am ccme to send peace 
on earth: I came not to send peace, but a 
sword," Peace comes later, with fulfilment, 
not in the initial stages of the -work. 

Thus the Emperor is shown as a man of war, 
in contrast to the peaceful scene shown in 
Key 3, Every step forward in man’s dominion 
over the conditions of his environment has 
been contested bitterly by those who prefer to 
adhere to the "good old ways," 

The mass mind resents innovations, elings 
to comfortable errors, scoffs at seers, and 
stones prophets. Yet the Sovereign Reason is 
protected by the armor of truth, which is pic- 
tured in Key 4 as being made of steel, a metal 
attributed to liars. The final test of our 
vision is to carry it into action, and since 
"iiars" rules actions, the symbols here tell 
us that even the mass mind will surrender its 
follies when confronted by the beneficent 
results of true vision expressed in action, 

Ilany a person who crosses the continent by 
airplane today ’would have ridiculed the notion 
of such a flight in the "enlightened" year of 
our Lord, 1900. The Yfright brothers made 
their first flight in 1903, but as late as 
the spring of 1908, a magazine rejected an ar- 
ticle by Byron Kewton, w r ho had witnessed their 
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later achievements. The editor’s comment was s 
"While your manuscript has been read with much 
interest, it does not seem to qualify either 
as fact or fiction. " Remember this v/hen you 
encounter skepticism concerning the va.lue of 
ycur occult studies. Long ago the wise learned 
the futility of trying to convert the v/orld by 
words. Even deeds sometimes fail to con- 
vince those who are blinded by prejudice. 

The skirt of the armor, and the flaps which 
cover the Emperor’s arms, are violet. In the 
color scale used for Tarot, violet is primari- 
ly attributed to Jupiter, represented by Key 
10. Violet is attributed also to the sign 
Aquarius, symbolized by Key 17. In astrology, 
Jupiter represents ?ocpansion, the reversal of 
contraction or constriction. Jupiter is also 
the planet associated with law, with scientif- 
ic research, and v/ith philosophy, as well as 
the planet ruling religion. 

How, Key 10 represents the scientific vi- 
sion of the mechanism of the universe as it is 
seen by the wise. Hence the violet flaps of 
the Emperor’s dress mean: REAS 01? CLOTHES IT- . 
SELF L.T THE VISIOK OF REALITY. 

Since this vision is a revelation of truth 
concerning man, as well as of truth about the 
universe, the color violet links up also with 
Key 17, d obvious symbol of precisely that 
unveiling. In Key 17 this color is associ- 
ated with the sign Aquarius, because the Inner 
School has long f oreseen a great revelation of 
truth during the Aquarian Age now darning. 

The mountains in the background are of ig- 
neous rock, colored red to emphasize the fiery 
quality of the sign Aries. These barren rocks 
are in sharp contrast to the fertility and 
productiveness of the Depress ’ garden. They 
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represent vividly the sterility of mere 
intellection~use of reason for its own sake, 
vrithout any practical application to life* 
Again, they suggest the fruitlessness of mere 
regulation and arrangement, unless there he 
something v/arm and vital to set in order* Yet 
dis integrated rock is the principal component 
*of the soil which supports vegetation. Thus 
the bleak cliffs behind the Emperor are really 
the basis of all the lush growth in the garden 
cf the Empress* So is pure reason, properly 
broken down into its elements, and mixed with 
the emotional qualities predominating in sub- 
consciousness, the basis of all the creative 
vrorks of human imagination* 

This fourth Tarot Key i s intended to 
impress upon you a clear pattern of the ruling 
power of c QGftoicuaiLfcrts,, yhehhwBy'^ou • eaereise 
true reason, whenever you interpret an experi- 
ence correctly, whenever you frame a satis- 
factory definition, you employ the power which 
defined the universe in the beginning* This 
p ewer , working through you, is the maker and 
framer of worlds, and the maker and framer of 
your personal world* 

it rules everyth hi g hot. at this hoijent, 

1M ALWAYS, IT HAS ABSOLUTE CCliiAHD OVER EVERY 
CIRCUITS TANCS AND CONDITION. 
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LESSON THIRTEEN 


INTUITION 

By this time you will have became used to a 
definite method for studying theso lessons, 
which you will follow through the entire 
series. For every Key there are two lessons. 
In the first of these the meanings of the num- 
ber, title and letter are dealt with, the 
emphasis being placed on the general meaning 
of the Key. 

During the week you study this lesson you 
also color the Key, to fix its details in mem- 
ory, and prepare you for the longer analysis 
of the symbolism given in the second of the 
pair of lessons. Every day you begin your 
study period by meditating for five minutes on 
the Tarot Key. Then you study the lessen, 
reflect on it as you read, and write in your 
diary whatever observations occur to you. 

This week your Key is number 5, THE HIERO- 
PHANT. After inspecting it for five minutes, 
review the meanings of the number 5 given in 
Lesson 2. Note that 5 symbolizes the results 
of the classifying activity represented by the 
number 4, 

A subconscious elaboration of these classi- 
fications, and the formulation of deductions 
therefrem, which are projected back into the 
self-conscious level, results in the mental 
states termed intuitions. Even the form of 
the figure 5 suggests this. The top is a 
right angle composed of straight lines. The 
bottom is a swelling curve. The straight 
lines are masculine, and relate to self- 
consciousness. The curve is feminine, symbol- 
izing subconsciousness. 

A cyclic mental process gives rise to in- 
tuitions, Every idea projected intuitively 
from subconsciousness into self— consciousness 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 13 


2 


becomes another suggestion to subconscious- 
ness, and is the beginning of yet another 
series of deductions. 

The working out of this process may be 
instantaneous* This is what happens when we 
"think quickly," On the other hand, it may be 
a matter of days, or longer. A common example 
of this, and one vhich you have probably ex- 
perienced many time3, is what occurs in read- 
ing Acme difficult passage. At first it may 
seem to be very obscure. Yet the next time 
one sees it, the meaning is perfectly clear, 
even though no conscious thought may have been 
given to it in the interval. 

Intuition means literally, "interior teach- 
ing." AS HERE TREATED, INTUITION IS UNDER- 
STOOD TO BE DIRECT PERCEPTION CF ETERNAL 
PRINCIPLES, YiHICH MAY BE APPLIED TO THE SOLU- 
TION OF HUMAN PROBLEMS, AND TO THE PERFECTING 
OF HUMAN CONTROL OYER ENVIRONMENT. 

This direct perception is the result of the 
union of personal consciousness Td.th the su- 
perconscieus I AM, the Central Self, which a 
poet has called "the blaze of God." Such per- 
ception makes a human being immediately aware 
of eternal principles, but it does not stop 
there. Included in this awareness is also a 
perception of methods Thereby the principles 
may be applied to the solution of particular 
problems. 

Intuitions of this kind differ greatly from 
those whose roots go no deeper than the "upper 
layer" of subconsciousness, which is merely a 
record of personal experience. The deeper 
strata of subconsciousness record the race 
experience, and correspond to what Carl Jung 
names "the collective unconscious." Intuitions 
coming fr cm the upper, personal level of sub- 
consciousness are what we commonly call 
"hunches." Intuitions originating in super- 
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consciousness clothe themselves in the symbol- 
ic imagery of the raoe experience, stored in 
the collective subconsciousness. These may be 
correctly termed spir itual intuitions. 

The word union is the key to the reception 
of spiritual Intuitions. Unless there is a 
real union between the personality and the 
Central Self, there never can be an expression 
of superconsciousness, and one does not touch 
the high plane where eternal principles are 
perceived. Key 5 symbolises this idea of 
union in many ways# 

The Hebrew letter Vav means ’’nail” or 
’’hook,” Both meanings represent union, since 
nails are used to join various parts of a 
house, and a hook joins the object fastened to 
it to the support to which the hook is 
attached. 

Notice that the idea of sustenance is also 
connected with the nail or hook, since it is 
by nails that the house is sustained, and a 
hook is that from which something depends. 
TJhen the Central Self is linked consciously 
with the personality, one gains first-hand 
knowledge that all things are sustained by and 
depend on that ONE SELF. 

The idea of union is carried out still fur- 
ther by the primitive form of the letter Vav, 
which was a picture of a yoke, such as is used 
to harness oxen. Remember that the letter 
Aleph means n ox, n and you mil see that here 
is a hint as to the means of “harnessing” the 
limitless energy of the Life-power. Think 
this hint over, and record the results of your 
thinking in you occult diary. 

The root of the English noun yoke is the 
Sanskrit yoga, of which the exact translation 
ids “uni onT* 1 As commonly taught, yoga is a 

system of practices designed to bring about 
the union of the higher and lower natures of 
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manic The religious doctrine of atonement (at- 
one-ment) is another expression of the same 
conception. 

The practical application of the idea of 
union is to be found in the function of hear- 
ing, which is attributed to Vav, and thus to 
Key 5. As employed here, "hearing” means the 
interior, spiritual audition, a s well as 
•rdinary physical hearing. ^Knovdedge of the 
higher aspects of reality ccmes to us through 
thp "soundless sound" of an Inner Voice 
f The reason is that the hearing centers in 
the brain, when they reach a certain stage of 
finer development, are stimulated by higher 
rates of vibration, which ' serve as a means of 
communication with the Central Self, The same 
receptivity of the hearing centers also put3 
us in conmunicat ion -with those advanced human 
beings who compose the membership of the Inner 
School. ^ 

Here a word of warning is necessary. The 
awakening of the greater receptivity of the 
hearing centers may put us in communication 
with intelligences which are neither wise 
nor good. Do not let this frighten yeu. There 
is a way to distinguish between the "voices" 
and the VOICE. 

Often the "voices" flatter. They promise 
great things— wealth, knowledge, prominence, 
power, and so on. Sometimes they appeal to 
spiritual pride, by announcing that the person 
who hears them is destined to save humanity 
from sane dire catastrophe. Always they de- 
mand implicit obedience. If they give what 
purports to be occult instruction, they re- 
quire its recipients to follow the teaching 
without criticism, and often they insist: that 
all other instruction be abandoned. 

The true VOICE never flatters. Often it 
gently, but firmly, points aut our shortcam-' 
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ings. Seldom does it promise anything. Never 
does it coerce* Invariably it points cub sane 
universal, and therefore eternal, principle 
which applies to an actual problem confronting 
the person who hears the instruction. The 
VOICE does not say: ”Do thus and so.” It in- 
structs us concerning some law of nature which 
is involved in our problem, so that we may see 
for ourselves what we ought to do. 

Hence this mode of consciousness associated 
with Vav and Key 5 is called ”The Triumphant 
and Eternal Intelligence,” because the inner 
Voice, by indicating a principle which fall 
work out in a successful course of action, 
reveals a law of nature which applies not only 
to our personal problem of the moment, but 
also to many others having similar character- 
istics. 

Throughout the ages, wise men have taught 
and practiced union with the Central Self, 
^Everywhere and always they have agreed that 
release from every kind of limitation comes to 
those who awaken to recognition of this power 
which is always present in human life. This 
power sets men free when they know it and act 
in obedience to its law,^ 

Geometrically, 5 corresponds to the penta- 
gon, or figure of five equal sides, and to the 
pentagram, the five-pointed star developed 
from the pentagon. 

The pentagram is one of the most important 
occult symbols. Each of its five lines is 
divided in exact extreme and mean proportion 
(the famous Golden Section or Divine Propor- 
tion), Wit a single point uppermost, it 
suggests the head and four extremities of the 
human body. On this account it is a symbol of 
man, and especially of man as the microcosm. 
Again, 5 is the number of mediation, because 

it is the middle term between 1 and So is 

\ 
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man, whose number is 5, th e mediator betwee n 
God and nature* Here is a clue to many mys- 
teries or Tarot and of practical occultism* 

The sign Taurus, the Bull, is attributed to 
Vav and Key 5. Taurus is an earthy sign, yet 
the symbol of the bull is closely related to 
that of the ox, represented by the letter 
Aleph. Aleph, you have learned, is a symbol 
for the Life-Breath, Spirit, superccnsci ous- 
ness. Yet here is a symbol vfoich is practi- 
cally the same, attributed to the element of 
earth, which stands for the physical plane* 

KJhat seems at first to be a contradiction 
is really a clear intimation that the spiri- 
tual and the material are essentially the 
same* The Divine Force which is health to the 
soul, medicine to the body, and the source of 
all true wealth, is omnipresent* The average 
person, if he recognizes this Divine Force at 
all, thinks of it as being far awayj and such 
a person makes a sharp distinction between 
Spirit and Matter* 

The wise who have achieved union with the 
One Self porceive that in reality there is no 
such separation. For Khowers of Reality, the 
substance of anything whatever is the actual 
presence of the One Spirit* 

Taurus is ruled by Vonus, and is the sign 
wherein the Moon is exalted. Intuitions are 
the progeny of the Empress (Venus) and this 
Empress is the High Priestess (Mocn) in her 
highest expression of active creation. Thus 
we learn that superccnsciousness is to be 
reached through the f motions of subconscious- 
ness. 

In the older exoteric Tarot, Key & was 
named THE PQFE. This refers to the attribu- 
tion of the function of hear ing to this Kqy. 
For tradition has it that the first popoMra.3 
the Apostle Simon, nicknamed "Peter,” the 
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"Roek." Simon (in Hebrew, Simeon) means 
"hearing," Read the passage in St, Matthew 
16: 13 to 19, which is the basis of the papal 
tradition. There you will find a clear in- 
timation that Simon*s answer, for which Jesus- 
blessed him, was the result of interior hear- 
ing. 

Hierophant, the esoteric title of Key 5, 
means ’’reveal er of Hysterics," or, "he who 
shows that which is sacred." In the ancient 
Greek Mysteries, the hierophant was the teach- 
er who explained the meaangs of the sacred 
symbols. Thus the Inner Voice pictured by 
Key 5 will reveal to you the deeper nysteriea 
of Tarot, and the inner, sacred meanings of 
its symbols, Tfhen this occurs, you have not 
only a true understanding of the meaning of 
life and its expression, bub you will also 
enjoy- a practical working knowledge which will 
enable you to employ all your powers to the 
best advantage. 

Finally, Key 5 follows the Emperor, who 
represents Reason, in order to shcw:(l) that 
he who would be instructed by the Inner Voice 
must first have trained his montal vision, so 
as to see his situation clearly, even though 
that situation presents a problem; (2) that 
though Intuition goes beyond Reason, it is not 
a substitute for reasoning. Be sure you get 
this last point clear. Some lazy-minded per- 
sons think their "hunches" (echoes from the 
personal level of subconsciousness) and the 
messages from flattering "voices," free them 
from, all need of reasoning. Their sad fail- 
ures should teach them better* 

Read this lesson carefully, with your oc- 
cult diary at hand. Remember that Key 5, 
besides being a symbolic presentation of eso- 
teric doctrine, has power to arouse your 
intuitive ability,, because the symbols act as 
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forceful suggestions to your subconsciousness, 
which is the channel of intuition. The force 
of these suggestions will be intensified as 
every detail of the symbolism is impressed cn 
subconsciousness while you carry out the fol- 
lowing directions for coloring the Key. 

YELLOW: Crown (not trefoils, crossbars or 
circle at top), yoke behind ears (ex- 
cept fringe), staff in left hand, or- 
phreys (Y’s) on priests* vestments. 

(KEEN: Garments of figures in foreground, 
(except collars, sleeve edges, flowers 
and orphreys). 

VIOLET: Fringe of yoke. 

GRAY: Background (light), pillars, and 

throne (darker shade for throne). 

GOLD: Crown omanents, key with handle 
pointing to priest whose garment is em- 
broidered with roses (except dots in 
circle). 

SILVER: Crescent at throat, key with han- 
dle pointing to priest whose garment is 
embroidered with lilies (except dots in 
circl£). 

BLUE: Undergarment showing at bottcm. 

The scarf or border of the outer robe 
should i>e blue-green* 

WRITE : Undergarment at throat, navel and 
sleeves. Shoes, collar and sleeve edg- 
ings of chasuble, dots in key circles, 
lilies in chasuble at right. 

RED- ORANGE: Outer garment (not scarf or 
border, dais. (Mix equal parts of red 
and orange). 

RED: Roses on chasuble at left. 
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LESSON FOURTEEN 
THE HIEROPHANT 

In the preceding lesson you learned that in 
some versions of Tarot, Key 5 is called THE 
POPE, in reference to the attribution of hear- 
ing to the letter Vav, In the Bible passage 
to which you were referred, note that the tra- 
ditional first pope is called not only Simon 
Peter ("Hearing, the Rock"), but also Simon 
Bar- j ona, or Simon, son of Jonah: ("Hearing, 

son of the Dove,") In this connection, remem- 
ber that the dove pictured on the Empress* 
shield is not only a Christian symbol f or the 
Holy Spirit, but also a bird sacred to Venus, 
ruler of the sign Taurus* 

In Key 5, the principle of antithesis which 
runs throughout the Tarot is shown particu- 
larly by the contrast between the shaped stone 
which is a prominent detail of the design and 
the rough reck in the background of Key 4# 
The Hierophant sits between two carved stone 
pillars, on a stone throne, in a stone temple. 
The Emperor, in Key 4, sits out-of-doers, 
because the activity he symbolizes is concern- 
ed more particularly with the ordering and 
arrangement of external conditions. The Hier- 
ophant, like the High Priestess, sits xvithin a 
building, because the mental activity he pic- 
tures has to do, m&ihly, with revelation of 
the inner significance of the conditions which 
the Emperor ru3.es* 

Actually, the Hierophant and the Emperer 
are not two, but one. This is shown by the 
old title. The Pope, which means literally. 
The Father , Tu refers to the. conditions of 
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early social organization, in which -She head 
of the family was also the ohief authority in 
religious matters. When the Magician has 
brought into existence a family over which he 
rules as father and king* he assumes the re- 
sponsibility of transmitting his wisdom to his 
children. Thus he becomes the Revoaler* or 
Hierophant. 

"Father,” moreover, is a teohnioal term, 
used by Hebrew sages to designate the seeon*- 
aspect of the Life-power, named Wisd«aa. This 
is the Wisden mentioned in The Pattern on the 
Trestleboard , in the statement numbered 2. 
Your first glance at Key 5 will shew that it 
pictures the transmission ef wisdom fr*m the 
Parent Source. 

The Emperor wears armor, but the Hierophant 
wears the vestments of the peaceful priestly 
office. These are adaptations of feminine 
garments, to indicate that Intuition is an 
extension and development of Reason, effected 
when the special conditions of a given exter- 
nal situation are linked up with the inner, 
subconscious memory fo universal principles. 
That memory is first pictured in Tarot by the 
scroll of the High Priestess. The insignia ®f 
the Emperor are those of earthly rulership; 
those of the Hier ophant represent spiritual 
dominion. 

The Hierophant’s outer robe is rod- orange, 
a color assigned to Taurus. It is trimmed 
with blue-green edging. Blue-green is the 
color complementary to red-crange, and refers 
to the sign Scorpio. His undergarment is blue 
like the robe of the High Priestess* and ha* 
the same meaning. Gver it is a white robo 
vfoich symbolizes enlightenment. 

The outer garment is fastened at the throat 
by a silver crescent. The region of the neck 
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and throat is under the dominion of Taurus, 
The shape and material of the crescent re- 
fer to the Moon, "which is exalted in Taurus, 

The crown is similar to the triple crown of 
the Roman Papacy, It is egg-shaped, denoting 
the idea that the One Force (that is, the Re- 
ality represented by the symbol of the Cosmic 
Egg) bestows spiritual sovereignty on man, 
whose life includes all the potencies of the 
universe , 

Banging from the crown, behind the ears of 
the Hierophant, is an ornament in the form of 
a yoke. This refers to the primitive meaning 
of the letter Vav, It falls behind the Hiero- 
phant’s ears to call attention to those organs 
of hearing, (Observe that only one ear of the 
Hierophant is visible, just as only one eye of 
the Emperor is shown, Ylhat the inner ear 
hears is the revelation of a single truth that 
has innumerable applications, TThat the Eye of 
Reason sees is also a single Reality, having 
innumerable aspects,) 

The golden staff represents the dominion of 
the Life-power through the planes of nature, 
represented by the knob and three cross-bars. 
These tars are analogous in meaning to the 
three crowns, and the knob at the top of the 
staff corresponds to the circular ornament 
which surmounts the crown. 

The lowest bar and the lowest crown repre- 
sent the element earth and the physical plane, 
symbolized by the Magician t s coin or pentacle* 
The next bar and crown, counting upward, sym- 
bloize the element air and the formative world 
or astral plane, corresponding to the sword in 
Key 1, The upper bar and crown stand for the 
element water, end for the creative world or 
mental plane, represented by the Magician’s 
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cup. The knobs at the tops of staff and crown, 
stand for the element fire, and the spiritual 
plane or archetypal world, corresponding to 
the wand on the Magician’s table. 

The crossed keys at the Hierophant’s feet 
represent the sun and mocn, gold for the sun, 
silver for the mocn. They suggest that an 
understanding of the power of light (gold) and 
its reflection (silver) unlocks the mysteries 
of life. T^e wards of the keys show a bell- 
and-clapper design, intended to indicate the 
importance of sound vibration, and of the 
function of hearing. 

These are the traditional keys to heaven 
and hell. The golden key is the key of heav- 
en, vherein the sun is ruler. The silver key 
is associated with hell because of the corre- 
spondence between the moon and Hekate, whom 
the Greeks worshipped as a deity of the under- 
world. Thus the silver key has to d© with the 
powers of subconsciousness, and the golden key 
represents the powers of superconsciousness. 

The throne, which is ornamented, and there- 
fore a product of human adaptation, is of 
stone. 'Wherever one finds this material em- 
phasized in the symbolism of the Western 
Tradition, it refers to the secret meaning c£ 
the Hebrew word for " stone.” This noun is 
ABN, ehben. Th© word itself is a symbol of 
union, because its first two letters spell AB, 
Ab, meaning "father,” and the last two spell 
BN, Ben, meaning "sen." 

Thus ABN, ehben, signifies esoterioally the 
union of the Father (God) and the Son (humani- 
ty) j and the same word is used by Hebrew sages 
to designate many variations of this basic oc- 
cult meaning. Place in a row the three Tarot 
Keys corresponding to the letters A, B and N 
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(Keys #, 1 and 13), and you mil see sane thing 
which will give you a better understanding of 
the inner significance of the word* 

In harmony with what has just been said, 
older versions of the Tarot oall Key 5 tho 
Pope, or Father. Yet they attribute this Key 
to Vav, which letter is, in Hebrew wisd can ; 
a special symbol of the aspect of the Life- 
power known as the Lesser Countenance, or Son* 
As you read on page 2, the word Father 
has special reference to the aspect of- the 
Life-power named Wisdom, and the Paternal Wis- 
dom is said to be the seat of the universal 
Life -force. In the same system of occult 
philosophy, the name Son is applied to the 
sixth aspect of Reality, corresp ending to the 
sixth statement in The Pattern on the Trestle- 
board. This sixth aspect is understood to be 
the particular manifestation of the universal 
Life-force as the human Ego. Thus, v/hei/ever 
stone is pr eminent in Tarot symbols, you may 
know that it refers to seme phase of the union 
of the Divine Life-force v/ith the human Ego. 

The pillars, like those of the High Priest- 
ess, represent the Law of Polarity. On each 
oapital you will notice that part Of the 
design resembles the letter n U," one English 
equivalent for Vav* The rest of the ornamen- 
tation of the pillars represents the union of 
masculine and feminine potencies, and thus 
relates to the Law of Gender, 

The priests who kneel before the Hierophant 
wear robes whereon are embroidered replicas of 
the flowers in the Magician’s garden. Thus 
the two ministers stand for desire and knowl- 
edge.- The orphreys or Y’s on their garments 
are variants of the yoke symbol. They are 
yellow, the color associated with Mercury and 


TAROT PUJJDAIjEHTALS 

LESSON FOURTEEN 6 

the Magician, to show that both desire and 
knowledge are under the yoke (direction) of 
self -conscious ness. 

The background is gray, a color associated 
with the same Paternal Wisdom which the Hiero- 
phant symbolizes. Gray is a balanced mixture 
of white and black, another suggestion of the 
union of the known and the unknown, or the 
blending of spirit and matter. Gray is also 
the result of the mixture of any pair of com- 
plementary colors. Thus it is a symbol of the 
blending and balance of the influence of all 
pairs of opposites. 

Of similar import is the checkered border 
of the carpet covering the dais. These alter- 
nate squares of white and black represent by 
their form order and reason, and by their 
alternate colors the alternation of day and 
night. Thus they refer to the Law of Rhythm, 
and to periodicity. 

Ten crosses of equal arms appear on this 
Keys one on each hand of the Hier ophant, four 
(enclosed in circles) on the carpet, and two 
in the handles of the keys. They represent 
the ten basic aspects of the Life-power, and 
correspond to the ten ornaments on the Fool*s 
robe, and to the ten oypresses in the Empress 1 
garden. 

They also represent the mystical number, 
4,000, This is because each cross is a letter 
Tav, as written in ancient Hebrew, The value 
of Tav being 400, ten Tavs represent 4,000, 
This number 4,000 is one of several numbers 
used to represent perfection. It is a symbol 
for the ALL, 

Key 5 shews the One Life-power as being the 
Teacher of mankind. By its correspondences 
and associations it instructs us that our per- 
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s«x5l contact with the Inner Teacher is by- 
means of mental hearing. 

The Inner Teacher is the "Guru” so often 
mentioned in writings on Hindu occultism. In 
those books we find many counsels which may be 
summed up in the admonition: "Revere your Gu- 
ru." Exoteric Hinduism corrupts this into the 
most slavish obedience to a personal teacher? 
bub the true meaning is different# 

In order to receive instruction from the 
Inner Teacher, we must first of all recognize 
His presence in our lives. Having recognized 
Him, we must submit to His authority* This 
Res son, and the Key it explains, are intended 
to help you gain this recognition. They will 
enable you to arrive at the degree of under- 
standing and discrimination which will permit 
you to distinguish the Inner Voice of Intui- 
tion from telepathio invasions from other 
personal itjj.es.-, incarnate or discarnate, human 
or non-human. 

In order to avail yourself of guidance and 
instruction from the One Teacher, study this 
lessen carefully. The steps to be taken are: 

1. Acknowledgement of the actual presence 
of the Teacher; 

2. Daily acts of attentive listening for 
His instruction? 

3. Careful study of the content of all mes- 
sages received through interior hearing# 
True Intuition unfolds principles. It 
does not counsel what is merely expedi- 
ent. It is always concise, clear, and 
its meaning is unmistakeable. It never 
flatters: more likely it will reprove. 

It never mislead.*?, and can stand the 
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severest spiritual, moral and intellectual 
tests. As Lao-tze says: "Its counsel is al- 
ways in season." 

4. Obedience to the instruction* When you 
distinguish a true intuition, take steps 
to carry it out in action. You will 
never be coerced, yet you MUSI obey, be- 
cause implicit obedience will be clearly 
understood by you as being the only way 
to solve whatever problem you have to 
master. 
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LESSOR FIFTEEN 
DIS GRHIIHAT ION 

Contrary to our procedure in the previous 
lessons of this course, we shall consider the 
meanings of the Hebrew letter Sain before we 
go into those of the number 6* Tfe do this 
because the meanings of the number grow cut 
from, and are dependent on, certain other 
meanings in the symbology of Key 6* 

In He brer;, the letter-name Z.air. means ’’wea- 
pon," or ’’sword*’ 1 Thus it suggests active 
instrumentality, employed in overeating inimi- 
cal forces or entities* 

Among other things, a sword is an instru- 
ment of cleavage , something capable of making 
sharp divisions* This refers to a human men- 
tal faculty the Hindus call Budd hi* It is the 
determinative or discriminative faculty, the 
power to perceive differences > This pcrwer is 
at the root cf self-consciousness, since it is 
only by the self-conscious mind that things 
are perceived as many apparently unrelated 
parts, eat her than as a single unity* 

Note carefully that the Many are only ap- 
parently unrelated* Buddhi is the power which 
makes things and conditions seem to be real in 
a nd by themselves* Yet these seeming reali- 
ties are but reflections of the 0MB REALITY, 
mirrored in the universal subconsciousness. 

The occult teaching is that all such re- 
flections, i*e., everything which changes and 
Is impermanent, are phases of illusion, and 
therefore in the absolute sense, unreal. Since 
it is the attention of self-consciousness to 
particular ideas which acts upon subconscious- 
ness to bring these ideas into active expres- 
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sion, this power of being able to perceive 
differences, that ij?> to create illusions , is 
a fundamental necessity, in order that individ- 
ual self ^consciousness may be manifested# 

To avoid confusion as to hew self-conscious 
perception makes self-conscicusness possible, 
remember that manifestation is the v/ay the ONE 
IDENTITY appears to Itself , and that the in- 
strument of its self-perception is what is 
active in ma^s mental life as self-conscious 
awareness. A s The Book of Tokens puts it, 
M Far the sake of creation the One Life that I 
am seemeth to divide Itself, beconing Tiro*" 

The two units resulting from this semblance 
of division are temod respectively, the su- 
perior nature and the inferior nature* Though 
distinguished as superior and inferior, the 
one is really as important as the other. The 
superior nature is what r ie are considering in 
this lesson as Buddhi, represented in Tarot by 
the Llagician. The inferior nature is the uni- 
versal subconscious matrix, which reacts to the 
direction of the superior nature, and is the 
Tarot High Priestess. 

Discrimination becomes most valuable to man 
when he uses it to perceive the difference 
between the real and the unreal. Yihile he is 
enslaved by appearances, he mistakes the un- 
real for the real. YThen he begins to waken 
from his dream of sense to the inner knowledge 
of his true nature, he begins to understand 
reality# 

Tarot pictures reality in terns which sub- 
consciousness understands. It tells the truth 
about appearances. Intelligent study and con- 
templation of ^its symbols therefore consti- 
tutes a phase of right discrimination. This 
is a practical method whereby you may turn 
from the unreal to the real. 
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The number 6 means reciprocation, the act 
of giving and receiving mutually. This is a 
relationship bet ween distinct and seemingly 
separate entities, or a relationship betworo 
parts of an organism or mechanism. In this 
lesson, reciprocation is the relationship be- 
tween self-conscious and subconscious phases 
of mental activity. Self -consciousness gives 
suggestions to subconsciousness. The latter 
receives the suggestions, works them out, and 
gives back the results to self -.consciousness. 
In connection with Key 6, reciprocation is al- 
so the relationship between superccnsciousness 
and human personality, when the- latter is con- 
sidered to be a combination cf uhe two poles 
of personal mentality, self -consciousness and 
subc ons c i ousne s s . 

Remember that self-consciousness is not the 
SELF. The true SELF is identical with su- 
perconscicusness. CSelf-conscirusness is that 
phase of the Life-power *s activity which mani- 
fests as awareness of the SELF, but the SELF 
which is the subject of this awareness is It- 
self super conscious^ Subconsciousness is a • 
term used to designate the totality of the 
Life-power T s activity below the level of self- 
consciousness. 

Reciprocity betv/een opposites, when it is 
harmonious, expresses itself in the field of 
the emotions as Love. An inharmonious rela- 
tionship is akin to Ilate , the inversion of 
Love. Love and hate are human emotions, but 
an eminent Master of occult wisdom once said 
that they are spiritual emotions. He meant by 
this that love and hate are root-emotions, and 
that all other emotions and desires take cn 
the character of either one or the other. The 
Bible says God is Love, but it speaks also 
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God T s Tfrath, and a great German seer, Jacob 
Boehme, says the TTrath, or fire-spirit, is the 
root of nature. Through love we approach the 
inner, super conscious life of God. Hate takes 
us into the field of the Divine TTrath, and we 
become identified with the cycles of necessity 
and pain which characterize nature in its 
apparent separation from, the Divine. 

If both Love and Hate be spiritual, they 
must be eternal. TJhen cosmic manifestation 
takes place, the process of involution becomes 
operative. This process is the separation of 
'the ONE THING into the appearances of ■ 
parts. This is what Jacob Boehme calls the 
”fiery anguish” of the turning wheel whereby 
all things erne into separate manifestation, 
lie, as human beings, are on the Path of Return 
which is the process of evolution. ITe are 
headed back toward Unity. 

To keep going in the right direction, we 
must employ the synthesizing, attractive force 
of Love, and our desires and emotions must be 
rooted in that. Love is always a uniting 
power. 

All this has to do with discrimination, 
because we must employ this separative faculty 
in order to determine the true color of our 
emotional life. 

The title cf Key 6, THE LOVERS, brings ©ut 
the idea that pairs of opposites, however 
antagonistic they nay seem to be, are really 
complements. The Lovers are not simply the 
man and woman in this Key. These symbols in 
the picture stand for all opposites, as well 
as for the special opposition of self-con- 
sciousness and subconsciousness. ^Thus the 
main lesson to be drav/n from the title is that 
right ^understanding of the univers e, shows it 
to be, in all its details, an expression of 


TAIiCT FUMDAUEHTALS 

LlLiSS^im FlFTjffiS 5 

the power of love* producing harmonious bal- 
ance in the operation of the various pairs of 
opposites rrhich enter into the pattern of 
manifestation* 

The astrological attribution to Key 6 is 
the zodiacal sign Gemini* the Tvrins* Here is 
another expression of the basic idea of dis- 
crimination and separation* The astrological 
symbol for Gemini is II* It brings out the 
fact that opposites are really different as- 
pects of the One Thing* just as heat and cold 
are the tvrc extremes of something \re call 
temperature* or past and future extremes of 
rrhat v/e call time* and sc on* 

The planet liercury rules Gemini* Id. Tarot 
this planet is symbolized by the Magician* 
Self-consciousness is the phase of mental ac- 
tivity which controls the faculty of discrim- 
ination* and utilizes it for the acquisition 
of knowledge concerning the true meaning of 
man’s environment* 

Ho planet is exalted in Gemini. Right dis- 
crimination balances the activity of all man’s 
inner forces* v/ithoufc exalting any one of them 
above the ethers* Remember* the inner powers 
of man are the real ’’planets” of esoteric 
astrology* Because the universe is UIE* and 
all things in it are related* there is a cor- 
respondence between the stars outside man’s 
body and those interior centers of force vrhich 
are the occult planets. But the stars the 
vri.se man rules are the interior stars* not the 
Celestial bodies in outer space* 

’’Mercury,” or self-consciousness* is the 
maker of interpretations* and has rulership 
over subconsciousness through the law of sug- 
gestion. Yihen v/e make unskilful use of this 
power* v re interpret experience incorrectly. 
The result is confusion in the mind* which 
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confusion is reflected into our external lives 
as misery cf various kinds. As we become bet- 
ter trained, our interpretations become more 
accurate, and order takes the place of chaos 
in cur mental life and outer circumstances. 

Discrimination begins by accurate classifi- 
cation of differences. From this knowledge 
it passes to a yet higher perception, wherein 
it finds that every pair of opposites is real- 
ly a dual manifestation of a single activity. 

Then it goes cn to discover that these 
reconciling unities are themselves under the 
law of polarity. ‘ In other v/ords, when we suc- 
ceed in discovering the unity which is a 
reconciler between two known opposites, we 
have found also something which is either the 
positive or the negative pole of another pair 
of opposites. 

This, however, does not go on indefinitely. 
The process, of ( right discrimination leads at 
last to; mental recognition cf a UNITY which 
transcends all pairs of opposites, a UNITY vre 
cannot define or speak about, a UNITY for 
which SILENCE and DARKNESS are symbols. 

This UNITY is no mere intellectual abstrac- 
tion. It may be directly known, immediately 
perceived, even though neither words nor forms 
can be found whereby to express it. Such 
direct cognition is the outcome of true dis- 
crimination, the result of our learning to 
•unify the pairs of opposites, and so rise 
above their influence. 

Hence the node cf consciousness associated 
with Sain in Hebrew "wisdom is "Disposing In- 
telligence." To dispose is to arrange, to 
classify, to set in order. Primarily, how- 
ever, it means "to pose apart," or to separ- 
ate. Thus we may expect the symbolism of Key 
6, which vie shall analyze in the next lesson. 
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to indicate o.n activity characterized by dual- 
ity, contrast, and a tendency to divide thing* 
and conditions into separate classes, sharply 
distinguished from one an other • 

The function assigned to the letter &ain 
and tc Key 6 is that of the sense of smell. 
An ancient occult treatise says: "Properties 
are discerned by the nose." Snell is always 
associated in language with discrimination* 
Our English noun "scent" is frcn a French verb 
meaning "to discern by the senses." Odors are 
known to be among the most powerful, and’ at 
the sane time most subtle, means of stimulat- 
ing the associative functions of the mind. 
Hence the Egyptian god Thoth, corresponding to 
Hermes and Liercury, was s emetines represented 
as having a jackal's head, because of that 
animal f s keen sense of smell. 

COLORING; INSTRUCTIONS 

YELLOTf- In every case, except the sun, the 
yellow in this card is beside red, or 
red and green. The five fruits on the 
tree behind the woman are yellow, with 
red cheeks. The flames behind the nan 
are yellow, with red at the base, after 
the manner of the blue and yellow in a 
flame from an old-fashioned gas-jet. 
The angels hair is yellow, red and 
green. The angel f s flesh is yellow, but 
diluted somewhat, so as to give the 
appearance of flesh. 

BLUE* Background, but not above angel f s 
head. 

GREEN: Foreground and foliage, serpent on 
tree, angel T s hair (with yellow and red) 

VIOLET: Angel's garment; mountain (dilute). 

GOLD: Sun and background above angel (if 
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not gold, use yellow). 

/HITE z Cl cuds « 

BLONDE • IT Oman T s ha ir . 

BRGTJN : Tree trunk behind woman. 

RED: Angel* s wings. Se also note under 
lli*LLG. 


Keep close watch this week upon your de- 
sires and impulses. Check up on your tendency 
to obey impulses without first submitting them 
to the light of reason. Lake an effort to 
discriminate between helpful actions and un- 
important ones, between those which are purely 
selfish, and* those which reflect the influence 
of the unifying force of love. 

Be careful to discriminate intelligently. 
There is altogether too much of the idea that 
in order for an impulse to be good it must be 
wholly unconcerned with personal happiness or 
pleasure. No bigger mistake can be made, for 
love expresses itself in happiness, joy and 
well-being. 

Poor discrimination nay make sene persons 
believe that happiness and well-being are 
concerned with selfishness; but any one who 
has developed a sense of ” other-consciousness” 
or awareness cf the relation between his cym 
mental and physical states and those of other 
people, suffers from no such delusion. 

Keep up this practice from now on. Un- 
selfishness and consideration for others are 
marks of the true master of occultism. 
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TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 


LESSON SIXTEEN 
THE LOVERS 


The sun in Key 6 is golden. Thus it is a 
symbol cf that which is the goal of all prac- 
tical oc exalt work, namely, enlightenment or 
illumination. It represents also the One 
Force rrhich is differentiated into the various 
pairs of opposites. 

The angel is Raphael, archangel of air, and 
angel of the planet Mercury, vAiich rules Gem- 
ini. By its form, his hair suggests flames. 
The yellow represents the influence of Mer- 
cury. The red stands for Mars, and for action 
and passion. The green is the color of Venus, 
and symbolizes the power of imagination. Thus 
are blended in the angel’s hair the colors of 
the planets which rule Aries, Taurus ana Gem- 
ini. The suggestion is that in discrimination 
we make use of reason (red, Aries, Emperor), 
and imagination and intuition (green, Venus, 
Empress and Hierophant), in order to make cor- 
rect classifications (yellow, Gemini, Lovers). 

The angel’s skin is yellow in reference to 
the element of air, or the Life-Breath. This, 
because Gemini is an airy sign, and also 
because yellow is associated with Mercury. 

His wings are red, to show that right dis- 
crimination includes right desire, and finds 
expression in right action. 

His robe is violet, the blending of the red 
of action with the blue of mental substance. 
Violet is also the color of royalty and domin- 
ion, showing that right discrimination leads 
to control of conditions. See also what is 
said of this color in Lesson 12. 
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The angel is superconsciousness. He there- 
fore rests on a cloud, to indicate that the 
powers and activities of superconsciousness 
are partly hidden f r on us, because we have not 
yet developed, as we shall in due season, the 
organic centers in our brains, through which 
superconsciousness is realized. 

The angel’s name, Raphael, means "God is 
the healer." This agrees with the Egyptian 
doctrine that Thoth (mercury) is the god of 
medicine. It refers also to the idea that 
right discrimination leads to the recognition 
of the Unity which is the ALL. The true heal- 
ing is the attainment of inner and. outer 
wholeness . # 

The mountain in the background is a symbol 
of attainment and realization. It is the 
height 'whereon stands the Fool, and the Hermit 
in Key 9 stands there also. In Key 6 the 
mountain is in the background, to indicate the 
truth that we are able to discriminate cor- 
rectly because there is that in us which has 
already reached the loftiest pinnacles Of 
understanding. 

The man corresponds to the Magician, the 
Emperor, and the minister in Key 5 whose chas- 
uble is ornamented with lilies. He is also 
Adam, in the Bible allegory of Genesis. In 
Tarot he is self-consciousness. 

Behind him is a tree, whose leaves Or fruit 
are flames, and each is triple. They repre- 
sent the twelve signs of the zodiac, which are 
subdivided into three decanated (divisions of 
ten degrees) for each sign. Hence they repre- 
sent the twelve basic types, and the thirty 
sub-types , of human personality. 

The woman corresponds to the High Priestess 
and the Empress, and to the minister wearing 
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roses in Key 5. She is also Eve, the mother 
of all. Thus she stands for subconsciousness. 

The tree behind her is the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil, in contrast to the 
tree of life behind the man. It bears five 
fruits which represent the five senses, and 
also the five subtle principles of sensation 
known to occultists as the five elements: 
ether, fire, water , air and earth. 

The serpent coiled round the tree is the 
serpent-power , Xundalini, of the yogis. It is 
also the serpent o f temptation, ITachash, 
NChSh, vrtiose name has the same numeral value, 
358, as the name HShICh, ilessiah, the Anoint- 
ed, which is translated Christos in Greek, and 
Christ in English. 

YJhat is meant is that the serpent-pcwer of 
vibration is the force which at first leads vis 
into temptation through delusions and then de- 
livers us from evil, when we know how to apply 
it to overcome our errors. 

The man looks at the woman, but the woman 
looks upward toward the angel. Whatever self- 
eons ciousness observes directly is the activi- 
ty of subconsciousness* Yet subconsciousness^ 
brought under the influence of right discrim- 
ination, may be made to reflect the activity 

super c onsc iousness * 

This is brought about by the right exercise 
of self-conscious powers# All our miseries and 
5 imitations result from subconscious de*elop- 
nents of erroneous interpretations of our 
experience# Self -consciousness makes these 
Erroneous interpretations, Self-consc iousness 
must correct them# For subconsciousness has 
i \0 power of independent inductive reasoning* 
and its production o f mental imagery is 
determined by the premisses, or mental seeds, 
planted by self- conscious thinking# 
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The first step in talcing advantage of this 
lav: is to learn it, as you nave just done. 
Then it follows that if you plant correct pre- 
misses, subconsciousness will work out the 
corresponding consequences. Since subcon- 
sciousness is the body-builder, and ruler of 
the complex chemical, electrical and other 
phenomena of the organism, it you interpret 
your place in the universe correctly, an 
inevitable consequence will be that through the 
workwork of subconsciousness your organism 
will be so adjusted that it will express this 
true interpretation adequately. 

In Key 6, the man and 'woman are shown nude, 
because i n right discrimination self-con- 
sciousness conceals nothing of its own nature 
from itself, and the true working of sub- 
consciousness is also perceived by it. No 
disguise is assumed by either member of the 
mental pair. They have nothing to be ashamed 
of, nothing to hide. Their relation, is that 
of lovers, not that of opponents, and thus we 
know that this Key is a symbol of mental 
health, and of the right adjustment of the 
relationship between the two fundamental modes 
of human consciousness. There is no confusion 
here. The two stand apart, each in the right 
place.. The practical application is this: 

because subconsciousness is amenable to 
suggestion, you can remind it that it is the 
Uniting Intelligence, reflecting into your 
field of personality the absolute knowledge of 
the super conscious plane, and c oramunicating to 
you the inexhaustible power of that higher 
level of being. In making this suggestion you 
are sunply recognizing the truth that the 
highest function of subconsciousness is to act 
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as such an agency of reflection. The sugges- 
tion releases subconsciousness from bondage to 
your former misunderstandings, and should be 
formulated somewhat as follows s 

Speak directly to subconsciousness, as if 
to another person, and say* 

HENCEFORTH, YOU ARE FREE FROL THE UJFLUMCE 
OF ANY LIISIMTERHi ETAT IONS OF EXPERIENCE RE- 
SULTING FRCM ERRORS I S MY SELF-CONSCIOUS 
YOU TOLL REFUSE TO ACCEPT, OR ACT UPON, SUCH 
INSTEAD, YOU HILL BE GUIDED BY THE INFLUX 
OF SUPERCONSCIOUS LIFE AND LISDCM. 

UNDER THIS INFLUENCE YOU A ILL SET HY BODY 
IN PERFECT ORDER. THROUGH THIS AISDOM YOU 
GUIDE HE ARIGHT IN ALL LY AFFAIRS. BY THE RE- 
FLECTION OF THIS BOUNDLESS PO..ER YOU ‘..ILL GIVE 
ME ABILITY AND STRENGTH TO ACCOMPLISH ALL TEAT 
I HAVE TO DO. 

This is a magical formula. Use it as given 
here. Elaborate it so as to fit your special 
aims. It mil work marvels of transmutation 
in your life. 

Read the lesson once daily. Look at Key 6 
five minutes every day, before reading the 
lesson. 

At least once a day, pause long enough to 
call up mental images of the Keys you have now 
studied, from Key 0 to Key 6. Remember that 
they are portraits of certain aspects of your 
real selfhood. As you complete this brief 
mental review, try to realize that what the 
Keys picture is aotually operative, f r cm mo- 
ment to moment, throughout your life. 

Hence it is always true that what you are 
just about to do, whether it be work or play. 


TAROT FUNDAEEK TALS 

LESSON SIXTEEN 6 

is an expression of powers pictured by these 
Keys. If you think of this, you will transfer 
Tarot from, the printed designs into your 
brain, and they will become incarnate centers 
of p caver within you. 
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LESSOR SEVBHTEEH 
RECEPTIVITY-VaLL 

• Review the meanings of 7, in Lessen 2, 
before reading this lesson. In Hebrew, which 
has greatly influenced the philosophy of the 
Tarot, the idea “seven” is expressed by a noun 
spelt with the same letters as a verb meaning 
"to be full, filled, satisfied." Another noun 
denoting "abundance, plenty," is spelt the 
same way. So is an adjective translated "sa- 
tiated, full, satisfied." Finally, these same 
letters form a verb meaning "to swear , to vow, 
to confirm by oath, to express solemn inten- 
tion." \ 

Among the meanings of 7 you find mastery, 
conquest, peace, safety, security. All these 
are related to the root-meaning of the verb 
which signifies "to be filled, satisfied." Tfo 
associate peace and safety with abundance and 
plenty. Conquest, another meaning of 7, is 
the result of carrying definite purpose into 
action. Peace follows conquest, and conquest 
itself leads to the establishment of equilib- 
r iwjg,, be tween eont ending forces. As an ancient 
occult ritual says: “Two contending forces, 
and one reconciler between them." Hence we 
may expect to find that the Tarot Key numbered 
7 symbolizes a power which can establish har- 
mony, can bring order out of chaos. It is a 
power of adaptation and adjustment. 

This power is WILL; but the occult concept 
of Hill is different from ordinary notions, 
because occultists regard Hill as being in no 
sense a per s cnal facility. Hill is not some- 
thing strong-minded people possess, while the 
timid are devoid of it u ^ Hill is the living. 
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motivating power behind the entire universe**) 
Every person and thing in creation has an 
equal share in it* Remember the words of the 
Pattern: "All the power that ever was or will 
be is IfijRE, im." 

The difference between persons is not in 
the degree of Yiill-pcwer, as a possession* We 
all have access to an unlimited supply. That 
wherein ire differ is in the degree of our 
ability to express this power through our 
personalities* 

( YJill-pcwer is a cosmic energy, not a per- 
sonal force* 7 So long as men suffer from the 
delusion that they possess wills of their ®wn, 
they remain in bondage* to think of YJill- 
power as one r s personal property, as a per- 
sonal attribute, is absurd. One might as well 
claim to ov/n the air one breathes* 

In all the universe there is only OHS Will- 
power* It is the power expressed through all 
the various laws of life. Through want of 
right discrimination a man may suppose himself 
to have something he calls "will*" He may go 
so far in his delusion as to suppose he can 
pit that imaginary "mil" of his against the 
laws, of life. He who can discriminate is not 
so deluded* 

Hence, in Tarot, the Key picturing the true 
Will-power , and man f s relation to it, follows 
the Key which represents discrimination. If 
one sees what Key 6 shews, that the power- 
source behind and above self-consci ousness and 
aubconseiousness (the two aspects of personal 
life) is a superconscious reality, superior to 
every personal limitation, then it is a logi- 
cal consequence to see that Trill-power must be 
s uper-per s onal * 

So much for reasoning* If we turn to the 
report of those men whom history designates as 
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masters of life, what do they say? Invariably 
they vjhose achievements express the super- 
lative degree of mastery are persons who most 
emphatically deny that they have any will of 
their own. Moses was one such. So was Bud- 
dha. So was Jesus, who said, "I have no will 
save to do the vdll of him that sent meT” And 
the counsel of these masters of life to those 
who seek to follow in their footsteps is ever 
the same: "Above all else, rid yourself of the 
delusion of self-will. Learn to be receptive 
to the inner guidance of the only Yfill-power 
there is. Obey the true Hill which is above 
you and behind you. Remember always that the 
true Will is never your own." 

The meaning eg the letter Cheth, printed on 
Key 7, is field or fence . Both meanings imply 
inolosure. Primarily, the field intended is 
the universe, including all manifested objects 
and energies. In man, the field is the per- 
sonality, and the master or cultivator of this 
field of personality is the true I AH, or 
Inner Self. 

The idea of a field brings out the fact 
that personality may be cultivated. That is, 
the potencies of Will-power may be brought 
into active manifestation through the func- 
tions of a personal vehicle which has been 
properly prepared. 

Hill- power may be likened to the seed from 
which all possibilities are developed. It is 
also the fruition of those possibilities, when 
they have been brought from latency into 
active manifestation. Give this idea earnest 
and attentive consideration. It will shed a 
flood of light on the true function and pur- 
pose of personality. You will begin to under- 
stand' the true value of personal ity as an 
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instrument whereby you may make progress. But 
personality mut be regarded always as an 
instrument# It must never be mistaken for the 
workman who employs it* It is always the 
field, never the cultivator* You are not your 
body. You are not your emotions. You ar« 
not y,5>ur mind. If you were, you could not 
apply the possessive case to them, You do not 
possess what you are* 

Hence the letter Cheth is said to stand for 
a mode of consciousness named ,! The Intelli- 
gence of the House of Influence, 11 The noun 
translated 11 inf luence” means also "wealth, 
abundance," The purport of this is that the 
master-consciousness, the mental state which 
permits the greatest possible express ion of 
Will-power, and the highest degree of control 
of circumstance, is one which grasps the truth 
that human personality is the abode or dwell**, 
ing of a power which flows- into the conscious 
and subconscious levels of personality fran 
a plane above those levels. This descending 
influence is the only true Will-power, It is 
free from every restriction whatever, the only 
free Will there is, 

A field is a definite, limited area, A 
word is a definite idea, linked tea form that 
makes it intelligible, A word endows an idea 
with some specific, concrete meaning. There 
are mere noises, having no true meaning; and 
not a few of our troubles may be traced to our 
want of ability to distinguish these meaning- 
less noises from genuine words. All true and 
definite words are words of power. It is to 
such that the wise referred when they assigned 
the function of speech to the letter Cheth, 
And by speech they meant not only what is 
uttered audibly, but had in mind also the 
silent language of thought. 
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Our habits of* speech reveal the degree of 
Trill development. Words we use continually, 
every day, and the meanings vre attach to 
them, are the patterns of our life-expres- 
sion. This does not mean that persons who use 
bij| words, or unusual cues, express life more 
completely than those whose speech is simple 
and homely. Quite the contrary. But accuracy 
in the use of words , care in selecting them, 
so that they express true meanings, choice of 
positive, strong, courageous words — these are 
among the most important requirements for 
unfoldment of Will-power. Such words result 
in correspondingly positive mental, emotional 
and physical states. Their opposites result 
in confused thinking, chaotic feelings, physi- 
cal disease, and disorderly environment. 

Certain special words have specific vibra- 
tory power when spoken or sung. Among such 
are the mystic syllable Qm, various divine and 
angelic names, in many tongues, together with 
certain artificial sound combinations. The 
use of such special words is a difficult art. 
Hindus call it Mantra Yog a. 

One should not experiment with such word 
forms unless one knows just what he is doing. 
T^e early stages of the work demand the su- 
pervision of a competent personal teacher. Of 
the power of sound, Madame Blavatsky says in 
The Secret Doctrine that it is "a tremendous 
force, of which the electricity generated by a 
million Niagaras could never counteract the 
smallest potentiality, when directed by occult 
knowledge . ” Not exactly a plaything for the 
idly curious, who merely ’’want to see what 
will happen' 5 J 

C a ncer, the Crab, is the zodiacal sign 
attributed to the letter Cheth and Key 7. The 
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crab is a shelled animal, hence related to the 
meaning of Cheth, as fence , and the meaning of 
7, as denoting safety and security. Astrology 
says Cancer rules the chest, the fence of 
bones -which protects the most important vital 
organs, and this also agrees with the basic 
meaning of the letter# 

Cancer is ruled by the Moon, and the planet 
Jupiter is exalted therein. Our habitual sub- 
conscious mental states (the Moon, Key 2) have 
rulership over our expression of Mill-power# 
The fact that the power of Tfill always ex- 
presses itself in some kind of cyclic activity 
has to do with the connection betweenJ Jupiter 
and Key 7, as you will understand better after 
you have studied Key 10. 

The title, THE CHARIOT, sums up all we have 
been considering. A chariot is a movable 
fence, a protection for its rider. The key- 
word to under standing of this title is "vehi- 
cle/* Buddha used to liken personality to a 
chariot. So did Pythagoras# In the Bhagavad- 
Gita vre read; "The Self is the rider in the 
chariot of the body, of which the senses are 
the horses, and the mind the reins." 

Tin is is what is meant by "Intelligence of 
the House of Influence." Right discrimination 
shows that personality has no power of its 
own. Personality is a vehicle of power, an 
instrument through which power is made mani- 
fest# The place of personality in the cosmic 
order is that of an intermediate agency, 
through which the one Mill -power, itself the 
energy of super consciousness , is brought to 
bear upon the states and conditions which con- 
stitute man*s environment. Te see this, and 
to shape thought, word and action to agree 
with such right discrimination as to the true 
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significance of personality, is to adopt the 
method which Trill insure the highest possible 
development of Yfill-power . 

This week, as you look at Key 7 and color 
it, bring again and again to mind the thought 
that your personality is an instrument or ve- 
hicle for the expression of the same limitless 
Yt ill-power which manifests itself throughout 
the universe as the power which marks out 
specific fields of concrete expression for the 
One Life. Remember that 7 is the number 
related to the idea expressed by the verb M to 
vow.” Dedicate yourself to an ever-increasing 
measure or receptivity to the influence flow- 
ing into your field of personal consciousness 
from the super conscious plane above. Frame 
this vow of dedication in a sentence vhdch 
expresses the idea briefly and clearly. 

1TATSK YOUR HAS ITS OF SPEECH AND THOUGHT, so 
that you may make them harmonize with ycur vow 
©f dedication. 


COLOR INSTRUCTIONS 

YELLQT : Baokgr ound , char i ot whe els. 

GREEN: Trees and grass, wreath under the 
rider’s crc wn. 

BLUE: Stream, and faces in crescents on 
shoulders. Deeper shade on canopy. The 
panel behind carioteer and wings in 
front of chariot (not the disk between 
them) should also be of this darker 
shade. 

GRAY: Chariot and chariot pillars, wall be- 
fore city, on both sides of the chariot. 

GOLD; Crown, belt (not figures), collar 
edging, ornament in square on breast- 
plate, disk between Tiings, scepter in 
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right hand (except the crescent at top 
of scepter). 

SILVER; Crescents on shoulders, and cres- 
cent on scepter; stars on canopy and 
back panel. 

TiHITEt Cuffs, castles in city (not roof- 
tops), shield on chariot, white sphinx, 
stripes on headdresses of both sphinxes* 
Design on skirt of rider is also white, 
but difficult to paint. It is advisable to 
leave it as it is. 

STEEL: Armor on arms of rider* 

BRASS: Breastplate (this is a greenish yel- 
low, to simulate brass). 

BLONDER : Hair . 

RED: Roof-tops, symbol on shield in front 
of chariot. 
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TEE CHARIOT 

The title of this Key is directly related 
to the number 7, because the Pythagoreans, 
whose doctrine was known to the inventors of 
Tarot, called 7 the vehiculum of man f s life* 
The symbolism of Key 7 is evidently an adapta- 
tion from the Pythagorean description of the 
Spirit as the rider in the chariot of person- 
ality* Plato gives this as a Pythagorean sym- 
bol; but Pythagoras probably learned it during 
his sojourn in India, for the Kathopanishad 
says : 

"The Self is the rider in the chariot of 
the body, guided by the intellect as chariot- 
eer, drawn by the senses as powerful horses, 
controlled by way of the mind serving for the 
reins. Thus runs the vehicle over the course 
of experience* The Self thus conditioned by 
the seas es and the min'd is called the Erg oyer 
by those who know. He v/ho is forsaken by the 
charioteer (intelligent discrimination) and 
has no idea o f guiding the reins — his mind — in 
the proper manner, has no control ever the 
senses, and is like a driver of restive hors- 
es. He who has the intellect for his driver 
and the mind for proper reins, is able to 
reach the other end of the course, the highest 
essence of the All-pervading* TEAT ever con- 
cealed in all, is never manifest, but is 
grasped by the sharp intellect of those who 
are trained to minute observation*" 

This quotation emphasizes the importance of 
what Tarot represents by the Magician. That 
Key is associated with Beth, the House. Ilenoe 
a city is shown in the background of Key 7, to 
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intimate that the discriminative pcnrer of 
self-consciousness is behind all that is shown 
in the foreground* 

The buildings behind the wall of the city 
have towers surmounted by triangles or pyra- 
mids* These are red, and the towers them- 
selves are masculine, phallic symbols* The 
true development of Vfi ll-p ower jL _symb ol iz ed by 
Key.JZ-,-Jbas,.b itj^xhe c cns tr u c t ive f u natf on j 

of s e If - c onsnno us^^sZ^ ^Uu? ^exer c i s e of^ihhis^ 

a lifting-up or sublima- 
tion of the reproductive forces of the physi- 
cal body* This is accomplished by a release of 
the subconscious force analytical psychology 
calls libido* 

The wall is a stone fence. In front of it 
is a wind-break of trees like those growing in 
the Empress * garden— a living “.mil. Then 
comes the river, a wall of water. In the 
foreground is the chariot, a portable fence, 
carrying a rider wearing armor, another kind 
of fence. Thus the Key contains repeated 

references to the letter Cheth* 

The body of the chariot is a cube, like 
that whereon sits the High Priestess. Review 
what is said of the cubic stone in Lessons 8 
and 12. See also the explanation of the noun 
ABN, ehben, "stone,” in Lesson 14* 

To this add the fact that Qabalists associ- 
ate the noun Ab, Father, formed from the first 
two letters of ABN, with the aspect of Reality 
they name ITisdcm, tc which they attribute: 
1) the forces of the zodiac; 2) the life-force 
expressed in the perfect order manifested by 
astronomical phenomena. From the same source 
comes our life-force, which, as modern science 
demonstrates, is derived from the radiant 
energy of the heavenly bodies « 
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The cycles of transformation of this radi- 
ant energy vrithin our bodies, and in the v; or Id 
of physical things which constitutes our en- 
vironment, cause all phenomena vrithin range of 
our experience. These cycles are represented 
by the v/heels cf the chariot, v/hich refer to 
the symbolism of Key 10, associated v/ith the 
planet Jupiter, exalted in Cancer. 

The direction East-Below, corresponding to 
the lower horizontal line at the rear of a 
cube facing an observer seated in the YTest, is 
assigned to Cheth. This is a combination of 
the directions Belov; (assigned to Gimel and 
the High Priestess) and East (assigned to Dal-? 
eth and the Empress). 

This line of Bast-Below joins the lower and 
eastern faces of the Cube of Space mentioned 
in The Book of Formation. It connects the 
lower end of the north-east vertical line (as- 
signed to the Emperor) and the south-east ver- 
tical line (assigned to the Hierophant). 

It is opposite, and therefore complemen- 
tary, to the horizontal line, East-Above, at 
the top of the cube. East-Above is the line 
at the junction of the upper face (assigned 
tc the Kagician) and the eastern face (assign- 
ed to the Express). This line of East-Above is 
the one assigned to the Lovers* Note that it 
connects the upper ends of the lines of the 
Brvpor or ( N or th- East ) and the Hierophant (South- 
East), just as the line East-Below, assigned 
to the Chariot, connects the lov;er ends of the 
same two vertical lines. 

YJhat is intimated here Is that the meital 
activities represented by Key 6 link together 
reason and intuition (Emperor and Hierophant) 
at the level of self-conscious mental activity 
represented by the Magician. On the other 
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hand, the functions represented by Key 7 mite 
the powers of the Emperor and the Hierophant 
at the level of subconscious activity repre- 
sented by the High Priestess, 

Key 7 refers primarily to operations of the 
Life-power occurring at subconscious levels. 
They are combinations of creative imagination 
(East: Empress) and memory (Belov;: High 
Priestess). These activities link together 
the subconscious consequences o f reason 
(North-East: Emperor) and intuition (South- 
East: Hierophant), These operations are those 
related to the sign Cancer, which governs 
nutrition and digestion. Subconsciousness is 
the ruling power in those f motions (Moon, the 
High Priestess, governing Cancer); and the 
highest f met ions of what is known astrologi- 
cally as "Jupiter,” working through the solar 
plexus, or abdominal brain, are brought also 
into play. 

This is important as showing that Key 7 has 
to do vri.th the vehicle of personality, built 
by subconsciousness. Some have suggested that 
Key 7 ought to be named the Charioteer, Tie do 
not agree with this opinion. The emphasis in 
this Key is on the vehicle , considered as the 
portable "House of Influence." Hence the body 
of the chariot is a cube, to indicate that the 
personal vehicle is actually no more than a 
particular shaping of the same materials which 
constitute its environment. 

These materials flow into the enclosure 
provided by the personal vehicle, as the river 
in the background of the picture flows into 
the scene. Like the same river, flowing out 
of the picture, the various cosmic forces flow 
out of the personal vehicle, after talcing form 
in the various personal activities. Hone *if 
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them originates In the vehicle. None remains 
within it* 

Four pillars rising from the body of the 
chariot support a canopy. The number 4 is the 
number of order and measurement* It refers 
also to the four elements; fire, water, air, 
earth. Each pillar is divided into two equal 
parts, reminding us of the Hermetic axiom: 
n That which is above is as that which is 
below* " 

The point of division at the center of each 
pillar is surrounded by a ring. This is a 
symbol of Spirit, for the rings are circles, 
or zero-signs. The idea symbolized is that 
each of the four elements is encircled by the 
One Spirit. 

The starry canopy represents the celestial 
forces whose descent into the physical plane 
through the activity of the four elements is 
the cause of all external manifestation. This 
canopy represents the forces which surround 
the earth, and seem to be above us in the sl<y. 
It represents also the subtle metaphysical 
forces which are above the level of personali- 
ty. It is therefore a symbol of what Eliphas 
Levi called "Astral Light." (See SEVEN STEPS. 
Lesson 1.) 

A shield on the face of the car has the 
same significance as the letter-name, the wall 
and wind-break of trees, the river, and the 
chariot itself. The symbol on the shield is 
one form of the Hindu lingam-yoni, typifying 
*ohe union of positive and negative forces. 

Above the shield is a variation of the 
winged globe of Egypt. It is yellow, to rep- 
resent the power of the solar rays, and the 
wings are blue to symbolize the moisture of 
the atmosphere which brings these rays to 
earth. 
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The crown of the charioteer is ornamented 
with three golden pentagrams (See Lesson 13 ), 
Three are shown, because the mental dominion 
we exert through right use of the power of 
speech does really extend over three planes 
or worlds , 

The rider*s fair hair is bound by a green 
wreath, like that on the head of the Foci, and 
having the same meaning. He is clad in armor, 
like the Emperor, The crescents on his shoul- 
ders refer to the Mocn ! s rulership in Cancer# 
They also symbolize the two aspects of the 
Life-power which Hebrew ITisdom calls Mercy and 
Severity, Hence there is a smiling face in 
the half -moon on the side of Mercy, and in the 
crescent on the side of Severity is a frowning 
countenance. 

The charioteer^ cuirass, or breastplate, 
is greenish-vellcvr to simulate brass, the 
metal of Venus, It signifies the protection 
afforded by right use of the power of the 
Empress, who carries, you mil remember, a 
shield as symbol of her protective function. 
The square on the cuirass represents order and 
purity, while the three T f s of which it is 
made up refer to the limiting power of Saturn, 
which planet is attributed to the letter T, or 
Tav, The skirt below the armor is divided 
into eight parts, and the units of its depign 
are geomantic symbols, used in making magical 
talismans. The belt of the charioteer sug- 
gests the zodiac. Close examination wall shew 
the astrological symbol for Cancer in one of 
its panels, and a crescent moon in another. 

The charioteer^ scepter is surmounted by a 
figure 8, combined with a crescent. This is a 
combination of the symbol over the Magic ian*s 
head v/ith the lunar crown of the High Priest- 
ess, Thus the charioteer f s ensign of author- 
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ity shows that his dominion is the result of a 
blending of the powers of self-consciousness 
and subconsciousness* 

Key 7 is the end of the first row of Keys 
in your tableau, and is a synthesis of them 
all. It tells you that the chain of events 
leading to your ability to express Will-power 
starts with the Magician. Acts of attention 
(Key 1) set going the associative function of 
subconsciousness (Key 2), and the result is 
creation of concrete mental images, which ex- 
ternalize as definite environmental conditions 
(Key o). The observation and Orderly correla- 
tion of the images, which present themselves 
to us as facts and circumstances is what we 
call reason (Key 4). This enables us to test 
our intuitions (Key 5), with the result that 
we make discriminations betweai the real and 
the unreal, and with the further result that 
we become awar e of the differences between 
self-consciousness and subconsciousness, and 
perceive their relation to super consciousness 
(Key 5). This discrimination, worked out by 
subconscious processes of deduction and imag* 
ination, aflfects the body-building activities 
which;, give us our physical vehicles. Thus we 
become aware of the true nature of Will-power, 
and perceive that the Universal Self is the 
rider in every chariot of personality. 

By the invisible reins of the mind, we let 
the Self guide the vehicle of personality. 
The result is that the motive-power of sensa- 
tion is brought to rest, as are the sphinxes 
in this version. Or the horses which draw the 
chariot, in seme older Tarot designs. 

The sphinxes are propoundsrs of riddles, 
and so are the senses. By sensation we 
experience all the pairs of opposites — what we 
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like, and what we dislike; what seems favor- 
able to o*ur aims, and what seems adverse. But 
when the One Self, through the intellect, 
guides the vehicle of personality, it controls 
the senses, and the result is security, safety 
and peace— as represented by the number 7. 

This v/eek spend some time in a deliberate 
endeavor to realize that your inner Self is 
above and beyond your personality. Try to 
understand that this Self is the true Actor in 
all that you do. Think of your personality as 
being merely a vehicle, having no power of its 
own, but only that flowing fron the One ITill, 
and talcing form in the energy of the Astral 
Light. By repetition, this concept will be- 
come so habitual and natural that everything 
you think, say and do will be influenced by 
it. Thus will you be cultivating your field 
Qf personality. 

Above ail, watch your v/ords. Say what you 
mean, and mean vrhat you say. Get the diction- 
ary habit, and begin enriching your vocabulary 
with strong, positive, cheerful, hopeful words 
which express the highest truth you can think. 

As an aid to this we recommend the use of 
Ro get ! s Thesaurus and Hartrampf f s Vocabularies * 
These standard reference volumes are now pub- 
lished by Grosset and Dunlap, at the low price 
of one dollar each. Buy these books, and use 
them daily. You will never make a better 
investment. By their aid you may take long 
strides toward learning the art of truly magi- 
cal speech. 
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Figure 1 represents the CUBE OF SPACE 
viewed from the west, showing the top, west 
and south faces. The boundary lines are 
named, and arrows shew the direction of the 
current flowing in each line. 

Figure 2 shows the top, betton, north and 
east faces', together with the boundary lines, 
K0RTH-BEL017, EAST-BULGI! and NORTH-EAST, which 
are omitted from Figure 1. 

Figure 3 represents the three co-ordinated 
by dotted lines from A (ABOVE) to 3 (BELOIT), 
from E (EAST) to XI (TEST), and from N (NORTH) 
to S (SOUTH). 

To these three lines are assigned three 
Hebrew letters, the HOIUSHS; to the twelve 
ges the twelve SIIIPLE letters: to the six 
ces the first six DOUBLE letters; and to 
the inner central point, where the co-ordin- 
ates cross, the seventh double, Tav 
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THE SERPENT PC iJER 

The Hebrew letter Teth means ” snake . ,f If 
you exaaaine the form of the character on Key 8 
you will see that it is simply a conventional- 
ized picture of a coiled serpent* The serpent 
is one of the most frequently used, and one of 
the most important occult symbols* The Wise 
Ones use it when they v/ish to compress their 
knowledge of the Great Magical Agent into a 
single emblem. 

The Great Magical Agent is an actual force, 
employed every day by everyone* It is cosmic 
electricity, the universal life-principle, the 
conscious energy which takes form as all ex- 
i sting things, and builds them all from with- 
in. In human personality it is also specially 
manifest as a subtle kind of nerve-force, to 
which our Oriental Brethren give the Sanskrit 
name, Kundalini , the n coiled one. u 

Learning to control the Magical Agent is 
part of the daily work of every student of 
Ageless Wisdom* One step toward control is to 
establish a clear intellectual perception of 
the truth that all the various forms of physi- 
cal existence are merely transformations of 
this one energy. The world is full of a num- 
ber of things. All are disguises for the ONE 
THING. The essential nature of the One Thing 
is SPIRIT* 

The old Hebrew name for the special mode of 
consciousness represented by the letter Teth 
is w Intelligence of the Secret of Works.” The 
noun translated n works ,T is sometimes rendered 
as lI wagas n or ^reward.” The secret of right 
work is to make sure that YJbaijever one do^a 
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Tri.ll bring about the Intended result. IThat is 
the essence of that secret? The knowledge 
that the working power is the inexhaustible 
energy of the One Spirit. W I do nothing of 
iiyself : the Father that dwelleth in ne, he 
doeth the works. 1 * 

There is the secret. Compare it with what 
has been said about the noun ABN, ehben, in 
the preceding lesson, £to be absolutely sure 
of success, we must correctly identifjr the 
working power as being the One Spirit/] By so 
doing, we rid ourselves of concern as to the 
outcome of our works . 

. This unconcern about results is by no means 
indifference. Neither is it a vague, dreamy 
feeling that n all will be well," One must be 
specific, knowing what is intended, and fully 
resolved to bring about definite results. The 
thing to avoid is anxiety, 

Jesus taught this plainly. The Bhagavad- 
Oita says the secret of right work is to have 
no attachment to results. Mis understood by 
many, especially by those vho have twisted it 
into an excuse for mental haziness, this idea 
is perfectly sound. Moreover, it is eas^to 
put into practice. 

To be anxious a bout the future, to be con- 
cern ed about results, is to make mental images 
of failure. lie who does this concentrates on 
a mental pattern of vrti at he does not want — 
consciously. Often, sad to say, this anxiety 
is a subconscious determination to fail. More 
persons fail bec a use they really hope to than 
is generally understood. Their will to fail 
is based on a subconscious fear that they lack 
power to carry their projects through. 

Hence tc cure that fear is essential; and 
the cur# is easily effected by seeing, first 
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of all, that every one of us has at his dis- 
posal a power perfectly adequate to accomplish 
■whatever we intend to do, and whatever we are 
able to image clearly and definitely. Yihen we 
grasp this truth, subconsci ous fears are dis- 
sipated, and with them goes the hidden will to 
fail. 

To this end, begin now to think of every- 
thing a s being a manifestation cf Spirit. You 
may find it helpful to think of everything as 
a direct expression of one radiant mental 
energy. Only to those who fail to und er stand 
its nature does the Sr eat Magical Agent seem 
to be a blind, mechanical force. 

Learn to think of it as conscious-, Intel-- 
ligent energy. Practice thinking this. Over 
and over again, as you make contact rdth the 
various objects in your environment, remind 
yourself of their real nature. Try to see, 
hear, smell, taste and touch the (hie Spirit 
everywhere . Ho matter if this idea is famil- 

iar. Get it to permeate your whole organism. 
Knowing it in your brain is not enough. Make 
it second nature by re petit ion. 

Yihat, in the second paragraph of this les- 
son, is named Kunda lini, is the special form 
of the Great Magical Agent utilized for occult 
’’works of power." Fortunately, it is dormant 
in most persons, 17e say "fortunately," be- 
cause it is a tremendous force, as potent for 
destruction and debasement as for integration 
and illumination. It may not be trifled with. 
Hake no attempt to awaken it until you aro 
sure you understand our instructions, and take 
all. the precautions we recommend,. You will 
know what to do, and why, if you study these 
lessons carefully, for they explain the true 
secr^b. 
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Tie appeal here to your good sense and to 
your prudence, not to base fears* The ability 
to control this force may be developed easily, 
once its nature is understood* ^The conditions 
under which it may be brought into activity 
safely include: purity of mind and desire, 
high aspirations and ideals; utter unselfish- 
ness in action^ 

Every attempt to express these states of 
consciousness through right action makes an 
actual change in your organism* "when the sum 
of a great number of small changes effects a 
sufficient total alteration, you Trill find 
yourself ready to awaken the serpent power, 
and you will know just what to do* 

why is this force called the s ecpent power? 
So many persons suppose the serpent to be al- 
ways a symbol of evil that some answer to this 
question seems appropriate here* 

Host of our notions are based on a literal 
reading of the allegory of the Fall, in the 
third chapter of Genesis. There we read that 
the serpent was more subtile than any other 
beast of the field* (The field is the same 
field which is represented by the letter-name 
Cheth, corresponding to Hey 7.) 

The ordinary meaning of the Hebrew adjec- 
tive translated sub tile is "clever, cunning, 
crafty, dissembling^ Yet the same word, with 
different vowel-points , means "naked, bare, 
uncovered." Here is a reference to one marked 
characteristic of the Great Magical Agent. IT 
CONCEALS THE TRUE NATURE OF THINGS, BY SEEMING 
TO EXPOSE THEM UNCOVERED. 

The Great Magical Agent is the indefinable. 
s omethi ng which presents itself to us in vari- 
ous appearances. Under every guise it seems 
to show itself openly, without the least con- 
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ceaiment. It has taken nilleniums f car man to 
learn that every visible form is a veil of 
concealment for a hidden truth. 

Hence it is that they who call themselves 
"realists*? are, of all persons, often farthest 
from having any notion of the true Reality. 
For them appearances constitute the only truth 
worth a moment’s consideration. If such per- 
sons enter the field of art they wallow in 
what they call "naked truth," when all the 
time they are simply parading their familiari- 
ty with undressed lies. Usually their pro- 
ductions are characterized by extreme emphasis 
on unpleasant details of appearances. 

A true "realist" is he who is »ot taken in 
by the seeming openness of externals. He un- 
derstands the subtlety cf the serpent power 
and turns it to good use. (For remember, the 
same Genesis which tells us the serpent was 
the tempter includes the snake among the crea- 
tures of whom it was said: "And God saw that 
it was good," II or is it amiss, in this con- 
nection, to remind ourselves tha.t if we are to 
be influenced by Scripture, we must take its 
whole teaching into account. And the Bible is 
explicit in its declaration that the law of 
the Lord is perfect, and all his works part of 
a success process.) Hence, throughout the 
history of humanity, great initiates have 
called themselves and their pupils "good ser- 
pents." The Christian admonition, "Be ye wise 
as serpents," echose this ancient custom. 

The motion of the Magical Agent is serpen- 
tine, because it is both wavy, or undulating, 
and spiral. This coiling, spiral, vibratory 
motion of the serpent power is one reason for 
associating it with the number 8, for 8 is a 
numeral symbol of rhythmic vibraticn c 
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To vjrite 3 one begins at the top and de- 
scribes a letter S, serpentine in form* S is 
also an alphabetical symbol for hissing sound# 
Continuing the movement, one forms curves re»- 
cipr ocal to those first described# Thus in 
Y/riting a figure 8 vre make the same curved 
lines which are shown in the caduceus of Her- 
mes by tvj-o intertvnned snakes. These are also 
the lines of movement traced by the serpent 
p ower as it moves within the human body. Thus 
8 in this Key is more than a symbol# It is a 
diagrammatic representation of the path of the 
serpent power Y/hen it moves through man f s 
nervous system# 

Except 0, the figure 8 is the only one that 
can be Y<ritten over and over again, without 
lifting pen from paper# Thus it is a sign of 
endless activity. 'This relates 8 to the ser- 
pent, because snakes shed their skins, and the 
ancients, observing this, supposed that these 
animals renevred their whole organism also. So 
from time immemorial, the serpent has been a 
symbol of immortality and eternity. 

In Christian occultism, 8 is sometimes said 
to bo the Dominical Number, Or special number 
representing Christ# Yet it is also a symbol 
for the Holy Spirit, sometimes described as a 
feminine potency. This is the reason the 8 in 
Key 1, and over the head of the woman in the 
Key you are studying now, is placed in a hori- 
zontal, or feminine, position# 

Again, 8 symbolizes the ancient doctrine 
that all opposites are effects of a singlo 
cause, and that balanced, reciprocal action 
an reaction between opposites results in har- 
mony. Seme of the Pythagoreans even called 8 
Efermonia. Yihat they had in mind is one great 
practical secret of Ageless Wisdon# 
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Attributed to Key 8, through the letter 
Teth, is the zodiacal sign Leo, ruled by the 
Sun. Astrologers say Leo governs the heart:, 
the back, the spine and spinal cord (which is 
the main channel for the physical manifesta- 
tions of the serpent power)* Among the tribes 
of Israel, Leo is represented by the Tribe of 
Judah, whose standard bore a lion. 

The Hebrew nane for Leo is AN IK, Arieh. The 
letters of this word may be re-arranged to 
spell RAIK, reaiyah, sight* Sight is attrib- 
uted to the letter Heh (ll), and is therefore 
associated with the sign Aries, , t 

The numeral value of these two words, 216, 
is the same as that of the noun RVG&, r ogaz , 
which may be translated ’’trembling, vibra- 
tion*” This noun is particularly connected 
with Samekh, the sign Sagittarius, and liey 14* 
Again, 216 is the number of the word G31/RH, 
Geburah, Strength. This is the Hebrew for ’the 
title of Key 8. It is also the name of the 
fifth of the ten spheres on the Qabalistic 
diagram, the Tree of Life* This sphere is the 
Sphere of Mars, or field in which the power of 
that planet is active. 

These correspondences all point in one 
direction. They indicate that strength, or 
working power, is to be sought in a form of 
vibration which is fiery in quality, vhich is 
active in the sense of sight, and which ia 
connected in seme way with the functions of 
the heart and spine. 

This power is the light power vhich makes 
vision possible. It is also the life power 
actually centered in the heart, and coursing 
through the great ’’main cable” of the spinal 
cord, whence it is distributed by the nerves 
to every part of the physical organism, 

t , 
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coloring instructions 

YELLOlT: Background, lion’s eye, 

GREEN: Foliage, rose leaves, leaves in 
woman’s hair, foreground (but do not 
extend all the way in right foreground, 
because the mountain range carries over 
to the right), 

VIOLET: Mountain (both sides o f back- 
ground). 

VISITS* ’Toman’s dress, lion’s teeth* 

BLONDE; 17 Oman’s hair, 

RED: Roses, lion, f lower in woman’s hair. 

Pay particular attention to this lessen and 
the next. They deal with the force you are 
using for the regeneration of your personal- 
ity. Use it, and you will attain the heights. 
Abuse it, and it will destroy you. It is the 
cosmic electricity mentioned by Madame Blavat- 
sky in The Secret Doctrine ; 

’’Mighty vrord, and still xaightior symbol J 
Sacred regenerator of a no less sacred prog- 
eny; of firo— the creator, the preserver, and 
the destroyer; of light— the essence of our 
divine ancestors; o f flame— the Soul o f 
things 
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LESSOR TI.ERTY 
STRENGTH 

In your tableau, Hey 3 is the first of the 
Second rro of Keys, which, you remember , rep- 
resents the lavra or agencies whereby the prin- 
ciples symbolized by the Keys numbered from 1 
to 7 are carried into operation. Key 3 repre- 
sents the law which is the means for express- 
ing the principle of attention pictured by the 
Magician. 

This law is s uggest ion. It is dealt with 
at some length in Lesson 5 of SEVER STEPS. 
Review what is written there, in connection 
with this present lesson. 

It is by means of suggestion that the force 
concentrated by acts of attention is carried 
into manifestation, for the modification of 
external conditions. Remember, the force so 
concentrated is a perfect Un ity , designated by 
the Hebrew noun AChD, achad or echud. It is 
also the Love-force, as indicated by the hu- 
meral identity between AChD, Unity, and AHBH, 
ahebah, love. Ponder this in meditation, and 
you vrill find another clue to the Secret of 
Works . 

Note particularly that 13, the number link- 
ing these two Hebrew words, is the number of a 
Tarot Key which, as you vri.ll learn from Lesson 
29, is related both to Unity and Love. 

The woman in Key 8 is the High Priestess, 

■ the Express , and the Lady Eve of Key 6. She 
symbolizes the human aspect of subconscious- 
ness, controlling and directing the functions 
*f every organ in the body, and directing the 
Cttftrr-e ftfcs of Prana, the vital energy or Life- 
The adjustment of personality tc the 
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point where such control and direction changes 
bodily structure and chemistry to the degree 
that the physical organism may make practical 
application of the high potencies of supercon- 
scicus life* is the work of subconsciousness* 
operating in accordance with the law of sug- 
gestion* 

Like the Empress* the woman is fair-haired 
and crowned* Her crown is of flowers* instead 
of stars. This hints that we are concerned 
in Key 8 with organic processes* rather than 
with the inorganic cosmic forces symbolized by 
the hexagram on the Empress 1 crown. 

Furthermore* flowers are the reproductive 
organs of the vegetable kingdom* and a crown 
always stands for "will* because in Qabalah the 
technical name . for . the Primal Tfill is IIThR* 
KethOr, the Crown. . Thus the crown of flowers 
means that the sovereignty exercised by the 
human subconsciousness dver the various .grades 
of being below the human level is a sovereign- 
ty having to do yrith intelligent control of 
the serpent power which is the agency at work 
in vegetable, animal and human reproduction. 

Over the Y/bman f s head is a horizontal 8* 
like that hovering 9ver the head of the Magi- 
cian* For she partakes of his influence* and 
typifies subconscious reaction to the princi- 
ple he personifies. In one sense everything 
symbolized by Key 8 may be regarded as a 
development of the symbolism of the roses and 
lilies growing in the Magic ian f s garden. 

The Empress and the High Priestess sit* 
This woman* like the one in Key 6, stands. 
The High Priestess is subconsciousness* con- 
ceived as the recorder and preserver of the 
various impressions originating at conscious 
and superconscious levels. The Empress typi- 
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fies the gemination cf mental images through 
subconscious responses to conscious and super- 
conscious stimuli. The w cm an. in Key 6 shows a 
more active response of subconsciousness to 
superconscicus potencies and guidance. Now, 
in Key 8, the woman is shown controlling all 
the forces of nature below the human level. 

Her robe is pure white, like the inner gar- 
ments of the Fool and the Llagician. This 
garment represents the purified aspect of sub- 
consciousness, which it assumes as h result of 
intelligent application of the law that it is, 
at all times, amenable to control by sugges- 
tion. White stands also for the Divine Unity, 
and is an emblem of purity and innocence, 
hence of regeneration, which results in a per- 
sonal realization of the truth that the ALL is 
ONE. 

The chain of roses which goes round the 
"/■Oman’s waist and encircles the lion’s neck is 
intended to represent a figure 8, though this 
is net very clearly shevm in the picture. 
Roses symbolize desire, hence the chain is a 
systematic series of desires, woven together. 
Rightly cultivated and combined, desires are 
the most potent form of suggestion. [By def- 
inite formulation of desire, in harmony with 
the real nature of things, we «an dominate the 
mighty forces of nature below the human level 
•f activity/] 

As king of beasts', the lion represents th*' 
highest forms of development in the kingdoms 
of nature below the level of man. He is the 
ruling principle of the animal nature. He is 
also an alchemical symbol of one of the most 
important principles in the Great Work. That 
work is the transmutation of the gross forms 
of natural humanity into the Stone of the 
lfi.se r perfected 
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In alchemical books we read of the Green 
Lion, the Red Lion and the Old Lion. The 
Green Lion is the animal nature, before it has 
been ripened and purified. The Red Lion is 
the animal nature brought under control of the 
higher aspects of man’s spiritual being. The 
Red Lion is the one in Key 8. The Old Lion 
represents a special state of consciousness 
which becomes manifest after the work of puri- 
fication has changed the Green Lion into the 
Red Lion. In the state of consciousness vihichi 
the Old Lion symbolizes; one senseSi’ directly 
the eternal radiant mental energy which, be- 
cause it was before anything else had been 
brought into manif estaticn, is, in time rela- 
tions, older tfyan anything else. 

Among the ideas > suggested by the word lion 
are: rulership , (siilce the lion is the king of 
beasts ),. courage, brayery, valor (also sumbol- 
ized by * the color red), tenacity, resolve, 
fortitude, decision, will. Tie say that a per- 
son having these qualities has "backbone," and 
this links up with the lion as a symbol of the 
sign Leo, said by' astrologers to govern the 
back and spine, - 

* Horth-Above is the direction attributed to 
the letter Teth, and to Key 8. In the Cube of 
Space (See Lesson 18), Horth-Above is assigned 
to the upper northern edge of the cube. 

Thus it is the upper boundary of the north- 
ern face, and the northern boundary of the top 
face. The north face is assigned to the let- 
ter Peh and Key 16, whic h correspond to the 
force astrologically related to the planeh 
liars. The top face corresponds to the direc- 
tion Above, assigned to the letter Seth, to 
Key 1, and to the planet Mercury. 

Thus in Horth-Above are joined the powers 
symbolised by Keys 1 and 16. Key 1 represents 
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tho self-conscious level of mental activity. 
Key 16 represents the fiery energies which, in 
Key 1, are symbolized, by the red outer mantle 
of the iiagician. 

Key 8, then, shows what happens when cosmic 
fire is controlled by self-conscious acts of 
attention. Furthermore, since Key 3 is North- 
Abovo, we may understand that what is pictured 
Tii this Key is a direct consequence of inten- 
tional, conscious practice. The situation 
represented by the symbols of this Key is not; 
a spontaneous natural development. It is the ' 
result of deliberate intentions and purposes' 
consciously formulated. It is the consequence 
of knowledge consciously acquired. The out- 
come of practice consciously undertaken. 

To be sure, the lav; of suggestion is a lair 
which w r orks, whether we know anything about it- 
or not. But it does not work this my unless . 
we do know, and apply our knowledge . Key ‘8 • 
shows the positive and constructive use of the 
law of suggestion in the work of personal re- 
generation. Tthat it symbolizes is a situation 
which never occurs without the introduction of 
an impulse proceeding from That Tarot typifies 
by the Magician. 

Here we approach one difficulty of Ageless 
Wisdom. In order to perform the Great Ti'ork, 
we must undertake the initial stages as if we 
were doing something of our own volition, by 
our own power. 

Certainly it seems that way. It involves a 
distinct sense of effort. There is a deliber- 
ate exercise of power. YJays and means are 
carefully selected. The initial steps in the 
work require strict self-discipline. No per- 
son who does not determinedly M take himself in 
hand” ever performs the Great Work of regener- 
ate on-. 
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All this looks like the exercise of a very 
definite personal will, and feels like it i n 
the earlier stages of the practice. Yet the 
sages continually remind us that this feeling 
is illusive, and part of their traditional 
discipline consists in mental practice which 
builds up, gradually, a realization that the 
work is not accomplished by personal effort at 
all. 

By prolonged practice of this kind, pursued 
sometimes for months and years without any 
apparent result, those who follow the Way of 
Liberation effect , changes . in their subcon- 
sciousness. These changes are symbolized in 
Key 8, and produce at the same time the result 
shown in Key 16. 

When we ccme to the latter Key, the nature 
of this result will be more ftdly explained. 
Even here we may say that it is the overthrow 
of a false conception of personal activity by 

a lightning-likd flash of true inspiration. 

Because few persons have courage and per- 

sistence to continue the preliminary v/ork in 
spire of its apparent fruitlessness, and be- 
cause not many choose to practice the resolute 
denial of self-will required by every occult 
system of discipline, the number of adepts in 
proportion to the world’s population is small# 

All recent vapor ings to the contrary not- 
withstanding, the tine will never come when 
these first steps will net be required. No 
suspension of the discipline, for any reason 
whatever, can be made for the adherents of any 
school or teacher. For the discipline is not 
imposed by men, or higher beings. It is the 
consequence of natural laws of physical and 
mental growth. They can never be changed, be- 
caus e they are part of the essential nature of 

"all "living beings. 
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The line of North- Above, being the upper 
northern edge of the Cube of Space, connects 
the upper end of the line North-East (assigned 
to Heh and the Emperor) to the upper end of 
the line North-Ties t (assigned to Lamed and 
Justice). Thus Key 8 is shown to be the 
connecting link between Keys 4 and 11, at t he 
level of consciousness represented by the di- 

rection Above, the letter Beth, and Key 1, the 
Magician. 

You have not yet received an interpretation 
of Key 11, but one of its meanings is Work or 
Action , or, as Hindus term it. Karma, Hence 
you will be able to understand that Key 8 is 
the connecting link which carries the power of 
Reas on, the Constituting Intelligence (Key 4), 
into the field of activity which has to do 
with human action and its results. 

What is pictured in Key 8 is the agency 
whereby the power of control over the condi- 
tions of our external environment, symbolized 
by Key 4, is brought to bear upon all the com-, 
plex operations of natural lav/ designated by 
the term Karma. 

This means that Karma can be modified . It 
is true that action and reaction are equal, 
and that today brings us into situations which 
are consequences of our past actions. We have 
to work with these situations as they arise? 
but it makes a great deal of difference wheth- 
er we approach them ignorantly or intelli- 
gently. 

If we know the law, we may produce results 
not spontaneously provided by natural reac- 
tions to stimuli originating at some period in 
the past. It is by bringing about the situa- 
tion pictured as the taming of the Red Lion 
that the Cosmic Reason may be brought to bear 
for the adjustment of Karmic reactions,, 
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Reference tc the diagram of the Cube which 
accompanies Lesson 18 will show you that the 
line corresponding to Key 8 is also the link 
between the line assigned to Zain (Key 6, the 
Lovers) and the line corresponding to Samekh 
(Key 14, Temperance). Since the northern ends 
of these two lines are joined by the line as- 
signed to Key 8, we know that Key 8 may be 
regarded as being a link between that part of 
Key 6 which shows the wc&nan, the Tree of the 
Knowledge of Good and Evil, and the serpent, 
and' that part of Key 14 which shows a lion, a 
vase of water, and a range of mountains over 
which floats a crown, 

III MOST TAROT KEYS, THE PART OF THE PICTURE 
ON THE OBSERVER’S LEFT CORRESPONDS TO THE DI- 
RECTION NORTH, AND THE PART OF THE DESIGN ON 
THE 1 OBSERVER’S ’ RIGHT CORRESPONDS TC SOUTH. 
THIS LAKES \SHAT IS IN THE BACKGROUND CORRE- 
• SPOHD TO THE DIRECTION EAST, AND uEAT IS IN 
THE FORE GROUND CORRESPOND TO THE DIRECTION 
WEST. Exceptions are Keys 16, 17, 18 and 19* 

We lock at the Tarot Keys from the symbolic 
West, facing the East* So do vre look at the 
diagram of the Cube of Space, which is one of 
the most important esoteric clues to the mean- 
ing of Tarot, hitherto unpublished* 

Because you have not studied Key 14, it is 
inadvisable to enter into an explanation of 
the meaning of Key 8 as connecting Keys 6 and 
14* Yet the fact that these tv.ro Keys are so 
connected by Key 8 needs tc be mentioned here, 
and you Dill do vre 11 to pay close attention to 
this part of the lesson. Remember, you al- 
ready know , interiorly, the meaning of this, 
and the fact that vre have brought the corre- 
spondence to your attention vrill begin to have 
its effect on your subconsciousness * Thus, 
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when you reach Lesson 32, you will find that 
the explanations given there are easier to 
grasp because, in the meantime, the seed-idea 
now planted will have been growing. 

The seen in Key 8 is an open plain, in 
contrast to the walled city of Key 7, lilhat we 
are considering here is the operation of a law 
at work everywhere in nature. In no sense is 
this law dependent on artificial conditions of 
man-made civilization. The law of suggestion 
is always in cpera.tion. It is the primary law 
of subconsciousness. 

Every kingdom of nature is represented in 
this picture. The woman stands for the human 
kingdom. The lion is chief of the animal 
kingdom. Roses are the royal flowers, and the 
flowers, grass and trees belong to the vege- 
table realm. They grow frem the earth, which 
is disintegrated stone, and in the background 
a mountain, like that in the background of the 
sixth Key, completes the representation of the 
mineral kingdom. 

This serves to remind us that all natural 
forms and forces are expressions of the one 
Great Magical Agent, and are all subject to 
the law pictured here. The animal nature is 
subordinate to the human, the vegetable to th$ 
animal, the mineral to the vegetable. This 
control does not need to be established. It 
is already in effect. Yet the greater number 
of human beings experience the consequences of 
its negative operation, because they do not 
know how to reap the benefits of its positive 
application. 

The difference between a tyro in practical 
occultsim and a great adept is this : The tyro 
has little or no knowledge of the fact that 
subconsciousness at the human level autemati- 
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cally responds to the predominant suggestions 
■which originate at the conscioi is level. Hence 
he sets up activities having reactions which 
are negative and pain-bearing. His subcon- 
scious c ontr ol of forces below his conscious 
level makes those forces take form as destruc- 
tive reaction in his own body, and in the 
bodies of other persons. Furthermore, this 
destructive reaction extends into the realms 
of nature below the animal kingdom, and the 
result is that the person finds his control of 
subconsciousness Yrorking in reverse . Thus it 
comes about that everything and everybody 
seem to be against him. 

An adept, on the contrary, knows that the 
subtle power of the Great Magical Agent con- 
* ceals the true nature of things by seeming to 
’ expose them uncovered. Hence he takes nothing 
at its superficial value. He looks attentive- 
ly at the world reported by his senses. Thus 
h e detects hidden relationships, and i n 
the long rim, he cones consciously and subcon- 
sciously under the guidance of the Cue Self 
symbolized by the Hierophant, by the angel in 
Key 6, and by the charioteer in Key 7. Then 
his personal subconsciousness is purified, and 
wears the white garment of wisdom, as in Key 
8. The consequence is that the reactions from 
the kingdoms of nature below the human level 
are favorable to an adept. 

There has been no change in the underlying 
law. Neither has the adept gained control 
which the tyro has not. The adept uses the 
already existing law positively . The tyro 
employs the same law negatively . The adept is 
vrise: the tyro is ignorant* That is all; but 
in that single difference is the difference 
between freedom and bondage, joy and misery, 
success and failure, health and disease. 
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Your practice this week is highly impor- 
tant. Spare no effort to carry it out. The 
most valuable lesson you can learn is that of 
seeing through appearances , and the consequent 
discovery of the One Reality veiled by them. 
"Whenever you have anything to do with another 
person, try to keep in mind that it is not the 
appearance, not the external details of per- 
sonality, that you speak or write to, or that 
you are in any my concerned with. Remember: 
that his inner nature is identical w ith your$, > 
and try to see, with the mind's eye, the real 
man behind the mask of personality. Do this 
with the members of your family, with your 
friends and business associates, even with the 
strangers ycu pass on the street. 

At first this may seem difficult, expeciaj,- 
ly when you are dealing with those who, fCrr 
any reason (or unreason), are unpleasant Or 
repulsive to you. liake the attempt just the 
same. You will find greater practical values 
under such circumstances than in your dealings 
with persons you like. 

Don't make the mistake of being sentimental, 
or emotional about it. This is an exercise ii. 
mental suggestion. Look deliberately for the 
good and the beautiful in every one. Dor ’r 
just affirm it. Don’t pretend it's ther t 
LOOK' You'll find it when you develop eyed 
to see. 

Watch your tongue. Don’t gossip. Do no*; 
discuss the unlovable qualities of any othey 
person. Make an effort to see the Self of all 
men and women you meet as perfect. Thus will 
you help yourself by telling yourself the 
truth about all men, and the power of your 
thought will blesr those on whom you turn it. 

This exercise has far-reaching consequences 
which we purposely refrain f r ctn discussing 
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new. It will be better and more interesting 
for you to find out for yourself. This is one 
of the most valuable, though simple, means of 
developing really penetrative vision. He who 
has this insight possesses a lcey to limitless 
power. 
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LESSON TUENTY-QNE 
RESPONSE 


The law attributed to Key 9 is Response. 
This lav; may be stated thus : EVERY ACTIVITY OF 
HUMAN PERSONALITY IS REALLY A RESPONSE TO THE 
INITIATIVE OF THE ORIGINATING fRINCIPLE OF THE 
UNIVERSE, The essential thought here is that 
no personal activity whatever has its begin- 
ning, source, or origin within the limits of 
the personality. All personal action is de- 
rived, reflective, responsive. 

To every one of us it seems that our states 
of mind and our actions express purely person- 
al motives. This semblance of personal in- 
itiative affects the most illumined of wise 
men, except in rare instances of ecstatic 
identification with the Absolute, just as it 
does anyone else. A wise man, however, knows 
better. He thinks differently from those who 
try to live on the assumption that personal 
thought, feeling and action are self-caused. 
His words , whenever they are recorded, are 
sure to include some reference to the fact 
that he really does xlofching of himself. 

Personality is the mask of the true IDENTI- 
TY. This IDENTITY is superior to, and is not 
limited by, the conditions of personality. It 
is from this inner and superior IDENTITY that 
all original impulse flows, and all the activ- 
ities of pers onal ity— the instrument or vehi- 
cle— are but effects of this outward and 
downward movement of the energy, or working 
power, of the TRUE IDENTITY, or I AM. 

Ageless Wisdom declared where is but ONE 
IDENTITY in the universe. THIS ONE IDENTITY 
IS THE SINGLE SOURCE OF ALL FORMS OF EXISTENCE 
HERE, OR ANYWHERE. Its presence is the sub- 
stance of everything. The mental quality of 
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the ONE IDENTITY is what is manifested in any 
particular expression of consciousness, T. h e 
energy of the ONE IDENTITY is what is released 
in any particular form of activity. 

Your personality is but one of its innumer- 
able forms of expression. Your real nature is 
none other than that ONE. Hence, whatever lavra 
and forces condition the activity of your 
personality must be lavra and forces proceeding 
from your TRUE IDENTITY* 

The Hebrew letter Yod resembles a tongue of 
flame. It is a component part of every letter 
of the ancient Chaldean alphabet now generally 
known as "square Hebrew," to distinguish it 
from the earlier script used by the Children 
of Israel before the Captivity. 

Because Yod is the foundation of the let- 
ters, and looks like a flame, the Chaldean or 
square Hebrew alphabet is • often named "The 
Flame Alphabet," The Hebrew alphabet itself 
is a symbol of everything that ever was or 
ever will be. Thus the letter Yod, as a com- 
ponent part of every letter, symbolizes the 
flame of spiritual energy which is present in 
all forms of the Life-power *s self-expression. 

Yod is a Hebrew noun meaning "the hand of 
man." Thus it is directly connected with the 
ancient doctrines THE PRIMARY AND FUNDAMENTAL 
REALITY OF THE UNIVERSE IS IDENTICAL WITH THE 
POWER EXPRESSED BY THE HANDIWORK OF HUMAN 
BEINGS. 

It is said that the upper point of Yod rep- 
resents the Primal Will, while the reat of the 
letter corresponds to the aspect of the Life- 
power named Wisdom. This means that all 
mental activity is derived directly from the 
essential Will of the ONE IDENTITY, and this 
mental activity, or volition, takes form as 
the Wisdom which is the basis of the entire 
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cosmic order* Furthermore, the mental activi- 
ty of the Primal Will, symbolized by the upper 
point of the Yod, expands into the life-force 
of all beings, and this life-force is fiery, 
as the shape of the letter suggests. 

The hand of man is also the seat of highly 
organized centers of the sense of touch. This 
sense is therefore assigned to Yod. 

The hand is also a striking symbol of that 
whereby the human mind makes contact with 
the superconsciousness above it. Thus in Key 
1, representing Mercury and the conscious mind, 
it is the right hand of the Magician which has 
lifted the wand whereby his contact with the 
higher level is established. Furthermore, the 
uplifted wand symbolizes the sublimation of 
the serpent-power or libido. 

The most intense forms of ecstatic union 
with the Absolute are often described in 
imagery closely approaching the erotic. Why? 
Because the most intense feeling of pleasure 
is experienced through the sense of touch, and 
the higher forms of interior union with the 
ONE IDENTITY are experiences of bliss so 
intense that they who attempt to describe such 
experiences usually turn to erotic imagery. 

Key 9 represents attainment through union. 

( This means that the end of the Path is reached 
v /hen the personality meets the inner Self, in 
perfect contact r) A graphic symbol of this is 
the slow, steady growth, throughout the ages, 
of stalagmites and stalactites in a cave. In 
that growth, the stalactite which extends it- 
self downward from the roof of the cave is th# 
active agent. The upward growth of the stal- 
agmite from the floor of the cave, is a 
response to the steady downpour of drops of a 
limestone solution from the stalactite. The 
stalactite may be taken as a symbol of the ONE 
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IDENTITY, ever moving itself nearer to union 
with the ascending personality symbolized by 
the stalagmite. Yihen at last they reach the 
stage of growth where they make contact, their 
united form is a pillar, approximately the 
shapte of the letter I, v/hich is the English 
Latin and Greek equivalent for Yod. 

In writing the figure 9 in ordinary script, 
the first part of the character is a reproduc- 
tion of the zero sign, and from the point 
v/here the circle is closed, a straight line, 
or figure 1, descends. In Yjriting the circu- 
lar part, one’s hand describes a complete 
circuit, suggesting the completion of a course 
of action. Then the straight line is drav/n, a 
figure 1, symbol of beginning. 

The end of one cycle is alv;ays the begin- 
ning of another. Attainment is never complete. 
Mter the union of the personality vrith the 
ONE IDENTITY, there are greater heights to 
scale 

Attributed to the letter Yod, and thus to 
key 9, is the zodiacal sign Virgo. It is ruled 
by Mercury, that is, by the pov/er symbol- 
ized in Tarot as the Magician; and astrologers 
say mercury is exalted also in Virgo. Thus in 
Key 9 we have a symbol of the highest expres- 
sion of what is pictured by Key 1. 

Mercury represents the Life -power v/orking 
at the self-conscious level, where the brain 
is its most important instrument. The physio- 
logical field of Mercury’s operation in the 
brain is the frontal lobe of that organ. Cur 
greatest bra in- physiologist , D r. Frederick 
Tilney, calls the frontal lobe “Master of Des- 
tiny. “ In it are the controls vrhich determine 
all bodily responses. One of the most impor- 
tant areas v/herein are exerted the controls 
of vhioh the frontal lobe of the brain is the 
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organ is the part of the body astrology puts 
under the dominion of Virgo. 

This area is the abdominal region, and 
especially the upper part of the small intes- 
tine, where food is assimilated and sent to 
the various organs which transmute it into 
bone, tissue and the various secretions indis- 
pensable to physical existence. At one stage 
of intestinal digestion, food is transformed 
into an oily, milky substance named chyle , from 
which the lacteals absorb nourishment for the 
blood stream* 

Tihen, under proper self-conscious direc- 
tion, the finer forces always present in chyle 
are liberated into the blood stream, these 
forces energize brain centers which function 
in the experience termed illumination. 

Pursue this thought as far as you can, be- 
yond this brief explanation. Consider that in 
all legends of World Saviors, the Great One is 
born of a virgin. Consider also that Jesus is 
said to have been born in Bethlehem, whioh 
means ,l The House of Bread,” and that when the 
shepherds came to adore him, they found the 
babe lying in a manger. The liberating power 
is born, or released, in the darl: cave of the 
House of Bread. 




the highest expressions of human 


consciousness are those which control the 
activities of the intestinal tract rj This may 
seem strange, but it is perfectly true. V fe 
control the activities of the assimilative 


portion of the intestinal tract by^choosing 


carefull y what v/e eat r and by utilizing the 
law of su£ges tion to effect the release of th e 
subt le forces from chyle . 'Jj 

This last seldom happens unless one knows 
of the possibility, understands to some degree 
how such releas ; of subtle force will bring 
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about illu 2 rdn#.^^>;>. and definitely takes hin- 
self in hand for the sake of accomplishing the 
Great Yfork. 

It has been said that God chooses the weak 
things of the world to confound the vri.se, and 
certainly the fact that illumination depends 
on the release into the blood stream of a sub- 
tle force which is generated in the intestinal 
tract is one not likely to appeal to senti- 
mental aesthetes* But there it is, a stubborn 
fact, and for those v/ho have eyes to see, real 
beauty may be found in it. 

Ponder the ideas of this lesson during the 
coming week. Try to see in how many ways you 
can penetrate the veil of appearances, and see 
with the mind’s eye that your personal activi- 
ties are really responses to the impact of the 
Universal Will* See, if you can, how little 
by little, in the dark cave of the House of 
Bread, the Life-power is weaving the vesture 
, of a finer vehicle, through which you will, 
eventually, become consciously aware of your 
union with the ONE IDENTITY. 

i 

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 

YELLOW; Lantern rays, between black lines. 

3LUE ; He r nit 1 s cap. 

BR0T3J* Staff, shoe. 

GRAY: Robe (not right sleeve of undergarment), 
foreground (not peaks). 

YHIITE: Hair, beard, right sleeve, mountain 
pe ales . 

INDIGO or BLACK* Background. Indigo is deep 
blue-violet and black. The scene is 
a night sky. Better use black, if you 
are not skilled with colors. 
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THE HERMIT 

9 is said to be the number cf adept ship and 
of prophecy. It is easy to see how the Hermit 
represents adeptship, for he stands on a moun- 
tain peak. His staff is in his left hand, to 
show he does not need it for climbing. It is 
evident that he has reached the top, that he 
stands at the summit of the path of eccult 
attainment.'^ 

That he represents prophecy i s no t so ob- 
vious, though his white beard and venerable 
aspect suggest traditional conceptions of how 
a prophet looks. Yet this picture really 
does express the idea of prophecy, 

A prophet, remember, is not merely one who 
makes predictions. Any f ortune-teller, or any 
political campaign manager, might be called a 
prophet, we re that all. A true prophet is one 
who knows his. vision of the future is true 
because it is founded on accurate understand- 
ing of principles. 

By applying his knowledge of principles t* 
the study of nations and races, a true prophet 
can predict their future. Sometimes the writ- 
ings of great prophets offer hope, "Change 
your ways, and the evil I see may be averted. 
Ccme back to the May of Liberation, and you 
shall be free," 

At other times, their prophetic knowledge 
shows that a person or a nation has gone too 
far in the wron g dir ection to avoid the con- 
sequences of evil behavifmrj Then the voice of 
prophecy is a voice of doom. 

The Hermit stands looking down over the 
path he has escende' 3 , Others are climbing the 
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same Tray, and he watches their upward progress 
with benevolent interest, Ke is familiar with 
every step. He knows all the by-paths. He 
has himself surmounted every danger* He feels 
for every climber, and holds out his lantern 
as a beacon of encouragement, 

Yfe need to keep remembering this. For the 
Hermit is a symbol of the I AM which is at one 
and the same time above and within us all. By 
means of Key 9, Tarot tells - us we are in con- 
tinual contact with a Reality which knows all 
we have ever thought, all we have ever done, 
and knows also every step of the path ahead of 
us, • 

This does not mean fate, as generally 
understood. It does mean a kind or predestina- 
tion, because we are all destined sometime 
to reach the height whereon the Hermit stands. 
Yet no "outside" force is driving us re- 
morselessly onward. An indwelling Presence, 
timeless because eternal, knows every exper- 
ience we must pass through in terms of time 
and space, to fulfil this destiny which is 
ours. 

Sympathetically and lovingly, this Presence 
guides us. It sends the light of its omni- 
science into our personal consciousness, t® 
give us courage to continue the journey. 

The Hermit is "He who stands alone." The 
title shows this, being derived from a root 
meaning "solitary." Thus the name of this Key 
connects with the Hebrew noun IChIDH, Yekhi- 
dah, meaning "the single, the indivisible," 
in Hebrew philosophy, the term for the ONE 
IDENTITY, just as Atman , in Sanskrit, desig- 
nates the same Reality. 

Yekhidah is said to be seated in the first 
and highest sphere of being, named Kether, the 
Crown, and corresponding to the number 1. Th® 
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Crown is the Primal Will to which, as you 
learned from the preceding lesson, the upper 
point of the letter Yod is assigned. 

The Hermit, therefore, is a representation 
of the Ancient of Days, *r the ONE IDENTITY, 
as the Will Power in the universe. To this 
Power all forms of its self-expression re- 
spond. It has no support 'other than it- 
self, Thus one hook of Hebr ew Wisdom says the 
letter Y*d is w above all (symbolizing the Fa- 
rther) and with Him is none other associated.” 
I The name A3, Ab, Father, is also the special 
^designation of the aspect of Reality which is 
the seat of the life-force in human person- 
ality. 7 

”0S^vmo stands alone" symbolizes adeptship 
also, because an adept, consciously identify- 
ing himself with all that is, by this very 
attitude sets himself apart from all but oth- 
ers like himself, because he cannot share his 
knowledge with those who do not comprehend it. 
By reason of his superior knowledge, he must 
needs be a hermit. Yet his is by no means the 
proud separativeness of an egotist. There 
was no tinge of egotism in the remark which 
legend attributes to Einstein — that not twelve 
men in all the werld could understand his the- 
ory of relativity. Einstein says now that he 
never made this remark, but even if he had, it 
would have been free from egotism. fSuperior** 
ity and loneliness go together^} Yet the 
loneliness of a sage is not as the lonesane- 
ness of the unenlightened. A sage has what 
the ignorant do not enjoy — continual compan- 
ionship with the ONE SELF, unbroken awareness 
of union with the One Reality which is the 
sage’s own IDENTITY. 

The scene in Key & is a direct antithesis 
to thet of the preceding Key. In Key 8 we see 
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fertile valley warmed by the sun. Here is 
1 icy, wind-swept peak, wrapped in darkness* 

This does not mean that they \7ho reach the 
sights of adept ship receive naught for their 
s.ins but a sterile, icy perception. ef 
jstraot truth. The Hermit himself is warmly 
Lad. He carries his own light. The cOld and 
irkness merely symbolize the latency of the 
Lery activity of the One Force, and lare in 
antrast to the lion of Key 8. The heights of 
airitual consciousness seem cold and dark to 
lose who have not scaled them; but they who 
iand upon these lofty peaks endure no dis- 
omf ort. 

The ice at the Hermit’s feet is the source 
T the river in the Empress ' garden, the same 
Lver which flows behind the Emperor and the 
iariet* This ice, therefore, is the sub- 
Sance of the High Priestess’ robe, in another 
arm. That robe, as you read in Lesson 8, 
/mbolizes the root matter which underlies all 
ariations of form. In Key 9, the vibratory 
otion of the root matter is represented as 
eing arrested and crystallized (ice), because 
he symbolism of Key 9 refers to THAT which 
oes not, itself, enter into action, though it 
s the s ource of all activity throughout the 
iaiver se. 

A bearded ancient is the central figure of 
•his picture. He is the "Host Holy Ancient 
jos ," identified in Qabalah with the Primal 
Till. He is clad in gray, a mixture of black 
ind white, the colors of the High Priestess’ 
pillars, of the wand and rose of the Fool, and 
of the sphinxes which draw the Chariet. His 
garment therefore represents the union and 
equilibration of all pairs ef opposites. 

His cap is shaped like a letter Yed. It is 
blue, the cel or of the High Priestess’ robe. 
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to intimate that the One Identity always per- 
fectly recollects its own nature and powers. 
The cap, moreover, is a sort of crown, so that 
this "bit «f symbolism says to an Initiated 
observer: The Crown is Yod. No comment is 
required. They who are ready to receive the 
instruction compressed into these four words 
will perceive the tremendous import of the 
statement. Yet it would be impossible to give 
any more light to the unprepared, though we' 
devoted many pages to attempts at explanation. 

The Hermit has brought his lantern and 
staff fr cm the valley below, whence he came. 
The staff, a branch of a tree, is a product of 
the organic side of nature. It refers to 
fiery activity of the serpent power of Key, 8* 
The Hermit used this power to help him climb 
the mountain, and in some versions of Tarot 
the staff is dravm to look like a serpent. In 
other versions, but not the older ones, a 
coiled snake with uplifted head is on the 
ground in front of the Hermit, This is an 
unnecessary addition. The staff itself is 
sufficient indication of the serpent power* 
The Hermit holds the staff in his left hand to 
show that he no longer needs it for climbing. 

The staff grew, but the lantern was mada* 
It is of glass and metal, derived from the in- 
organic side of nature. The basic principles 
on which our understanding of cosmic law i$ 
founded are discoverable in the physical, 
chemical and electrical activities of the min- 
eral kingdom. Our chief source of illuminft-. 
tion (the lantern) is man’s adaptation of 
these basic activities. Yet r re rely on thi 
Life-power *s expression through organic be- 
ings (the staff) to assist us in our efforts 
to rise above the limitations of self-con- 
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sciousness to the heights of superconscious 
resil ization. 

The light in the lantern is from a six- 
pointed star. The star is composed of two 
interlaced equilateral triangles. Prom time 
immemorial it has typified the union of «ppo- 
sites. One great Master of the Yfisdom has 
Witten that he who understands this symbol of 
the hexagram in all its aspects is virtually 
an adept. 

Because it is a symbol of the number 6, the 
star has special Tfiirot reference to Key 6* It 
indicates that discrimination is the source of 
enlightenment. Astr ol ogically , it refers te 
Virgo, sixth sign of the zodiac, which is 
attributed to the letter Yod. 

To Yod also is assigned the direction 
North-Below, corresponding to the line of the 
Cube of Space in which North (Peh, Key 16) and 
Below (Girnel, Key 2) are united. Ylhat is sym- 
bolized by Key 9 is something at work in man 
at the subconscious level. This is true, in 
spite of all the symbolism suggesting height. 
Our contact with the ONE IDENTITY is an inter- 
ior contact, made in the darkness of the sub- 
consciousness, 

{Subconsciousness is our instrument for com- 
munion with superconsciousness."^ Thus the 
Tarot tableau in Lesson 2 shows the number 9 
between 2 fiind 16, as the agency which carries 
che power of 2 into the field of expression 
represented by 16. The power expressed by the 
Hermit is drawn from the source typified by 
the High Priestess, and it is applied to the 
activity symbolized by Key 16. Through right 
recollection (Key 2) we cone to know the ONE 
IDENTITY (Key 9), and this knowledge over- 
throws all structures of separative delusien 
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(Key 16). The lightning-flash in Key 16 is a 
ray from the Hermit's lantern. 

The line North-Below connects the loner end 
of the line North-East (Heh, Key 4 ) to the 
lower end of the line North-TIest (Lamed, Key 
11 *. For Key 9 represents cosmic forces world* 
ing at subconscious levels to bring to bear 
upon Karma (Key 11) the ordering and control- 
ling power *f the Constituting Intelligence 
(Key 4). 

This is in accordance vdth the principle of 
antithesis which makes every Key of Tarot a 
contrast to the Key which precedes it. In 
Key 8 , the emphasis was on personal effort, on 
conscious control of the animal and other sub- 
ttuman~ forces. The stress in Key 9 falls on 
the doctrine that personal action is really a 
response to supereonscious influence. The 
most important transformations are those of 
which we are quite unconscious. They occur 
below the threshold of conscious awareness, in 
that region of our phy s ical bodies which, say 
astrologers, is governed by the sign Virgo. 

Yet these transformations are direct conse- 
quences of the conscious effort pictured by 
Key 8 . Just as the record on the scroll of 
the High Priestess is derived from what the 
Logician observes, so is the contact which i$ 
established interiorly, whereby w e become 
aware of the ONE IDENTITY, a consequence of 
the working of the power Of the Magicia^ 
through the agency of the wOing^:^ Ke y 8 . For 
it must be remembered that this woman is jus^ 
the instrumentality through which the Magician 
works. It is his power that ta$es the liod, 
not hers. 

Therefore Key 9 represents not only th$ 
ruler ship but also the exaltation, of th$ 
planet Mercury, This astrological doctrine. 
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as applied in practical occultism, means that 
our power to take conscious command of certain 
processes which go on in the Virgo region of 
the human body enables us to set a pattern for 
subconsciousness, a pattern whereby the human 
body is transformed into a finer, regenerated 
vehicle for the ONE SELF, 

The actual building process is made pos- 
sible by changes in the blood stream. These 
changes are initiated in the Virgo region of 
the human body, 

i They are never begun until one understands, 
intellectually and rationally, the lav/ which 
makes them possible. One must know that sub- 
consciousness is amenable to suggestion. One 
must know that subconsciousness controls body- 
functions and body structure. One must know 
that patterns impressed on subconsciousness 
from the self-conscious level will begin al> 
terations in blood ehemistry, in organic func- 
tions, ttnd even in the structure of certain 
parts of the body. One must know that the 
human body is built from materials taken into 
the blood stream from chyle in the small 
intestine. All this knowledge is really a 
participation in the Constituting Intelligence 
symbolized by the Emperor, 

It is head knowledge, brought into our per- 
sonal field of consciousness by the functions 
of the brain, ruled by Aries. It is a sharing 
of the vision of reality which is always pres- 
ent to the all-seeing eye of Universal Hind, 
Thus it corresponds to the Emperor, and to the 
direction North-East, 

Through bodily changes occurring in the 
Virgo region, this head knowledge is actually 
inc orporated into the physical organism. It 
is then brought to bear on that part of th* 
body which, as being under tho astrological 
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dominion of J^ibra, corresponds to the line 
North-lie st on the Cube of Space, and to Key 11 
in Tarot, 

Libra governs the kidneys and adrenals. In 
the Libra area of the body are organs which 
perform, some of the m#st important physical 
functions. This lesson is not the place to 
discuss these functions, vrhich will come in 
for more extended examination in the course 
entitled PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE GREAT 
u'GRK. Yet here is may be said that organs in 
the Libra area control the state of chemical 
equilibrium in the blood stream. (Upon this 
equilibrium not only ordinary health, but also 
the special organic condition peculiar to 
adeptship, absolutely depends."^ 

The line North- Belov/ connects al*o the 
northern end of the line East-Belovr, assigned, 
to the letter Cheth, and to Key 7, with the 
northern end of the line West-Belov/, assigned 
to the letter Ayin and Kay 15. This relation, 
like that between Sain and Samekh, mentioned 
Lesson 20, must wait explanation until we 
study Key 15. * In the meantime, you should 
take careful note of all the symbols on thp 
left-hand, or northern, side of Key 7. Ip 
these you mil find indications as to tb? 
sources of porrer expressed through the agency 
Of Key 9, and brought to bear through tha^ 
agency on what is pictured by Key 15. 

In conclusion, we nay say that the picture, 
of the Hermit tells U3 that above the merely 
personal level of our daily experience is $ 
real Presence, which novr IS all that r re aspirt 
to be. That Presence, however far off it may 
seem, however inadequately we may understand 
it, however shrouded in darkness and obscurity 
its real nature, is friendly and helpful. 
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Comprehend it t re may not. Touch it we can, 
■whenever v/e remember to do so. Only by an 
illusion are vre separate from it. In truth it 
enters into every detail tS our lives. Ac- 
tively present in all vre think, or say, or do 
is this One Identity, the Ancient of the 
Ancient Ones, the fundamental and sole Will, 
whence all manifestation proceeds. 

Key 9 has direct connection with each of 
the Keys preceding it. As the number 9, it is 
the end of a numerical cycle, and includes 
within itself each of the preceding numbers. 

For instance, the Hermit is connected in 
many ways with the Fool. He is the Fool, 
after the latter's ascent from the valley of 
manifestation. The Fool is Spirit in its as- 
pect of Eternal Y°uth, The Hermit is the same 
Spirit, in its aspect of all-embracing experi- 
ence. Both are really one, for youth and age 
are but appearances of the Ho-Thing, which is 
at once the youngest and the oldest real ity in 
the universe. 

This week try to establish a logical con- 
nection between Key 9 and the other Keys from 
0 to 8 inclusive. You will find this exercise 
of great benefit in your Tarot work, since it 
is essential that you learn to recognize the 
relationships existing among the Keys. Skill 
in this comes from practice. At first it may 
seem difficult, but if you persist it will be 
easier and easier. Be sure you make the at- 

tempt. Write rrhat you discover in your occult 
diary. 
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LESSON TV.ISNTY- THREE 
ROTATION 

The number 10 is a combination of 0 and 1. 
On page 6 of Lesson 2 is a statement that 10 
symbolizes the eternal creativeness of the 
Life-power, the incessant whirling forth of 
the self-expression of the Primal 'will, the 
ever-turning Vfheel of Manifestation. Let us 
consider the meaning of this* 

0 is a symbol of the One Force, 1 is a 
symbol of the POINT wherein that Force con- 
centrates itself. Concerning this, review the 
instruction in Lessons 3, 4 and 5* At the 

Central Point within itself, the One Force 
becomes active. This, consequently, is the 
Point where motion begins. 

What Y»e are thinking of new is prior to all 
physical manifestation. It precedes the mani- 
festation of things. It is the concentration 
of energy in free space. The free space, fur- 
ther, is mental space. There is nothing but 
consciousness of itself at this POINT where 
the One spirit wakens into activity. 

Because there can be no other mode of 
activity at this first awakening of conscious- 
ness, the- activity we are now considering must 
be, as Judge Troward has pointed out, activity 
which is wholly self -sustained. He goes on to 
say: 

’’The law of reciprocity, therefore, demands 
a similar self-sustained motion in the materi- 
al correspondence, and mathematical considera- 
tions show that the only sort of motion which 
can sustain a self-supporting body in vacuo is 
a rotary motion- bringing the body itself into 
a spherical ferro.*. 
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"No w this is exactly what we find at both 
extremes of the material world# At the big 
end the spheres of the planets rotating on 
their axes and revolving round the sun; and at 
the little end the spheres of the atoms con- 
sisting of particles which, modern science 
*v ^ tells us, in like manner rotate around a. com- 

* \ mon center at distances which are astronomical 

£ 5 compared with their own mass, Thus the two 

x ^ ultimate units of physical manif ©station, the 

atom and the planet, both/ fellow the same law 
of s^lf-s ustained motion -which we have found 
v_^ ^tHat, on a-priori grounds, they ought in order 
to express the primary activity of Spirit, 
And we may note in passing that this rotary, 
or absolute , motion is a* combination of the 
only two possible modes of relative motion, 
that is to say centrifugal and centripetal no- 
tion; so that in rotary or absolute motion vre 
find that both polarities of motion are in- 
cluded, thus repeating on the purely mechani- 
cal side the primordial principle o f the 
Unity including the Duality in itself," 

'This quotation from The Creative Process in 
the Individual , pages 29-30, deserve s~careful 
study. It is full of meat. Build up in your 
mind an image of the initial whirling motion 
in the vast expanse of the Limitless Light, 

The doctrine of Rotation is one of the most 
important in occultism, for it is concerned 
with the principles of growth, involution and 
evolution, action and reaction, and the recip- 
rocal relation between every pair of opposites 
throughout the universe. This doctrine, you 
should remember, has to do with things in man- 
ifestation, Do not confuse absolute motion 
with the Absolute, Absolute motion is so 
called because it is self-derived and self- 
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sustained, without being dependent on, nor 
conditioned by, other modes of activity# 

The Hebrew letter Kaph printed on Key 10 
represents a hand in the act of grasping, or a 
closed fist# Close your fist and turn it with 
the thumb toward you. See how the forefinger 
and thumb form a spiral. 

The activity of the One Force is not simply 
circular in form. It is spiral. Thus, and 
only thus, is growth possible, does evolution 
come about. The motion appears to return to 
its starting-point, but at each revolution it 
begins at a higher level. Review what was 
said about spiral activity in Lesson 19. * 

The basic idea suggested by Kaph is compre- 
hension or grasp. As stated above, vie deal in 
this lesson with a lav/ of finite manifesta- 
tion. This law is within our mental grasp. 
It may be, and is, a law operative throughout 
unimaginable immensities. Yet it is finite, 
and vie con ccmprehend it. The principle of 
rotation at work through the entire series of 
cosmic manifestations is an intelligible prin- 
ciple. Yfe can understand and apply it. It 
has been symbolized from time immemorial by a 
turning wheel. 

To Kaph, and thus to Key 10, the planet 
Jupiter is attributed. Astrology calls it the 
Greater Fortune. Myth makes Jupiter ruler of 
the gods, and through their agency, master of 
the destinies of man. Linking the idea of 
comprehension implied by Kaph, the grasping 
hand, to these ideas associated with Jupi- 
ter, vie have the thought that it is possible 
to comprehend the underlying law which governs 
human destiny. 

Jupiter is the planet exalted in Cancer, 
the sign connected with Key 7. The wheels of 
the Chariot represent the Law of Rotation. 
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Review Key 7 and you will see seme of the 
practical applications of the Law of Rotation 
to your own life, : Try to comprehend the idea 
that even the least of your personal activi- 
ties is a particular expression of seme more 
extensive cycle of cosmic activity. Then you 
will begin to understand how it is that every 
detail of your personal life-expression is 
adjusted to the sweep of currents of universal 
energy. 

Carried to completion, such comprehension 
enables man to free himself from every dis- 
ease, every misfortune, every semblance of 
bondage. The power of Jupiter, the sky-father 
is man’s power* 

Yet this must be comprehended truly. The 
grasp of this truth is more than mere intel- 
lectual apprehension of the meaning of the 
words which say that whatever we do is part of 
the cosmic ebb and flow. We must realize it. 
The Tarot Keys will help us do so. By their 
aid we may plant tho seed- idea in subcon- 
sciousness, where it will grow, and bear fruit 
in the comprehension we seek. 

As the sky-father (which is the literal 
meaning of his name), Jupiter is god of cloud, 
rain, lightning and thunder. This is close t* 
what science says concerning the nature of the 
physical world. Everything physical is some 
special form assumed by the electrical energy 
which pervades the atmosphere. The circula - 
tion of this energy produces whatever there 
is. A physical form may be thought of as 
being a condensation of the electro-magnetic 
"rain” which is the root-matter pervading all 
space, and veiling the fiery energy of the On* 
Force, This root-matter, with its interior 
fire, is the ’’water” of which occultists speak 
s o often. 
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The mode of consciousness associated with 
the letter Kaph is named "The Rewaeding Intel- 
ligence of Those VJho Seek," or, "The Intelli- 
gence of Desirous Quest." What this means is 
that to comprehend the Law of Rotation is to 
secure the satisfaction of every desire. This 
comprehension comes to real seekers , and to 
nobody else. Lazy minds cannot grasp truth* 
who has no definite idea of what he wants 
'"never perceives the inner significance of the 
Law of Rotation.^ 

In some respects this law is one of the 
most obvious in nature. We see it in opera- 
tion everywhere. Yet few persons understand 
even part of what it means. 

One plain meaning is that what we send out 
cones back to us. The present state of the 
world is evidence that most persons do not see 
the truth of this. If humanity would realize 
that its future— not that of its children, but 
its very own future — depends entirely on its 
present actions, wars, strife and selfishness 
would c cme to an end. The idea of separate 
existence, of good to be obtained . at the 
expense of others, would be wiped out. Do all 
you can to perfect your own grasp of this law. 

Hake your exercise this week an attempt to 
see the Law of Rotation at work* Begin by 
calling to mind every instance cf cyclic or 
spiral activity you can identify. Then ex- 
amine yourself. ( Look back over your past, and 
see how your experiences have run in cycles. 
Hatch your ncods, and you will find the same 
alternation of ebb and flow. Think of your 
present activities, and try to picture their 
logical results in future axperience. ^ 


6 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 
LESSON TWENTY- THREE • 


COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 


YELLCU : 
BLUE: 

. ORANGE: 
BROUN* 


GOLD: 
STEEL: 
GR AY: 

BLONDE: 



Serpent, eagle’s eye, lion’s eyes. 
Background, sphinx (not head- 
dress.) 

Entire body of the wheel . 

Animals. Lion should be tawny, a 
mixture of brown and yellow. 

Sword hilt. 

Sword blade. 

Clouds, but they are gray and 
white storm-clouds, 

Man’s hair, eagle’s beak (upper 
and lower) . 

In headdress of sphinx, clouds as 
. stated above, bull’s horns, eye of 
Hermanubis, the rising figure, 
Hermanubis (jackal-headed figure, 
except eye), eagle’s tongue. 
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LESSON TNENTY-FOUR 
THE TiHEEL OF FORTUNE 

This version of Key 10 is a reproduction »f 
the correct esoteric design. From it Eliphas 
Levi adapted the illustration in his Ritual of 
the Sanctum Regnum , which he drew to represent 
the Yfiieel of Ezekiel. Of this he wr ote : 

"The Tfiieel of Ezekiel is the type on which 
all the Pantacles of the Higher Magic ar« 
designed. 

"Tiihen the adept is in the blessed posses- 
sion of a full knowledge of the powers of the 
Seal of Solomon and of the virtues of the 
Tfheel of Ezekiel, which is indeed correspond- 
ent, in its entire symbolism, v, r ith that of 
Pythagoras, he has sufficient experience to 
design talismans and Pantacles for any magical 
purpose. 

"The Wheel of Ezekiel contains the solution 
of the quadrature of the circle, and demon- 
strates the correspondence between words and 
figuros, letters and emblems; it exhibits the 
tetragram of characters analogous to that of 
the elements and elemental forms. It is a 
glyph of perpetual motion. The triple ternary 
is shown; the central point is the first 
Unity; three circles are added, each with four 
attributions, and the dodekad is thus seen. 
The state of universal equilibrium is suggest- 
ed by the counterpoised emblems, and the pairs 
of opposites. The flying Eagle balances the 
Man; the roaring Lion counterpoises the labor- 
ious Bull." 

In Hebrew "ilisdom the number 10 is called 
HLICVTh, Ualkuth, the Kingdom. A kingdom ex- 
presses the will and authority of its ruler. 
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The Tarot Keys fr cm 0 to 4 inclus ive add up to 
10, and a few minutes * inspection of these 
Keys will show you that they represent every- 
thing fundamental to the meaning of the noun 
"Kingdom," 

One Greek name for 10 was Pantelia , signi- 
fying "all complete," or "fully accomplished." 
’Jestcott says: "Rote that ten is used as a 
sign of fellowship, love, peace, and union, in 
the ilasonic third token, the union of two five 
~ points of fellowship." Ten is also the number 
of complete manifestation, according to the 
Qabalists. 

A correct comprehension or mental grasp 
(Kaph) of the ten aspects of the Life-power 
mentioned in the statements numbered from 1 to 
10 in The Pattern on the Trestleboard serves 
to place the ruling power in its right posi- 
tion in our thought. This ruling power is the 
Reality designated by the Hebrew divine name 
IEVH, jehcwah, identical in basic meaning with 
the Jove or Jupiter of the R omans . 

The title of Key 10 refers to Jupiter, the 
Lord of Fortune, according to astrology. \ The 
perfection of good fortune is brought about by 
the right functioning of a center in the human 
body, known in occultism as the Jupiter cen- 
ter. ^ This is what anatomists call the solar 
plexus. Do not be misled by their name for 
it. It is not the Sun center. This group of 
nerve cells, sometimes called the epigastric 
plexus, is situated in the abdomen behind the 
stomach. Among the several ganglia it con- 
tains, the most important are the semilunar 
ganglia. This organ, sometimes known as the 
abdominal brain, controls all the abdominal 
viscera, and has command of assimilation. j|lts 
occult functions have to do with activities by 
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means of -which we may synchronize our personal 
existence with the universal cycles of the 
Lif e-poiTer ’ s self-expression, 'p 

In the Cube of Space, the letter Kaph and 
Key 10 correspond tc the direction Yfest, This 
is the face of the Cube nearest the observer 
in diagrams like those in Lesson 18. Because 
nearest to us, this v/estern face of t-h« cube 
represents those events and circumstances 
which, at any given moment, are in the immedi- 
ate present, 

u hfhat surrounds us now is, however , the cul- 
mination of a stream of events coning out of 
the past. Thus the present situation repre- 
sents the end of a cycle of preceding activi- 
ties^- 1 For this reason the present moment is 
symbolized by the direction Ylest, the place of 
sunset, corresponding to the end cf a "day." 
In occultism generally, as in the first chap- 
ter of Geziesis, the word "day" stands for any 
time-period. 

By its space attribution. Key 10 is ijj. 
contrast to Key 3, the Empress, The latter is 
the Tarot symbol of the direction East, the 
place of sunrise or dawn. It represents the 
first stages of a cycle of manifestation, i£liey 
10 represents the culmination of a stream of 
events having their origin in what is pictured 
by the Empress. ^ 

Because there is a sense in which a whole 
series of events is continuous with its origin 
or cause, we may say that Key 10 is another 
aspect of the Empress. Thus we find that one 
of the name s for Malkuth in Qabalah is Bride, 
while another is Queen , and 'both words are 
applicable to the Empress, 

The connecting link between East and Yiest, 
in the Cube symbolism, is a horizontal line, 
connecting the center of the eastern face with 
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the center of the western face. To this line 
is attributed Mem, the second of the three 
Mother letters, associated with the element of 
water, and with Tarot Key 12. "Water” is th* 
root matter, and the root matter is what links 
the origins represented by East to the conse- 
quences corresponding to West. Of this, more 
xvhen we come to Key 12. 

In the symbols of Key 10 the bull, eagle, 
lion and man are supported by clouds, to re- 
mind us that Jove and Jehovah are gods of rain 
and lightning and thunder. The f our animals 
are the ones mentioned in Ezekiel and Revela- 
tion. 

The lion corresponds to Yod (i), the first 
letter of IHVH. The eagle is the second let- 
ter of that name (H). The man stands for the 
third letter (V). The bull iff the last letter 
(the second H). 

These living creatures are related also to 
the four fixed signs of the zodiac. The lion 
is Leo, the eagle Scorpio, the man Aquarius, 
and the bull Taurus. These are the 5th, 8th, 
11th and 2nd signs. Their numbers in the 
zodiacal series add to 26, which is the sum of 
the numeral values of the letters in IHVH. 

Thelse four creatures are shorn in the arms 
of Freemasonry. On Key 10 they are placed in 
the corners of the design to illustrate the 
statement (quoted in Acts 17:28 from a hymn to 
Jupiter, written by the Greek poet Cleanthes): 
"In him we live and move and have our being." 
The same thought is in these lines from the 
Kaivalya Upanishad: 


"Within me the universe came into being 
Within me the universe is established; 
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Within me the universe passes atmy— 

This Brahma, without a second, I myself 
am It.” 

The solution of the quadrature of the cir- 
cle, mentioned in our quotation from Eliphas 
Levi, is indicated by the total value of the 
eight letters on the wheel. Reckoned accord- 
ing to their Hebrew values, they add to 697, 
and the sum of the digits of this number is 
22. If the Roman letters be reckoned accord- 
ing to their values in the Latin Cabala Sim- 
plex, the total of the Hebrew and the Roman 
"is *74, which reduces to 11. 

The relation of these numbers to the quad- 
rature of the circle goes back to very ancient 
times, 22 represents the relation of the cir- 
cumference of a circle to its diameter. This 
is only an approximate "squaring of the cir- 
cle," but it is close enough for all practical 
purposes. The ratio is that of a circumfer- 
ence of 22 to a diameter of 7, which is the 
same as a circumference of 11 to a diameter of 
3-ir, Both these numbers, 7 and 3-J-, occur as 
symbolic numbers in the Bible, and in other 
occult uvritings. 

The fact that this quadrature is only ap- 
proximate has its own lesson for us. Yfe never 
can take the exact measure of a manifestation 
of the Infinite, because the Infinite itself 
is immeasurable. lie can make practical ap- 
proximations. This truth has been brought 
homo to modern science by the quantum theory. 
Close averages, rather than absolute measures, 
are the tools of scientific research. 

The relation between 22 as circumference 
and 7 as diameter is a key to many occult for- 
mulas of great value. It occurs in the Bible, 


TAROT F'OITDAHEI'I TALS 

LESSOR Tt'iMTY.FOUR 6 

in Egyptian hieroglyphics and architecture, in 
ancient magical medals, in certain passages of 
Oriental hooks on Yoga, and elsewhere. As you 
progress in your occult studies, it will come 
up again and again. 

The tetragram (four-letter combination) of 
characters Levi mentions is shown in tho 
middle circle of the wheel. At the top, under 
the letter T, is the character for alchemical 
Mercury, At the right, beside the letter A, 
is the symbol for aj. chemical Sulphur, At the 
left, beside the letter 0, is the barred cir- 
cle representing alchemical Salt, Above the 
letter R, at the bottom of the circle, are the 
two wavy lines sometimes used by alchemists to 
symbolize Dissolution* Because this symbol is 
used also for the sign Aquarius, and Aquarius 
corresponds to the Man among the living crea-_ 
tures, it may be understood to represent Man 
as the dissolver of the phantoms of illusion. 

Mercury, Sulphur and Salt, the three "prin- 
ciples” of the alchemists, correspond to the 
three gunas , or qualities, mentioned by wri- 
ters on Hindu philosophy, (Do not be confused 
by "principles” and "qualities” as used in the 
special senses here indicated,) 

Mercury corresponds to the Sattva-guna, or 
Wisdom. In these lessons, we call it super- 
consciousness. 

Sulphur corresponds to the Rajas-guna, or 
passion and desire, inciting to action. This 
is the main characteristic of ordinary self- 
conscious awareness. 

Salt corresponds to the Tamas-guna, or the 
quality of inertia. This is the dominant 
characteristic of what we call subconscious- 
ness. 

The symbol for dissolution, which stands 
also for the sign of Man, Aquarius, reveals an 
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important truth. In both alchemy and yoga 
(which hare the same objectives, and work with 
the same materials, by identical methods), man 
learns to dissolve the various forms o f 
appearance which surround him, extract their 
essence, assimilate that essence to himself, 
and project it in new forms modified by his 
creative imagination. Here is the theory of 
practical occultism in a sentence. 

In the smallest circle is shewn the alchem- 
ical symbol for the Quintessence, or Spirit. 
This corresponds to the Akasha of the Hindus. 
The symbol is an eight-spoked wheel, like that 
which is repeated ten times on the outer 
garment of the Fool. 

The center of the wheel, as Levi says, 
represents the First Unity, ’.Thence all motion 
originates. The central POINT is the Arche- 
typal Yforld of the Qabalists, symbolized also 
by the Imobs at the top of the staff and crown 
of the Hierophant. It is the world in which 
all the potencies of manifestation, however 
extensive that manifestation may be, are con- 
centrated into a single POINT. 

Surrounding this center, the smallest cir- 
cle stands for the Creative TTorld, or mental 
plane. This is symbolized also by the upper 
bar of the Hierophant’s staff, and by the 
topmost of his three crowns. 

In the next circle are the alchemical 
symbols of the forces active in the Formative 
ITorld. This is represented by the middle bar 
of the Hier ophant s staff, and by the second 
of his three crowns. 

The outer circle, containing letters which 
suggest the manifestation of the YfGRD, or the 
Logos, stands for the Material Her Id, or World 
of Action. This is symbolized by the lowest 
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bar of the Hierophant’s staff, and by the low- 
est of his three crowns. 

The eight “segments of the smallest circlo 
diiyide ■ its circumference into arcs of 45 
degrees. 45 is the value of the Hebrew noun 
ADM, Adam, the generic name for humanity, like 
the Latin homo , whioh also adds to 45, by Lat- 
in Cabala Simplex . V/hat is suggested here is 
that the essential spiritual being, or Quin- 
tessence, is the same Life-power which is the 
spirit of humanity. 

The eight radii of this circle remind us 
that 3 is the number of Hermes, and of Christ. 
They indicate that the secret of mastering 
circumstance is to be sought in the fact that 
the innermost spirit of humanity is identical 
with the ruling power (Christos, the Anointed) 
which sets the wheeling activity of the cosmic 
cycles into motion. 

The field 'wherein man may apply the royal 
power of the Central Spirit is in the Forma- 
tive ¥iforld. He does this by combining tho 
three alchemical principles in the Great Y/ork 
which dissolves all seeming obstacles by the 
"philosophical Mercury." This is the right 
knowledge, or true comprehension, suggested by 
the meaning of the letter-name Kaph, the 
grasping hand. { Dissolution makes available 
the various energies locked up in form,/ 

The letters in the outer circle spell IHVH, 
Jehovah, in Hebrew, and Rota, TJheel, in Latin, 
The letters of Rota may be arranged to form a 
sentence (in rather barbarous Latin): ROTA 
TARO ORA? TORA AT OR. It means; The YJheel of 
Tarot speaks the Law of At or. At or is one 
Latin spelling for the name of the Egyptian 
goddess Hathor, personifying Nature and Venus. 
Thus the Law of At or is the Law of the Empress 
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in Tarot. These letters are wr itten in the 
outer circle, to remind us that the Material 
Yforld is really the plane of the uttered TIQRD 
of the indwelling Spirit* 

The serpent on the descending side of the 
wheel is yellow, tc represent light. Its wavy 
form symbolizes vibration. It stands for the 
descent of the Serpent Power, Fohat , into the 
field of physical manifestation. Thus it 
represents the involution of Light into Form, 

Hermanubis, the red figure rising on the 
right side of the wheel, stands for the evolu- 
tion of form, and is a specific symbol of the 
average present development of human personal- 
ity. He has a human body, with a jackal’s 
head, to show that humanity as a whole has not 
evolved beyond the intellectual level. His 
ears rise above the horizontal diameter of the 
wheel, to indicate that through interior hear- 
ing (intuition. Key 5) man is beginning to 
have some knowledge of the segment of the cy- 
ole of evolution through which he is destined 
to rise. 

The segment of the wheel between Hermanubis 
and the Sphinx contains the letter Yod, which 
is represented in Tarot by the Hermit, VJhat 
completes the unfoldment of man, and develops 
powers beyond his intellectual level of con- 
sciousness, is an organic change. To effect 
this change is to accomplish the Great Ylork, 
and the letter Yod is a symbol of that accom- 
plishment. For the perfection of the Yj'ork is 
the identification of the personal "self, 11 the 
Ego seated in the heart, with the Ancient of 
Days, the Silent Hatcher of Key 9, 

The Sphinx symbolizes the perfection of 
this identification. She carries a sword, the 
weapon corresponding to the element of air, to 
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the Formative ITorld, and to the letter Kain, 
represented in Tarot by Key 6. Thus her weapon 
stands for conquest in the Formative World, or 
plane ^Therein the subtle forces of the Life- 
Breath are at work. This conquest is effected 
by right discrimination. 

The Sphinx combines the tiro principal ele- 
ments in the symbolism of Key 8. She has a 
it Oman ’ s head and breasts, combined with the 
bedy of a male lion. She is the union of male 
and female powers, the perfect blending of 
forces which, at lower levels of perception, 
appear to be opposed. 

A brief summary of the meaning of Key 10 
is; All cycles of natural manifestation are 
cycles in the orderly expression of Cne Power, 
which is identical ruth the innermost Spirit 
of Man. 

There is also a statement in The Kybalion 
which has a diroet bearing on the meaning «f 
Key 10. It is quoted from certain ancient 
writers who declared: 

’’The farther the creation is from the 
Center, the more it is bound; the nearer the 
Center it reaches, the nearer free is it.” 

— The Kybalion, p. 1W. 
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TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 


LESSON TViENTY-FIVE 


ACTION - EQUILIBRIUM 

•’Equilibrium is the basis of the Great 
R'ork," says an occult maxim. This doctrine is- 
behind all the meanings of Key 11. 

Consider the number itself. Its digits 
equal each other. Thus 11 is itself a glyph 
of balance, or equilibrium. Hence it typifies 
equality, parity, symmetry and poise. 11 is 
similar to the zodiacal sign Gemini, II, and 
to the Roman numeral II. For the idea of e- 
quilibrium implies that of duality. Balance, 
says Eliphas Levi, is the result of equalizing 
opposing activities or forces. 

’’Equilibrium is the result of two forces, 
but if these were absolutely and permanent- 
ly equal, equilibrium would be wcnobility, and 
consequently the negation of life. Movement 
is the result of alternated preponderance — 
warmth after cold, mildness after severity, 
affection after anger— this is the secret of 
perpetual motion and the prolongation of pow- 
er* To operate always on the same side and in 
the same manner is to overload one side of a 
balance, and the complete destruction of equi- 
librium will scon result. Everlasting car- 
ressing wuickly engenders disgust and anti- 
pathy, in the same way that constant coldness 
or severity alienates and discourages affec- 
tion in the end.” 

The Kybalion states the same law thus: ”To 
destroy an undesirable rate of vibration, put 
in operation the Principle of Polarity and 
concentrate upon the opposite pole to that 
which you desire to suppress." The same book 
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gives this excellent summary of the Principle 
of Polaritys 

“Everything is dual; everything has poles; 
everything has its pair of opposites; like and 
unlike are the same; opposites are identical 
in nature, but different in degree; extremes 
meet; all truths are but half-truths; all 
paradoxes may be reconciled. “ 

The Hebrew letter on this Key is Lamed, It 
means “ cx-goad.“ Thus it suggests the idea of 
control, combined with that of incitement. An 
ox-goad impels an ox to move, and keeps him on 
the road chosen by the driver. 

In the Hebrew alphabet the Ox is Aleph, the 
letter represented in Tarot by the Fool. Yet 
it is not really true that we incite the su- 
perconscious Life-power to enter into action. 
Hor is it true that we exert any control over 
it, or do anything to determine its perfectly 
free and spontaneous activity. On the other 
hand, we do seen to do both these things. 

What really occurs is that the Life-power 
directs itself , by means of the functions of 
personal consciousness represented by the let- 
ter Lamed and by Key 11. These functions 
appear to originate within us. Persons who 
are Ignorant of the true situation suppose 
these activities to be peculiar to themselves, 
but they are mistaken. 

For all practical purposes, however, they 
who know the truth of the matter act just as 
if they were directing the Life-power. They 
know better, but they act “as if ,“ just as a 
man who knows the sun does not revolve round 
the earth may find it convenient to reckon the 
hour by the sun's apparent position in the 
sky. 

The shape of the letter Lamed is that of a 
serpent. It represents the same force we dis- 
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cussed in our stufy of Teth and Key 8. Teth 
is the c oiled serpent* Lamed is the same 
snake, uncoiled and active. 

The sign Libra is attributed to Lamed. Its 
name means ’’scales,’' and this makes obvious 
the correspondence between this sign and the 
eleventh Tarot Key. 

Astrologers say Libra governs the kidneys, 
whose function is to maintain the chemical 
equilibrium of the blood. The kidneys are 
organs whose function is both eliminative and 
balancing. They clear the blood stream of the 
impurities -which are produced by bodily ac- 
tion, and thus maintain the proper balance of 
its elements. 

The ruler of Libra is Venus. You will re- 
member that Venus, in Tarot, is connected with 
creative imagination. All occult practice 
calls creative imagination into action. Books 
on y°g9. are full of exercises in mental 
imagery. The writings of alchemists and magi- 
cians abound in similar instruction. Modern 
metaphysical teachers make extended applica- 
tion of the same principle. The analytical 
psychologists use mental imagery in treating 
neuroses. Creative imagination is the basis 
of all practical work with Tarot, 

Imagination builds faith. True imagina- 
tion— not mere fantasy— rests on the firm 
foundation of science. The Arabian Nights 
in their tale of the Magic Carpet, give us a 
fanciful notion of flying; but from Leonardo 
da Vinci to the designer of the China Clipper, 
true creative imagination has justified man T s 
faith in his power to fly. With every advance 
in exact knowledge, in exact weighing and 
measuring, creative imagination grows clearer 
and sees farther, Leonardo had his faith. 
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though he never flew, and he made valuable 
contributions to the science of aviation* The 
Arabian story-teller contented himself with 
flights of fancy. He rendered no service to 
the cause of the conquest of air, because he' 
had no real faith in the possibility that man 
might master that element# 

Faith is a prime requisite for the accom- 
plishment of the Great ITork. Without faith 
you can do nothing. You must have confidence 
in the principles whereby you operate# Yen 
must have faith in yourself# Hence occult 
schools make their pupils familiar with the 
lives and achievements of adepts who have com- 
pleted the Great Tfork. Study the lives of 
Jesus and Buddha. In what they said and did, 
the principles of the Great Work are explained 
and exemplified# 

The planet exalted in Libra is Saturn# It 
represents the power of limitation which makes 
possible the manifestation of specific forms# 
The power of limitation is the active power 
at work in what Orientals call Karma . It ex- 
presses itself to us as undeviating justice# 
Hence the Saturn power has its highest mani- 
festation in the Great Work which enables us 
to control Karma* 

Man can make a full and complete conquest 
of his future# He can make whatever Karma he 
chooses. Some persons are so afraid of "mak- 
ing bad Karma" that they do nothing whatever 
to improve the conditions in which they live* 
Others are afraid of "interfering" with Karma# 
Don^ worry about that# It can T t be done* 

You can generate fresh Karma, but you can- 
not change immutable law, nor interfere with 
it. You must reap what you sow, but you may 
select your seeds, and so determine the nature 
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of tomorrow’s harvest. As for today’s tares 
among the wheat, use your discrimination. You 
can put even bad. Karma to good use, if you are 
ingenious. 

There is also the type of person who ” in- 
vites his Karma,” and immediately thereafter 
begins to have all sorts of unpleasant experi- 
ences, which he ’’bears” wit h a proper facial 
expression of uncomplaining martyrdom ! TIhat 
has really happened is that he has had the 
silly notion that Karma is identical with sor- 
row and disaster. Thus he has more of less 
definitely imagined evil forms of experience, 
and subconsciousness faithfully reproduces his 
imaginations in the materials constituting his 
environment* These self-deluded martyrs have 
not called down their Karma from a Pandora’s 
box of afflictions in the custody of the Lords 
of Destiny. They have simply indulged their 
imaginations in making patterns of evil, and 
what they get is what they have made* 

He cannot escape from Karma, because in all 
the universe there is no such thing as inao- 
tion, and the literal meaning of Karma is 
action . The same meaning is behind the Hebrevr 
noun translated ”i7ork." 

This is attributed to the letter Lamed. 
The fruit of what we call ’’inaction” is loss 
of faculty and function, because what is not 
used atrophies. Yet this very loss of power 
is action in the wrong direction . Tie work as 
hard to fail as we do to succeed — harder, in 
fact. Thus Madame Blavatsky wrote: ’’Inaction 
in a deed of mercy is action in a deadly sin»” 

The truth of the whole matter is found in 
the admonition: ”Yfliat soever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with thy might,” This does not 
mean you should exert as much force in picking 
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up a pin as you would to lift a crowbar* 
"TCith thy might” means you must apply your 
whole power to whatever you do, whether the 
expenditure of energy be small or great. This 
takes concentration, and concentration is 
basically limitation, the power of Saturn, for 
concentration eliminates every distraction 
which takes force array from the work you have 
in hand. 

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 


YSLLCw: 
GREEN : 


BLUE: 

INDIGO: 

VIOLET: 


GRAY; 

GOLD: 


STEEL: 

VililTE: 

BLONDE: 

RED: 


Between curtains in background. 
Surrounding square on crown; cape 
over shoulders. 

Sleeves (same shade as canopy of 
chariot in Key 7). 

The letter T on woman's breast. 
Curtains (not ropes, tassels or 
fringe), oval round neck, veil 
connecting pillars of throne (a 
lighter violet for this veil). 
Throne and dais. 

Balances, sword hilt, rings hold- 
ing ropes on curtains, outline 
and peaks of crown. 

Sword blade. 

Shoe, square on crown, panels be- 
side T on woman's breast. 

Hair. 

Circle in square on croivn, gar- 
ment (not cape or sleeves), ropes 
tassels and fringes on curtains. 
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TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 


LESSON TiTENTY-SIX 
JUSTICE 

The background of Key 11 is the sane yellow 
that is shown on Keys 1 and 8. The Law of 
Equilibrium is brought to bear through the di- 
rective activity of self ^ccnseicuGnoss , ’fiend by 
means of the Serpent Power (Keys 1 and 8). 

The two curtains suggest duality and polar- 
ity, and their symmetrical arrangement typi- 
fies balance* Their folds are reminiscent of 
the drapery of the High Priestess, and suggest 
vibration. Their color, violet, is c omplemen- 
tary to the yell air background. It is also the 
color associated with the letter Kaph and rath 
Key 10. This means that the mechanical aspect 
of universal manifestation symbolized by the 
\iHEEL OF FORTUNE veils the living, conscious 
IDENTITY behind. 

The throne repeats the symbolism of the 
pillars of the High Priestess* and the veil 
between them. Here the pillars are part of 
the throne, and are surmounted by pomegranates 
instead of lotus buds, to show that the activ- 
ity represented by Key 11 has arrived at the 
stage of fruition. 

The crown is surmounted by a triple orna- 
ment. This refers to the letter Shin, printed 
on Key 20, which is in close correspondence 
with Keys 2 and 11. This triple ornament rep- 
resents the Serpent Power which, in its most 
exalted man if esto.tion, releases human con- 
sciousness from the limitations cf threo- 
dimensional interpretations of experience. 

The circle and square on the front cf the 
crown refer to the movement of Spirit within 
physical form* This little detail of the sym- 
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holism is also connected v/ith Hey 10, r/hich 
shows a Y/freel or circle moving in space bound- 
ed by the four mystical animals. 

The ornament on the breast of Justice com- 
bines a T-cross vrith an ellipse. The cross is 
indigo, the color associated with Saturn. This 
detail f ore shad ows the mathematical elements 
combined in the composition of Key 21. It is 
a reference also t’o the exaltation of Saturn 
in Libra. 

The pointed blade cf the svrord has the same 
basic meaning as the ox-goad. The blade is of 
steel, the metal ruled by, liars, in reference 
to the fact that whenever 1 *he Venus force dom- 
inant* in Libra c ernes into play, the Mars force 
is 'active also. Venus and Mars are complemen- 
tary. The activity of one always excites the 
activity of the other. 

T^e hilt of the sword is a T-cross^* THUS 
the uplifted hilt of the sword is another in- 
dication. of the exaltation of Saturn in Libra. 
The sword-hilt is golden, relating it to the 
Sun, whose metal is gold. Here is a hint of a 
profound alchemical secret, having to do with 
the transmutation of "lead" into "gold”; but 
there is a simpler meaning also. Saturn rep- 
resents limitation and form. The Sun stands 
for light and radiation. liJhen the power of 
limitation is used positively it is combined 
with the radiant energy of the Sun. Thus 
enlightenment exalts form. 

In the alphabet, Zain is the letter v/hich 
corresponds to the sv/ord. A SYrord cuts off. 
Thus it symbolizes the eliminative processes, 
physical and mental. This is, of course, a 
correspondence to Libra, v/hich governs the 
kidneys, the organs Y/hich maintain the chemi- 
cal equilibrium of the blood by eliminating 
Y/uste. Psychologically, the practical meaning 
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of the sword is i n Use right discrimination to 
rid yourself of everything useless, to free 
yourself from attachment, from prejudice, and 
from resentment and regret." 

The scales represent weighing and measure 
ing, or the exercise of mental powers related 
to mathematics* Tho pans of the scales are 
semicircular. Hence each semicircle stands 
for 11, since 22 is the number representing a 
complete circle. 

Thus the pans of the balance represent the 
equilibration of the 11 pairs of complementary 
activities represented by the 22 letters of 
the Hebrew alphabet and the 22 Tarot Keys. 
The pans of the balance are golden, to show 
that all these pairs of activities are modes 
of the single force, radiat energy, physi- 
cally manifested as solar force. 

The length of the cross-bar of the scales 
is the same as that of each of the lines sup- 
porting the pans. Thus seven equal straight 
lines are shown. They refer to the seven as- 
pects of the Life-power represented by Keys 1, 
2, o, 10, 16, 19 and 21 — the Keys correspond- 
ing to Mercury, the Moon, Venus, Jupiter, 
Mars, the Sun and Saturn. These seven heaven- 
ly bodies correspond also to the seven alchem- 
ical metals, and to the seven centers in the 
human body which bear the same planetary 
names. Again, the seven Keys just mentioned 
correspond, through their respective Hebrew 
letters, to the six sides and interior center 
of the Cube of Space. 

The seven equal lines of the balance refer 
also to the relationship of Key 11 to the sign 
Libra, which is the seventh sign of the zodi- 
acal series. This is the same sort of hint 
that is given in Key 9, where the six-pointed 
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star in the Hermit's lantern is a reminder 
that Virgo is the sixth sign* 

The seven equal lines remind vjs of the 
seven-sided figure, or heptagon, T/hich appears 
so often in alchemical diagrams* This hepta- 
gon is the geometrical basis for the construc- 
tion of the seven-sided vault described in the 
Rosierucian Parra Fra t ernitati s * 

In Key 11 the arrangement of the seven 
lines indicates a square combined with two 
triangles* The number of the square is 4, and 
two triangles are twice o, or 6* Hence, by 
their arrangement, the seven equal lines give 
a hint of the number 10, as well as a direct 
presentation of 7* 

In occult arithmetic 10 and 7 are related* 
The sum of the numbers from 1 to 7 is 28, and 
the digits of 23 add to 10* IThat is weighed 
and measured by the scales of Justice is the 
complete manifestation of the personal activi- 
ties symbolized by Key 7* The activities, 
though seemingly originating in the field of 
personality, arc really cosmic operations al- 
so. Hence the chariot moves because it is on 
wheels, and the wheels represent what is mer* 
explicitly symbolized by Key 10. The Law of 
Karma is the consequence of the rotation of 
the cosmic cycles. 

The direction assigned to Lamed and Key 11 
is Ilorth-lVest, This is the line of the Cube 
of Space at the junction of the vfestern face, 
assigned to Kaph and Key 10, with the northern 
face, assigned to the letter Peh and Key 16, 
The latter Key relates to Kars, and Key 10 is 
a symbol for Jupiter* 

Now look at Key 11, On its left-hand, or 
northern side, you see the uplifted srrcrd of 
Liars. In the other hand of Justice is the 
pair of balances, whose two semicircular pans. 
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f itted t ogether , irould make a sphere or wheel# 
Thus the outstanding elements of the symbolism 
of Key 11 are directly connected with the two 
directions. North and Yfest, joined in the line 
assigned to Lamed# 

The line North-Tie st connects the western 
end of the line North- Above (assigned to Key 8 
and Teth) with the western end of the line 
North-Below (assigned to Key 9 and Yod)# Be- 
cause the general meaning of TTest , as explain- 
ed in Lesson 24, is the completion of a cycle 
of activity, it follows that Key 11, joining 
the western ends of the lines corresponding to 
Keys 8 and 9, represents the culmination of 
the activity symbolized by these two Keys# 

Key 8 has to do with conscious , and Key 9 
with subconscious activities which reach com- 
pletion in what is represented by Key 11. The 
modification of Karma, by right discrimination 
and right judgment, applied to work or action, 
is the outcome of processes typified by Keys 
8 and 9# 

Key 11, as related to the line North-Vlest , 
is likewise what joins the northern ends of 
the lines vlest-Above (assigned to Samekh and 
Key 14) and ITest-Below (assigned to Ay in and 
Key 15); but the explanation of than must wait 
till we c QKiQ to the interpretation of these 
two Keys# 

The cape of Justice is green, the color 
attributed to Venus. In one scale of color 
correspondences, green is also the color which 
is associated with Libra# 

The woman T s robe is red, color complement 
to green. It symbolizes the Liars force which 
energizes the muscular system. This force has 
to do with the function of the adrenal glands, 
governed by Libra, because the adrenals con- 
trol the tonicity of the entire muscular sys- 
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tern. The general symbolic meaning of the rob© 
thus relates to what enables us to work. 

The dais and throne are of stone, meaning 
that the Law of Equilibrium is operative even 
in the mineral kingdom. For many persons, the 
physical plane is the only one concerning 
which they have any direct sense-experience. 
Tarot means us to understand that if we inter- 
pret correctly our experience of the physical 
plane we shall learn all that is necessary to 
know in order to begin using the Law of 
Equilibrium. 

n That which is above is as that xvhich is 
below. One need not be able to sense higher 
planes in order to see the law at work. 

This week consider your actions more care- 
fully than you have ever done before. Go 
about your daily tasks earnestly', no matter 
how trivial they may seem. No one ever did 
great things well who had not first done well 
with small things. 

Go about your work in a poised, quiet man- 
ner. TThen you sit down to study, sit still. 
Teach your body the meaning of balance. 

Fear not^ Dismiss anxiety. Banish the 
mood of haste* IThatever you do, remember that 
every personal action is really a particular 
expression of the perfect Life-force, Above 
all* train yourself to fashion clear forms for 
your desires, and to look upon these mental 
images as present realities. 
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LESSON TL1HTTY- SEVEN 
REVERSAL 

The symbolism of Key 12 is as obviously re- 
lated to the Law of Reversal as is that of Key 
11 to the Lavr of Equilibrium. The application 
of this lavr finds expression in the mental 
attitude of the truly vri.se, which is the exact 
reverse of popular opinion. That on which the 
wise set high value is accounted as nothing in 
the estimation of the average man. This is 
one reason the first Tarot picture is named 
the Fool, and numbered Zero. 

The series of Tarot Keys is intended bo 
effect a reversal of the superficial, deluded 
interpretation of the universe which holds the 
ordinary human being in bondage. Hence Key 12 
is (a, symbol of the state of absolute freedom,) 
as experienced by the wisej but this state is 
indicated by a combination of symbols which 
loots like a picture of bondage and suffering. 

The Hebrew letter Mem, printed on this Key, 
means waters or seas , and this letter-name is 
als* the generic Hebrew noun corresponding to 
our word water « It refers, likewise, to the 
metaphysical substance which is called "water” 
in various texts of occultism. 

Water symbolizes the Law of Reversal be- 
cause water reflects everything upside down. 
More than this, no one but a person who has 
experienced the reversal of consciousness pic- 
tured in Key 12 can understand what is really 
meant in occultism by “water •” Others may ap- 
proach the truth intellectually, but they only 
who actually have experienced reversal can 
fully comprehend the Water of the Wise, as 
alchemists call it. 
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In connection Tilth the symbolism of the 
High Priestess, you learned to identify water 
Tilth subconsciousness. You learned also that 
subconsciousness is actually the substance of 
every form in the universe— that it is the ONE 
THING from which all things are made. Conse- 
quently, it will be easy to recognize the let- 
ter Mem as signifying the Mother Deep , or Root 
of Nat Tire, This is carried out further by the 
fact that this letter is cne of the three 
Mother letters of the Hebrew alphabet, the two 
others being Aleph and Shin, Those three let- 
ters represent three aspects of the Absolute, 
Or the ALL, 

T^e universal subconsciousness is also your 
personal subconsciousness. Its creative pow- 
ers are those which you govern by means of 
suggestion, as explained in SEVEN STEPS, 

One thing which makes all forms of mental 
and occult practice seem difficult is the 
supposition that what vie have to do demands an 
exertion of s cane intangible mental power, 
which must be pitted against the inertia of a 
very tangible physical reality. This "matter” 
surrounding us seems to be so dense, so 
resistant, so hard to move, that most persons 
regard as preposterous the notion that .mere 
thinking can have any power over external 
conditions , 

A wise man is not deceived by this surface 
appearance. He sees himself surrounded by 
things which have neither the solidity nor the 
inertia his unaided senses report. He under- 
stands that the densest forms of physical 
substance, as wll as the lightest gases, are 
really forms of energy , built up from infini- 
tesimal, widely separated "drops" o f the 
"water" of the alchemists. 
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Thus, when he begins to attack the practi- 
cal prot&Lem of changing conditions by changing 
his thinking, he does not face the difficulty 
which besets one who believes what his senses 
report concerning the things in his environ- 
ment# A practical occultist knows there is no 
difference between the energy which takes form 
as thought and the energy which takes form' a g. 
a diamond, a pioce of metal, or any other 

physical object. Ke knows, moreover, that 
thought-forms are centers of more intense and 
more lasting activity than physical things# 
Thus the occult teaching about water as 
substance, which, in many respects, is pre- 
cisely the same as the scientific concept ion 
of the electr ic&l c onstitut ion of matter , en- 
ables an aspirant to effect a reversal in his 
environment. By means of this reversal he is 
able to free his mind from subjection to 
appearances which prevents most persons fr cm 
using mental imagery to change conditions for 
the better. 

The number 12 is almost inexhaustible in 
its meanings. In this respect it is like the 
number 7. It is also related to that number# 
12 is the pr oduct of 3 and 4, and 7 is the sum 
of the same two numbers. 

You are familiar with 12 and 7 as repre- 
senting the number of zodiacal signs and the 
number of heavenly bodies known to ancient 
astronomy. 12 is associated with the idea of 
completeness, because twelve months and twelve 
signs Sf the zodiac round out a year# 

Since 12 is composed of the digits 1 and 2, 
and we read the digits in a composite number 
from right to left, 12 expresses the manifes- 
tation of 2 through the agency of 1. i n Tarot 
2 is the High Priestess and 1 is the Magician# 
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Hence this reading of 12 suggests an out- 
pot* ing of the powers of subconsciousness 
through the fixation of the conscious mind’s 
power of attention. Precisely this is what 
the Hanged Lian typifies. 

TIhen concentration is prolonged, the effect 
produced is what Hindus call Samadhi . Outward 
effects of Samadhi include profound trance, 
and the s uspension of most of the bodily 
functions."" The inner result is direct experi- 
ence of super consciousness. This is the union 
of personal consciousness with the universal, 
attained by practices which quiet the mind, 
and suspend the formation of chains of associ- 
ated ideas. 

The title of the Key, the Hanged Man, re- 
fers to the result of such practices, Tifith out 
changing its meaning we might call it the Sus- 
pended I, tan. 

’’Man" is an English noun derived from the 
Sanskrit root manas, meaning mind as the 
thinking principle. Tc the initiated, there- 
fore, the title of Key 12 suggests the suspen- 
sion of personal mental activity. This is 
achieved by concentration. 

Ilhen this suspension of personal activity 
is effected, there is a release of those mar- 
velous powers o $ subconsciousness which make 
themselves manifest in the "works of power" 
performed by adepts. 

As a result of even momentary experience of 
the superccnscious state, one’s whole attitude 
toward life becomes the reverse of that of the 
average human being. He who has had this ex- 
perience knows himself to be merely a vehicle, 
or instrument, of the cosmic Life-Breath. 
Gone forever is the delusion that personality 
is, or can be, separate frem the sum-total of 
cosmic activity. 
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The words of Jesus, "Of myself I can do 
nothing ," express the mental state reached by 
all who have this experience. Yet this is not 
in the least degree a confession of weakness. 
It is simply the recognition that there is no 
form of personal activity which is not also an 
expression of universal forces and laws , In- 
stead of lessening the importance and value of 
personality, this consciousness tremendously 
enhances one’s estimate of the worth of the 
personal vehicle. For it shows that personal- 
ity, though it can do nothing of itself, is 
the indispensable agent whereby the pwrer s of 
the One Life may be expressed in the condi- 
tions of relative existence. 

The astrological correspondence to Key 12 
is the planet Neptune, Though this planet was 
not discovered by exoteric astronomers until 
long after the Tarot Keys were invented, its 
existence ms known to occultists. Hence they 
made a place for it in the Tarot series. One 
has only to know that astrologers call Neptune 
the planet of inversion, to understand that it 
must be related to Key 12. 

Neptune is said to rule inspiration, psy- 
chometry and mediumship. It is connected also 
with gases and drugs which produce uncon- 
sciousness and hallucinations. Some of these 
drugs and gases effect chemical changes in the 
blood which make possible an imperfect percep- 
tion of higher forms of consciousness. 

Be on your guard here. You may have read 
of cases in which a narcotic drug or gas has 
opened, temporarily, a gateway into the higher 
consciousness. Never make any experiments of 
this kind. No intelligent occultist ever uses 
drugs for this purpose. 

Though such chemical substances, when in- 
troduced into the blood, do stimulate the 
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action of brain centers through which the 
higher consciousness is experienced, the ac- 
tive principle in them which accomplished this 
result cannot be separated by any process 
known to modern chemistry from certain other 
substanoes which are terribly destructive to 
the delicate tissues of nerves and brain. 

Yet, the fact that narcotic drugs do enable 
one to experience a measure of superccnscious- 
ness points to an important conclusion, H® 
who experiences the Divine Consciousness does 
so because of a chemical change in the compo- 
sition of his blood. This change, however* 
must be effected from within the bodily organ- 
ism, not by outside agencies* 

Since the bodily processes are completely 
under the control of subconsciousness, it fol- 
lows that the alteration of bodily states is 
also effected by subconsciousness. The neces- 
sary chemical changes in your organism are 
being brought about by the vrork you are doing 
in connection with this instruction, 

’.Then you look at these Tarot Keys, and 
carry out the directions given in these pages, 
you give subconsciousness patterns On vrhich to 
work. Subconsciousness brings about the 
required modifications in your body chemistry 
in a perfectly normal and safe way. (^Ult imate- 
ly, you mil, as a result of these changes of 
chemistry and nerve structure, experience the 
kind of consciousness pictured by Key 12,”^) 

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 

YELLOiT: Slippers, halo round head* 

BLUEj Coat (not erescents, buttons, 
belt or stipe dorm front and 
round neck), same as canopy in Key 

7 . 
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(KEEN: 

BROTJKs 


GRAY: 

SILVER: 

TiHSSB^ 

T JHITE: 

RED: 


Grass. 

Scaffold, hill slopes at base of 
trees . 

Background. 

Gresoents, belt, buttons and front 
stripe. 

Hair of man, and rope by which he 
is suspended. 

Hose. 


In many respects this is one of the meat 
important Keys of Tarot. As you color it this 
week, and during your regular periods of 
study, be sure to make note of any impressions 
you may receive. 

Do not forget that many highly advanced 
human beings are at all times using Tarot as a 
focus for their meditations. Because they are 
illuminated men and women, they are like high- 
powered broadcasting stations. Then you work 
attentively and receptively with Tarot, you 
are likely to pick up sane cf the ideas sent 
forth by these illuminated members of the 
Inner School. 

Soon you will learn to distinguish these 
thoughts from the ideas developed through the 
deductive process in your own field of subcon- 
sciousness. You may even receive a very clear 
impression as to the personal source whence 
these flashes of illumination ocme to you. 
Always have pencil and paper at hand when you 
work with the Tarot Keys. Then you will be 
ready to record anything you may get in this 
way. 
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LESSON TlffiNTY-EIGHT 
THE HANGED MAN" 

The gal lows from which the Hanged Man is 
suspended is shaped like a Hebrew letter Tav, 
Each upright line of the letter is a tree- 
trunlc, having six lopped branches. They cor- 
respond to the twelve signs of the zodiac, and 
thus they typify the twelve astrological types 
of personality. The intimation is plain. In 
the state o^, mental reversal symbolized by Key 
12, personal "peculiarities 'arp ’red'uced to a 
minimum .(the branches are lopped) and emphasis 
falls on, the Inner Self, the true Spiritual 
Identity. 

' T^e correspondence of the gallows to the 
letter Tav takes us ahead in the Tarot series 
to the laSt Key, bearing the number 21, for 
this’ Key Represents the esoteric significance 
of Tav.' In the state of Samadhi, or the sus- 
pension of pers onal consciousness, an adept in 
concentration becomes aware of the real nature 
of the universe. This is depicted in Key 21, 
which is named the World. 

To reverse one’s mental attitude is to have 
a new wor ld-view, which sees the universe as a 
uance of life, full of joy and freedom. Fur- 
thermore, the suspension of the Hanged Man 
fro,! the letter Tav intimates that in the 
state of consciousness represented here, one 
realises the utter dependence of personality 
on the universal life. That universal life, 
moreover, is understood to be the perfectly 
adev.ate support of personality. 

Her© we may note that since Key 12 is 
related to v/ater, the first mirror, which re- 
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verses the images thrown upon it, even the 
number of the Key is a reversal of 21, to 
indicate that the state of Samadhi, as the 
reflection of the perfect freedom of the Self 
depicted in Key 21 as the Yforld Dancer, 
appears in Key 12 to be a state of restriction 
or bondage * That is to say, the appearance 
shoivn by Key 12 is the reverse of the inner 
reality* 

In Samadhi the personal vehicle is in a 
state of motionless trance. The physical body 
is cold, the heart-beat slow, and the respira- 
tion almost imperceptible. All the organic 
functions are in a state of suspension. 

This is only the outward seeming* Interi- 
orly^ &n adept in this state experiences the 
bliss of union with the Central Reality of the 
universe. That Central Reality is a focus of 
intense activity, though itself at rest. Here 
the limitations of language force us into the 
use of paradox. Yet what we have said is the 
report of the wise who have had the experience 
no vrords can describe. 

Again, the letter Tav is associated with 
the direction Center . It is said to be the 
Temple of Holiness which stands in the center, 
supporting the six directions of space repre- 
sented by the six faces of a cube. Thus Key 
12, showing the Hanged Lian supported by a let- 
ter Tav, indicates that the state of Samadhi 
is one of union with the supporting Center of 
all things. 

Mem, being one of* the three Mother letters, 
is attributed to one of the three co-ordinate 
lines defining the Cube of Space, This line 
is the one connecting the center of the east- 
ern fac^ with the center of the western face, 

Mair is attributed to this line because Idem 
is the Mother letter corresponding to the 
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element of wat er • The "water” is the stream of 
substance which f 1 ows from the mental origins 
represented by the direction East and Key 3. 

This stream of substance enters into mani- 
festation as the system of related events 
constituting the mechanism of the cosmos. The 
system thus brought Into expression is symbol- 
ized in Tarot by Key 10, corresponding to the 
direction west. 

Here we touch on another occult doctrine. 
It is often objected that the practice of 
concentration, leading to Saxnadhi is a selfish 
procedure. Persons vrho labor under the im- 
pression that nobody does anything unless his 
body is in more or less violent action sneer 
at the motionless recluse, seated in his 
retreat, and accuse him of heartless eccape 
from the responsibilities of life. 

It must be confessed that a certain type of 
quietist mysticism is open t o this criticism. 
There are persons who seek escape from reality 
by mystic practices, just as there are other 
persons who try to avoid reality by rushing 
madly from one form of occupation to another, 

A true adept is never idle, even though his 
physical body may be in a state of motionless 
trance. True Samadhi is union with the sus- 
taining principle of all manifestation, and a 
sage in this condition is actually sharing the 
burden, the responsibility, and the joy of 
cosmic administration. Thus ire find that to 
the letter Tav is attributed the Administra- 
tive Intelligence xvhich directs and associates 
the motions of the planets, directing them all 
in their proper courses. 

Furthermore, in relation to the Cube of 
Space, ire must consider the final form of the 
letter M«m» This is the special form of the 
letter, used always at the end of words. In 
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the Cube of Space, this final form of Mem 
is assigned to the oenter, along with Tav, 

New, as this is the final form of the let- 
ter, its combination with Tav at the interior 
center of the cube must be represented by the 
Hebrew noun ThH, tome, signifying "complete- 
ness, wholeness , fullness; soundness, welfare, 
prosperity; integrity of mind, uprightness, 
innocence." Is it not evident that all these 
meanings apply to the state of consciousness 
symbolized by Key 12? Furthermore, concentra- 
tion means literally a state of being “one 
with the Center," as anyone may see who will 
consider the make-up of the word. 

The legs of the Hanged Man form an inverted 
figure 4. It refers to Reason. His body and 
arms form, with his head, an inverted triangle 
corresponding to the number 3. The symbolism 
here is a correct statement of the situation 
depicted* 

The practices which lead ot mental reversal 
are based on rational grasp of principles _ of 
Reality, among them being the necessary real 
presence of the Universal Life of God at the 
center of human personality. This is a rea- 
soned consequence of the truth that C-od must 
be present at every point in space, since lie 
is omnipresent* 

This realization is the fruit of subcon- 
scious response to the seed-idea that the 
Divine Presence must logically be thought of 
as being central In human personality. This 
idea is a suggestion which subconsciousness 
elaborates. In response to it are effected 
subtle physiological changes which set going 
the functions of the higher brain centors. 
Through the activity of these brain centers, 
which, begins as no more than a rational grasp 
of the principle., there comes an ecstatic ex- 
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perienca of the Real Presence of the I -AM* To 
the glory of this experience every great 
mystic has borne witness , 

The 4 over the 3 shows also the subordina- 
tion of imagination to reason. Most persons 
permit reason to be dominated by imagination. 

A few have discovered that reason can deter- 
mine v/hat mental images shall occupy the field 
of attention. These few imagine creatively, 
and their imagery is governed by their mental 
vision of the place of human personality in 
the cosmic order. 

Most persons merely rationalize their un- 
controlled imaginations, which are at tbe 
mercy of race thought, and of suggestions en- 
gendered by external appearances. Not so the 
adept pictured in Key 12. His subconscious- 
ness is always \mder the direction of the 
reasoning self-consciousness. He is not the 
slave of moods, nor swayed by race-thought. 
Tlhen others are tossed about by tempests of 
passion, he remains unmoved. The Constituting 
Intelligence pictured in Tarot by the Eciperor 
is the ruling principle of every detail of his 
life-experience. By clear mental vision he 
sees : 

1. That there is only ONE PGMER. 

2. That the ONE POUER is centered every- 
where, 

3. That the ONE POWER is therefore the cen- 
tral fact, behind every mask of person- 
ality. 

4, That, consequently, whatever is done, 
apparently by some human being, is real- 
ly accomplished by the ONE POWER, which 
acts through that person: and since the 
same power is the energy which takes 
form in all the immensity of manifesta- 
tion vre call the ’'universe,” it must b» 
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true that whatever seems to be done by a 
person is actually performed by the sum- 
totnl of cosmic forces, operating by 
means of the personal instrument. 

The Hanged Hans* ^cket is blue, like the 
robe of the High Priestess. This color is 
attributed to the element of water. The lunar 
crescents forming the pockets of the coat are 
symbols of subconsciousness (Moon), They arc 
shcnvn as pockets, to emphasize the idea that 
subconsciousness is the container of the pow- 
ers and stored-up experiences which are the 
equipment of personality. The ten buttons are 
an allusion to the ten aspects of the Life- 
power. Qabalists term these ten aspects 
Sephiroth, or numerat i ons . In Hebrew ITisdam, 
the mode of consciousness associated with the 
letter Mem is said to be ”the source of con- 
sistency in the numerations ( Sephiroth).” 

The belt and trimming of the jacket suggest 
the combination of circle and cross, with the 
cross uppermost. A circle surmounted by a 
cross is the symbol of the planet Mars, Here 
is a hint that what seems to be absolutely 
motionless suspension of activity is really a 
form of intense expression of force. 

The radiant halo surrounding the Hanged 
Man’s head suggests that he is an embodiment 
of the One Light. To carry out this sugges- 
tion, his hair is 'white, like the hair of the 
Emperor and the Hermit. This means that the 
Hanged Man, even though his face be young, may 
be identified with the Ancient of Days. 

Below his head, the ground is hollowed out, 
as by a watercourse. This is a further refer- 
ence to the letter Mem. All that part of his 
head from the eyes to the top of the skull is 
actually below the surface of the soil frem 
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which spring the trees. Thus we are shown 
that his vision and his brain functions are 
active below the surface. 

This is what differentiates an adept frCm 
most persons. He sees through the surface of 
things, Hq discerns laws hidden below the il- 
lusive appearances on which the unenlightened 
base their judgments and their actions. 

The whole figure represents a pendulum at 
rest. Thus the tree trunks are like the pil- 
lars of Key 2, the sphinxes of Key 7, and the 
pillars of the thrones of the Hierophant and 
Justice, The Hanged Man is unmoved and immov- 
able. He knows that no person ever thinks 
anything, or Bays anything; or does anything. 
He knows that the ONE IDENTITY is the only 
. Thinker, the only Speaker, the only Act or , He 
> Realizes his identity with that One, and' sees 
that his personality is perfectly and vjfiOlly 
* supported by the Central Principle of the uni- 
' versfe, symbolized by the Tav-srhaped gall cars. 
This vreek, use as an exercise the practice 
of chocking your thoughts to see hew many 
times the reversal of yoxir first thought is 
more nearly in line with the teachings of Age- 
less TTisdom. Be on your guard against subtle 
rational izaticns. One of the commonest forms 
of rationalization is that which makes some 
eourae of action seem to be reasonablo when in 
reality it is just the opposite. An over- 
worked example is the desire for something 
which reason says one should not buy. Often 
the rationalizer persuades himself that he 
cannot do without the object of his desir*. 
Thus he places imagination above reason, and 
deludes himself. Maintain alert watchfulness 
against this and other rationalizations* 


) 



/ 



I 


? 


I 

f 

I 


i 



Z7 




\ \ 
i \ 


W 


\ / 

\ 


A 





-<b\ 7 A %; /a\ 

\/~> 


~n 


n 


FUNDAMENTALS' 

0PA1U I 3- TRAW^FO&M^T/tfW -Nmtj 

/.Aw of T RAkSFGR/VMlVdN < , 

M 3 LoV«. P&aw?v - linv'Hj. - - _ ... I 

SiOT |5)‘ o - 1 - , - — - — - — - — / 

£) i £>3 o /u'hVn r t>»i> in+e^Va+iftH .e^ bai^ jf jy, |f - 2 

Con jq>e^ \n^x>f-be&4h'-- - - - - - 3 

/VON- - - - ' -4- 

Soo ^ 6 jOUY'pOSoS ~ - 4^ 

Mars- Se>o< ^yo - 15 V anus _ - - - - - £ 

OVVk v 9t|TnW\s 0 ^ 3y?i - -- G, 

Oinf -mfisr j>**oiw$''jk~6'yj}afe - - — - — 


-A 


TAROT FONDAiENTAtS 


LBSSOH T11MTY-HIHE 


TRAH SFQRiiAT ION 


So many superstitions are connected with 
the number 13, as a symbol of bad luck and 
disaster, that you will not be surprised to 
find it assigned to the Tarot Key entitled 
DEATH* But, like so many things in occultism, 
we shall learn that 13 and DEATH have other 
meanings for those who know. 

3oth the number and the title relate to the 
Lav/ - of Transformation which brings about dis- 
solution and change. Hinds dominated by race 
thought fear change, not because ehange is 
visually adverse, but because its outocme is 
unknown. Such persons fail to realize that 
without continual change life could not exist, 
and that even if it could, its monotony would 
be unbearable. 

13 is the number of two Hebrew nouns, AChD, 
aehad, meaning ’’unity," and AK3H, ahebah, sig- 
nifying "love.” The Unity, the One Power fr cm 
whieh all things proceed, is also the Love 
Paver which is the cause of all attractions 
and affinities. 

Tfe generally think of the Love Parer as be- 
ing chiefly concerned with reproduction. Thus 
te Key 13 is attributed the sign Seer pi©, 
governing the reproductive organs. Scorpio is 
the natural ruler of the astrological house of 
death. The same Love Power which leads te 
birth is what controls the physical changes 
resulting in dissolution and death. The Lev* 
Power governs both the beginning and the 
cessation of our bodily activities. 

This is important, and you will do ire 11 to 
ponder it. There are not two antagonistic 
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poorer 3, one necking for life, and the other for 
death. There is only a single power, which 
has a tv of old manifestation. 

Lian fears death because he does not know 
the meaning of this transf ormation. "Dissolu- 
tion is the seeret of the Great Work." The 
dissolution of form is imperative for growth. 
When forms break down, energy is released, to 
be utilized for further development. 

Stone disintegrates to form soil, and from 
soil springs the vegetable kingdom. Animals 
eat the vegetables, and incorporate their 
essences into a higher type of organization. 
Wan eat# both animals and vegetables, and 
builds the chemieal energy of their cells into 
his own body. If he learns a secret which is 
available for all who have ears to hear, and 
are willing to work, man does more than this. 
He liberates himself free* the conditions of 
physical existence, and, by so doing, becomes 
master of tlxe energies which build his body. 
When he has achieved this mastery he is 
able to maintain his physical body for many 
years beyond the ordinary span of human life. 
Furthermore, in the full perfection ef this 
mastery, man is able to disintegrate his phys- 
ical body at will, and able also to reinte- 
grate it. For such a man, death, as the-world 
knows death, is at an end. 

This is an amazing statement. To the aver- 
age person it sounds utterly preposterous. 
Possibly it is expecting too much to suppose 
you will accept this teaching at this stage of 
your progress. Whether you accept it or not, 
be sure you know what the teaching is, because 
when you have put yourself in a position to 
examine the evidence for the doctrine, you 
will undoubtedly be fully persuaded that it ia 
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not an extravagant, fanciful claim. More than 
this, you mil ascertain its truth at . first 
hand, by performing the experiments -which vri.ll 
enable you to demonstrate its accuracy. 

In fact you ore beginning these experiments 
now, with this instruction. You have been 
taught the importance of forming the right 
kind of mental images. You must visualize 
yourself as having a body which readily re- 
sponds to the 17ill power you express. Your 
clear image of r changed organism which will 
be a perfect and beautiful body, both in 
function and appearance, has suggestive power 
which subconsciousness accepts. 

In response to that suggestion, subcon- 
sciousness is even now beginning to set in 
motion processes which lead to the desired 
transformations. You do not need to tell 
subconsoiousness how to do these things. It 
already knows. Tell it what you want it 
to d§, and make your picture as clear and 
concrete as you con* 

Thus will man triumph eventually over phys- 
ical death# Actually, he has already triumphed 
over death, because man does not die. It is 
impossible to present the tremendous accumula- 
tion of evidence now available in proof of his 
survival of the death of the physical body. 
Suffice it to say that this is an ascertain- 
able fact* Any interested person may prove to 
his complete satisfaction that man does not 
die. Thos who are prejudiced refuse t o 
examine the evidence. They who are lazy will 
not take the trouble. Yet the evidence is 
abundant, and thoroughly convincing, 

Man is immortal, and can never die. Though 
his bodies change and disintegrate a thousand 
times, he remains. You are approaching a time 
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when you vri.ll know this, as others know it, 
who ’nave gone this way before you. 

As a noun, the Hebrew letter-norue Hun means 
"fish," As a verb, it signifies "to sprout, 
to grow, to propagate." For centuries, the 
fish has been a symbol of Christ, the immortal 
principle, presept in every one of us. It ’as 
only as we grow "to the measure of the fulness 
of the s tat lire of Christ" that we approach 
anything like true comprehension of life. The 
first moment of super consciousness, of true 
Self -realisation, is mystically called the 
"birth of the Christ-child" in human personal- 
ity. 

The idea designated by the noun "fish" is 
closely related to that of "propagation," 
because fish are among the most prolific 
breeders. It is estimated that the progeny 
of a single pair of codfish, if they arrived 
at maturity, would fill the Atlantic Ocean 
from ah ore to shore, flits idea of propagation 
is fully intimated by the attribution of the 
sign Scorpio to the letter Hun and Key 13. 

Scorpio, governing the reproductive organs, 
indicates that the force used in reproduction 
has to do with the liberating, transforming 
power of dissolution. Do not be misled by 
this. IThat we have just said has nothing in 
common with the pseudo-occultism of certain 
free-love cults, lie speak of a force. 

Ordinarily, this force is utilized in the 
reproduction of the species, I t may be 
applied to higher purposes. It may be used to 
change your consciousness, so that you will 
know ycurself to be immortal. It may be used 
also to modify the metabolism of your body, so 
that you nay r enew it o continually, or, if you 
so desire, dissolve it instantly, and as 
quiokly reconstitute it. 
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Be careful not to get any false notions. 
He suggest n o abnormal restraint of the 
sex-function. We do not recommend celibacy. 
Special instruction for the higher direction 
of the Scorpio force is reserved for those who 
have demonstrated their fitness to receive 
such information and use it wisely. It trill 
come to you trhen you are ready for it. 

The information you are receiving now aims 
to aid your subconsciousness in bringing you 
to the stage vrhere you are qualified to under- 
take more advanced work. Purity of thought 
and action are essential. For the rest, what 
you learn from these pages is sufficient for 
the present. 

Soorpio is ruled by liars, and it is the 
Mars force in the human organism to which ire 
refer. Mars is also ruler of Aries, symbol- 
ised by Key 4» Aries is the sign which gov- 
erns the head and brain. Aries is called the 
day throne of Mars, while Scorpio is the night 
throne. When the Liars ferce, working in the 
darkness and concealment of Secrpio, is raised 
by occult practice so that it energizes brain 
♦enters ruled by Aries, it brings one into the 
daylight of the clear vision of Reality repre- 
sented by the Emperor. 

According to modern astrology, Uranus is 
exalted in Scorpio. In Tarot, Uranus corre- 
sponds to the Fool, representing super^on- 
ecictsness. The highest expression of the 
Uranian influence in human personality is that 
which results in first-hand knowledge of im- 
mortality. This is brought about through the 
activity of the Love Power, 

Both death and inheritance are connected 
with the eighth house of the horoscope, the 
"natural" house of the eighth sign* Scorpio. 


X 
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OUR iiCST PRECIOUS HERITAGE 13 THE POwER THICK 
ORDINARILY MANIFESTS ITSELF JDJ BODILY DEATH. 

The -very power which, because we misunder- 
stand it and misapply it, results in disease 
and death, is the power whereby v;e may experi- 
ence perpetual health and immortality. This 
power is the power of life and growth to all 
who know and obey its law. Only to those who 
disobey it is it the instrument of death and 
destruction. 

In this connection remember that the ser- 
pent, the scorpion and the eagle are all used 
to symbolise Scorpio, Remember, too, that our 
medern science is beginning to make use of the 
beneficent, action of serpent venom, modified 
by human intelligence, for the relief of dis- 
ease, So does external soience catch up, ever 
and over again, with the intuition of the wise 
who invented esoteric symbols, 

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 


YELLCwj 

Sun, band, on man’s crown. 



GREEN : 

Leaves and rosebush. 



BLUE: 

Stream, 



BRG1 jil- 

Scythe handle. 



ts TEEL} 

Scythe blade. 



VrHITEj 

Skeleton, rose, cuff on 

hand 

in 


center. 



BLONDE; 

If Oman’s hair. 



GOLD} 

Points on man’s crown. 



RES)} 

Background. 



Give a 

great deal of thought this 

week 

to 

e ideas 

of dissolution and change. 

Learn 

to 


welcome change, and overcome fear of it. She 
future holds what you have earned, in conform- 
ity with past action, and patterns you are now 
making, 'welcome it with, a smile# 
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DEATH 


On the surface, the skeleton of Key 13 is a 
conventional representation of the “Grim Reap- 
er To the eye of the initiated* it conveys 
a reminder that the bony structure of the body 
is the foundation of its every motion. Be- 
cause our muscles are attached to our bones 
we can walk* move our hands and feet* and so 
on. Even the involuntary muscles are con- 
nected with tlie skeleton* and could not move 
otherwise. Thus what is shown here is really 
the basis of all our bodily activities. Sym- 
bolically, therefore, it stands for that vhich 
is the basis of all function and of all growth 
and development. 

This something is the CHE POWER, special- 
ized in the reproductive functions of the 
body. It is the see d power * and it is to this 
that the conventionalized picture of a seed, 
in the upper left-hand corner of the Key* 
refers; This little seed is composed of two 
ovals* that is* of two zeroes. 

From the smaller oval five rays extend 
toward the limits of the larger cne. The two 
ovals are joined* so that they are really one. 
Here is a simple hieroglyphic for the process 
of manifestation. 

The inner and smaller oval is the source of 
radiant energy* differentiated as Ether* Fire* 
Water* Air and Earth, (in later lessons you 
will learn more about the inner meanings of 
these elements.) This energy fills the space 
enclosed by the larger oval, which is one with 
the smaller oval. This expresses a fundamen- 
tal doctrine of Ageless Yfisdom: THE INNER POu— 
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ER PROJECTS ITSELF, OR A SEEMING EXTENSION OF 
ITSELF, Ao SPACE (the large oval) AND FILLS 
THAT SPACE \.lT*i FORMS OF ENERGY TiHQSE COIJBINA- 
TICK CCHoTxTUTES THE BODY OF THE UNIVERSE# 

Copy this capitalized statement into your 
notebook. Read it several times, and if you 
can, add to it seme thoughts of your own* In 
due course you rri.ll come to under stand that it 
is a* concise and accurate statement of the way 
the universe comes into being* 

Two details of this skeleton trill arrest 
the attention of any artist or anatomist i frbp 
sees the picture# The figure is tvristed at 
two points, one just above the pelvis, the 
other at the neck# This would be obvious were 
the skeleton covered vritb flesh# It would be 
a posture no contortionist could imitate# The 
force here symbolized must be twisted, or 
reversed, in order to perform its highest 
function# 

The skeleton walks from north to south, 
from the darkness of ignorance to the light of 
perfection# It represents the framework of 
all progress — 'the disintegration of form for 
the sake of releasing energy# 

The handle of the scythe is shaped like a 
letter T# Thus it has the seme meaning as the 
gallows of the Hanged Man, for T and Tav are 
two forms of the same letter# Thus the handle 
of the scythe is connected with ideas Tarot 
symbolizes with Key 21# 

The blade of the scythe is shaped like a 
crescent, suggesting the moon, and referring 
to subconscious powers symbolized by Key 2# 
Yet the material of the blade is steel, a met- 
al attributed, to Mars# The red background of 
Key 13 is another reference to Mars# 

The river flows toward the sun# It starts 
in the north, and makes a bend so that it also 
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flows eastward. The bend, in the river has the 
same significance as the twist in the skele- 
ton’s spine. It intimates a change of direc- 
tion in the current of energy. Remember that 
this is the river which begins in the robe of 
the High Priestess, and makes a waterfall in 
the Empress’ garden. Trace it through the 
other Tarot Keys. 

The sun is another important detail. The 
idea o f death, as the end o f personal 
existence, is usually associated with west and 
with sunset. In this Key, however, the sun is 
in the east, and is rising. This intimates 
that the power men call death is really the 
power of life. Every dissolution of form 
brings about the birth of new ones. 

The rising sun is connected with the letter 
Daleth, and with the symbolism of the Empress. 
A little meditation on this relationship will 
deepen your understanding of Key 12, which 
precedes Key 13. Note that the digits of 12 
add to 3. The rising sun refers to the dawn 
o f higher consciousness in the state of 
Samadhi symbolized by the Hanged Han. This 
dawn of a new knowing is what is behind the 
transformation shown by Key 13. 

The white rose refers to the planet Uranus, 
and has the same meanings as the rose in the 
left hand of the Fool. Review what is written 
concerning it in Lesson 4, page 5. Remember 
also that the rose is related to the number 5, 
and review what is said of it in Lessen 6, 
page 9. The key thought is that mastery of 
the subtle forms of the Mars force is a work 
of adaptation., symbolized by the number 5, and 
by the five-pointed star or pentagram, which 
is explained in Lesson 13, page 5. 

The woman’s head at the left of the pic- 
ture- is a symbol of understanding, for reasons 
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■which Trill be evident to you vrhen you take up 
the study of the Qabalistic Tree of Life# I n 
the Qabalah the Sephirah named Understanding 
is usually called the Mother, but vre are told 
that in the perfection of the Great ’fork, the 
Queen and the Mother are made one# 

The man’s head represents ITisdom and also 
Beauty, for it is the Qa^-listic symbol of 
that which, as Father, is termed YJisdOra, and 
as Son, is called Beauty. Yet remember that 
the Father and the S'on are ONE, and their 
unity is intimated here# 

Three hands are shdwn. Tvro are active, 
springing up from the earth# The third is 
passive, resting palm downward on the surface 
of the ground. The active hands represent the 
new works which result from the transformation 
indicated by Key 13. .The passive hand is a 
reference to Yod, the Great Hand, of which we 
become aware in the higher order of knowing# 
Only one foot is shown, because this pic- 
ture refers to the end cf the Pisoean Age, and 
the zodiacal sign Pisces rules the feet. That 
is to say, we are in the letter end of the 
Piscean Dispensation. 

These details of the three hands and the 
one foot are in strict conformity with the 
esoteric Tarot which has never been published. 
They agree also with the early exoteric Tarot 
shoim in Court de Gebelin’s Monde Primitif, 
and reproduced in Pa pus’ Tarot of the Boham- 
ians, and in The Key of Destiny , by Dr. and 
Mrs. Curtiss. 

For good reasons, much has been left t* 
your intuition with respect to this Key. Les- 
sons like these are not a proper medium for 
practical instruction in the reversal of the 
ourrents of the Mars force. Yet vre believe 
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enough has been said to put you on the track 
of principles* If you follow this lesson 
through, with Key 13 before you, many valuable 
intimations should present themselves to you, 
especially in meditation* 

In the language of pictorial symbolism, un- 
derstood perfectly by your subconscious mind, 
because it is the one truly universal languago 
transcending the liraitations of human speech, 
Keylo tells the secret of secrets, and padsea-- 
o n to you our inheritance from the wise men 
who have gone this way before us* 

It is a secret which kills out the old mis- 
taken conceptions of the place of personality 
in the scheme of things* It is a secret which 
truly makes one free from the "last enemy," by 
giving us direct perception of life eternal* 

As you progress in the path of practical 
occultism, this will become to you more and 
more an open secret* As you begin to under- 
stand it, you Trill understand also the reasons 
for the careful reserve concerning it which is 
characteristic of all truly wise instruction, 
ancient and modern* 

Lie who knows this secret has in his hands a 
power which might be used to overturn the 
world. Yet no person learns it until he is 
truly perpared, and mere than anything else, 
this means such ethical preparation that no 
temptation to misuse this power could ever be 
sufficient to turn the knower from the path of 
strictly constructive application of the force 
he is able to control. 

For the present, then, school yourself to 
know that change is never your enemy. Strive 
to become one of those of whan the Bhagavad- 
Gita says: "The wise in heart mourn neither 
those who live, nor those that die* IJor I, 


TAROT FUlTOAi ill Y AL S 

LiiSStA THIRTY 6 

nor thou, nor any of those, ever ms not, nor 
ever will not be, for ever and for ever after- 
wards. All that doth live, lives always J To 
man’s frame, as there come infancy and youth 
and age, so «cme there raisings -up and laying 
down of other and of other life-abodes, whieh 
the wise know, and fear not.” 
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LESSON THIRTY- ONE 
VERIFICATION 

As a verb, the Hebrew letter Samekh neons 
to prop, bear up, establish, uphold, sustain. 
As a noun it means a tent-peg, which makes the 
tent firm in its place. Both as a verb and a 
noun, its meanings are closely allied to the 
principle of verification which is the keynote 
of this lesson. 

Most of the instruction you have been given 
thus far consists of theory. This is an es- 
sential part of your training, because it is 
an occult maxim that the pupil must be well- 
grounded in theory before he can begin te 
practice. 

It is necessary for you to learn the terms, 
the alphabet in rhich your working instruc- 
tions are written. Nevertheless, these theor- 
ies must be established and supported . They 
must be verified before they can become part 
of your working equipment. They must be tried. 
Their temper must be tested to the utmost. 
APPLICATION IS THE TOUCSSOTF Y. HEREBY ALL OUR 
KNOWLEDGE HOST BE TESTED. 

This point is precisely where the teaching 
you are now receiving, and rail receive, dif- 
fers from many systems of occult instruction. 
It is practical . You will be given very 
precise directions as to her to test and how 
to apply these theories. 

Already you have made a start, if you have 
carried out faithfully the exercises given 
with these lessons. They are intended to have 
their principal effect in shaping your atti- 
tudes toward yourself and your brothers a nd 
sisters here on earth. A realization of the 
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nature and true unity of all mankind is an 
absolute essential for the successful practice 
of magic in its truest, highest forms. These 
exercises are intended also to accustom you to 
linking up the various ideas depicted by the 
Tarot Keys, both with one another and with 
your experience of life. 

You must, however, see one thing clearly in 
this connection. The foregoing does not mean 
that in order to practice the magical art you 
need nothing more than a recipe, or set of di- 
rections which you may follow as mere routine. 
The magical art includes a transf emation of 
your personality, and the raising or expan- 
sion of* your consciousness, until you perceive 
clearly the principles and lavra whereby you 
operate. The great trial and tasting is a 
testing of yourself. Tarot represent# your 
states of consciousness. The principles it 
depicts are those governing your life. They 
emanate from the ORE IDENTITY xh io h is your 
innermost SELF. 

The letter Samekh, consequently, represents 
the trial, the probation, the purgation and 
purification of your personality, to the end 
that it may become a fit channel for the ex- 
pression of the One Force, a fit Temple of the 
Most High, a pure and holy habitation for the 
One Spirit. Thus only does the Law of Verifi- 
cation bring about the establishment or the 
foundation of the House of God. As you pro- 
gress with your studies and perform the work 
set for you to do, you are at the sane time 
undergoing subtle tests which prove your fit- 
ness to carry on the Great Work, 

See to it that you take this enterprise 
seriously. CYou have announced yourself as a 
candidate for Truth. - ) Truth will be revealed 
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to you when you have proved yourself ready for 
it. Your first test is the earnestness with 
v/hioh you apply yourself to the preliminary 
instruction. This is the true purport of the 
following passage from the Book of Tokens-; 

"Thus am I as one who testeth gold in 
a furnace. 

And this aspect of iry being 
Presenteth to the unrighteous 
A face of wrath. 

Yet by this purgation of fire 
Do I uphold and sustain thee 
In every moment of thy life. 

Behold, I am he who testeth thee 
With many subtle tests. 

Wise art thou if thou knowest 
That the subtle serpent of temptation 
Is in truth the Anointed One 
Who bringeth thee to liberation.” 

Note that this quotation refers to wrath 
and to a serpent. These are both clCeely 
connected with the letter Samekh and with the 
underlying meaning of Key 14. 

In Key 8 ire see the serpent coiled, symbol- 
ized by the letter Teth, In Key 11 we see, in 
the letter Lamed, the serpent uncoiled and 
active, its head erect, and its tail pointing 
downward and to the left. The letter Samekh 
shows the completion of the upward movement of 
the tail toward the serpent's mouth, and it is 
therefore a reversal of the symbolism of Teth, 

Teth shows the Serpent Power as it is be- 
fore we have learned how to direct it. Lamed 
shows it at the half-way stage toward mastery. 
Samekh shows the result of perfect control. 
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The serpent biting its tail has been for ages 
a symbol of eternity and of wisdcm. It 
suggests circular movement by its shape. This 
establishes a connection between Key 14 and 
Key 10, to which Jupiter is attributed. 

This connection is verified by the fact 
that to the letter Sainekh is assigned the sign 
Sagittarius, ruled by Jupiter* Sagittarius 
means “archer, w and its astrological symbol is 
an arrow. It is a sign of the fiery triplici- 
ty, Aries and Leo being the other two fiery 
signs. Sagittarius is said to be ruled by 
Jupiter because the fiery power which it mani- 
fests is directed and controlled by means 
of the Lav/ of -yclicity or Rotatien, pictured 
by Key 10. 

This fiery activity is a form of intense 
vibration, and the Hebrew noun for “wrath" 
also means vibration. The Serpent Power is 
vibratory. It is the desire force which is 
the energizing principle behind all we do. It 
can be terribly destructive when not wisely 
directed, and wrath or anger is its commonest 
destructive emotional manifestation. 

Yet it is the power which leads to freedom, 
the force which destroys limitations and im- 
pediments to free expression. It is really 
the tempering, cleansing power that gets rid 
of all impurity and error in our personal 
consciousness.. To the objects of its disinte- 
grating activity it is terrible, but the wise 
perceive its beneficence* 

The number 14 represents the principle of 
reason (4) expressed through the agency of 
concentration (1)* The verification of hypo- 
theses arrived at by the use of reason is 
carried out by means of concentration. Con- 
centration is the focusing of the vibratory 
activity of the Serpent Fire at a definite 
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point in the brain. The means whereby concen- 
tration is accomplished is symbolized by the 
Magician, directing power from above toward 
a plane below— his garden* 

The digits of Id add to 5, the number of 
the Hierophant, For the goal of verif icaticn 
is reached by following carefully the instruc- 
tion imparted by the tt still, small voice” of 
Intuition. 5 is also the number of adaptation 
and desire, and proper adaptation of the tre- 
mendous force of desire, through intelligent 
direction, results in the attainment of the 
higher consciousness* 

The clue to the inner meaning of all this 
may be found in the word DBCh, debakh, ”to 
sacrifice.” DBCfc is written with letters 
having numeral values which add to 14. 

IJobody ever attains to perfection without 
sacrifice. To be sure, he who knows the value 
of his objective feels no sense of loss when 
he rids himself of every incvimbrance which 
interferes with his progress. In oarlv stages 
of the Great Til or k, however, one is called upon 
to make decisions which appear to involve 
sacrifice. Experience demonstrates the fal- 
sity of such appearances, for experience shows 
thot every act of wise elimination makes 
possible the expression of a greater measure 
of power. At first, though, sane of the tests 
are hard to meet. 

They who fail in them are usually the per- 
sons who are readiest to assert that there is 
nothing in the premises of Ageless Wisdom. In 
a sense they are right. There is less than 
nothing for the lazy, the double-minded, the 
fearful. Less than nothing for persons who 
lack courage to face periods of seeming fail- 
ure. He who seeks the highest must have zeal. 
He must be in fiery rebellion against the lim- 
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it at ions and bondage of ignorance. To carry- 
on, against odds which seem to be hopeless, h© 
must be filled with intense, one-pointed de- 
sire to demonstrate by actual experience that 
he is really and truly what every one of these 
lessons has declared concerning the inmost 
natter e of man, 

Zeal, however, is not enough, IJor was -Hy- 
pers on ever liberated just because he had a 
flaming desire for freedom. The fiery foroe 
of the desire nature must be directed intelli- 
gently, To this Key 14 refers by its title. 

TELiPlRAUCE, here, is not restricted to the 
meaning now in common use, though it does, ef 
course, include the thought of being able to 
manage one’s appetites and desires. The title 
of Key 14 is to be understood in its anoient 
signification— "the act of tempering or mix- 
ing." 

The object ®? t exapering is to impart more 
strength to what is tempered. In the Great 
T; or k, this object is attained by proper mix- 
ture of opposite forces, that is, by applying 
the Law of Equilibration, This meaning is 
apparent in the picture now befsre you. 

Consider the symbolism carefully, as you 
color the Key, By this time Tarot should be- 
gin to speak to you even before you have read 
the detailed analysis of its symbolism. Re- 
member, no analysis can exhaust the meanings, 
TJhat is rxritten in these pages is intended to 
put you on the track of correct interpreta- 
tion; but, in every Key, there is for you a 
special personal message, because, in the 
agelong development of your personality to its 
present stage of growth, you have accumulated 
a store of experience. This treasure is below 
the surface of your consciousness, but through 
the operation of psychological laws which have 
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been utilized in the construction of Tarot, 
these Keys can evoke from subconscious depths 
just exactly what you need to knew. 

So write out, this week, what you feel Key 
14 means for you. Next week, compare your 
findings with the analysis of the symbols 
given in Lesson 32* 


COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 


YELL017: 


BRCwN : 


BLUE: 
GREEN * 
ORANGE: 
VIOLET: 


GOLD: 


VuIITE: 
BLONDE, : 

RED: 


Crown over mountain peaks, Yods 
over eagle, torch flame (inter- 
spersed with red, to show that it 
is fire), lion’s eyes, path from 
mountains * 

Lion (see instructions for Key 10) 
eagle (except beak and legs), 
torch handle. 

Pool, and stream fron vase. 

Grass . 

Ornament on head of angel; vase. 
Mountains in background. Dilute 
the color so that the mountains 
will not be a violent purple. 
Background; star on the angel’s 
breast. (Use yellow, if not gold.) 
Dress* 

Angel’s hair; beak, legs and tal- 
ons of eagle. 

Angel’s wings. These are high- 
lighted with blue. 


The rainbow is a succession of bands of 
color. Begin at the upper side of this arc 
with violet, and apply in succession blue, 
green, yellow, orange and red. 
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TEMPERANCE 

The central figure of Key 14 is the angel 
Michael, angel of the sun and archangel of the 
element of Fire, He is also the angel of the 
direction South, All these attributions con- 
nect him with the sun pictured in Key 19, His 
name means M Like unto God,” 

On his brow is a solar symbol, and from his 
head light radiates. One foot rests on water. 
Symbol of the cosmic mind-stuff. The other 
foot is On land, symbol of concrete manifesta- 
tion. 

The angel is a symbol of that, in every 
human being, to which the term Higher Self is 
applied. He is not the ONE IDENTITY, but the 
Life-Breath of that ORE IDENTITY, centered in 
the heart of personality. The greater number 
of human beings, when they use the pronoun 
”1,” think only of the personal self, and 
regard it as being a separate, independent 
entity. Others suppose themselves to be guid- 
ed or overshadowed by some divine or angelic 
presence, which they look upon as being, on 
the one hand, separate fr can the ORE IDENTITY, 
and, on the other, separate from the personal 
ego. 

The true esoteric doctrine is that one’s 
feeling of "egoity" is due to the focusing of 
a ray of the fiery Life-Breath of the ORE 
IDENTITY within the personal organism. This 
fiery Life-Breath is in continual circulation 
between its personal center of manifestation 
and the ORE IDENTITY whence it originates, 
just as the electricity lighting a lamp is in 
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continual circulation between the lamp and the 
dynamo at the power station* 

On Michael’s white robe is the Tetragrarmna- 
tcn, Ilira, (Jehovah), written in Hebrew char- 
acters. This identifies the angel as being of 
the order called Melakin , Kings, by Qabalists. 
It places him also in relation to the 5ephirah 
named Tiphareth or Beauty. On the Tree of 
Life, Tiphareth is the sixth aspect of the 
Life -power. To it the name 3HVH is particu- 
larly referred. 

Among names Of Tiphareth are BN, Ben, Son; 
MLK, melek. King; ADM, Adam, Man. In Qabalis- 
tic psychology, Tiphareth is the seat of the 
personal ego. It is the point of manifesta- 
tion for our essential humanity (Adam), which 
is actually the Divine Son (Ben) of the ONE 
IDENTITY— even as Jesus taught, out of his orn 
first-hand experience. 

The seven-pointed star on the angel’s 
breast is a figure which must be drawn by ac- 
tual experiment with a pair of compasses, for 
the regular heptagon whence it is derived is 
not an equal divider of the 360 degrees of the 
circle. Beoause making a heptagon requires no 
little skill in the use of compasses, this 
figure is a symbol of mastery. 

Freemasonry preserves a tradition of older 
esoteric schools when it says the compasses 
are n to oircumscribe our desires and keep our 
passions within due bounds.” That is, the 
compasses are the Masonic symbol for the con- 
trol of the fiery desire force which is repre- 
sented by the circular form of the letter 
Samekh, as explained in the preceding lesson. 

Can you take this hint? Skill in wielding 
the compasses is represented by the seven- 
pointed star. But this star is on the angel’s 
breast, to remind us that the requisite skill 
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in managing the desire nature depends on the 
"Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy Gurad- 
ian Angel." To obtain this skill, we must 
receive instruction from the angel. V-. r e put 
ourselves in a position to receive the angelic 
message when we devote ourselves t o t he w qrk 
of making experimental verification of the 
fact that the real presence of the Higher Self 
may be perceived at the heart of our personal, 
lives. Such single devotion brings us into 
harmony with the universal Order which is 
exhibited in the lavra which find manifestation 
in the cycles of th» heavenly bodies, or 
celestial spheres. 

The Great Hark which e depletes the expres- 
sion of the lavra of nature is an artistic 
adaptation of those lavra by man. Without man, 
this work never comes to its full fruition. 
"ITature unaided," says an ancient occult max- 
im, "always fails.” Although all human action 
results from a series of transformations of 
the One Energy, it is only when that Energy is 
expressed through human speech, thought and 
works— intelligently directed — that fulfilment 
is possible. The Great Art of the occultist 
requires the agency of human personality. 

The wings of the angel are fiery red, with 
blue highlights, to indicate the fiery quality 
of the sign Sagittarius, ana its color attri- 
bution, which is blue. Remember that the 
aymbol of Sagittarius is an arrow, suggesting 
aim, will, purpose, intention. Bear in mind, 
also, that as the natural sign of the ninth 
house of the horoscope, Sagittarius has to do 
with dreams, visions, religion and philosophy. 

With the systematic formulation of ideals, 
that is, and with the quest for knowledge that 
is implied by the word "verification," Hen*© 
Sagittarius has to do with long journeys ("the 
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travels in strange countries" of Masonry.) 
Sagittarius is connected with those high as- 
pirations of the human heart which lead man 
away from "this world” of false appearances 
into the country, strange, alas, to many, 
which is his true home. 

The torch is a symbol of fire, and from it 
fall five Yods upon an eagle. The Yods refer 
to the five differentiations of the Life- 
power into the five subtle principles of 
sensation. Thus they have the same meaning as 
the radiating lines in the oval shown in Key 
13. Furthermore, since they are Yods, they 
indicate a connection with Key 9. The fire is 
the subtle fire generated in the Virgo region 
of the human body. 

Here the flame is directed toward the head 
of an eagle, symbol of the sign Scorpio, 
because the Great Work has to do with the 
modification of a specific phase of the Life- 
Breath, concentrated in the nerve centers 
connected vrith Scorpio. 

This is a hint of one of the most carefully 
protected secrets of alchemy. Its full mean- 
ing cannot and must not be put into plain 
'words, lest the unprepared misuse the knowl- 
edge. But if you verify in your own experi- 
ence the teachings of Tarot, you will be able 
to develop this seed-thought fully, and with 
your comprehension of the seeret will cone 
also full understanding of the necessity for 
keeping it a mystery undisclosed t o the 
profane. 

The vase represents tdiat alchemists call 
the "vase of art," In Philalethes* Fount of 
Chemical Truth , we read: "When we speak of 
our vessel and our fire, we mean by both 
expressions, our water, nor is our furnace 
anything diverse or distinct from our water. 
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There is then one vessel, one furnace, one 
fire, and all these make up one water. The 
fire digests, the vessel whitens and pene- 
trates, the furnace is the bond which c empris- 
es and encloses all, and these three are our 
Mercury,” 

This cryptic language refers to personal 
consciousness, which is threefold, viz*, Spir- 
it, the fire. Soul, the vessel. Body, the 
furnace. These three constitute our "Mercury” 
Or human self-consciousness . This is what is 
represented by the vase. The vase is held in 
the angel’s hand to shot-/ that the Great Y/ork 
cannot succeed, unless human personality IS 
TAKER III HAM) by the Higher Self, or Holy 
Guardian Angel. 

The water pouring frem the vase is a refer- 
ence to the letter Mem, and to the doctrine 
symbolized by the Hanged Man (See Lessons 27 
and 28). Tlhen the purified "water," o r 
reversed personal consciousness, is poured out 
on a lion, as in Key 14, the meaning is plain. 
Through suspension of the false notion of per- 
sonal independence one comes to understand the 
true function of personality as an instrument 
for the Divine WILL. 

This change of mind is carried into subcon- 
sciousness, as shown in Key 3, which repre- 
sents, like the lion in Key 14, the zodiacal 
sign Leo. A CHARGE Op HEART IS BROUGHT ABOUT. 

More than this, a definite activity is 
instituted at the heart center of the physical 
body. Understand this iust as it is written. 
Here are nc blinds, no figures of speech. The 
change is that to which another alchemist, an 
anonymous German philosopher, alludes when he 
says: "Fire and flowing 7/ater ore contrary to 
one another; happy thou, if thou canst unite 
them: let it suffice thee to know this J” 
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Ihe rainbow symbolizes the differentiation, 
of the Vibratory activity of light into color, 
by means of water suspended in the upper air. 
When the water of consciousness has been 
mingled with the cosmic Life-Breath, then is 
manifest the rainbow of pr anise. The colors 
of the rainbow are the colors of the planetary 
centers. 

In the instructions for coloring given in 
the preceding lesson, no mention was made of 
indigo, the color of Saturn, because it is 
hard to show it clearly in painting the cards. 
This deep blue-violet is between the violet at 
the top of the rainbow and the blue you were 
told to place beneath the violet. 

Thus the rainbow represents the harmonious 
combination of the alchemical "metals," which 
are the same as the planetary centers, and the 
same, also, as the ehakras of the Yogis. The 
rainbow refers also to the occult use of color 
as a most effective means to bring greater 
power into our human field of operation. 

By means of color we can use vibratory 
activity to modify oxter nal conditions. This 
subject is treated more extensively in later 
instructions, wherein you will receive many 
practical secrets of the utilization of color 
in combination with sound. 

Finally, the rainbow confirms the attribu- 
tion of Key 14 to the letter Samekh and to the 
sign Sagittarius, For the name of this sign, 
in Hebrew, is QShTh, quesheth, the Bow, 

The path in Key 14 rises between twin moun- 
tain peaks which symbolize the Qabalistic 
Sephiroth, Wisdom and Understanding, It ends 
beneath a crown, symbolizing ICether, the Crown 
of Primal Will. iJote that the path begins in 
Yesod, Foundation or Basis— designated also as 
the "Sphere of the Moon." 
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In this connection, remember that all rep- 
resentations of rater in Tarot begin with the 
robe of the High Priestess. Bear in mind 
also what vms said in SEVEN STEPS, to the 
effect that mind-stuff at subconscious levels 
is the basis of all forms of embodiment* 

In Lessen Thirty no mention was made of the 
direction assigned to the letter Nun and Key 
13, because wp wished to bring this into 
closer correspondence with Key 14, 

The direction corresponding t o Nun is 
south-west, the vertical line at the south 
side of the western face of the Cube of Spaee, 
(See Fig, 1 of the diagram accompanying Lessen 
18), This line is opposite to the line south- 
east, corresponding to Taurus, just as the 
sign Scorpio is opposite to Taurus in the 
zodiac. 

As th# southern boundary cf the western 
faee of the cube, it corresponds to the 
ascending side of the TJheel in Key 10, and to 
the rising figure of Hermanubis. For Gne of 
the fundamental meanings of Key 10 has to do 
with the ascending scale of organic evolution, 
or bodily development, which is an expression 
of the reproductive forces under the rulership 
of So or pi o. 

Through the operation of these forces, 
first of all in the laws of chemical affinity, 
and later in the sexual activities of plants 
and animals, the Life-power provides itself 
with finer and finer vehicles of expression. 
At last the human organism appears, and it 
gees through progressive ref inements , from 
race to race. The continuation of the process 
is due to the exercise of the reproductive 
function, and few human personalities who are 
agents of this progressive development have 
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any awareness of what is really at work behind 
the compelling urges of the libido * 

Finally, there appear on earth men and 
women, a few in every generation, who are suf- 
ficiently receptive to the Life-power ’s higher 
levels of awareness to begin to register in 
their brains some measure of knowledge of what 
is really the true significance of this uni- 
versal mating urge. The earlier forms of this 
knowledge seem to have been imperfect. They 
were expressed in a phallic symbolism which 
seems crude and offensive to modern taste. 
Yet the truths discovered are not less valu- 
able because all their consequences were not 
perceived at first. YJhat has been learned 
since does not cancel nor contradict the 
awareness so strangely expressed by the phal- 
lic symbolism of ancient wise men. [_It is just 
as true as it ever was that man’s progress to 
the goal of illumination is conditioned by his 
understanding of the significance of his sex 
life.j 

By" controlling the drive of the libido we 
may go beyond the position of Kermanubis in 
Key 10, and rise to the point of conscious 
union with the Higher Self. Thus the cube 
symbolism shows the ascending line of south- 
west terminating at the end of the line of 
west-above, assigned to Samekh and Key 14. 

This line of west-above begins at the upper 
end of the line north-west, assigned to Lamed 
and Key 11. The current of energy in it moves 
from north to south. But the current of ener- 
gy in the line north-west moves from above to 
below. Consequently, though the line of west- 
above joins the upper end of the line north- 
west to the upper end of the line south-west, 
it receives no influence from the line north- 

west„ On the other hand, the current of 
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energy in the line north-above, corresponding 
to Teth and Ivey 8, moves frcm east to west • 
At the north-west upper corner, where the 
lines of Teth, Lamed and Samelch meet, the cur- 
rent flowing in the line north-above is divid- 
ed. Part of it flows down, through the line 
north-west. Part flows southward, through the 
line west-above. (Note that the letters Teth, 
Lamed and Samekh, by their serpentine form, 
represent three aspects of the Serpent Fire.) 

Since the current of energy in the line 
south-west moves upward , it contributes noth- 
ing to the current in the line west-above. 
The latter receives energy from the line cor- 
responding to Teth, but none from the line of 
the letter Nun. 

Note also that in. the symbolism of Key 14, 
the lion of Le« (Teth) is on one side of the 
angel, and the eagle of Scorpio (Nun) is on 
the other side. The angel, principal symbol 
of Key 14, is between the lion and the af*gle, 
\vhose relative positions are like those of the 
corresponding lines on the cube. 

Only the head of the lion and his fcrepaws 
are shown, and his body rests horizontally, 
with the hindquarters nearer the east than his 
head. The eagle’s whole body appears in the 
picture, and stands in a vertical position. 
Thus the positions of the bodies of the lien, 
and the eagle correspond to the positions of 
the lines to which these animals are assigned. 
By such careful attention to detail does Tarot 
indicate that it was worked out by men who 
were truly great adepts, familiar with all the 
correlations of the mystery language of Age- 
less ITisdom. 

An other point that should be considered in 
connection with the line west-above is that it 
is the western boundary of the upper face of 
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the cube. Thus it represents an activity car- 
ried on at the level of self-conscious aware- 
ness (above), and this activity is the goal or 
objective completing the work symbolized in 
Tarot by the Magician, 

Knowledge and Conversation of the Holy 
Guardian Angel is what the Magician aims to 
accomplish. The end toward which all the 
activities of human self-consciousness are 
directed is experimental verification of the 
truth that the personal life of every human 
being is actually under the guidance and 
direction of what Tarot pictures by the angel 
in Key 14. 

Understand, this verification does not at 
all bring about such guidance ana direction. 
The most ignorant man, utterly deluded by the 
illusion of personal separateness and inde- 
pendence, is just as certainly under such 
guidance as the most illuminated sage. Every 
human being is led and guided by the Holy 
Guardian Angel, Only a few are conscious- 
ly aware of this. To the mass of humanity the 
Holy Guardian Angel presents himself under the 
forbidding and dreadful aspect of the central 
figure in Key 15, which we shall begin to 
study in the next lessen. 

This week, test yourself in various trays. 
Test yourself with respect to your own earnest 
* desire to succeed in this work, to grasp the 
meaning of Ageless UTisdcm. Ask yourself such 
questions ass ’’Does my belief actually support 
me in the various crises of my daily experi- 
ence? If not, what does? YPno does v/hat I do, 
thinks what I think, feels what I feel? Is my 
stuejy and work transmuting the base metal of 
my personality into the gold of real attain- 
ment? Are ny desires becoming purer, ny 
mental processes clearer, ny intuitions better 
defined? 
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life cannot repeat too often that Ageless 
Tlisdcjn is not a creed, not a system of belief, 
not an escape from reality into a mirage of 
glittering generalities, Ilor is it a doctrine 
which puts aside until after death all hope of 
verifying its fundamentals. Plainly and spe- 
cifically, it declares that its basic princi- 
ples have been matters of human knowledge and 
experience in other days, and may be tested in 
the same rra.ys now. 

Just as plainly and specifically, it avers 
that such experience is not miraculous, that 
it may be repeated, as to its fundamentals, by 
any person willing to undertake the training 
of body and mind which makes it possible. It 
warns all who approach even the beginning Of 
the Path of Attainment that this ancient Tfay 
is not for cowards, not for the lukewarm, not 
for triflers. To the courageous, the zealous, 
the persevering, it offers evidences that 
admit no denial. It points out the way to 
attaining first-hand knowledge, and shows now 
to follow that way. 

At the same time it steadfastly refuses to 
communicate the higher aspects of this knowl- 
edge to persons who have not made ready their 
bodies and minds to receive such communica- 
tion. It never attempts the impossible feat 
of transmitting to those who ore not duly and 
truly prepared any part of those inner myster- 
ies which must always remain hidden by the 
veil of ignorance from such as are unready to 
look upon the face of truth. 
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LESSON THIRTY-THREE 
BONDAGE 

The first thing to learn in connection with 
Key 15 is that what manifests as bondage is an 
illusion, a wrong construction put upon the 
principle of limitation. This wrong construc- 
tion makes that principle take on the appearance 
of the Devil. The gross, repellant surface, of 
this Key represents that illusion, Y'ou must see 
through it to find out its true meaning. 

Let us begin by examining the number 15, 111 
Roman numerals this is XV. X and V are the last 
two letters of the word L.V.X. , which designates 
the One Force we concentrate by acts of atten- 
tion. That is, XV is L.V.X. , minus the L. 

The L is Lamed, which means ”to instruct,” 
when used as a verb, and ” ox-goad,” when used as 
a norm. L.V.X. minus L therefore suggests the 
absence of the equilibrating, directive power 
symbolized by Key 11. Hence from the number XV 
we have an intimation that the Key now before us 
represents the One Force, as it operates apart 
from human knowledge (Lamed as verb) and human 
direction (Lamed as noun). 

Yet XV is composed also of the numbers X and 
V. In Taret, X or 10, is the Wheel of Fortune, 
which symbolizes the mechanical aspect of the 
cosmic manifestations of the One Force. • 

Man's conception of the universe as mechanism 
has been built up from his observation of the 
cycles of the seasons, and from other observa- 
tions of recurrent phenomena, among which those 
studied by astronomers are very significant arid 
important. The greater part of the observations 
responsible for mechanistic theories and phil- 
osophies are in f ields below the human level. 
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The phenomena so observed seem to be the working 
of a blind aggregation of forces, operating by- 
necessity, according to the law of averages. 

This law of averages seems to be at work in 
what is called the survival of the fittest. Yet 
as evolution progresses, this law seems to work 
with somewhat diminished force. A poet Once 
wrote of the Life-force, ”How careful of the 
type it seems, how careless of the single life J” 
In the lower forms of life, countless numbers 
are wiped out of existence. Only the strongest 
•survive. Thus nature perfects her types. 

Behold hew different it is with men. Here 
thje survival of the individual takes on increas- 
ing importance, because a new principle is at 
work, , This principle is what Tarot pictures as 
Key 5, 6r V. It is the principle of conscious- 
ness , .‘which is hidden by the mechanical appear- 
ance of the universe. 

. Thus when man examines his environment, and 
the fields of existence below him, he builds in 
his mind the conception of mechanism symbolized 
by the ITheel of Fortune* Yihen he turns his 
attention inward, toward the Center of his own 
existence, he discovers the indwelling presence 
of the Great Revealer, the Hierophant* 

Thus X in XV represents the world of objec- 
tive appearances, through which nan gains his 
knowledge of the outer aspects of the manifesta- 
tion of the One Force* V in XV stands for the 
subjective world of consciousness whence man 
derives his knowledge of the significance of the 
whirling cycles of change revolving round him* 

By combining these two kinds of knowledge, X 
and V, man finds within himself a guidance which 
enables him to control his environment* He is 
waging a successful war against sickness, pover- 
ty and death. The war is not over, and in some 
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fields, the battle seems, as these words are 
written, to be more in favor of the forces of 
darkness than a victory for the forces of light. 

Yet those who have access to the occult rec- 
ords of the Inner School are not dismayed by the 
terrors of this age of transition. Even without 
such knowledge of ages even worse than this, 
from which humanity has emerged to enter periods 
of triumphant progress, the careful student of 
history finds little basis for assent to the 
gloomy predictions of another Dark Age. 

The civilization into which most readers of 
these pages were born is passing away before our 
eyes, but men and women who have caught the vis- 
ion rocorded in Tarot, and in other expressions 
of the knowledge of the Inner School, are confi- 
dent that this era is a prelude to a greater 
measure of freedom and enlightenment for all 
humanity. 

Even in the midst of the present confusion it 
is possible for one who has developed the degree 
of conscious unfoldment attained by the enlight- 
ened minority to achieve freedom for himself, in 
spite of the unsettled conditions which terrify 
most of mankind? The members of this enlighten- 
ed minority are able to act as channels for the 
superior powers whereby th« automat ic forces of 
nature, below the human level, may be con- 
trolled, and directed constructively. 

Those among them vrho are most advanced have 
long foreseen this era, and for centuries they 
have been preparing for the bringing into actual 
manifestation of that NUT ORDER OF THE AGES that 
is mentioned in one of the mottoes of the Great 
Seal of the United States. Largely as a result 
of their endeavors, forces are being brought to 
bear which will enable all mankind to exorcise 
the Devil by adding L to XV, and making V cen- 
tral, as in the word L.V.X. 
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Until very recently, the efforts of this 
enlightened minority have deen directed in the 
main toward seeking out and assisting individu- 
als to gain a greater measure of control over 
themselves and conditions. Since about the mid- 
dle of the nineteenth century, however, the 
Inner School has been active in bringing about a 
wider dissemination of Ageless Wisdom than could 
be effected in earlier periods of history. 

Today thousands are ready for instruction, 
where hundreds only were prepared in former 
times. Yet the enlightened are still in the 
minority, and mil be for some decades, or even 
centuries, to ccme. The main difference now is 
that the time has arrived “when they may, in many 
parts of the world, work openly without fear of 
persecution by Church or State, Here in the 
New World they are beginning to exercise, by 
various agencies, the superior power which is 
always the accompaniment and consequence of su- 
perior enlightenment, VJhile the Old Order falls 
in ruins, they are making ready for the New Era 
of light and freedom which is to witness a great 
advance toward the liberation of ALL humanity. 

There are several other points in connection 
with the number 15 which will help you to relate 
this Key to others in the series, 15 adds to 6, 
and by comparing Keys 15 and 6 you will see they 
are in contrast, yet contain similar details. 
It is as if Key 15 were a caricature of Key 6. 

15 is also the sum of the numbers from 0 to 
5, Thus, however unlikely it may appear at 
first, we may understand that the Devil suns up 
the pavers pictured in Tarot from the Fool to 
the Hierophant, inclusive. You have learned 
alo that 14 is related to 5, because 1 and 4 
add to 5, Now, since 15 is the "theosophic 
extension 11 of 5, there ought to be a connection 
between Keys 14 and 15, See how many evidences 
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of such a connection you can find by comparing 
the two Keys. 

The letter printed on Key 15 is Ayin. Its 
primary meaning is "eye." Other meanings are: 
"a fountain,” and "outward show, or superficial 
appearance*” 

For ages past, in all parts of the world, the 
All-seeing Eye has been a symbol of Deity. Thus 
Key 15, no matter how strange it may seem to un- 
accustomed minds, must have something to do with 
certain aspects of the One power theologians 
call God. Add to this the ideas related to the 
word ‘’fountain,” and you will begin to under- 
stand that this Key veils occult doctrines about 
God as the fountain of manifestation, or source 
of creation. Add now the third meaning of Ayin, 
and you will see that Key 15 must be interpreted 
as a symbol of the One Identity, considered as 
the source of the forms and appearances of rela- 

tive existence * 

The human eye, as the organ of vision, hints 
at a relationship between the ideas correspond- 
ing to Ayin and those connected with the attri- 
bution of the function of sight to the letter 
Heh, represented in Tarot by Key 4. It is a 
commonplace that the sense of sight, important 
as it is, is also a souroe of manifold illusions 
and deceptions. Every student of elementary 
psychology is familiar with the phenomena of 
optical illusions. We all know we must make 
mental adjustments, in order to interpret cor- 
rectly what we see. If a man standing on the 
observation platform of a train acoepted the 
report of his sense of sight at face value, he 
would be under the delusi cn that the parallel 
tracks over which the train had just passed had 
moved toward each other as they receded. 

Yet our eyes deceive us only if we let them. 
Here is a direct connection between the meaninp* 
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of the letter Ayin and the title of Key 15, for 
devil is derived from the Greek diabolos, 
meaning "a traducer, a slanderer," An old prov- 
erb says appearances are deceiving, and Jesus 
counselled his disciples to avoid judging by ap- 
pearance, In the New Testament, also, the Devil 
is called the "father of lies," that is, the 
progenitor, source, or principle of falsehood, 
confusion, error, fallacy and mental disorder. 

The Devil represents the fundamental error 
whence all other falsehoods proceed. This is 
the error of supposing that a reality called 
"Matter" is opposed to another reality named 
"Spirit," Or the error that matter is the only 
reality, and that what ever man designates by the 
noun "Spirit" is actually no more than an intel- 
lectual abstraction. 

The Sanskrit word for matter is Maya , and one 
of its meanings is "illusion." In contrast to 
the Occidental mind, which has a tendency to 
accept the world of appearances constituting the 
objective universe as the only reality, the 
philosophers of the Orient are inclined to 
interpret the objective, phenomenal world as an 
unreal phantasmagoria of ever-shifting appear- 
ances. 

Ageless Wisdom reconciles these opposing in- 
terpretations. It says the term real ity applies 
to both v/ or Ids. The outer world my be Maya, or 
illusi on, in one sense of that term. Yet be- 
cause what we call "Matter" is actually the "ap- 
pearance" of what we call "Spirit," as it enters 
the field of name and form, vre do not see how it 
is possible to separate the reality of the 
appearance from the reality of the One Identity 
which is making the appearance. 

Error creeps in when vie try to establish any 
such separation between the appearance arid what 
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may be termed the "Appearer . " The seeming "Two" 
are really "One,” and they are not in opposition 
to each other. 

Thus Qabalists attribute to the letter Ayin 
the twenty-sixth path on the Tree of Life. (The 
Tree of Life is a diagram showing the various 
relations between the different aspects of the 
Life-power. This diagram is, so to say, the 
skeleton or framework for the construction of 
the Tarot. ^ The number assigned to this path is 
important because 26 is the numeral value of the 
Divine Name IHVH, Jehovah. Moreover, the aspect 
of the Life -power corresponding to the twenty- 
sixth path is called the Renewing Intelligence, 
which is said to be so called ’’because by it the 
Holy God renews all that is begun afresh in the 
creation of the world.” 

Consider these words carefully. They are an 
important clue to what is meant by "creation.” 
For "begun afresh" distinctly intimates that the 
beginning of any cycle of creation is actually 
a renewal of activity related to other cycles, 
preceding this beginning. 

Consider this in connection with the meaning 
of Ayin as "f ountain," A fountain is a spring, 
whence flows water which nourishes the growth of 
plants, and makes waste places fertile. TJhere 
there is a fountain in a desert there is an 
oasis. Usually it is ringed with trees, and, 
when viewed from a height, looks like an eye in 
the face of the landscape. 

Yet the fountain in the oasis does not make 
the water which flows from it. It is the be- 
ginning of a little stream which trickles from 
it. This little stream joins itself with others 
until they all unite in a river which ultimately 
reaches the sea. The fountain "begins afresh," 
but is fed by rain falling from clouds, formed 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 

LESSON THIRTY-THREE 8 

by evaporation from the ocean. The fountain is 
not an original source. It is simply a point at 
the commencement of a particular cycle. 

In a magical manuscript of the sixteenth cen- 
tury, quoted by Eliphas Levi in the introduction 
to Transcendental Magic , we read that among the 
powers and privileges of an adept, those con- 
nected with the letter Ayin are: "To force 
nature to make him free at his pleasure." He 
find, moreover, these startling words in the 
first verse of the fourth chapter of the Gospel 
according to St. Matthew: "Then Jesus was led up 
into the wilderness by the Spirit, to be tempted 
by the devil." 

This is the literal translation of the Greek 
original. It provides an important clue to the 
mystery of Key 15. Note that the Spirit did the 
leading, for the specific purpose of testing 
Jesus by the temptation. Here bear in mind what 
you have learned from the two preceding lessons, 
concerning the need for verificaticn. The Devil 
begins to appear to have saae good use* 

Consider also what is written in Job 1:6: 
"Now there was a day 'when the sons of God came 
to present themselves before Jehovah, and Satan 
came also." There is no hint that Satan is pro- 
hibited from coming into Jehovah^ presence. He 
is one of the c onpany of the "Sons of God," or 
"Beni-El ohin. " 

In Qabalah, the Beni-Elohim are said to be a 
choir of angels associated with the "Sphere of 
Mercury," Or field of Mercurial influence. That 
is, they have to do with the phase of conscious- 
ness represented by Key 1, the Magician. This 
is the "Mercury «f the Sages," human self- 
consciousness, making contact with its environ- 
ment through the senses, among which the sense 
of sight is ohief. 
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Tfhat must we conclude from all this? First 
of all, that the appearances which deceive us 
are necessary to the manifestation of the Life- 
power. Furthermore, that to attain to our full 
stature as human beings, so that vre are in a 
position to force nature to make us free at our 
pleasure, we must be subjected to tests and 
trials of our faith, and these trials are im- 
posed on us by appearances. 

The whole book of Job is an elaboration of 
this theme. So are the four Gospels. The 
"mystery of evil" is no mystery to those who 
have met and passed the trials of faith. Every 
person who has left a report of his experience 
of the higher order of knowing has testifiod 
that in that experience all consciousness of 
evil vanishes. 

"All very well," you may say, "but I an 
acutely aware of the economic, political and 
social evils of the present day. I have sane 
shortcomings myself, and most of the people 
around me are simply dreadful. No amount of 
fine theory will erase the slums, raze the hos- 
pitals, empty the insane asylums and prisons." 

Granted. Yet the way of life which leads t» 
realization of man’s true place in the schema 
of things does more than banish consciousness 
of evil. It brings with it power to transmute 
all semblances of evil into manifestations ef 
positive good. Thus the magical manuscript 
alread quoted ends with these words : 

"The wise man rules the elements, stills 
tempests, cures the diseased by his touch, and 
raises the dead ... The initiates know, and 
as for others, whether they deride, doubt, «r 
believe, whether they threaten or fear— what 
matters it to science or to us?" 

Until we experience the higher order of 
knowing, we may have difficulty with the vari- 

\ 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 

LESSON THIRTY-THREE 10 

ous appearances of evil* We may wonder why 
appearances are so often deceiving. Bub even 
without this higher knowledge, reason will take 
us far. Logic forces us to attribute the mani- 
festation of the visible universe to a power 
which is essentially good. A power, moreover, 
which is wholly wise . Thus it follows that 
even if appearances are deceiving, appearance 
itself is necessary for the perfect manifesta- 
tion of the Life-power. The manifest universe, 
as Oriental philosophers assert, nay be Maya , 
but, on the hypothesis that it proceeds from an 
all-wise, all-good, all-powerful Source, then, 
whether we can explain it or not, we are forced 
to conclude that this power to deceive the hu- 
man mind, and originate all sorts of delusion, 
is somehow useful, somehow part of the univer- 
sal order. 

This involves no denial whatever of the 
various appearances of relative evil. Nor docs 
Ageless Wisdom narcotize us into an indifferent 
acceptance of these appearances at face value. 
Precisely these persons who have done most to 
banish illness, sorrow and pain from the lives 
•f their contemporaries are the persons viho 
bear witness to the reality of a higher order 
of knowing, in whic h all consciousness of evil 
disappears. 

Here Tarot affords us a clue by the attribu- 
tion to Key 15 of the zodiacal sign Capricorn, 
which is ruled by Saturn, planet of limitation 
and restriction. In Capricorn, moreover. Mars 
is exalted, or has its highest field of expres- 
sion. Thus we may expect to find in Key 15 a 
symbolic representation of a power which both 
binds and liberates. 

In its binding aspect it creates form. All 
form has definite limitations. All release of 
energy, as we saw in our study of Key 13, which 
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represents another aspect of the operation of 
the Mars fcrce, requires dissolution of forms. 
In Capricorn, then, these opposite aspects of 
Reality are brought together. 

As applied to the keyword of our lesson, the 
meaning is this : Form necessitates limitation, 
and in our experience limitation is bondage. 
Yet the very limitations v/hich gall us may 
become spurs to action r.hic h sets us free. 

See how clearly this is indicated by the 
first column of Keys in the tableau given in 
Lesson, 2, page 7. The exercise of concentra- 
tion (Key 1) puts into operation the law of 
suggestion (Key 8), which results in a renevretl 
of consciousness that releases us from bondage 
(Key 15). Yfhen the force of Mars, represented 
by the red robe of the Magician, is brought to 
bear through concentration, it brings about a 
regeneration which dissolves the appearances of 
limitation. 

Through Ayin, again. Key 15 is associated 
YJith the idea of Mirth. Laughter is caused by 
perception of the incongruous. It is but a 
step from this to the truth that joy results 
from the perception of the incongruity between 
appearances of limitation and the truth that 
man is the immediate agent of the One Identity. 
Experimental verification of this truth brings 
an experience of the most intense bliss, far 
beyond, yet comparable to, the most ecstatic 
sense-experiences known to man. 

Finally, to return to the title of Key 15, 
there is an old saying, “The Devil is God as H* 
is misunderstood by the racked. " This means 
that the monstrous figure in Key 15 is a symbol 
of man’s ignorant notions of the true nature of 
Reality, and more especially, of man’s false 
opinions concerning his oun place in the scheme 
of things. This ignorance is the real Devil, 
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and because it may be overcome, they who set 
their feet upon the ancient Way of Liberation 
learn how to banish the Devil and destroy his 
works . 

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 

As you color Key 15 this week, notice par- 
ticularly that this hideous figure is an impos- 
sible combination of incongruities. Never did 
this nightmare shape exist outside the realm of 
disordered fancy, and it never can. 

» • 

YELLOW* Insignia above cross below navel of 
devil. The hair of the male and female 
figures, the torch flame, and the tail of 
the male figure are yellew, shot with 
« red. 

GREEN t Tail of female figure. 

BROWN: Feathers, legs and horns of devil, 

torch handle, foreground, body and wings 
of devil (this is more effective if a 
little gray be mixed with diluted brown, 
to give a dull, earthy coler.) 

WHITE: Star, beard, horns of male and female 

figures. 

STEEL Chain and ring. 

RED: Cross on devil’s body, grapes on tail 

of female figure, devil’s eyes. (Also 
note what is said under Yell ow. ) 
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LESSON THIRTY-FOUR 
YHE DEVIL 

The black background of Key 15 represents 
darkness. It is a symbol of ignorance. It 
refers also to Saturn, the planet ruling Capri- 
corn, because the color black, especially in 
heraldry, stands for this planet. 

The central figure is an an drogyn e goat, 
having the wings of a bat, the arms and hands 
of a man, and the legs and feet of an eagle. 
The wings refer to the designation of the Devil 
as "prince of the power of the air," They in- 
dicate a subtle energy in the atmosphere, \vhich 
energy is one of the powers controlled by prac- 
tical occultists. 

The eagle's legs and feet refer to the sign 
Scorpio, ruled by Mars, which planet is exalted 
in Capricorn. The Scorpio forces must be puri- 
fied in the fires of test and trial if xre are 
to be released frcm bondage. 

The arms and hands of the monster are shovm 
in a gesture resembling that made by the Magi- 
cian. The difference is that the uplifted hand 
is open, and bears on its palm the astrological 
symbol of Saturn, signifying limitation. 

The position of the fingers of the Devil's 
right hand is also a contrast to the gesture of 
esotericism made by the Hierophant. The Devil 
seems to be saying, "What is visible, vrhat can 
be grasped by the senses, is all there is." 

This is the basic fallacy of materialism. 
In the symbolism of the Devil's hand it is 
associated with tbs sign of the planet Saturn, 
because materialism is the cause of man's worst 
limitations. 
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The inverted torch in the Devil’s left hand 
burns wastefully, and gives little light. It 
'is typical of the false light of pseu d o- 
science. It represents also the blazing torch 
of revolution and rebellion. 

On the Devil’s body, just below the navel, a 
symbol of Mercury refers to the activity of the 
subtle processes of digestion and assimilation. 
These, under the influence of Mercury* in Virgo, 
,Are brought under control in the work* of prac- 
tical occultism. This work is a combination of 
mental processes, indicated by the yellow upper 
half * of the Mercury symbol, with bodily re- 
sponses or reactions, represented by the red 
cross forming the lower half of the symbol. 

ihe„ Devil’s eyes are red, because Mars, cor- 
responding to that color, is exalted in the 
sign Capricorn. They emphasize the meanings of 
the letter Ayin, and refer also to the fact 
that Sight is attributed to the letter Heh, and 
thus to Aries, a sign ruled by Mars. 

The inverted pentagram between the Devil’s 
horns is the most evil of all signs of black 
magic. Cfhe essence of black magic is mental 
inversion, rooted in the belief that the Self 
of man is dominated by the elements composing 
his physical environment.^) Thus the inverted 
pentagram is a symbol of falsehood, because it 
is never true that Spirit can be dominated by 
matter. 

The pedestal is a half— cube, representing 
imperfect understanding of the physical world, 
because this world is often symbolized by a 
cube. At the front of the pedestal is a large 
ring. To it are fastened chains which bind the 
two smaller figures. 

These typify the human conscious and sub- 
conscious minds. The bondage of delusion is 
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a consequence of nan's erroneous interpretation 
of the nature of the physical universe. 
The hoofs, horns and tails of these little 
prisoners intimate that delusion bestializes 
man. 

On the Cube of Space, Key 15 is represented 
by the line West-Below, shown in Figs. 1 and 2 
of the diagram accompanying Lesson 18. This 
line connects the lower ends of the lines 
North-West and South-West. It designates an 
activity working at the subconscious level.* It 
is the lower boundary of the ■western face of 
the Cube, and is also the western boundary of 
the lower face. 

Considered under the first of these two 
aspects, it represents the operation of what is 
shown in Key 10, at work on subconscious levels 
of manifestation. Considered under the second 
of these two aspects, it represents the subcon- 
scious element in the L&xr of Rotation. 

Actually, these are simply two ways of de- 
scribing one and the same activity. Hence they 
are represented on the Cube by the single line 
of West-Below. 

In terms of Tarot, then, we may say that Key 
15 shows how the power represented by the High 
Priestess manifests itself in the Law of Rota- 
tion, and shows also those aspects of the Law 
of Rotation vhioh operate in the universe, and 
in the life of man, below the level of con- 
scious axrareness. 

The current of energy in this line moves 
from North to South. It combines the current 
passing from East to West along the line of 
North-Below -with the current passing from Above 
to Below along the line North-West. 

Key 1€ therefore represents activity which 
combines the forces of Key 9 with those of Key 
11. Here is an important clue to the practical 
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meaning of the Key. £ It shows us that whatever 
is represented by the symbolism of the Devil 
ccmbines the secret forces of Virgo and Libra/J 

The line PJest-Below is opposite the line 
East-Below. The latter is related to the Char- 
iot and to the sign Cancer, the zodiacal oppo- 
site of Capricorn, which corresponds to the 
line TJest-Beluw. Furthermore, the line Yfest- 
Below is diagonally opposite the line East- 
Above, and we have seen that there is a hint of 
this opposition in the symbolism of Keys 6 and 
15. 

In practical occultism Key 15 represents a 
force which combines the energy released into 
the physical organism through the functions of 
the Virgo region • (as explained in Lessons 21 
and 22), with the. force specialized by the 
adrenals, governed by Libra. 

In one sensle, all these forces are really 
phases in the operation of the One Foroe. Yet 
each phase is distinct, and has its own. pecul- 
iar characteristics. As an illustration of the 
same general principle, we nay think of the One 
Force as electricity, which may be specialized 
through appropriate instruments into various 
kinds of activity. Passing through the fill 
ament of an electric lamp, it manifests as 
light. Sent through the coil of a stove, it 
becomes heat. One manifestation enables us to 
read at night. The other warms a room, or 
cooks a meal. But we do not try to read by the 
light of a stove, nor cook a dinner over an 
electric bulb. 

To speak of anything so obvious may seem out 
of place in a course of lessons meant for the 
Instruction of intelligent men and women. Yet 
it is necessary, because so many appear to be- 
lieve that one needs only to make contact with 
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the central source of the One Force in order to 
accomplish all things. Again and again we have 
been asked what good there is in "all this 
technical knowledge . K Often the question is 
put by a person describing himself as an 
"advanced student,” v. r ho has spent years reading 
occult literature, and has been a member of one 
or more "very occult” societies. 

Failure to grasp yhis principle accounts fer 
the laok of success attending the efforts o£ 
many genuinely earnest students. It needs t • 
be said often that practical occultism is Qust 
as full of inevitable technicalities as practi- 
cal exoteric science. Our conquest o f the., 
inner world of occult forces is made by the 
same kind of procedure which has brought about 
our conquest of the outer world . 

In SEVER STEPS, Lesson 1, is a quotation 
from Eliphas Levi, describing the Astral Light* 
Add to it these words from the same author: 

"This electro-magnetic ether, this vital and 
luminous caloric, is represented on ancient 
monuments by the girdle of Isis, whic h twines 
in a love-knot round two poles, by the bull- 
headed serpent, by the serpent with the head of 
a goat or a dog, and by the serpent biting its 
own tail, emblem of prudence and cf Saturn. It 
is the winged dragon of Medea, the double 
serpent of the caduoeus, and the tempter of 
Genesis. Lastly, it is the devil of exoteric 
dogmatism, and is really the blind force which 
souls must conquer, in order to detach them- 
selves from the chains of earth." 

Rot, in Genesis the tempter is called HChSh, 
and this noun Rachash is closely related to the 
word translated in the Authorized Version as 
"brass," though it really means copper, the 
metal of Venus. The number of NChSh is 358, 
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the . same 
signifying 



Christos* 

What is hinted by this numeral identity? 
This, that the agency of temptation and that of 
release are one and the same* The Life-power 
is the cause both of bondage and of liberation* 
When we do not understand them, the laws of the 
Life-power’s self-expression seem t o be cur 
adversaries. When we come to know that all 
manifestation proceeds frbm the One Identity, 
we discover that a reversal of relationship is 
possible, so that what seems to be against us 
^s, transformed into the means for our release 
from all restriction* 

Then Eliphas Levi speaks of the Astral Light 
as blind , he employs a subtlety of language. 
The force is blind only so long as we are 
unaware of its true nature* ' When we ourselves 
see the truth, this, fcrce becomes the vehicle 
of our vision. Hence it is connected with 
Ay in, the Eye. 

The secret of release is to get the penta- 
gram right side up. Man’s monstrous imaginary 
creation, the Devil, is really none other than 
God, as God seems to men who have an upside- 
down conception of the I AM* £ To know w hat the 
Self of man really is dispels the delusion that 
Spirit is dominated by the elcmentsT] When this 
delusion is overcome, the powerleS'snoss of evil 
becomes elf-evident, and the works of the 
Devil are destroyed* 

Learn to laugh at appearances. Laugh at the 
notion of a Devil. The most effective resist- 
ance to error is ridicule. Laugh at the Devil, 
and he, and all his angels, will flee. 
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AY*AKEHINCr 


Vie come now tc the second stage of spiritual 
unf oldraent , which is the awakening from the 
dream of sense, from the nightmare of bondage. 
The first stage represented by Key 15, is that 
of the realization of the nature of bondage, 
and the perception that it is, after all, only 
a bad dream, " * 

Key 16 is ebviously a picture of destruc- 
tion, but it is important to notice that the 
source of the destructive power is the sun, and 
that the disintegrating force comes forth as a 
flash of lightning. This refers to the flash . 
of superconsciousness whie h constitutes the 
first awakening. 

It is the first moment of clear vision, af- 
ter which the person to whom it comes is never 
again quite the same as he was beforo. It is 
like the hatching *€ a ehiek from the egg. 
Another life opens before it. So it is ’with 
man. At the moment of sudden illumination pic- 
tured by Key 16, he receives an initiation, and 
from then on he belongs to a new order of 
creatures , 

In The Book of Tokens , the meditation on the 
letter Pel; (to which Key 16 is attributed) 
saysj 

’'Verily destruction, is the foundation, 
of existence. 

And in the tearing-dorm thou seest 
Is but the assembling of material 
For a grander structure," 

A little observation mil convince you that 
destruction IS really the basis of existence. 
Our entire lives are spent in the disintegra- 
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tion of forms for the sake ef building up 
other forms. Power is released by disintegra- 
tion. The f o*d we eat, the clothes wear , 
the automobiles we ride in, are all in process 
of destruction from the first moment we put 
them into use. In the act of destruction 
itself lies all the utility we can extract from 
any of these things. 

In the experience of spiritual unfoldment, 
awakening is distinctly a destructive process. 
All the customary wrong thinking and wrong aat- 
ing must go. The false sense of personal will, 
of personal autonomy, of personal self-action, 
must be destroyed. 

This is not a oomfortable process, \7hen one 
is forced to recognize the truth that some of 
his most cherished beliefs are false, the con- 
sequent readjustment is not easy. Yet the wise 
in every age have testified that this destruc- 
tion is essentially a gathering of materials 
for a grander structure. 

The first chapter of the Gospel according to 
St. John saysi “In the beginning v/as the Yford, 
and the Yford was with God, and the Word was 
God. All things wore made by Himj and without 
Him ms not anything made that was nude. That 
which hath been made was life in Him, and the 
life was the light of men." 

This passage refers to the power which you 
have been studying since the first lesson C!f 
SEVEN STEPS. You have learned that this power 
is not only the source ef the forces used in 
creation, integration and reproduction, but 
that from it spring also the forces manifest in 
the opposites of these. 

Hence The Book of Tokens , in the meditation 
on Peh (which means literally "the mouth of man 
as the organ of speech") states: 
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"I am the Iiouth, irhence issueth the breath 
of life; 

I am the all-devouring one 
Tiber eunto all things return." 

This is the power which is active in the 
disintegration of the old forms of personal 
consciousness. It rends the veil which hides 
truth from our eyes. The teaching that this 
breaking down of form is fundamental in the 
process of the Life-power’s self -manifestation 
is very important. 

The practical occultist has to learn that he 
eannct hope t« reach any goal he may have set 
for himself without first breaking down the 
conditions in which he finds himself when he 
formulates his desire. In occultism, as in 
everything elf e, we cannot have our cake and 
eat it, tee. (Before we may find release from 
the chains which bind us, we must learn how to 
break the; 



The tin© to begin this process of breaking 
down the old limiting forms is NOIT, not some 
time in the future. You have already made a 
good start. You are aware of your limitations. 
You are making an effort to transcend then. 
This is witnessed by the fact that you have 
followed the instruction thus far. 

As you proceed with it, other practical 
methods for combatting your limitations will be 
given you, and things of splendor will unfold 
within you. Your first step is to apply in 
your daily life the principles represented by 
the Tarot Keys, so as to build those principles 
into the structure of your own being. 

The number 16 says as much. Right discrim* 
ination, the principle represented by Key 6, is 
necessary in this work. Apply this principle 
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through acts of concentration, typified by Key 
1, and you will find that each day’s experience 
brings you some measure of the av.ukening so 
strikingly pictured here. Superficial observa- 
tion Trill not suffice. You must give attention 
to the meaning of your thoughts, desires and 
actions. Thus you apply the principle of limi- 
tation to overcome limitation. 

He who is proficient in concentration rarely 
places himself in embarrassing situations by 
rash and unconsidered action. He thinks before 
he acts, and then acts wisely. The planet Mars 
is related to Key 16 through the letter Peh, 
and in exoteric astrology Mars, is the planet of 
war, and of rash action. Yet it is also the 
planet of the driving force behind all sueoess- 
ful activity. The way the Mars force manifests 
in us depends, therefore, on whether we direct 
it so as to make full use of its driving power, 
or whether we permit it to control us, thu3 
inducing rash and foolish activity. 

The Mars force is the propulsive energy of 
desire. Direction of desire is not repression. 
No man without powerful desires and emotions 
ever attains to the heights of mastery. IThen 
one tries to repress the Mars force, it sooner 
or later breaks loose in a burst of terrific 
destruction. Books on analytical psychology 
tell of many horrible examples of human wreck- 
age caused by the repression of desire. 

The channels through which the desire foroe 
finds expression are, however, normally under 
our conscious control. It is perfectly natural 
to manage the desire-nature. Key 1, the Magi- 
cian, shows how. Formulate your desires, using 
intelligent discrimination, and then bring them 
into manifestation by concentration. Make your 
mental images of the desired results sharp and 
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clear, so that subconsciousness \vill receive 
definite impressions. Then the activity of the 
dynamic Mars force will make your dreams cone 
true. 

Some very old versions of Key 16 are named 
n The House of God.” Others are called ”The 
Fire of Heaven.” Still others bear the title, 
”The Lightning-struck Tower.” The title in our 
version is a short form of this third variant. 
There is a tradition that it refers to the fall 
of the Tower cf Babel, at vjhich time human 
speech is said to have become a confusion of 
tongues. 

Thus the title is related to the notion of 
speech which is connected with the letter Peh. 
The old Bible story indicates that it is a mis- 
taken use of language to try to reach heaven by 
means of a structure of words. The correct use 
of language is to direct the forces of nature, 
by making words the tools of Organized thought. 
"When we try to use words to define supercon- 
scious states, whic h are actually beyond words, 
the inevitable result is confusion* 

This week, as you color Key 16, observe its 
details closely. Try to get some hint of their 
deeper meaning, and make note of -whatever id.oas 
may come to you. 

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 

TELLOlls Two bands on crovm that look like 
rope; star; cram of woman. The Yods ar* 
yellow, with a tongue of red in the gen- 
eral shape of a Yod in the lower right 
corner of each. A preponderance of red, 
shot with ye 1 lav, makes them more realis- 
tic. 

BLUE: Dress of woman; hose of man. 
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GOLD: Crown, except yellow parts, lightning- 

flash. 

GRAY: Tower, clouds (heavy storm clouds, as 

in Key 10). 

BROWN: Top of cliff is made a lighter 

br ovm. 

BLONDE : 17 Oman * s hai r . 

RED: Boots and coat of man, shoes 

(See also under yellow.) 
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LESSON THIRTY-SIX 
THE TGWER 

The lightning-flash in Key IS is a reference 
to the words of the Book of Formation ( 1:5): 
“The appearance of the ten spheres out of noth- 
ing is like a flash of lightning, being without 
end. His word is in them when they emanate and 
when they return,"- Thus the lightning-flash is 
a symbol of the power of the creative Word, and 
so properly corresponds to the letter Peh, 
since the letter-name means the mouth as the 
organ of speech. 

The flash comes from a solar disk, to show 
that the active force at work in the picture is 
a phase of the working of the Life-power, in 
spite of the seeming destruction wrought by it. 
The disk is in the same corner of the picture 
as the sun in Key 0. Review what is said in 
Lesson 4 concerning this. Remember that the 
reproductive force is the Mars force, which 
establishes another link with the attribution 
of Mars to Peh, 

The lightning-flash is so drawn that it is a 
diagram of the complete expression of the ten 
aspects of the Life-power which are mentioned 
in The Pattern on the Trestleboard, This sym- 
bolism is borrowed from a diagram familiar to 
Qabalists, 

In relation to the second stage of spiritual 
unfoldment, the lightning indicates the sudden 
illumination, or flash of inspiration, whioh 
cones to us when we have faced, our particular 
problem boldly, and have concentrated on it the 
full force of the Life-power, by means of pro- 
longed acts of attention. Notice that the end 
Of the thunderbolt 5s formed like an arrowhead. 
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an ancient character for the letter Beth, which 
is the alphabetical symbol of initiative, and 
of the actual beginning of a cycle of activity, 
corresponding to Key 1 of Tarot. 

The t cv/er is built of brick, laid in twenty- 
two courses. Thus it represents a structure of 
human speceh, because the components of speech 
are the letters of the alphabet, and in Hebrew 
these are twenty-two, 

• This tower is a structure of human error and 
ignorance, yet it is at tile same time a House 
of God. Nothing is more true than that these 
physical personalities of ours, even though 
they be struct tires which incorporate our false 
notions, are at the same time Temples of the 
Living God. The ugliness and inadequacy of eur 
bodies, their want of comeliness and grace, are 
caused by the influence on subconsciousness of 
our false thinking, expressed by erroneous use 
of words. 

Hence the lightning-flash of true perception 
always makes itself felt in the physical body, 
because there must be a period of physical 
readjustment, before our bodies can be vehicles 
for the expression of the higher levels of 
c on sc i ousnes s . 

The crown which is knocked off the top of 
the tower is a symbol of will-power, because 
the Hebrew noun Kether, meaning "crown,” is a 
synonym for "will". This, however, is a false 
crown, a symbol of mere usurpation, and its 
nature is exposed by the four letters M with 
which it is ornamented. 

In Hebrew, M is Mem, and the numeral value 
of Mem, 40, multiplied by 4 is 160, the number 
of the proper name Q I N, Cain. Cain, the 
first murderer, personifies the false idea of 
will power, the notion that every person has a 
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mil of his own, separate from, the will-power 
of other persona, and from the Cosmic Will. 

Right knowledge begins vrith a flash of per- 
ception which makes us realize that no detail 
of our personal experience can be separated 
from the total expression of the Life-power’s 
activity. However brief this flash of realiza- 
tion nay be, it overthrows the notion of a 
separate personal will; and it also disrupts 
mental structures based on the error that we 
are living our lives in perpetual antagonism to 
the universe and to the lives of our neighbors. 
This lie is behind every murder, Jt is eradi- 
cated by even the br i o£e st * pore ept i on of the* 
fundamental unity of all that exists. 

The falling figures represent ‘the two modes 
of personal consciousness. The man is self- 
consciousness, the woman subconsoiousness'. The 
flash of inspiration upsets all our former 
conceptions of the nature of personal con- 
sciousness, and reverses our former ways of 
thinking. ’ * * ’• 

In Key 16 the figures are clothed, because 
they hide their true nature from each other 
while man remains in the state of ignorant sep- 
arateness. In this connection, remember that 
clothes are symbols of shame and sin. 

Twenty-two Yods are shown, suspended in air. 
Ten are on one side of the tower, so disposed 
that they form the Qabalistic diagram of the 
Tree of Life. The twelve on the other side are 
arranged symmetrically also. These Yods stand 
for the twenty-two letters of the Hebrew alpha- 
bet, because every Hebrew letter is said to be 
some aspect of the letter Yod. 

Thus these Yods floating in air represent 
the sum-total of cosmic forces. They stand, 
also, for the elements of the Creative Word!, 
and for the powers of human personality. 
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They are sham hanging in space, to present 
symbolically the idea that none of these forces 
has a physical foundation. This idea is just 
the reverse of that suggested by the reeky, 
isolated peak on vhich the tower is erected,. 
Note that this peak is the same color as the 
Devil's body. 

The average person thinks his life has a 
physical basis. He supposes it to be sustained 
by food, air, water , and the various physical 
forces of his environment. Ageless Wisdom says 
just the opposite. It declares explicitly that 
the one Life-power is the basi3 of all manifes- 
tation whatsoever, physical or otherwise It 
by no means denies the importance, much less 
the actual existence, of the physical plane; 
but it does say that the physical world is an 
.expression of the powers of spiritual life. 
Thus it declares that instead of life being 
supported by the conditions of physical ex- 
istence, these conditions are caused and main- 
tained by life. 

It is undoubtedly true that certain definite 
physical conditions must obtain in order that 
the functions of human personality may be exer- 
cised here on earth. It is not true that these 
conditions are either cause or support for such 
terrestrial functions of human personality. 
The true cause is the Life-power itself, and it 
is the Eif e-power which manifests itself in 
every physical condition, in every physical 
force. The conditions are the effects, net the 
causes, of manifestation. 

Thus Ageless Wisdom holds causation to be 
vital, rather than physical. In our day thia 
conception of causation is not in fashion, any 
more than the conception that the earth is 
round was in fashion in the days of Columbus. 
It is true, nevertheless, and it is demonetra- 
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bl.y true. Nor is it any less true because 
relatively few persons now living are able to 
Esko the demonstration. 

Not every person can play a concerto. They 
who have sufficient musical talent, and have 
devoted themselves to hours of practice, are 
able to do so. Similarly, there are persons on 
earth today who are sufficiently acquainted 
with the laws of life, and sufficiently skilled 
in applying them, because they have practiced, 
so that they oan control physical conditions. to 
an extent which seems to be miraculous, • ... 

Such virtuosi in the art of living have a 
command of their bodies, arid, through their 
regenerated bodies, of their environment, which 
enables them to do many extraordinary things. 
Yet they all bear 7/it ness that at. one stage of 
their development they were just as ignerant of 
the laws of life efs are most persons today. 
They met the same problems m are meeting, and 
faced the same difficulties. At one time in 
their experience, they were as much in the dark 
as we seem to be. They supposed causation ms 
physical, and they thought they were "going it 
alone." Like the tower, their house of person- 
ality was reared on a peak of selfish isolation 
from the rest of humanity, and it m3 crowned 
with the usurper’s diadem of belief in personal 
will. 

Then there came a day when, like lightning, 
a flash of clear perception reversed their 
former opinions. Darkness closed round them 
again, for at this stage of spiritual unfold- 
ment, the light is not continuous. Yet they 
remembered what they had seen, and the con' 
sequence of that recollection ms a radio 7 
change in the fundamental conception on w* 
their whole conduct of life ms based. 
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We must mate the same change, but before we 
can make it, vre have to pass through the same 
experience* If you have had this experience 
already, you will understand the deeper impli- 
cations of Key 16. If you have not had it, 
this lesson will help prepare you for the 
sudden, terrible, yet wonderful awakening which 
will end your dream of separation and bring 
you near the beginning of the Way. 

In the directional attributions • f the 
Hebrew letters, Peh is assigned to North. This 
is the. .place of greatest symbolic darkness. 
Thus Masonic ledges have no statim in the 
North, “ because it is said that the sun never 
shone on the north side of the temple at Jeru- 
salem* 

Compare this darkness symbolism with the 
color of the pillar on the left, or ncfcth, side 
of- Key and with the color of the sphinx on 
the 'same side of Key 7. Note that the pillar 
marked ^faith Seth is associated with the idea ef 
strength , and that, in Hebrew wisdom, the word 
translated streng th may be rendered also as 
severity , which is suggested by the forbidding 
expression of the black sphinx in Key 7, 

The idea behind this association of darkness 
and North with strength is tho idea that those 
powers which are, te the average mind, veiled 
in darkness, are the powers which bring release 
and enlightenment. The occult forces are lib- 
erating forces. TJhat inspires fear and terror 
in the mind of a savage is what a eivilized man 
employs to set himself free from a thousand 
limitations which restrict a savage. 

Nothing in nature inspires man with greater 
fear than lightning. Yet the civilized man 
annihilates distance by telephone, telegraph, 
and wireless. By this willing servant of human 
intelligence he sends words and pictures round 
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the world. In hours he makes Journeys that 
took days and months only a few years ago, and 
the lightning-flash in a gas-engine makes this 
possible. 

This is inhy the Emperor faces North. Human 
reasoning is always ocncerned with the unknown, 
with what is concealed from the average mind. 

He who conquers his fear of darknes is able 
to discover the secrets it hides, and to bring 
them and himself to light. 

In Job 37:22 we read, "Fair weather ccmeth 
from the north," but the margin of the' King 
James Version substitutes "gold" ,for. "fair 
weather," and this is the more accurate trans- . 
lation. In Hebrew it reads: MTzPVNZHB IAThH, 
and the numeral value of this phrase is 696, 
which is the number of ASh HShMIM, Esh ha- 
shamaim, "Fire of heaveni" This last is the 
same as the French title for Key 16, . "Le Feu. 
de Ciel. " .... 

This passage from Job is the text for a long 
alchemical commentary in the Qabalistio Book of 
Purifying Fire, but discussion of this must be 
reserved for our texts on Hermetic Science. 
The point to be brought out now is that here is 
rather more than a hint that by "Mars" and by 
"North" the wise men of old indicated their 
knowledge of the same force now named "elec- 
tricity." What is more, they knew that the 
occult force they symbelized by a flash of 
lightning is the basis for those inner modifi- 
cations of the personal vehicle which result in 
enlightenment. This aspect of the cosmic vital 
electricity they represented also by a serpent. 
Hence, in Key 6 there is a serpent on the north 
side of the picture, and in Key 10 a serpent is 
descending on the north side of the wheel. 

Thus we may interpret "Gold ccmeth frcm the 
north," as meaning, "Enlightenment has its 
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origin in the hidden sources of power "which 
arouse the emotion of terror in the minds of 
the ignorant*" 

Remembering that a fundamental activity «f 
the Mars force in human personality is the 
stimulation of desire, devote yourself this 
week to & study of your desires. Most of us 
are beset by a Veritable mob of miscellaneous 
desires. Mary of them are unimportant, weak, 
ephemeral. An enlightebad man is a loan of 
comparatively few desires, but those he has are 
doop, powerful, one-pointed. Such a man shoots 
straight at his mark, permitting nothing to 
deflect his purposeful aim. His thoughts dwell 
on what he has decided to be and de. His mind 
pictures it clear ly. His activity is directed 
to its attainment* 

Select your most important desire. Do not 
■ allow less important ones to interfere with it* 
Yielding to the influence of small desires dis- 
sipates energy you can apply to truly important 
work. 

This practice is difficult, easy as it is to 
describe. To bring the desire nature complete- 
ly under control takes long, steady drill. On 
this account, do not drop the practice at the 
end of this week. Keep at it continually. De- 
sire is the power that achieves, and the art of 
directing this power is the basis of all kinds 
of mastery. 
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LESSON THIRTY-SEVEN 
REVELATION 

The third stage of spiritual unf oldment rep- 
resented by Tarot is Revelation* Revelation is 
unveiling , disclosure , discovery * The discovery 
is not made by the seeker for truth. It is made 
to him. He receives the revelation. He does 
not lift the veil of Isis. She unveils herself. 

Thus Key 17 pictures something v/hich operates 
from above the level of human personal con- 
sciousness. Disclosures made at this stage are 
not perceived by the physical senses. They are 
not conclusions reached by the reasoning mind, 
as a consequence of observing externals. Quite 
the reverse. These revelations come v/hen the 
reasoning mind is completely stilled and the 
senses sealed. , 

Tzaddi is the Hebrevr letter assigned to Key 
17 • Its name means "fish-hook. u A fish-hook is 
a symbol for angling. Hence it is related to 
our ideas of experimentation, quest and re- 
search. 

The quest is for something not yet definitely 
realized. It is a groping, a feeling one’s way, 
a "fishing" for something. Thus the symbol of a 
fish-hook stands for an agency or instrumental- 
ity whereby one endeavors to solve problems or 
enigmas. It typifies a means for discovering 
secrets, or a method v/hereby one follows a clue 
leading to the understanding of a mystery. 

Meditation is this agency symbolized by a 
fish-hook. The Qabalistic Book of Formation at- 
tributes this activity to Tzaddi,' and the Hebrew 
verb (not found in the Bible, but occur ing 
often in Rabbinical writings, means to think, to 
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speculate, to fancy . Like the English v. r ord con- 
template , it implies the marking out of a fiold 
of observation, limited in extent, wherein tho 
whole force of attention may be brought to boar 
on some object of thought, 

Patanjali defines meditation as 11 an unbroken 
flow of knowledge in a particular object," Vfe 
shall see that the symbolism of Key 17 agrees 
with this definition. Meditation is close, 
continued thought. It is deep reflection. It 
is a continual dwelling on one central idea, a 
diving down into the depths of the mind for the 
various associations connected with the main 
thought— that is, fishing for truth. 

You will note that such associations of 
ideas are the basis of Tarot practice. You 
will find this carried out even further when, 
later on, you- come to the detailed study ©f 
Qabalistic correspondences and the Tree ef 
Life. 


Keys 1 
of the 
definite 
(Key 1). 
resented 
(Key 2). 
imagery. 


, 2 and 3 symbolize the fundamentals 
process. First, the selection of some 
object, on which attention is fixed 
Second, the associative activity rep- 
by the meaning of the letter Gimel 
Third, the development of mental 
the basis of true understanding (Key 


3). 


These are the mental aspects of the medita- 
tive process. Yjhat should not be overlooked is 
tho fact that meditation has specific physical 
results, and employs physical energy in tho 
organism of the person who engages in medita* 
tion. 

The letter-name Tzaddi, M f ish-hook ,! , gives a 
hint as to this physical part of meditation, 
because in the Hebrew alphabet the idea M fish M 
is represented by the letter Nun, and the idea 
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”hook” by the letter Vav, Note, also, that in 
NVN, Nun, the letters N and V are combined. 

The letter Nun, represented by Key 13, is 
associated with the zodiacal sign Scorpio, and 
with the secret force governed by that sign. 
The letter Vav, represented by Key 5, is linked 
with the sign Taurus. These two signs are 
opposites, but complements. The centers cor- 
responding to them in the human body are als • 
opposite and complementary. 

In meditation, the force which ordinarily 
expresses itself through the Scorpio field of 
the human body is raised , and becomes active in 
the Taurus region, which includes the hearing 
centers in the brain. The resulting stimula- 
tion of those centers enables one to become 
aware of the Inner Voice represented by the 
Hierophant. The Hierophant is the Revealer, 
and Key 17 is a symbol of the Revelation. 

The numeral value of the character Tz, Tzad- 
di, is 90. This is also the value of the word 
M I M, Mem, the name of the letter symbolized 
by Key 12, the Hanged Man. The numeral corre- 
spondence indicates a relation between the two 
letters and the ideas they represent. 

Even in the meaning of the letter-names we 
can see this. Certainly a fish-hook makes One 
think of water, since it is an instrument for 
lifting fish out of the water. Mater , you will 
remember, is the occult name for the universal 
subconsciousness, the Great Sea in which all 
things have their origin. 

Again, the title of Key 12 is synonymous 
with ’’The Suspended Mind,” and signifies the 
suspension of the activity of personal con- 
sciousness, as a result of profound meditation. 
In Sanskrit writings on yoga, this suspension 
is called Samadhi, and Samadhi is said to lead 
to the revelation of the highest truths. 
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Note in passing that a fish-hook is usually 
suspended from a line, so that the fact that it 
hangs from something is what makes it useful. 

In meditation, by keeping the stream of 
consciousness fl Giving in relation to some par- 
ticular object, we gather impression after 
impression from that object. Our minds take 
the form of that object, Tie bee cme identified 
with it. Thus we become aware of the object’s 
inner nature. It reveals itself to us. 

The object of meditation is usually seme 
sort of problem. Just as one must have the 
right sort of bait to induce fish to bite, so 
one must have a definite object for meditation. 
The reason for meditating is to solve the prob- 
lem. 

Because it is a problem, it appears to be 
the adversary of - * the person who is meditating. 
It may look like the Devil himself; but a prac- 
tical occultist knows this is only the first 
appearance, and disregards it. He knows the 
solvent power of consciousness, and hcvr to 
apply it. 

The first thing to do is to silence the 
superficial activity of personal consciousness. 
Just as a fisherman sits quietly, so must one 
in meditation learn to wait patiently until the 
fish of thought takes the hook. The hook is 
always a specific question. They who imagine 
they are meditating when they sit passively, 
imitating a jelly-fish by their mental attitude 
of utter emptiness, are sadly mistaken. 

Certain as it v is that we ourselves do not 
discover truth, it is also needful for us to 
understand that our mental attitude must be one 
of active quest. Tie must not be content merely 
to sit still, in hope of enlightenment. Quiet 
we must be, but at the same time intent on re- 
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ceiving light on our problem — as the poet says, 
we must invite the soul. In this attitude we 
are able to hear the Voice of the Hierophant, 
and he will speak distinctly and definitely. 

As we become skilled in the practice ef 
meditation, we find that about all we have to 
do, personally, with the disclosure of new 
aspects of truth is the selection of a specific 
problem as the pivot for our meditation. In 
old Egypt there used to be a statue of Isis, 
with an inscription asserting that no mortal 
had ever lifted her veil. This continues to be 
true. Yet the veil of Isis is lifted again and 
again for those who are duly and truly prepared 
to behold the vision of her lovely presence. 

Nature does not hide herself from us. The 
veil which conceals truth is the veil of human 
ignorance, the veil of man's foolish belief in 
his own separateness and mortality, and this 
veil may be removed by the practice of medita- 
tion. 

The number 17 is composed of the digits 7 
and 1, with 7 standing for the power whic h is 
expressed, and 1 for the agency through which 
that power operates. In Tarot, 7 is the Chari- 
ot, symbol of the receptivity which is so 
necessary for meditation. The same Key is re- 
lated to a special mode of consciousness known 
as the Intelligence of the House of Influence. 
Something which flows down into the field of 
personal consciousness, when we are quiet and 
receptive, is what does the work in meditation. 

He who wishes to meditate must be keenly 
aware that personality is only a vehicle for 
the Life -power . He must understand also that 
the Life-power, being the TJORD or Creative 
Speech, finds expression in all forms. 
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Because this UORD is actually seated in our 
hearts, ;ve are able to receive its disclosures 
of truth. The mental attitude symbolized in 
Tarot by the Magician is the means whereby 
truth so disclosed may be put into practical 
application. Man is the transformer of his 
environment, in accordance with his perceptions 
of reality. He IS this, whether he applies his 
power wisely or unwisely. We are all magicians, 
projecting our cum magic circle of circumstance 
by our mental imagery. When we understand this 
truth about ourselves and act upon it, we find 
release from every kind of bondage. 

The zodiacal sign Aquarius the Water-bearer 
is attributed to Tzaddi, and thus to Key 17 
also. Its symbol is the same as one of the 
alchemical symbols for dissolution. Thus it is 
directly connected with ideas we have consider- 
ed in our study of Key 13. It is clear that 
the latter is related to Key 17, because the 
letter Hun, represented by Key 13, means 
"fish.” 

In the symbolic representation of the fixed 
signs of the zodiac, in the corners of Keys 10 
and 21, Aquarius is indicated by the Man. Man 
is the great fisher for new forms of truth. He 
is the possessor of the Universal Solvent we 
read of in alchemical books. The Universal Sol 
vent is human consoiousness, concentrated and 
directed in meditation. 3y means of this, man 
may solve every problem. 

Aquarius is ruled by Uranus and by Saturn. 
These two planets are represented by the first 
and last Keys of Tarot. Uranus is the Fool, 
and Saturn is the World. Here is a hint that 
the practice of meditation will eventually find 
answers to every question, from the most ab- 
stract to the most concrete. Many other ideas 
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are connected with this co-ruler ship of Aquar- 
ius, Seek to find them in meditation. 

The title. The Star, refers to the universal 
Light-energy which condenses itself into stars. 
It is the reality behind their physical forms. 
The explanation of a more recondite meaning of 
the title must be deferred to another time. 

This week develop the exercise you began 
last week. Formulate your desires into specif- 
ic problems. Focus upon them the spotlight of 
your consciousness. Hake every detail clear 
and definite. Then, with this as a basis, 
begin the fishing process of meditation. 

Do not try to think about your problem's 
probable solution, Rcther let the stream of 
consciousness flow, as it were, past your point 
of observation. Match the ideas which seem to 
rise to the surface of themselves. Reject thorn 
unless they show seme definite relation to tho 
central idea of your meditation. Keep your 
object always in view. 

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 


YELLOVij 

GREEN; 

BLUE: 

VIOLET: 

ORANGE; 

VJHITE; 


BROUN : 


The central star. 

Grass, leaves on tree. 

Background, pool, water from vases. 
Deeper shade in ovals on vases and 
stripes round their necks. 
Mountains. (Note that there are 
rising hills before the peak.) 

Vases (except stripes, ovals and 
handles ) . 

Smaller stars, vase handles, th* 
stripes across ovals on vases, ex- 
cept the stripes colored red, the 
highlights on the water . 

Tree trurje. 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 

LESSOR THIRTY-SEVEN 8 

BLONDE: Hair. This can be done beautifully 
by putting a little darker shade 
over the shading lines. 

FLESH: The woman * s body. 

RED: Top band over oval on vase at left 

of card; lower band over oval on 
vase at right; the bird on the 
tree. 
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LESSON THIRTY-EIGHT 
THE STAR 


The great yellow star is the Blazing Star of 
Masonic symbolism. It stands also for the 
Quintessence (Fifth Essence) of the alchemists. 
This is clearly indicated by the fact that the 
star has eight principal rays. The eight- 
spoked designs on the dress of the Fool, the 
Yilheel of Fortune, and this eight-rayed star are 
all emblems of the Quintessence, which is Spir- 
it, the power behind the energy transmitted to 
their wor ld-systems by suns. Note that the 
star has also eight very short secondary rays. 
You rail find these rays fully developed in the 
symbolism of Key 19. 

.The seven lesser stars are also eight-rayed, 
to show that they are manifestations of the 
same Quintessence. They represent also the 
seven alchemical metals: Lead, Iron, Tin, Gold, 
Silver, Copper and Mercury. These correspond 
to the seven astrological planets: Saturn, 
Mars, Jupiter, Sun, Moon, Venus and Mercury. 
Thus the stars of Key 17 are symbols of the 
seven interior stars, called chakras b y Yogis, 
wh ic h are centers through which the One Force 
manifests itself in the human body. 

I/hat has just been said is a forerunner to 
instruction you will receive in later lessons. 
You vri.ll then be told more concerning these 
centers, and will learn practical methods for 
utilizing the forces which work through them. 
For the present, this is work for which you 
are not sufficiently prepared. 

Concerning the development of these centers, 
much has been published. A great deal of what 
may be found in books is dangerous, because it 
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fe&ps technical knowledge to persons who are by 
noans qualified to use it, so that they 
often do themselves grave injuries, Horse even 
than this are those books which fill the mind 
of the student with a lot of tine-wasting non- 
sense, of which he must rid himself before he 
can receive genuine instruction. 

We refuse to enter into argument with per- 
sons who cannot see the need for keeping secret 
certain aspects of occult instruction. They 

cannot receive the knoiTledge they clamor for 

nor mil they find it until they become wise 
enough to see how vitally necessary the old 
rule of secrecy really is. Thus we frankly ad- 
mit that in these lessons we hold back not a 
little, in accordance with ancient usage which 
we feel to be binding upon us. On the other 
hand, we give you no "blinds 11 of false inter- 
pretation, nor do we waste your time with 
fruitless practices. TIhen you have taken these 
preliminary steps in your training, detailed 
explanation of more advanced it or]: will be 
available, under suitable reserves. 

The nude water-bearer is Isis-Urania. She 
represents truth, and the practice of medita- 
tion reveals truth to us without disguise, 
hence she is nude. Her legs are bent so that 
each forms an angle of 90 degrees. 90 is the 
number of the letter Tzaddi, and an angle of 90 
degrees is an ancient symbol of rectitude. 

The weight of her body rests on her left 
knee, and is supported by earth, representing 
the facts of physical existence. Her balance 
is maintained by her right leg, and her right 
foot rests on the surface of the pool* This 
means that in meditation something occurs which 
gives to the usually unstable mind-stuff, sym- 
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bolized by water, a solidity and stability like 
the physical world. Here is a hint of what al- 
chemists mean by ’’fixation of the volatile.” 

The two vases are the two personal nodes of 
consciousness, like the two ministers in Key 5, 
or the man and woman in Key 6. The ellipses on 
the sides of the vases represent the zero sign. 
Spirit, or Akasha. Only two ellipses are shown, 
but there are really four, signifying the ex- 
pression of Spirit through the four worlds and 
the four elements. 

From the vase in the woman’s right hand 
falls a stream which sets up waves in the pool. 
The vjaves are concentric rings, like the 
circles on Key 10. These waves represent the 
activity set up in subconsciousness by medita- 
tion. 

From the other vase a stream falls on land, 
and it is divided into five parts. This repre- 
sents the purification and perfection of the 
senses, by means of right meditation. Tito im- 
portant clues to the meaning of Key 17 are that 
the woman lifts the vases, and that the water 
comes from the pool and goes back to it. 

The mountain in the background is the same 
as the one in Keys 6 and 8. It represents the 
perfection of the Great Work, which is man’s 
conscious control of the inorganic forms of the 
Life-power’s self-expression. This control be- 
gins with man’s mastery of his own mind and 
body, so that they become open channels for the 
outflow of the higher aspects of the Life- 
power ’ s true c onsc i ousnes s . 

Yfhen this preliminary work wit h the personal 
vehicle is completed, then becomes possible the 
culmination of the Operation of the Sim, in 
the actual mastery of the patterns of the inor- 
ganic world, by what appears to the uninitiated 
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to be a mysterious, nir ac le -working p carer of 
the adept. The adept himself, however, knows 
that this power is latent in all men, and he 
seeks eagerly for those who are ready to begin 
the journey to the mountain-peak of mastery. 

The tree in the middle distance refers to 
the human nervous system, which occult diagrams 
often, typify as a tree. 'The upper part of the 
tree is the brain, and the trunk represents 
the spinal cord, and the sympathetic nerves and 
ganglia. 

The bird perched in the branches is an ibis, 
a fishing bird regarded by the Egyptians as 
being sacred to Thoth, identified by the Greeks 
with Hermes, and by the Romans with mercury. 
Here in Key 17, the bird of Hermes reminds us 
that meditation is begun by, and supervised by, 
the self-conscious aspect of human personality. 
Mercury or Hermes, pictured in Tarot as Key 1, 
the Magician. 

On the diagram of the Cube of Space, the 
line corresponding to Tzaddi and Key 17 is the 
line South-Above, which is the southern bound- 
ary of the upper face of the cube. 

This upper face is represented in Tarot by 
the Magician, and since the line corresponding 
to Key 17 is the southern boundary of this 
face, we see that Key 17 must represent the 
southern half of Key 1, where we see a table, 
with the implements of ceremonial magic. 

Now ceremonial magic itself is one form of 
meditation, because everything done in a magi- 
cal ceremonial is intended to emphasize the 
central idea, or seed-thought, of the ritual. 
In this connection review lesson 6. 

At this point it may be well to indicate the 
direction of the currents of energy in the 
twelve boundary lines of the Cube of Space. In 
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the diagrams accompanying Lesson 18, seme of 
these are shown in figure 1. You can add the 
others to figure 2. 

In the line North-East (Key 4), the current 
moves downward from Above to Belov?. In the 
line South-East (Key 5), it moves upward from 
Below to Above. In the line East-Above (Key 6), 
it moves from South to North, as may be seen by 
careful inspection of the symbols on that Key. 
In the line East -Belov? (Key 7), it moves from 
North to South, like the river in the picture. 

Thus it is possible to trace a continuous 
line round the boundaries of the eastern face 
of the cube, beginning with Key 4 from Above to 
Belov?, then through the line East- Below from 
North to South, then from Belov? to Above up the 
line South-East, and from the South-East upper 
corner, through the line East-Above, back to 
the North-East upper corner, . 

On the North face of the cube it is impos- 
sible to trace a continuous line, for the 
current in the lines North-Above (Key 3) and 
North-Below (Key 9) moves in both lines from 
East to West; and the current in the line 
North-West (Key 11) moves, like the current in 
the line North-East (Key 4), frem Above to 
Belov?. 

It is impossible also to trace a continuous 
path round the western face, because, although 
the line South-West carries a current from Be- 
lov/to Above (Key 13), the lines Tie st -Above and 
Yfest-Belov? both carry currents from North to 
South (Keys 14 and 15). 

On the upper face of the cube, however, we 
may trace a continuous line, starting from any 
corner, for East-Above (Key 6) moves from South 
to North, North-Above (Key 8) carries a current 
from East to West, Yi’est -Above (Key 14) runs 
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from North to South,, and South-Above (Key 17) 
carries a current from West to East# 

No continuous line nay be traced round the 
lower face, because the lines East-Below and 
Y[e st -Bel cur both move from North to South, Nor 
may a continuous line be drawn round the south- 
ern face, because the lines South-East and 
South-West both move from Below to Above; and 
the line South-Below, like the line South- 
Above, carries a current from West to East# 

Nofce that the line South-Above (Key 17) 
begins at the upper end of the line South-Yfest 
(Key 13) and rims back to the upper end * of line 
South-East (Key 5), Thus this line does actu- 
ally join the line of Nun, the fish, to the 
line of Vav, the hook (See Lesson 37), 

Observe also that the current from the line 
.lest-Above (Key 14) and that from the line 
South-East^ X Key 13) meet at the point where the 
line South-Above begins. This indicates that 
the forces represented by Keys 15 and 14 are 
blended in Key 17, In every act of right medi- 
tation the secret force of Scorpio is aimed by 
the arrow of Sagittarius. 

Furthermore, since the line corresponding to 
ley 17 ends at the upper point of the line cor- 
responding to Key 5, and the current in the 
Latter moves upward, it is evident that the 
?orce carried by Key 17 cannot move downward 
igainst the current in the line South-East# 

What happens is that at the end of a suc- 
jessful period of meditation, one receives, 
through the activity pictured by the Hiero- 
)hant, a revelation of some eternal principle 
/hich bears directly on one’s problem# 

After this has occurred, the current from . 
;he line South- Above passes into the line East- 
lb ove, symbolized by Key 6# The revelation we 
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receive at the end of a successful meditation 
becomes part of the conscious awareness of the 
person meditating* This additional enlighten- 
ment then contributes t o the exercise of 
discrimination pictured by Key 6 * 

At this time, we shall not follow the course 
of the cube boundaries farther# Yet the alert 
reader vri.ll be able to make his aim discoveries 
by applying the principles already outlined. 

Continue your meditation practice this week. 
Begin it by giving five minutes to letting the 
pictured image of Key 17 make its impression on 
your subconsciousness* Remember that this Key 
is a picture of what adepts know about medita- 
tion, and that it gives your subconsciousness 
definite suggestions, which will make it easier 
for you to meditate successfully. 

Finally, think well upon this passage from 
The Book of Tokens . It contains an important 
secret concerning Key 17. 

"Thinkest thou, 0 seeker for wisdom. 

That thou br ingest thyself into the Light 
By thine awn search? 

Not so. 

I am the HOOK, 

Cast into the waters of darkness. 

To bring men from their depths 
Into the sphere of true perception* 

Entering that sphere. 

They must die to their old selves 

Even as a fish cast upon the land must die 1 

Yet do they die only to live again. 

And what before seemed life to them 
Now weareth the aspect of death. 
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Men think they seek me. 

But it is I who seek them. 

No other seeker is there than myself. 
And when I find mine 01751, 

The pain of questing is at an ei*i. 

The fish graspeth the hook. 
Thinking to find food. 

But the fisherman is the erg oyer of 
the meal.” 
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LESSON THIRTY-NINE 
ORGANIZATION 

KEY 18 symbolizes the fourth stage of spir- 
itual unf oldment. After one has realized that 

the condition of bondage to appearances is but 
an illusion (Key 15); v/hen by the flash of 
spiritual illumination false structures o f 
vvr ong thought and action have been overt hr cam, 
(Key 16); then comes a period of quiet like the 
calm v/hich follows a storm, and during it, new 
relations are revealed to us through medita- 
tion (Key 17 ). After this begins the process 
of organization. 

As used here, the term organization does not 
mean the association of human beings into 
groups or societies. It refers rather to the 
organization of the various parts of the human 
body into a higher type of organism than that 
v/hich is spontaneously provided by the general 
averages of evolution. 

The practical application cf the principles 
of Ageless Wisdom is aimed at this change in 
the human organism. Creatures in the evolu- 
tionary scale below man are incapable of any 
great degree of self-modification. Animals and 
plants brought under the influence of man may 
be considerably modified in a relatively short 
period of time, but they show a tendency to 
revert to the primitive types v/hen the cultural 
influence of man is for any reason removed. 

The "Great Art," as the alchemists called 
their practice, is concerned v/ith the produc- 
tion of a higher, finer, more sensitive and 
responsive type of human body. This is not 
effected by eugenic measures. It is not by se- 
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lection and breeding, but by thefdirect action 
of man T s will and imagination upon his own 
vehicle of flesh and blood, that the transform * 
ation is effected*} 

This transformation is the outcome of the 
working together of universal forces* It is 
not merely a consequence of personal efforts. 
Yet the culmination of the Great l<ork requires 
the introduction of the personal factor. No 
man accomplishes this work until he himself 
sees, understands, and applies the principles, 
laws and forces which are involved in that 
transf ormation of his own substance, which the 
alchemists called "The Operation of the Sun." 

This accomplishment is made possible by the 
exercise of imagination, for imagination is 
what makes clear and definite cur desires and 
aspirations, kental images are the patterns 
which we pass into subconsciousness, the build- 
er of the body and the controller of all its 
f unctions. 

If our patterns are clear and definite, and 
we keep then intact, subconeciousness will 
build a body tc correspond to then. This does 
not nean that we can sit still and do nothing 
but hold mental images. Not by any such prao- 
tice shall we transmute our bodies. YJhat it 
does mean is that when our images are vivid, 
they provide us with patterns for bodily trans- 
formations, and impel us into courses of actio®, 
which bring about the necessary changes. 

For examplo, a boy cherishes the image ef* 
becoming a concert pianist. This image dom- 
inates his action, so that he goes willingly 
through hours of practice which would b e 
drudgery to an unmusical person. The practice 
affects the muscular structure *f his hands, 
arms and legs. It causes many subtle changes 
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in the centers of sight and hearing. It affects 
many other groups o f nerves and muscles. 
Eventually he becomes what he imaged. By action 
corresponding to imagination, he has built for 
himself the specially conditioned body which is 
characteristic of a pianist. 

The same principle holds true in every other 
instance. A prize-fighter is dominated by his 
imagery, and so is a poet. /Everything that 
human beings achieve is accomplished through 
some kind of bodily activity, and each type of 
activity is made possible by the development of 
a corrsponding typo of organic structure!) 

This is as true of the prophet and seer as 



it is of anybody 


object in 


life may be, you will achieve it when you have 
built a physical vehicle which can transform 
the Life-power into the particular kinds of 
action corresponding to your mental imagery J 

The number 18 expresses the potency of the 
number 8, working through 1. Thus it repre- 
sents the Law of Suggestion symbolized by Key 8 
as being applied through the directive activity 
of attention typified by Key 1. 

You will find it to your advantage to review 
Lesson Two of SEVEN STEPS IN PRACTICAL OCCULT- 
ISM in connection with this study of Key 13. 
Ylhat that lesson has to say about subconscious- 
ness should pass often through the conscious 
mind, for each review impresses upon subcon- 
sciousness itself a deeper imprint of your 
conscious realization o f these facts. In 
effect, when subconsciousness knows that we 
understand what it can do, it works better. 
The most advanced adepts are not too wise to 
remind themselves continually of this, and 
they invented Tarot for just this purpose. 

In reference to the organization of a finer 
and more responsive physical vehicle, this 
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self-direction from the level of the conscious 
mind applies a principle enunciated long ago 
by Lamarck, who wrote: 

n The production of a new organ in an animal 
body results from the supervention of a new 
want continuing tc make itself felt, and a new 
movement which this want gives birth to and 
encourages * . . Effort may be in a large 
measure unconscious and instinctive, but must 
in large measure be conscious, being made with 
a mental purpose to produce some desirable 
result,” 

The Hebrew letter Qoph means n the back of 

the head#” It alludes to the fact that some of 

the most important organs in the body are lo- 
cated in the rear of the skull. This part of 

the head houses the posterior lobes of the 

cerebrum and cerebellum. The posterior lobe of 
the cerebrum contains the sight center, so that 
it is actually true that we see with the backs 
of our heads , 

Just below the posterior lobe of the cere- 
brum is a knot of nerve tissues called the 
medulla oblongata , uniting the brain to the 
spinal cord and its branches. Thus the medulla 
is the connecting link between the higher cen- 
ters of sensation, thought and action, located 
in the head, and the subordinate centers locat- 
ed in the body. The medulla itself is indeed a 
knot, presenting many intricate problems to 
anatomists and physiologists. Iviany of these 
problems are unlikely to be solved by those v/ho 
depend on ordinary methods of investigation* 

Unsatisfactory as ordinary study of the ner- 
vous system must be, because tissues examined 
under the microscope are taken from dead bod- 
ies, it has been found that the medulla governs 
respiration, that it regulates the heart, that 
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it contains the principal center which controls 
the circulation of the blood throughout the 
body* Besides these, it has other functions of 
basic importance to the maintenance of the 
organism* Thus the knot of nerve cells at the 
back of the head is really what keeps us alive, 
for its functions are carried on without inter- 
ruption, even while we are asleep* 

Sleep, therefore, is assigned in Qabalah to 
the letter Qoph, because what consciousness 
remains active in personality during sleep has 
its most important centers in the back of the 
head. Sleep, moreover, is the period of rest 
and recuperation* during which the waste caused 
by the day ! s activity is eliminated, and new 
materials are woven into the bodily structure. 

YJhile we sleep, the plans and thoughts we 
have been concerned with during the day are 
ripened and brought to maturity. Thus it is 
proverbial that night brings counsel. Many a 
problem has benn solved subconsciously during 
the night. Our mental processes continue at 
subconscious levels, even while the cells of 
the upper brain are resting# 

It is during sleep that our aspirations and 
efforts are built into organic structure* Vlhat 
we have thought and done during the day goes on 
influencing the body while xre sleep* This is 
T/hy it is advantageous to review each day, 
before falling asleep. Tie see where we have 
fallen short, and we vigorously determine to do 
better the next time we find ourselves in a 
similar situation. T[e intensify the effect of 
all our well-doing by this mental repetition of 
our original actions and thoughts. Then, be- 
fore composing ourselves for slumber, we once 
more bring before us, as clearly as xre can, the 
image of that v/hich is our highest and truest 
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desire. By this means we actually build our 
aspirations into our flesh and blood, impress- 
ing our dominant desire on every cell* 

As you make yourself familiar with the 
details of Key 18 this vreek, v/hile coloring it, 
try to work out this hint. The digits of the 
number 18 "add to 9, and 9 is the Hermit, 
Review the two lessons on Key 9, with special 
reference to the instructions concerning the 
functions and secret power of the Virgo area of 
the human body. Then notice that Keys 9 and 18 
are both night scenes, while both have the sug- 
gestion of a height, and of a path leading to 
that height. This will . prepare you to under- 
stand next week f s lesson. 


COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 

YELLOW* Moon and rays; path. Yods same as in 
Key 13. 

GREEN: Grass in foreground. (Note that 
this does not reach the towers.) 

BLUE: Background, pool. 

GRAY: Towers, wolf, stones round pool. 

VIOLET: Crayfish, mountains. (Dilute for 
mountains . ) 

BRCuN: Dog, plains between grass and the 
mountains . 

TiHITE* Tower windows, highlights on pool, 
wolf * s fang. 
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THE MOON 

Key 18* s titlo, The Moon, is a direct refer- 
ence to subconsciousness, and its powers of 
duplication, reflection, reproduction, and the 
turning of energy back to its source. In its 
deeper meaning. Key 13 therefore symbolizes the 
Path of Return. 

An ancient esoteric maxim is plainly indi- 
cated by the symbols of this Key. ’’First the 
stone, then the plant, then the animal, then 
the man.” At the lower end of the path, at the 
margin of the pool, are several stones. Just 
beyond them are the pointed leaves of a water- 
plant, looking like arrows, and suggesting aim 
and aspiration. The vegetation continues also 
in the field beyond. Climbing onto the path is 
a relatively low form of animal life, a crusta- 
cean, and a little farther along are a dog and 
a wolf. Then come the towers, human structures, 
but the path continues beyond than* 

The pool below is the same as that of Keys 
14 and 17. It is the great deep of cosmic 
mind-stuff, out of which emerges the dry land 
of physical manifestation. Fran it all form, 
inorganic as well as organic, proceeds. 

The crayfish is a crustacean, hard-shelled. 
Note that its shape is similar to that of a 
scorpion. This resemblance is one of the rea- 
sons for selecting this particular creature as 
a symbol . That which rises, and makes the 
whole journey along the Path of Return, is,, the 
force of the sign Scorpio, as we have -seen 
throughout these lessens. The crayfish also 
represents, on the negatice side, selfishness, 
crabbe dress, obstinacy^ but on the positive 
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side it is a type of purpose, determination, 
and pertinacity. On account of its shell, this 
animal typifies also the early stages o f 
unf oldment, wherein the student still thinks of 
himself as being separated from the rest of 
nature. 

The dog and the wolf belong to the same 
fundamental genus, the canine family. The wild, 
dangerous wolf is what nature produces, apart 
from human interference and adaptation. The 
dog is the result of modifications effected in 
the wolf by human thought. Men tame wolves and 
modify, the structure of their bodies by cross- 
breeding. Thus this detail in the symbolism is 
a direct allusion to control of the body- 
consciousness, and to development cf specific 
patterns formulated by human intelligence. The 
wolf, therefore, is a symbol of Nature, and the 
dog a symbol of Art# 

The path goes between these extremes. For 
it is the way of balance, the way or method 
which goes neither too far toward artificiality 
nor toward the error that everything should 
be left to natural impulse. 

The path progresses over undulating ground, 
so that it is a succession of ascents and 
descents. Advance along the Path of Return is 
not an unbroken upward climb. As we traverse 
it, we attain one eminence after another, and 
after surmounting seme lesser peak, we seem to 
go downhill for a time. 

Vie cannot be climbing all the time. In the 
Great TTork there is periodicity. It is a work 
of the Moon, as well as a work of the Sun. In 
this operation there must be waning as well as 
waxing, reflux as v/ell as flux, rest as well as 
activity. Assimilation, or taking in, must 
be balanced b y expression, or giving out. 
Periods of intense effort must alternate with 
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periods of relaxation. A bow alv/ays drawn 
never speeds the arr cw. 

Since the path rises over rolling ground, as 
one advances there comes a time when the lowest 
point of descent is a higher level than the 
peak of a previous attainment. The lessen of 
this path symbol is of great importance t# 
occult students. To all of ts there come times 
when v/e cannot climb, and if we do not under- 
stand the law here represented, we become 
discouraged. The one thing needful is to keep 
facing toward the goal. 

The towers are the work of man. They have 
battlements, and form a gateway. The sugges- 
tion of the design is that each tower is part 
of a wall, not shown in the picture. The oc- 
cult interpretation we have received is that 
this is the wall of the ordinary limits of 
human sensation and perception. Yet it is not 
a final boundary. A vast region of experience 
extends beyond it. Many have entered that 
region, and their footsteps have marked a path 
whereby we nay follow them. 

The moon is so drawn that it has sixteen 
principal and sixteen secondary rays, though in 
the picture seme of the secondary rays at the 
top of the design are not clearly shown. Thus 
there are thirty- two rays, and this number 32 
is, first of all, the number of paths on the 
Qabalistic diagram of the Tree of Life, which 
shows the ten forces corresponding to the 
numbers from 1 to 10, and tbe twenty- two forces 
represented by the letters of the Hebrew alpha- 
bet and the Tarot Keys. Hence the rays of the 
moon indicate the sum-total of cosmic forces at 
work in the field of human personality. 

32 is also the number of the Hebrew noun LB, 
laib, meaning "the heart (in all senses, 
especially as the seat of knowledge, under- 
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standing and thinking); also, midst, center.” 
In this connection, remember the quotation from 
Eliphas Levi, in SEVEN STEPS, Lesson 1, which 
identifies the heart of man with the sympathet- 
ic nervous e system. 

The Hebrew word for Moon is L3NK, lebanah . 
Its first two letters spell laib , ”heart. rt The 
second two spell BN, ben, ”son.” The last two 
spell HE, nah , n ornament, beautification,” The 
first three letters spell LBN, laban, "white.” 
The last three spell BNH, ba vmaw , ^to build, 

make, to erect.” 

This esoteric analysis of the word LBNE, 
according to accepted methods of Qabalists, 
suggests: 1. That in the heart of the Son (nan) 
are to be found the sources of beauty; 2; That 
in the aspect of the Life-power identified in 
yog^ and alchemy as the ”white work" of the 
Moon, is concealed the real sdcret of building 
the mystic temple of regenerated humanity. 

Eighteen Yods fall from the moon onto the 
path. In the colored Keys they are partly red 
and partly yellow, to intimate the combination 
of solar energy (yellow) with the vital force 
in the blood (red). 

In some versions of Tarot, these Yods are 
replaced by drops of blood, indicating the same 
underlying idea, which is that the powers of 
subconsciousness are developed as actual physi- 
cal structure through changes in the chemical 
constitution of the blood. The body is built 
from elements contained in the blood stream, 
and the chemistry of blood is controlled by 
subconsciousness, the moon in Key 18. 

The Uay of Attainment is the Path of Return. 
The Beyond is really the Source. IThat is 
before us in the future is also what is behind 
us in the past. This is one meaning of the say- 
ing, ”The last shall be first, and the firsb 
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shall be last. u Hhen the cycle of evolution is 
completed, end and beginning are one. 

The height to which the path leads is that 
whereon stands the Hermit of Key 9. Ancient 
teachers have left clear descriptions of this 
Hay. They say it is narrow, meaning that con- 
centration is required from those who follow 
it. It is a mode of life balanced between the 
conditions of nature and svoh modifications of 
those conditions as are possible to art. 

The beginning of the Hay is in the realm of 
the familiar, of the commonplace. The path 
leads, by easy stages, from the known to the 
less-known, and fron the less-known to the 
unloiown. Every great Master of life has fol- 
lowed this path to its goal . fjFhe path itself 
is the path of physiological reorganization, j 
The goal is true Self -recognition, correct 
perception of the universal I AM, and mental 
identification with that ONE REALITY. 

Thus on the Cube of Space the line corre- 
sponding to Qoph and Key 18 is the line at the 
bottom of the southern face, South-Belcw, which 
connects the lower end of the line South-lTest 
to the lower end of the line South-East. Tho 
current in this line South-Belcw moves from 
Host to East, that is, from appearances to 
causes. 

This line receives no influence from the 
line South-Hest, because in the latter the 
current of energy moves upward. The line does 
receive a stream of influence from the line 
Hest-Below, corresponding to Ayin, Key 15, and 
the sign Capricorn. 

This line South-Below is that of the sigri 
Pisces, the twelfth and last sign of the zodi- 
ac. Pisces is ruled by Jupiter (corresponding 
toHest), and in this sign, Venus (which oerre- 
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sponds to East) is said to be exalted. In this 
connection, note that the line runs from 17est 
to East, and at the South-East corner communi- 
cates its influence to the line South-East, 
corresponding to Key 5, Compare this with what 
is tvritten at the end of the first paragraph 
on page 5, Mental identification with the 
ONE REALITY is precisely what is symbolized by 
Key 5, and this identification results from the 
reorganization symbolized by Key 18, As a fur- 
ther confirmation of the attribution of Key 18 
to Pisces, you mil note that Pisces rules the 
feet, and this is suggested by the path, or 
track, left by the feet of those who have 
traveled over it* 

This week begin the practice of reviewing 
your day f s activities just before going to 
sleep. Record your gains and failures in your 
diary. Your attainments are steps in your 
progress toward Self-realization, Your failuros 
warn you what to avoid in future* 

Never muse long on your failures. Remember 
that what we call ”sin” is nothing but n m'issing 
the mark.” Do not worry* {jforry is concentra- 
tion on the negative appearances of lifeTJ If 
you are given to worry, then you possess the 
ability to concentrate. Change the polarity of 
your thoughts and emotions. Before you fall 
asleep, impress subconsciousness with the most 
positive images of good you can fashion* Per- 
sist in this practioe* You will sow seeds which 
subconsciousness will build into a new and 
better bodily structuro* 
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• REGENERATION 

The fifth stage of spiritual unfoldment, 
symbolized, by Key 19, is the stage of the new 
birth frcsn natural humanity into spiritual 
humanity. Every ceremonial presentation of the 
process of regeneration employs this symbolism 
of rebirth. 

In the natural man, the powers of subcon- 
sciousness are stifled and perverted by the 
negative suggestions implanted as a result of 
erroneous conscious thinking. By applying the 
correct conscious self-direction to his efforts 
to grow, a man becomes truly a new-born being, 
one "twice-born." In this new birth the physi- 
cal body is transformed, and the practical 
method which effects this change is concisely 
summarized in the injunction, "Be ye transform- 
ed by the renewing of your mind." 

Meditate on these words. The new birth is a 
very real process, a deepening inner realiza- 
tion of the true status of man in the cosmic 
order. £lt is a degree of adeptship, that of 
liberation from the limitations' " "of physical 
matter and circumstance. It is also a grade of 
conscious identification with the One Life/]' 

Yet it is not final. For though it is a 
s t&ge wherein all material resources are under 
the control of the adept, who, having himself 
become childlike, experiences the fulfilment of 
the premises -&"A little child shall lead them," 
the person who reaches this grade still feels 
himself to be a separate, or at least distinct, 
entity. This is not full liberation, but it is 
a higher stage than any of those preceding it. 
It is, in particular, the stage at which all 
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physical forces are dominated by the will of 
the adept, because he is an unobstructed vehi- 
cle for the po-wer of the One Will which has 
ruled these forces ever since the beginning. 

The number 19 stands for the expression of 
the power symbolized by 9 through that symbol- 
ized by 1, In Tarot, this is the expression of 
the force represented by the Hermit through the 
activity represented by the Magician, 

Remember that you learned from Lessons 21 
and 22 that the Hermit represents the universal 
Will, the single free will-power of the One 
Identity, The Magician represents the plane of 
personal self-consciousness. Thus it is evi- 
dent that in Tarot the number 19 denotes the 
expression of the One Will through human self- 
consciousness. 

The Hebrew letter Resh means "head,” With 
the noun "head" we associate the idea of begin- 
ning, since what is in the beginning comes 
first. Or takes the lead, and therefore has 
precedence, priority and superiority. The head 
of a government is its ruler, the head of a 
class is its brightest pupil, and the heads of 
a speech are the principal points of argument 
or exposition. 

Again, we speak of "head" in the sense of 
power, as when we say "a full head of steam," 
suggesting concentrated energy. The ideas of 
completion and accomplishment, moreover, are 
indicated by phrases like "to bring to a head," 
or "to come to a head," 

The sun is the heavenly body assigned to the 
letter Resh, This connects the esoteric mean- 
ing of the letter with all ideas associated 
with the sun. In both Testaments, the Bible 
calls God the "sun of life and light," and in 
other sacred books, the sun is a principal 
emblem of Deity, 
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In alchemical writings we read that the 
Great Ti'ork is the operation of the Sun. The 
sun is also the symbol for alchemical gold, of 
which Eliphas Levi wrote: 

n The gold of the philosophers is, in re- 
ligion, the absolute and supreme reason; in 
philosophy it is truth; in visible nature it is 
the sun, which is the emblem of the sun of 
truth, as that itself is the shad or; of the 
First Source whence all splendours spring; in 

the subterranean world it is the purest and 

most perfect gold. For this reason the search 

after the magnum opus is called the search 

after the Absolute, and the Great Work is 
itself called the work of the sun.” 

The correspondence between the sun and gold 
is a clue to the whole Hermetic mystery. Thus 
Sendivogius says the Philosophers* Stone is 
nothing other than gold digested to the highest 
degree. Similarly, the anonymous German Author 
of The Golden Tract says: ”The reader nov; knows 
that the substance of our Stone is neither ani- 
mal nor vegetable, and that it does not belong 
to the minerals or the base metals, but that it 
must be extracted from gold and silver, and 
that our gold and silver are not the vulgar, 
dead gold and silver, but the living gold and 
silver of the Sages.” 

£j“his living gold, in its physical manifesta- 
tion, is the radiant energy of the sun, which 
is truly the First Matter of the Great Work ZJ 
The alchemists say the First Matter has as many 
names as there are things on earth, that it 
swims with the fishes in the sea, and flies 
with the birds in the air. Compare their 
doctrine with the following quotation from 
Tyndall’s twelfth lecture on HEAT; 

“Every tree, plant, and flower, grows and 
flourishes by the grace and bounty of the sun. 
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"As surely as the force which ..neves a 
clock's hands is derived fr cm the aria which 
winds up the clock, so surely is all terrestri- 
al power derived from the sun, 

"Leaving out of account the eruption of 
volcanoes, and the ebb and f low of the' tides, 
every manifestation of power, organic and in- 
organic, vital and physical, is produced by the 
sun. Eis warmth keeps the sea liquid, and the 
atmosphere a gas, and all the storms which agi- 
tate both are blown by the mechanical force of 
the sun. He lifts the rivers and glaciers up 
to the mountains; and thus the cataract and the 
avalanche shoot with an energy derived immedi- 
ately from him. Thunder and lightning are also 
his transmuted strength. Every fire that burns 
and every flame that glows dispenses light and 
heat which originally belonged to the sun. In 
these days, unhappily, the news of battle is 
familiar to us, but ©very shock and every 
charge is an application, or misapplication, of 
the mechanical force of the sun. He blows the 
trumpet, he urges the projectile, he bursts the 
bomb. And remember, this is not poetry, but 
rigid mechanical truth. He rears, as I ahv© 
said, the whole vegetable world, and through it 
the animal; the lilies of the field are his 
workmanship, the verdure of the mead cars , and 
the cattle upon a thousand hills. He forms the 
muscle; he urges the blood; he builds the 
brain. His fleetness is in the lion's foot; he 
scars in the eagle, he slides in the snale. 
(Note here Tyndall's subconscious mind, drawing 
on its treasure-house of images for the symbols 
of Leo and Scorpio.) He builds the forest and 
hews it down, the power which raised the tree, 
and which wields the axe, being one and the 
same. The clover sprouts and blossoms and the 
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• 

scythe of the mower swings by the operation of 
the same force. (Note here another working of 
the scientist’s intuition, emphasizing that the 
reproductive power, and that which is, for the 
clover, the scythe of death, are cne.JJ The sun 
digs the ore from our mines, he rolls the iron, 
he rivets the plates, he boils the water; he 
draws the train. He not only grows the cotton, 
but he spins the fibre and weaves the web . 
There is not a hammer raised, or a wheel turn- 
ed, or a shuttle thrown, that is not raised and 
turned and thrown by the sun,. His energy is 
turned freely into space, but our world is a 
halting place where this energy is conditioned# 
Here the Proteus works his spells; the selfsame 
essence takes a million hues and shapes, and 
finally dissolves into its primitive and almost 
formless for^y. The sun comes to us as heat; he 
quits us as heat; and between his entrance and 
departure the multiform powers of our globe 
appear. They are all special forms of solar 
power — the moulds into which his strength is 
temporarily poured in passing from its source 
through infinitude,” 

This quotation is a brilliant exposition of 
the physical manifestations of the One Radiant 
Energy. In Tarot, as in alchemy, this ALL POW- 
ER is often represented as water, for, as Levi 
saysj ”It is substance and motion at one and 
the same time; it is a fluid and a perpetual 
vibration.” And one of the alchemists, speak- 
ing of this spiritual radiance as the First 
Matter or Primal Substance, declares, ”If you 
call it water, you will not be wrong.” 

Dorn through the ages, the wise men who com- 
pose the Inner School have transmitted their 
knowledge of this living, fluidic radiance# 
Modern science has gone far since Tyndall’s 
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day, and now its high priests give out a doc- 
trine differing from Ageless Wisdom in just one 
particular* The modern doctrine is a result of 
speculative reasoning, based on analysis of the 
elements composing nan*s environment. Ageless 
Wisdom is an expression of direct experience, 
possible for all, but known to relatively f ew. 
The spiritual, fluidic, golden water of the 
alchemist is a reality, and may be perceived as 
immediately and definitely as any other phenom- 
enon in nature. Hence the Sages aver that they 
have seen their First Hatter with their own 
eyes, and have touched it v/ith their hands. 

They say their First Matter is seen by all, 
though known by few. It is, then, something 
within the range of our physical senses. Its 
effects are perceptible by ordinary sensation, 
but not every person knows the significance of 
this which is seen by all. Ageless Wisdom is a 
record of the experience of those who, looking 
in the right direction, have seen into some- 
thing which the uninitiated only look at. 

/ In the human body, the point of entrance 
which admits this living radiance into the 
field of personality is a group of nerve cells 
forming what anatomists call the cardiac gan- 
glion. This ganglion is in the sympathetic 
nervous system, just above and behind the 
heart, the beat of which it controls. The 
undifferentiated Life-power enters the body 
through this center, as an electric current 
enters a building through the main switch. The 
nerve cells of the sun-center charge the blood- 
stream, as it passes through the heart, with 
this current of radiant energy. Persons having 
the finer vision v/hich is one of the conse- 
quences of occult training are able to see the 
fine vibrations of this force as they enter our 
bodies through this ’’main sr/itch.” ~i 
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In astrology, the sun rules the sign Leo, 
which governs the heart, and this confirms the 
Inner School f s attribution of the sun to the 
cardiac ganglion, instead of to the solar plex- 
us. Modern -writers v/ho make the latter "wrong 
attribution do so because they are misled by 
the anatomists* name for the great nerve center 
behind the stomach, which in our work is cor- 
rectly attributed to Jupiter. In relation to 
Tarot this makes Key 19 the dominant force man- 
ifested by the process depicted in Key 8. You 
vri.ll profit by re-reading Lessons 19 and 20, 
vrith the thought in mind that they explain the 
result of what is shown in Key 19. 

Astrologers say also that the sun is exalt- 
ed, or raised to its highest form of expression 
in Aries, corresponding to Key 4. Here it 
vrill be v/orthwhile tc review Lessons 11 and 12, 
thinking of what is pictured by the Emperor as 
being the highest manifestation of *what is sym- 
bolized by Key 19. 

In studying Key 18, we noted that its number 
indicates a correspondence between the body- 
building processes symbolized by that Key and 
the functions of the Virgo region, typified by 
Key 9. In our study of Key 19 we have to do 
with the same functions. For it will be remem- 
bered that what alchemists call their "Stone" 
is termed also their "Medicine." (in this con- 
nection, revieww the explanations of the word 
"Stone,” given in Lessons 8 and 14.) 

Consider now the separate letters of the 
noun ABN, ehben. Stone. The first is Aleph, 
symbol of the Life-Breath, typified by Key 0, 
the Fool, The second is Beth, representing 
self-consciousness, and Mercury, the Magician. 
The third is Nun, corresponding to Scorpio, and 
symbolized by Key 13. Add together the numbers 
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of Keys 0, 1 and 13, and the total is 14, the 
number of Temperance, symbolizing the knowledge 
and conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel, 
’when we establish communication with the 
Higher Self, we enter into a state of conscious 
recognition of the truth that the Father (AB ) 
and the Son (BH) are truly in perfect -union. 
Tie enter into this consciousness through an 
influx of the ALL-POliER (Key 0) into the field 
of self-consciousness (Key l), whence it is 
directed to subconscious levels so as to modify 
the operation of the serpent-power or Scorpio 
force. Thus the Magician cultivates flowers in 
his garden, and flowers are the reproductive 
organs ef the vegetable kingdom. 

As a result of exercises undertaken by prac- 
tical occultists, the fore® \7hich analytical 
psychology terms libido is raised or sublimated 
so that it awakens brain centers which bring us 
into the higher order of knowing, in which the 
Father (AB), and the Son (BN), instead of being 
regarded as separate, are seen to be in perfect 
union. This conscious realization is not only 
the ’’Stone,” but also the ’’liedicino,” for it 
heals all diseases of mind and body. Sometimes 
it is called the Medicine of Metals , because 
the alchemical metals are the seven interior 
stars pictured by Key 17, and these are made 
whole, and their powers equilibrated, in the 
state of consciousness indicated by the inner 
significance of ABN, ehben, the STONE. 

The result is a physiological, as well as a 
psychological, transformation. The adept's body 
chemistry is changed. The subtle structure of 
the cells composing his organism is changed. 
Thus he becomes newly born , or regenerated. 

As you color Key 19, fix its details in 
mind, so that you will the more easily follow 
the explanations in the next lesson. Keep up 
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the practice of reviewing the day's activities; 
but this week endeavor to intensify your reali- 
zation that the entire phy s ioal aspect of these 
activities is, as the long quotation from Tyn- 
dall shows, really a transformation of solar 
radiance into all the multiform events and 
things of your daily experience. 

COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 

YELLG1I; Sun and rays, sunflower petals. 

GREEN: Grass (circle should be darker than 
the rest of the grass), leaves. 

BLUE: Background. (This should encircle 

the rays extending from the sun. 
Blue projections, similar to those 
on the face of the sun in the Key, 
should extend inward from the edge 
of the circle, toward the sun. Make 
these projections very short.) 

BROwN : Sunflower centers. 

GRAY: Hall, 

ORANGE: Yods. 

BLONDE: Hair of both children. 
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THE SUM 

The title. The Sun , corresponds to the dom- 
inant symbol of the Key, a radiant solar orb 
with a human countenance. It confirms the 
attribution of this Key to the letter Resh, and 
conveys all the meanings attached to the solar 
symbol in the preceding lesson. 

The sun itself is the conventional alchemi- 
cal representation of the day-star, but there 
are details in the design which are important, 
as showing the relation of Key 19 to other Keys 
in the Tarot series. 

The sun has eight salient or pointed rays. 
Thus the lines passing through the center of 
the orb from these rays form the same angles as 
the lines within the circles of the Fool t s 
dress, the lines forming the spokes of the 
Tfheel of Fortune, and the lines of the great 
star in Key 17. One and the same power is 
represented by all these symbols, since their 
geometrical properties are identical. 

IThen you studied Key 17, you were told that 
the secondary rays of the greater star would be 
seen again in Key 19. Here they are extended 
to form eight curved or wavy rays of the sun. 
It is as if there had been a development of 
power, and the nature of this development is 
clearly indicated, because curved lines always 
represent feminine aspects of the Life-power. 
T/hat is shown in Key 19 is the equal develop- 
ment of masculine (salient) and feminine (wavy) 
forms of the universal radiant energy. 

Besides these larger rays, forty-eight beams' 
are shown, in groups of three, each group being 
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placed between a salient and a wavy ray. These 
refer to the expression of the One Force in 
activities of integration, preservation and 
disintegration. Their number, 48, not only 
reduces to 12, but is also 4 x 12, suggesting 
some connection with Hey 12, as well as the 
operation of the law symbolized by that Key in 
the four phases of ,! matter u --f ire, water, air 
and earth. 

Again, the salient rays of the sun, mas- 
culine, refer to the solar radiance itself, and 
to the alchemical sun, always designated by the 
pronoun ”he. n The wavy rays, feminine, re- 
fer to the lunar current of the Life-power, and 
the moon is always designated as n she. n 

** The number 48 is the value of the Hebrew 
noun ICVKB, which, as a common noun, is employ- 
ed to designate any star; but is more particu- 
larly referred to the planet Mercury. Hence the 
three types of rays extending from the solar 
disk hint at the combination of the sun (sali- 
ent), moon (wavy), and Mercury (the forty-eight 
beams). This, together with the fact that the 
sun has a human face, makss it evident that 
this symbol represents the Operation of the 
Sun, for alchemists say* f, The Great 'work is 
performed by the Sun and Moon, with the aid of 
Mercury. 1 ’ 

This work is the regeneration of human 
personality, and its perfection gives us the 
Stone (ABN), described over and over again as 
being something which never can be made, save 
by the grace of God. To attain the goal, some- 
thing more than personal effort is required, 
and the something more is an influx of power 
from the superconsc ious level of Being. 

Round the disk of the sun are shown a series 
of short lines Their number is not accidental. 
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There are exactly 125, and 125, as the cube of 
5 (5x5x5), represents the power of that 

number, exercised in a threefold manner, or 
through the entire extent of the three-dimen- 
sional world. jClf we remember that 5 is the 
number of the pentagram, symbol of the demini on 
of Spirit over the elements, it will be seen 
that 125 conveys symbolically the idea of the 
extension of this dominion over and through 
every part of nature^] 

This dominion is the Stone and the Universal 
Medicine. In the preceding lesson you learned 
that the letters of ABN, the Stone, correspond 
to Keys 0, 1 and 15, so that Key 14 sums up one 
aspect of the Stone. Then, since the digits of 
14 add to 5, the number of the Hierophant, vre 
see that there is a connection between Key 5 and 
the Stone. 

This is really true, for (the Knowledge and 
Converstaion of the Holy Guardian Angel is con- 
tinuous intuitive perception of reality, whieh 
we receive through the function of interior 
hearing.^ Hence we enjoy not knowledge only, 
but also c onversation . Furthermore, 14 is the 
value of the word ZEB, zahab, goldj, referred to 
in Lesson 36, 

There the point was made that zahab is the 
alchemical gold which is defined in the quota- 
tion from Eliphas Levi, in Lesson 41, page33. 
This gold is symbolized by the sun in Key 19, 
and in Key 14 the same gold is indicated by the 
solar disk gleaming on the forehe'Ad of the 
angel. 

In Key 19, the human features of the solar 
orb, as in all alchemical representations of 
the sun, are intended to show that it is a sym- 
bol of living, conscious intelligence. Ancient 
oocult doctrine holds that all celestial bodies 
are vehicles of intelligence, and the deeper 
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modern science goes into its analysis of the 
physical universe, the more evidence does it 
accumulate that this ancient notion is essen- 
tially true, though it may be true in aubti&tler 
sense than v/as understood by some of our an- 
cient brethren. The sun, as a synthesis of all 
the active forces entering into the composition 
of human personality, is shorn here as a living 
povrer, not as a merely physical energy. 

It is a power like unto ourselves. Tie have 
something in common with it. It enters inti- 
mately into our lives. Tyndall T s words, in the 
preceding lesson, show that even on the physi- 
cal plane our lives are part of a series of 
transformations of solar energy. This energy 
constitutes a circuit. It is not merely that 
energy coming from the sun flows through our 
bodies and takes form in our activities. It is 
that energy ccming from the sun and flowing 
back to it again produces all the phenomena of 
human experience# 

Thus the solar energy shines in us, and our 
energy dhines in the sun. There is a differ- 
ence in the degree of radiance, but sun and man 
are lights on the same circuit of spiritual 
energy. This is a central doctrine of Ageless 
Wisdom, and it has important practical conse- 
quences. 

The letters Yod shown falling from the sun 
(six on either side, and one in the middle, be- 
tween the children) are thirteen in number, so 
as to suggest first of all the ideas of Unity 
and Love, inasmuch as 13 is the value of the 
Hebrew nouns designating these ideas. The let- 
ters are Yods, to indicate the Law of Response, 
and also to show that in what is pictured here, 
the secret activity associated with Virgo plays 
its part. A further suggestion of their num- 
ber, 13 , is related to the Tarot Key associated 
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with the sign Scorpio. It is a combination of 
the forces of Scorpio and Virgo which brings 
about the state of regeneration -©herein Unity 
and Love are made manifest through us. 

The SLchflov/ers are five in number* Four are 
open* They are symbols of four stages in the 
evolution of form — the mineral, vegetable, ani- 
mal and human kingdoms* The unopened sunflower 
represents a stage of development not yet 
experienced by most persons. It is a symbol of 
the kingdom of spiritual humanity, composed of 
regenerated men and women. This kingdom goes 
as far beyond that of the natural man as that 
of the natural man goes beyond that of the 
animal* 

The four sunflowers representing the kingdoms 
already in full manifestation are turned kevwBS 
the wall, so that they face the children, as if 
the latter were their suns, to vhich they turn 
for life and light. The idea suggested is that 
the kingdoms of nature so represented are 
actually turning to, and thus expressing their 
dependence on, the regenerated humanity typi- 
fied by the children. 

The fifth sunflower turns toward the sun 
above, for it and the children symbolize the 
sane thing. It represents a state of being as 
yet in its earlier stages of development, in 
bud, but not in full bloom. Thus at present it 
is mere dependent on the working of* universal 
forces than on any emb odiment o fjkhos e f or oes 
in human pers onality. ; ' The natural man and the' 
three kingdoms beXow Tiin are even now dependent 
on the new- born spiritual humanity, and receive 
their sustenance through the spiritualized and 
regenerated members of the human race. Spiri- 
tual humanity itself turns only to that which 
is above. 
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The wall behind the children is of stone. 
Thus it represents forms of truth, as opposed 
to the forms of error typified by the bricks of 
the toner in Key 16, It is, nevertheless, a 
•wall, and has five courses to show that it is 
built of materials drav/n from sense-exper ience. 
Those materials are aspects of truth, or reali- 
ty, On this point Ageless TilsdOm is explicit. 
It does not deny the truth of sense-experience. 
Even though our senses do not give us a full 
report, the report is true as far as it goes. 

The difficulty is that most persons believe 
there are no other aspects of truth than those 
we learn through physical sensation. By limit- 
ing themselves to sensation, they build an 
artificial barrier which halts their further 
progress. Thus the wall says: "Thus far, and 
no^ftrther, shalt thou go," Yet we shall see 
that Key 19 gives intimations of another way, 

. The children are nude. Thus they repeat the 
symbolism of Key 17, where we see nature 
unveiling herself as truth. In Key 19 we see 
humanity so perfectly identified with that same 
truth that it has nothing whatever to conceal. 

Here we anticipate an objection. Someone 
may aslc, "TIhat about the secrecy with which the 
Masters of Wisdom are supposed to surround 
themselves?" The answer is that they do noth- 
ing of the kind. The veils which hide them 
from us are of our own weaving, even as is the 
Veil of Isis. Our ignorance is the veil, rath- 
er than anything to which the Masters resort 
to conceal themselves. They are really the 
most childlike and transparent of human beings. 
Their lives are simple. Thpir words are sim- 
ple. It is because they are so plain and 
direct that what they say is seldom understood. 
Hence an old alchemical author says: 
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"The Sages, then, do well to call their gold 
or earth water, for they have a perfect right 
to tern it whatever they like. So they have 
frequently called the Stone their gold, their 
superperfect gold, their regenerate gold, and 
by many other names besides. If any one does 
not perceive their meaning at the first glance, 
he must blame his 01m ignorance, not their 
jealousy." 

A few lines back you read that Key 19 has 
intimations of another way than that which is 
barred by man T s interpretations of his sense 
experience. This other way is indicated by the 
fteidt that both children turn their backs en the 
wall. The nature of the Other Tlay is shown 
also by the fairy ring in which they dance. 

These two concentric circles are symbols of 
the fourth dimension. The way of the spiritual 
man is not the way of the natural man. The 
spiritual man centers himself in the inner cir- 
cle of manifestation. By repeated practice, he 
has made habitual his identif ication with the 
indwelling, central SELF. 

Hence the children are of equal stature, and 
stand on the same level, with one foot in the 
central ring. In the natural man, subcon- 
sciousness, the feminine aspect of personality, 
is subordinate. She is subjected to the mis- 
understandings and misinterpretations of the 
masculine, or self-conscious mind. This is not 
so in the life of a spiritual man, whose sub- 
consciousness is released from the bondage of 
erroneous suggestion. In spiritual humanity 
the powers of subconsciousness are rightly 
understood and rightly unfolded. Under correct 
application of the law of suggestion, subcon- 
scious habits have been established which rid 
us of the notion that because' we cannot attain 
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to certainty by means of sensation, we cannot 
attain to certainty at all. 

For this reason the first of the Tarot Keys 
is named ”The Fool,** The certainty of freedom 
possessed by a spiritual man is knowledge gained 
by means which go beyond sensation. Such 
knowledge seems felly to the uninitiated, and 
the world of sense -bound humanity derides it. 
For the Tfay of Certainty is the Tfay of N on- 
Sense, even as St, Paul* meant when he wrote 
that his doctrine was ’’sheer folly” to the 
Greeks. 

Do not confuse this esoteric Non-Sense with 
ordinary ’’nonsense.” Some well-intentioned 
persons do, in this age of eager, but often 
ill-directed, quest for occult truth. Thus it 
seems, sometimes, that the one sure way to get 
a wide popular hearing for anything purporting 
to be occultism is to make it as fantastically 
preposterous as possible. This the Inner School 
permits, in order to test the discrimination of 
those who seek to approach its portals. 

The little girl makes the gesture of repudi- 
ation toward the wall, thus indicating that 
subconsciousness has been trained to accept the 
Other Tfay. The little boy holds the palm of 
his hand away from the wall, in a gesture of 
acceptance which complements what is expressed 
by the .gesture of the girl. He is • readyi. to 
receive the New Light on the Open YJay. 

These two represent the regenerated person- 
ality. Compare them with the kneeling figures 
at the feet of the Hierophant. Lay out Keys 5, 
12 and 19, as shown in the Tarot tableau given 
in Lesson 2. Taken together in this manner, 
the Keys have more power to evoke thought than 
when studied separately. 

Let us now consider Key 19 in relation to 
the direction South, attributed to the letter 
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Resh. This is the southern face of the Cube of 
Spaco, shown in the diagram accompanying Lesson 
18. 

Tie may regard the Key as representing this 
face of the cube, so that the u part u of the de- 
sign on the observer’s right is the eastern 
half of the picture, and the part at his left 
is the vres tern half. This makes the little 
girl correspond to the direction South-East, as 
do one of the sunf lowers , and the unopened bud. 

From this xie learn that it is only in human- 
ity that the function of subconsciousness as 
Intuition is really expressed. Subconscious- 
ness is its agency of manifestation. In the 
kingdoms of nature beloiT man, true Intuition 
oannot be manifest, because Intuition is con- 
scious awareness of universal principles, and 
this conscious awareness is not among the func- 
tions of the various organisms in the three 
kingdoms of nature below that of the natural 
man. 

In those three kingdoms, represented by the 
three sunflowers behind the boy, there is an 
ever-increasing development of consciousness , 
approximating, in the higher animals, something 
very like self-consciousness. Animals like 
dogs and cats have most decided personalities, 
and so have birds accustomed to captivity, like 
canaries and parrots. 

It is far from being true that these higher 
animals are completely identified with a group- 
soul, and have no identity of their own. They 
have, in fact, personalities not very much less 
distinct than those of human beings, including 
some persons who are verp glib with their put- 
ter about animal group-souls, learnt by rote 
from Theosophical primers. Thus it may be well 
to point out here that humanity has a group- 
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soul, just as truly as do the animals, and many 
are the men and it omen who are by no means free 
from being dominated by it. 

The little boy, and the three sunflowers 
behind him, represent the direction South-Y;est, 
corresponding to the sign Scorpio and Key 13. 
And it really is through the operation of the 
force symbolized by Key 13 that the development: 
of success ivelu higher states cf consciousness 
is made possible. For this force is the active 
principle of generation and reproduction, which 
provides the Life-power with the billions of 
physical vehicles necessary to the evolution of 
human personality at the level cf the natural 
man. This same force, directed purposefully by 
the regenerated consciousness of man, typified 
by the little boy, is what completes the Great 
Yfork. 

The upper part of Key 19 corresponds to the 
upper part of the southern face of the cube, 
and so we find that the Sun is a repetition of 
the Blazing Star of Key 17, here brought into 
full manifestation. 

The lower part of Key 19 corresponds to the 
direction South-Below, and thus we learn that 
the fairy ring in which the children dance is 
another way of symbolizing what is taught by 
Key 18. The ring is the Ring-Pass -Not of the 
regenerated organism. The children clasp hands 
above its center. For the Other 17ay and the 
Hay of Return are one, and that One Tfay leads 
-within, or from the surface to the center. 
This we shall see very plainly expressed by th« 
last two Keys of the Tarot series, to be 
analyzed in the next four lessons. 

The student will do well to take the hint we 
have given in this part of the lesson, and 
study the other Keys corresponding to the faces 
of the cube. Note that because the human mind 
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never can get behind the plane of causes, the 
eastern face of the cube, corresponding to Key 
3, must be viewed from the West, so that the 
right side of Key 3 is to be inter proted as 
being South-East, and the left side as North- 
East, Similarly, the lower face of the cube 
must be viewed from above, so that the right 
side of Key 2 will correspond to South-Below, 
and the left side to North-Below, with the 
upper part corresponding to Eust-Below, and the 
lower part ot West-Below, 

North, again, is the place of the unknown, 
so that we cannot get behind that. Hence we 
look at Key 16 as if we were facing it from the 
South, which puts North-East on the right side 
of Key 16, and North-West on the left side, 
with North-Above at the top, and North-Below at 
the bottom. 

The wise student will take these hints, but 
it should be understood that they are no more 
than hints. Complete exposition of the corre- 
lptl$nn©-of Tarot with the Cube of Spago would 
require many volumes. Vie advise you to give 
seme time to it, recording yew findings in 
your occult diary; but we warn you also, at 
this stage of your work, against becoming too 
much preoccupied with this phase of Tarot. 
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LESSON FORTY-THREE 


REALISATION 

Key 20 shows the sixth stage of spiritual 
unfoldnent, in which the personal consciousness 
is on the verge of blending with the universal* 
At this stage, the adept realizes that his per- 
sonal existence is nothing but a manif estati on 
of the relation between self-consciousness and 
subconsciousness* lie sees, also, that self- 
consciousness and subconsciousness are not 
themselves personal, but are modes of universal 
consciousness* He knows that in reality his 
personality has no separate existence* At this 
stage, his intellectual conviction is confirmed 
by a fourth-dimensional experience, which blots 
out the delusion of separateness. 

The number 20 has already gained special 
significance for you, as the number of the let- 
ter Kaph, to which Key 10, the Wheel of For- 
tune, is assigned. Thus 20 is for you a num- 
ber symbolizing grasp, or comprehension. 

This idea is basic in connection with Key 
20, because in this Key we see the result of 
completing the cycle of manifestation repre- 
sented by the VIheel. In the lesson on Key 10 
it ms pointed out that humanity at large is 
yet the position of Kermanubis, and that the 
completion of the Groat Work consists in the 
extension of the light of intelligence through 
that segment of the wheel which is marked by 
the letter Yod* In other words,, when man com- 
prehends his true nature, he sees that this 
nature ds identical with the One Reality, the 
One If ill* of which the universe is a manifesta- 
tion. Then he says, U I have no will but to do 
the will of him that sent no?" 
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On the other hand, he knows that Hill. He 
knows it as a will to freedom, as a will to 
joy, as a will to health, as a will to abun- 
dance, He knows that it is a will to good, 
to the inpartation of every good and perfect 
gift. He comprehends it as the HILL which has 
its expression in all activity. Here and now, 
he sees, that Hill expresses no lack, no dis- 
ease, no failure, no poverty. He grasps the 
truth that whatever appearances of evil sur- 
round us, they seem as they do because we are 
not yet seeing the true relations. 

For such an one, daily experience is a suc- 
cession of miracles, Yfhen we begin to see the 
light, it is like the lightning-flash of Key 
16, TIhile it lasts, it breaks down structures 
of error, and shows all existence as it really 
is. Then the darkness of ignorance closes in 
again, and we have to wait for the next flash* 

In the state represented by Key 20, hcwever, 
there is perpetual recognition of the power of 
Spirit, Thus 20, read from units to tens, ex- 
presses the operation of the Ro-Thing through 
memory, or the working of the Fool 1 s vision 
through the law of the High Priestess. Here 
there is freedom from the lapses of memory 
which assail us earlier in the work. Moment by 
moment, without cessation, we see the truth and 
live it. Yfith this recognition o ernes a new 
kind of consciousness. Vie do not sleep any 
more. Our bodies are put to rest, but we re- 
main awake, able to function consciously in the 
fourth dimension, so that we actually do n serve 
God, day and night,” 

This is one of the meanings of conscious 
immortality. I testify to my knowledge that it 
is an experience of normal men and women. To 
bo unconscious eight hours out of the twenty- 
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four is as unnecessary as to wear a gas-mask in 
ordinary air® We are immortal, and wn ether we 
know it or not, we can function consciously 
while our bodies are asleep® 

The greater number of persons, however, do 
not recall their nocturnal experiences, because 
they have net developed the physical instru- 
ments for recording it. Once this power of 
recalling the experience is developed, it is 
possible to plan the whole night *s vrork, and 
recollection of it will be part of the day f s 
activities® Until this is known experimental- 
ly, no human language can convey the alteration 
it makes in one f s life® 

The Hebrew letter Shin means "a tooth or 
fang®" In its form this letter resembles three 
tongues of flame rising from a fiery base® 
Thus the element of fire is attributed to this, 
the third and last of the Hebrew Mother let- 
ters® The sound cf the letter, "Shi 1 *, is an 
admonition to silence, understood by all men® 
So, but more impressitre, is the sharper hiss of 
which this letter is also a sign in Hebrew® 
Thus the letter Shin corresponds by sound to 
the final admonition of the Masters: BE SILENT] 

Serpents, everywhere recognized as symbols 
of wisdom, are silent, subtle creatures, Jesus 
told his disciples to be wise as serpents, thus 
emphasizing, for those who had ears to hear, 
the ancient doctrine of silence. Evidently, 
then, in beginning our study of the letter 
Shin, we are approaching a great wisdom, which 
has always been reserved, something about which 
we must keep silence® 

Knowers o f the Secret do not maintain 
silence because they are niggardly with their 
spiritual possessions. Nor is the silence 
kept because any order of beings higher than 
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nan imposes a prohibition forbidding speech. 

Neither is silence observed because there is 
danger in the Secret, The one reason for 
silence is thus phrased by Lao-tze: 

"The Tao which is the subject of discussion 
is not the true Tao." This is identical with 
the statement of the alchemists, which is real- 
ly negative, though it seems to be positive in 
its wording: "Our matter has as many names as 
there are things in this world; that is why the 
foolish know it not," 

The Great Secret simply cannot be told. 
Hence it is folly to try to tell it. The wi se 
waste no time, invite no misconception, expend 
no energy, in vain efforts to tell, Ylhert they 
speak, it is not to tell the Secret, but to 
point out the Way. 

On the other hand, those vho know the Secret 
are forever telling it, not only by their 
words, but also by their lives. Thus a cor- 
respondent writes: "How strange that though I 
had read the same statement hundreds of times, 
it is only know that I perceive it I" As when we 
learn a foreign language, so with the speech of 
the rase. At first, the words are meaningless 
noises. Presently we apprehend seme of the 
meanings. If we persist in our study, a day 
arrives when not only the dictionary defini- 
tions of the words, but also the subtle con- 
notations and implications no lexicographer 
may hope to capture, are conveyed to us in 
the very same words which meant nothing in the 
beginning. 

So it is with these Tarot studies, v/here not 
only the written word, but also the more ex- 
pressive language of pictorial symbols, is used 
to communicate the mysteries. We must again 
remind you that in these lessons you are giv- 
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en keys which will open the doors of the prison 
of ignorance, and admit you to the freedom of 
the True World. The language of symbol is the 
common speech of the inhabitants of that True 
World. All languages of manic ind are but poor 
translations from it. 

If you ask, as some have done, "Why not put 
this into plain English?" we answer that where- 
ever plain English Trill convey the meaning, it 
is our constant endeavor to use it. Yet no 
translation from the mystery language can ever 
be adequate. You must learn that silent speech 
of sumbols for yourself. Then you will find 
yourself in communication with others viho know 
it. 

In old versions of Tarot, as in ours. Key 20 
is invariably named The Judgment. On the sur- 
face, this refers to that day which theologians 
regard as being afar off— .the day when all 
souls shall be judged. This is a veil for the 
real meaning. ^Judgment is the consequence of 
weighing evidence^ Hence Justice is always rep- 
resented by the scales-, and in ancient Egyptian 
pictures of the judgment of the soul, the can- 
didate^ heartwas put in the balances with the 
feather of Llaat, or truth. 

Again, £ judgment implies estimation or meas- 
urem.ent.J3 One might say that the Great Secret 
answers the question, 1! How much do you weigh? 1 ' 
That is to say, we have to see that since all 
that is real cf us is identical with the One 
Thing, our true weight must be the same as its 
weight. George Burnell has expressed it beau- 
tifully: w Truth is that which is; there cannot 
be that which is not. Therefore that which is, 
or Truth, must be all there is. n 

YJhen the weight of the heart — the central 
consciousness in man- -corresponds to the weight 
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of the feather of truth, then the scales of 
judgment are balanced. 

CA judgment is a reasoned conclusion/! Age- 
less ITisdCm offers a reasonable doctrine. The 
sages forever say: "Cone now, let us reason 
together.” St. Paul, writing of the giving up 
of the false sense of personality, calls it a 
reasonable sacrifice. The Chaldean Oracles bid 
us join works to sacred reason. Thus in the 
symbols of Key 20 we shall find many references 
to the number 4, the Tarot number particularly 
associated with reason. 

[ Yet, * since a judgment is a reasoned conclu- 
sion, , and reasoning leads to that conclusion, 
judgment is also the end of reasoning^ In Key 
20* reasoning has come to its terra, and a new 
order of knowing is manifested. Old things 
have passed awuy through the operation of the 
la it pictured by Key 13, -which is the agency of 
the principle of right discrimination pictured 
by Key 6. There is no more weighing of 
evidence, nc more discussion of pros and cons, 
no more argument for and against. That is all 
done with, and in the picture we shall find 
abundant witness to this* 

Finally , jjx judgment is a decision^} It has 
direct consequences in action. ITote thab word 
"decision,” and its derivation from a Latin 
root meaning n to cut." In this you have the 
sane hint that is given by the correspondence 
of the letter Shin to a Hebrew word meaning 
"separation," The Judgment cuts off, forever, 
our connection with the false knowledge of 
"this world." puts an end to our limita- 

tion to three-dimensional consciousness. It 
terminates our sense of mortality , J 

Thus, in a Bible promise which is directly 
related to this doctrine of Judgment, we read: 
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"They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any 
more,’ 1 

To have done with all this misery. Nothing 
less. That is the promise, and to have done 
vrith it forever . Not a makeshift alleviation. 
A devouring flame of realization which consumes 
the vrhole unhappy brood of lies. 

This vreek try to practice SILENCE. Speak 
as little as you can, keep your emotions under 
control, and above all, try to make your 
thoughts quiet. Notice that this concerves 
energy for useful endeavors. Continue this 
practice, the rest of your life. 


COLORING INSTRUCTIONS 

YELL Oh'- Bell of trumpet; rays from clouds, 
BLUE; Background; water; angel’s dress. 

(The dress a darker shade.) 

(SAY; Bodies of human figures; coffins. 

(Coffins a darker shade.) 

TiUITE: Clouds; banner (not cross); icebergs 

(blue highlights, very delicate); col- 
lar edging on angel’s dress. 

GOLD: Trumpet o 

BLONDE : Hair of woman, child and angel. 

RED: Angel’s wings; cross on banner. 
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LESSON FGHTY-FOUR 
THE JUDGMENT 

The angel of Key 20 is obviously Gabriel, 
for he carries the trumpet which summons the 
dead from their coffins. Gabriel is the arch- 
angel of the moon. In this connection, observe 
that 2, the number of the Key attributed to the 
moon, is the root-number of 20. Furthermore, 
in Key 2, all the water shown in Tarot has its 
source* 

The idea here is that the presiding power in 
the scene is the power of reflection, the root- 
power of the Universal Memory. Gabriel means 
"Might of God,” and the suggestion is, there- 
fore, that human personality is raised from the 
"death” of the three-dimensional consciousness 
by a power descending from above, rather than 
by its own efforts. The Spirit of Life in us 
never forgets itself, and when the day of judg- 
ment comes, we hear the trumpet call, proclaim- 
ing our real nature, and calling us from the 
deathlike sleep of belief in mortal existence. 

In the compcsitton of our version of this 
Key, care has been taken to enclose the angel 
in a geometrical design consisting of two equal 
circles, exactly filling a larger circle. The 
angel’s head is in the upper small circle, his 
body in the lower one. This figure is an 
ancient symbol of the fourth dimension. 

Clouds surround the angel, because the true 
nature of the Self is veiled by appearances, 
and the substance of these appearances is real- 
ly the same as the stream of consciousness 

typified by the robe of the High Priestess. It 
is the flow of the stream of consciousness 

which gives rise to our ideas of time, and 
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these ideas are what partly veil from us the 
true nature of the One Identity. 

Twelve rays of light pierce the clouds. 
These have a technical Qabalistic meaning, for 
in Hebrew wisdom, the divine name HVA, Hoa 
(pronounced Hu), has the numeral value 12. • It 

is the Hebrew third personal pronoun "He , " 
attributed to Kether , the Crown of Primal Tfill. 
The intimation here is that the light piercing 
the veil of clouds is the light of the True 
Self, called "He” by Qabalists. Gabriel per- 
sonifies one aspect of that light. 

))e "Descending from the trumpet are seven rays. 
The trumpet itself is made of gold, and in 
preceding lessons you have learned the occult 
significance of this metal. As an instrument 
for amplifying sound vibration, the trumpet 
refers to the fact that the awakening of the 
higher consciousness is actually accomplished 
by certain sounds. These are represented 
by the seven little rays, which correspond to 
the sound vibrations of the seven interior 
centers you saw symbolized by the seven small 
stars of Key 17. 

The icebergs in the background refer to a 
certain alchemical dictum, which says that in 
order to perform the Great "work, we must fix the 
volatile. The volatile is the stream of con- 
scious energy, typified as water. Its flow 
gives rise to the illusions from which our 
delusions are derived. TIhen we fix it, or make 
it solid by arresting the flow, we are eman- 
cipated from bondage. 

Thus Key 12 shows the Hanged Man, or Sus- 
pended Mind, in connection with the element of 
water. The state o f Sanadhi, or perfect 
abstraction, there pictured, culminates in the 
perpetual Intelligence symbolized by Key 20. 
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The higher consciousness arrests the flow of 
mental energy. Because it does this by means 
of abstractions having their basis in mathemat- 
ics, the arrested flovr of consciousness is 
represented by ice, a.s it is in Keys 0 and 9. 

The sea, moreover, is the end of a f leaving 
of water. Thus it suggests the same notions of 
termination and conclusion which we found asso- 
ciated frith the word ” judgment. ” 

The sea supports three stone coffins, inti- 
mating that the real support or basis for the 
appearances of physical form is the vibration 
of mental energy. The sea is the great sea of 
the race-consciousness, operating at the sub- 
conscious level. 

This is the actual substance of all things 
in human environment. There is no difference 
between the substance of an electron and the 
substance of a thought. In these days this 
ancient doctrine of Ageless TTisdcin is receiving 
abundant conf irmation from leading exoteric 
scientists. 

The coffins are rectangular, to suggest the 
apparent solidity and impenetrability of three- 
dimensional forms. The human figures stand 
upright, so that their bodies are at right 
angles to the bottoms of the coffins. This 
intimates something which is impossible to 
delineate — the mathematical definition of the 
Fourth Dimension as that which is at right 
angles to all three dimensions of space, as we 
perceive them. 

The three figures represent self-conscious 
awareness (the man), subconsciousness (the wom- 
an), and their product, the regenerated person- 
ality (the child). They correspond also to the 
Egyptian triad, Osiris the father, Isis the 
mother, and Horus the child. 
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Their postures hint to the initiated that 
9ach figure represents a Reman letter. The 
woman, by her extended arris , denotes L. The 
cuild lifts his hands over his head, so that 
his arms make a V. The man, in the traditional 
posture of Osiris risen, crosses his arms to 
form an X. Thus the three persons symbolize 
L.7.X. , the Latin for Light. 

The man is in an attitude of perfectly 
passive adoration. ■ L n fourth-dimensional con- 
sciousness, or the Perpetual Intelligence, the 
self-conscious mind realizes that it does noth- 
ing v/hatever of itself. It is merely a channel 
through nhich the higher life descends to lower 
levels. Its one virtue consists in what is 
intimated by the name of the mode of conscious- 
ness typified by the Magician, the Intelligence 
of Transparency . The more transparent self- 
consciousness becomes, the less interference it 
offers to the free passage of the One Thing. 
”0 f myself I can do nothing,” is the meaning of 
the man's crossed arms. The X crosses out, or 
cancels, the idea of personal origination for 
any action. 

The ’woman actively receives the influx of 
power from above. Since her posture suggests 
the letter L, it is related to Lamed and to Key 
11, which represents the Faithful Intelligence. 
Under the guidance of right reason, subcon- 
sciousness expresses perfect faith. 

Unreasonable faith is impossible, however 
stoutly men affirm that their creeds and dogmas 
deserve to be called "faiths.” Thus the vfoman 
represents the purification following right 
reasoning, the subconscious response to correct 
estimates of reality. 

The child faces toward the interior of the 
picture. Thus he represents insight, the turn- 
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ing of the mind array from the false reports of 
external sensation. His posture corresponds to 
V, Or Vav. He is the type of intuition, and of 
the Triumphant and Eternal Intelligence. 

The three figures are nude, to suggest a 
state of perfect innocence, a state of freedom 
from shame, that false emotion engendered by 
our incorrect interpretation of the real nature 
of human life and its functions. Their nudity 
also suggests perfect intimacy. This, o f 
course, is one of the conditions of the Perpet- 
ual Intelligence, in which the true relations 
between the conscious and subconscious minds 
and their offspring, personality, are clearly 
understood. 

The flesh of the figures is gray, to show 
that they have overcome all the pairs of 
opposites, since gray is the tint resulting 
frch the blending of any two complementary 
colors, such as white and black, red and green, 
blu* and Orange, and so on. 

Since the Tarot Keys which correspond to the 
seven interior centers correspond also to the 
pairs of opposites, here is also an intimation 
that in the Perpetual Intelligence there is a 
perfect blending of the seven pairs of oppo- 
sites: Life and Death (Key 1); Peace and Strife 
(Key 2)j TTisdom and Folly (Key 3); Health and 
Poverty (Key 10 ); Beauty and Ugliness (Key 16 )j 
Fertility and Sterility (Key 19) j and Dominion 
and Slavery (Key 21). Thus the gray flesh of 
the figures shews that the forces of the cen- 
ters have been perfectly co-ordinated, even as 
the seven rasys issuing frem the trumpet inti- 
mate the sane thing. 

The banner on the trumpet is a square, 
measuring 5x5 units, so that it is really a 
magic square of twenty-five cells, or magic 
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square of Liars. Thus it refers to the activity 
represented in Key 16, and at work also in Keys 
4, 13 and 15. Fire, the quality of Mars, pre- 
dominates in Key 20. 

Since the banner is square, and bears an 
equal-armed cross, both the banner and the 
cross are symbols of the number 4. The same 
number is indicated by the four figures in the 
picture. There are four principal elements in 
the scene: the icebergs, the sea, the group of 
human figures, and the angel. 

For Tar ob students, 20 represents Key 4, the 
Emperor, multiplied by Key 5, the Hierophant, 
T^e Emperor stands for Aries, a fiery sign, un- 
der the ruler ship of Mars. The Emperor is also 
the Tarot symbol of the sovereign reason, which 
leads to decision, or right judgment. 

Again, the banner corresponds to the number 
of the Key, for it is a square bounded by lines 
of five units , so that the perimeter of the 
banner is 20 units. i7e may think of the Per- 
petual Intelligence as being the product of the 
interaction of Reason (Key 4) and Intuition 
(Key 5). Tie must reason rightly before vie re- 
ceive the inner teaching of Intuition. Lazy 
minds do not hear the angel’s trumpet call. 

In the Cube of Space, the line corresponding 
to the letter Shin is the co-ordinate line 
joining the north face to the south. This line 
moves from the center, as do all three co-ordi- 
nates. The reason for this is that the cube is 
brought into manifestation fran the central 
point. 

The first co-ordinate is the line of the 
Mother letter Aleph, extending upward from the 
center to the face Above, corresponding to the 
letter Beth, and downward frcm the center to 
the face Belova, corresponding to the letter 
Gomel. 


TAROT FUI'JDAl lEI'ITALS 

LESSOR FORTY-FOUR 7 

The second co-ordinate is the line of the 
Mother letter Mem, extending eastward fron the 
center to the face East, corresponding t*o 
Daleth, and westward from the center to the 
face West, corresponding to Kaph. 

The first co-ordinate, because it corre- 
sponds to Aleph and the Fool, is that of the 
Life-Breath. The mode of consciousness it 
represents is spiritual consciousness, which we 
usually term “super conscious ness.” Remember, 
the terms “above” and “within" are interchange- 
able in occultism. Our habits of thought aro 
vestiges of ancestral thinking, when “heaven" 
was identified with the sky, which appears to 
be above the surface of the earth. But Masters 
of life know that the true location of "heaven” 
is not ug , but in. “The kingdom of heaven is 
within you." 

Superc consciousness, therefore, is interior 
consciousness. Thus in Key 13, the Path of 
Return appears to ascend, but really it leads 
within . Similarly, in Key 20, the little child 
faces into the picture, as do the listening 
ministers in Key 5. 

Hence each of the cube co-ordinates is a 
symbol for an aspect of superconsciousness, or 
awareness of the within. In Key 12 this aware- 
ness is” shown as a reversal of the mental 
attitude of the average man, who is concerned 
almost wholly 'with outer appearances, and his 
mental and emotional reactions to them. Key 
12, through the letter Mem, is related to the 
elenent of water, and thus it connects the 
eastern face of the cube, attributed to Venus, 
fabled to have been born from the foam of the 
ocean, to the western face, attributed to Ju- 
piter, the sky-father, ruler of rains and lord 
of the thunder -bo It. 
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The third co-ordinate is associated with the 
element of fire, and links together the north- 
ern face of the cube, attributed to the fiery 
planet Mars, and the southern face, attributed 
to the sun, source of all non if es tat ions of 
fire in our wor Id- system. 

The first co-ordinate, that of Aleph, is 
associated v/ith lif e. The second co-ordinate 
is assigned to Mem, and to substance , which is 
symbolized universally as water* The third 
co-ordinate is that which has to do principally 
with activity , symbolized by Hermetic philos^p 
ophers as fire. 

Thus Key 0 is mainly concerned with the 
super conscious awareness of life. Key 12 with 
super conscious awareness of the nature of sub- 
stance, and Key 20 with superc onscicus aware- 
ness of the true nature of activity. If you 
will develop these hints, you will find out for 
yourself many aspects of truth tteacbnwill be all 
the mere valuable to you, because they will be 
your own discoveries. 

Note also that since, in each of these 
co-ordinate lines, the direction of movement is 
double, away from the center in two opposite 
directions, it is impossible to follow any of 
them from the surface back to the center. 

How, then, shall one get to that center? By 
following one or other of the four interior 
diagonals. These are not shown in the diagrams 
accompanying Lesson Eighteen, because they 
would have bean confusing, but you can work 
them out without any difficulty, if you attend 
closely to what follows. 

These four interior diagonals correspond to 
four of the five final fsrms of certain letters 
in the Hebrew alphabet. When the letters Kaph, 
Mem, Nun, Pell or Tzaddi come at the end of a 
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Hebrew word, they are always written in a spe- 
cial way, for which the Hebrew alphabet has 
five distinct characters. These are known as 
the five "finals,” 

The four diagonals extend upward from the 
bottom of the cube, and they all pass through 
the center. The path of final Kaph begins at 
the south-east lower corner, and runs diagonal- 
ly upward through the center to the north-west 
upper corner, connecting the lower end of the 
south-east line to the upper end of the north- 
west line. The path of final Nun begins at the 

north-east lower corner, and runs up through 
the center to the south-west upper corner, con- 
necting the 1 ov:er end of the north-east line to 
the upper end of the south-west- line. The path 
of final Peh is the diagonal connecting the 
lower end of the south-west line to the upper 
end of the north-east line. The path of final 
Tzaddi joins the lower end of the north-west 
line to the upper end of the south-east line. 

The place of final Lien is at the center of the 

cube, the point of perfect equilibrium, and the 
point of control . There final lien is combined 
with the letter Tav, to form the Hebrew ThM, or 
toon , signifying perfection and completeness, 
f From this it will be evident that it is by 
means of the psychological and other activities 
represented by Keys 10, 13, 16 and 17, that the 
steps are taken which lead consciousness inward 
to the center. Because the four diagonals all 
move upward toward the center fron the place 
represented by the lower surface (and in Tarot 
by Key 2) it is evident also that the life- 
force of the person undergoing occult training 
moves along these paths as a result of re- 
sponses originating at the subconscious level. 
The upward movement along the diagonals is a 
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consequence of, and response to, a prior dcvjn- 
ward movement, originating at the conscious 
level represented by the cube*s upper face. 

For example, the shortest way to get to the 
beginning of the diagonal corresponding to 
final Kaph is to descend through the line 
North-East, corresponding to Key 4, thence 
along the line East-Below, corresponding to Key 
7, and then upward through the diagonal cor- 
responding to final Kaph and Key 10. 

The shortest way to reach the starting-point 
of the diagonal corresponding to final Nun is 
simply to descend the line corresponding to the 
Eraper or . 

The shortest way to reach the beginning of 
the diagonal corresponding to final Peh is to 
descend the north-eat line, thence to go west- ' 
ward through the line North-Below, and thence * 
southward through the line West ~Be low* 

The shortest way to reach the beginning of 
the diagonal corresponding to final Tzaddi is 
to descend the line North-East, and go west to 
the end of the line North-Below, which is also 
the beginning of the diagonal of final Tzaddi. 

Note that the first of these diagonals is 
that of Kaph, hence it cannot be traversed 
until the western face of the cube, correspond* 
ing to Kaph, has been bounded . That is, none 
of the interior diagonals can be entered until 
one has passed through the line Uest-Below, 
corresponding to Key 15 c It is to be under- 
stood, of course, that this is purely diagram- 
matic. What is meant is that one is not ready 
for the journey upward toward the center until 
one has faced the definite problem which happens 
to be one T s ovm Dweller on the Threshold, 

Having arrived at the center by v/ay of any 
one of the four interior diagonals, one may 
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'then pass in any of ten different imys to the 
exterior. Four lines lead to the upper norners 
through the diagonals, and six lines lead to 
the faces through the lines of the Mother 
letters. Thus we learn that Keys 0, 12, 20, 
10, 13, 16 and 17 represent the ways leading 
from the center tc the external faces and 
corners of the cube. 

All this is probably difficult at first 
reading, but it is included in the lessens at 
this point because nothing in this whole system 
of Tarot symbolism, with the possible exception 
of the Qabalistic Tree of Life, is of greater 
value. Thus we advise you most emphatically to 
f oil 017 all these descriptions of the cube 
symbolism and directions, -with the diagrams and 
with the various Tarot Keys. 

Tie approach the end of this cour so. llcw is 
the time bring your occult diary up to date. 
Go back through the lessons, and make sure that 
you are actually carrying out the practical 
instruction, especially the supplements. 

The emulative effect of the comparatively 
simple tasks which have been set for you is 
most valuable. Do not be deceived by the 
seeming simplicity o f seme of this work. 
Nature operates by simple means, and the Great 
Yfork is an imitation of those simple methods 
whereby she accomplishes marvelous results. 
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LESSON FORTY-FIVE 
COSL1IC CONSCIOUSNESS 

The last card of the major Tarot Keys, The 
IT or Id, is a symbol of cosmic consciousness, or 
Nirvana, The central fact of this experience 
is that f he to whom it comes has first-hand 
knowledge* - of his identity with the One Power - 
which is 'the Pivot and Source of the whole cos- 
mos. |He knows also that through him the Power 
which governs and directs the universe flows 
out into manifestation,!] 

’lords fail to give any adequate idea of this 
seventh stage of spiritual unfoldment, It must 
be left to your intuition to carabine the sug- 
gestions of the picture with the meaning of the 
lottor Tav, which is assigned to this Key, 
Here is a picture of what you really are, and 
of vihat the cosmos really is. The universe is 
the Dance of Life, The inmost, central SELF of 
YOU is the Eternal Dancer, 

21 is the sum of the numbers from 0 to 6, so 
that, as a key number in Tarot, it shears the 
completion or extension of the power of the 
principles represented by the seven Keys from 
Key 0 to Key 6, Thus there is a close affinity 
betweenKey 21 and Key 7, for as 21 is the con- 
sequence of adding the digits from 0 to 6, so 7 
follows 6 in the numerical scale* Furthermore, 
we shall find that Saturn is attributed to Key 
21, and Saturn is the seventh of the planets 
known to the ancients. From Saturn’s " Eobrew 
Name, Shabbathai , we get the same meaning as 
from Sabbath, the day of rest or inertia, and 
the seventh day of the week. In the Tarot tab- 
leau, moreover. Key 21 (3 x 7) is placed below 

Key 14 (2 x 7 ) - and Key 14 is placed below 
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Key 7. Thus the principle at work in Key 21 is 
represented by Key 7, and the secret of* Key 7 
is beautifully explained in the following words 
from Light on the Path: 

"Stand aside in the coming battle, and 
though thou fightest, be no thou the warri or * 

"Look for the warrior, and let him fight in 
thee* 

"Take his orders for the battle and obey 
them* 

"Obey him not as though he were a general, 
but as though he we re thyself, and his spoken 
vrords were the utterance of thy secret desires; 
for he is thyself, yet infinitely wiser and 
stronger than thyself. Look for him, else in 
the fever and hurry of the fight thou mayest 
pass him; and he will not know thee unless thou 
knowest him. If thy cry reach his listening 
ear then will he fight in thee and fill the 
dull void within. And if this is so, then 
canst thou go through the fight cool and un- 
wearied, standing aside and letting him battle 
for thee. Then it will be impossible for thee 
to strike one blow amiss. But if thou look not 
for him, if thou pass him by, then there is no 
safeguard for thee. Thy brain will reel, thy 
heart grow uncertain, and in the dust of the 
battlefield thy sight and sense will fail, 
and thou wilt not know thy friends from thy 
enemies . 

"He is thyself, yet thou art but finite and 
liable to error. He is eternal and is sure. 
He is eternal truth. Vifhen once he has entered 
thee and become thy warrior, he will never 
utterly desert thee, and at the day of the 
great peace he will become one with thee." 

Read this quotation carefully. See how the 
warrior, the rider in the chariot, is identi- 
fied with speech, the f motion associated with 
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Key 7. Furthermore, since the rider is the ONE 
SELF, he is also the Hierophant, associated 
■with hearing, and in this quotation, his "lis- 
tening ear" is specifically mentioned# It is 
from a Master of the Tfestern School that this 
gem of occult wisdom. was given to ut; and those 
familiar with it will recall the fact that the 
two sections of the text are each divided into 
twenty- one numbered paragraphs, preceded by an 
introduction bearing no number# 

"He is thyself," The quest is for the SELF. 
The goal is the SELF# The knowledge is knowl- 
edge of the SELF. The p cower of the infinite 
and eternal SELF is the only power# The SELF 
is the ONE, working through the mysterious, 
glamorous activity of reflection and duality# 
All this is shown in 21, the number of this 
last Tarot Key# 

The Hebrew letter Tav means "signature," or 
"mark#" The actual mark is a cross having four 
equal arms, like that on the banner of the 
angel in Key 20, 

The Egyptian TAU, corresponding to this let- 
ter, is said to have been a tally for measuring 
the depth of the Nile, also a square for test- 
ing right angles. Among the Hebrews, the 
letter Tav, written in the old alphabet as a 
cress like that on the breast of the High 
Priestess, was a sign of salvation (See Ezekiel 
9:4)# It was a symbol of salvation f r cm death, 
and a signature of eternal life. 

As representing a signature, this letter 
implies security, pledge, guarantee, and so on# 
A signature makes a business instrument valid# 
Thus Tav indicates the final seal and complo- 
tion of the Great Work, 

The great secret of the letter Tav is the 
point where the twe lines cross. This point 
represents the inner center at which the One 
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Identity has its abode. Thus The Book of For- 
mation says: "The only Lord God, the faithful 
King, rules over all from His holy habitation 
for ever and ever." And the same book indi- 
cates the place of that holy habitation thus: 
"The seven double consonants are analogous to 
the six dimensions: Height and Depth, East and 
West, North and South, and the Holy Temple that 
stands in the center, which sustains then. all*” 
This innermost point is in itself no-taing, and 
thus The Clementine Homilies report St. Peter 
as saying that the Place of God is "That-which- 
is-not," Yet this latter text goes on to say: 

"This, therefore, that, starting from God, 
is boundless in every direction must needs be 
the heart holding Him Who is verily above all 
things in fashion. Who, wheresoever He be, is 
as it were in the middle of a boundless space, 
being the terminal of the All. Taking their 
origin therefore from Him, the six extensions 
have the nature of unlimited things. Cf which 
the one, taking its beginning from God, is dis- 
played upwards toward the height, another down- 
wards toward the depth, another to the right, 
another to the left, another in front, another 
behind • . . For ' a t Him the six boundless 
lines do terminate and from Him they take their 
b oundl ess ext ens i on . " 

Read this quotation several times, comparing 
it with what is said in Lessen 44, and with 
Figure 3 in the diagram accompanying Les- 
son 18. Note that the abode of God .is called 
the heart. It is also termed "That-which-is- 
not," because it has no physical form or 
fashion, and might perfectly well be indicated 
by the zero sigp., which we attribute to the 
Fool. Yet it is by no means a non-entity, for 
this inner POINT is a positive metaphysical, 
intellectual reality. Hence, if you can grasp 
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THE IDEA. THAT THIS PLACE OF GOD, OR HOLY 
TELPLE THAT STANDS AT THE CENTER, IS NECESSAR- 
ILY EVERYWHERE, you vri.ll see that it must be 
the center of your own being# 

Hence to Tav -is assigned also the Adminis- 
trative Intelligence, of which it is v/ritten: 
"It is so called because it directs all the op- 
erations of the seven planets, associates their 
activities, and guides them all in their proper 
courses 

Remember that the occult planets are the 
same as the interior stars mentioned in connec- 
tion with Key 17# Remember also that each of 
these planets corresponds to a Hebrew double 
letter, and thus to one of the six directions, 
as follows: Height, Mercury, Beth, Key 1; 
Depth, Moon, Gimel, Key 2; East, Venus, Daleth, 
Key 3; West, Jupiter, Kaph, Key 10; North, 
Mars, Peh, Key 16; South, Sun, Resh, Key 19; 
CENTER (the Holy Temple), Saturn, Tav, Key 21# 
Thus Tav represents the point of control, at 
the CENTER, or at the heart* Not the physical 
organ, understand, but heart in the sense of 
"midst, inmost, core*" To get at the heart of 
your personal existence is to enter the Palace 
of the King# There the CUE oELF is enthroned# 
There the Lord of tho Universe has His abode# 
There is the central point of authority and 
rulership, extending its boundless influence 
throughout the cosmos# There, vjhen the Great 
Work is accomplished, and the Father and the 
Son are One, the New Kingdom is established# 
Concerning this an ancient alchemical trea- 
tise says: 

"The Son ever remains in the Father, 

And the Father in the Son* 

Thus in divers things 

They -produce untold, precious fruit# 

They perish nevermore. 
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And laugh at death. 

By the Grace of God they abide forever. 

The Father and the Son, triumphing 
gloriously 

In the splendour of their II ew Kingdom, 

Upon one throne they sit. 

And the face of the Ancient Master 
Is straightway seen between them/ 1 
— Boole ox* Lambspring, 

That CENTER within . Seek it diligently, and 
you shall surety find it, and find there the 
Stone of the Wise, so perfectly described in 
the quotation you have just read. 

Key 21 summarizes the whole Tarot, and so 
epitomizes all that can be put into any kind of 
symbolism, concerning the culmination of the 
Great Work. Stamp the symbols deep upon your 
subconsciousness, as you color them this week. 

COLOR III G INSTRUCT ICRS 


GREEK: Ylreath. 

BLUE: Background, (leave blank the ellipses 
round spirals in hands). 

BRGIYN : Animals (as in Key 10). 

uIilTS: Clouds, as in Key 10. Rays should 
be painted white, extending from 
the ellipses round the spirals, 
into the blue of the background. 

BLONDE; Hair on man and dancer; beak of 
eagle. 

VIOLET :Kaph- shaped veil round dancer. 

RED: Binding at top and bottom of the 

wreath; the cap- like v/reath on the 
head of the dancing figure. 
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LESSOR FORTY-SIX 
THE TJORLD . 

The title of Key 21, "The World," suggests 
"world-consciousness." "When you attain to this 
you find yourself in tune with the whole uni- 
verse. You discover that the center of life 
and power at the heart of your personal life is 
one with the Power which rules creation. 

In this consciousness, the whole universe is 
realized as the body of the I AM. When you ex- 
perience this, you will know that the directive 
Center of the entire field of cosmic activity 
is identical with your innermost SELF. 

The four corners of this Key are occupied by 
the same mystical figures which appear On Key 
10. Here there is a difference in one detail. 
In Key 21 the face of the bull is turned away 
from the lion, and thus also away from the cen- 
tral figure of the design. This is intentional, 
and follows an ancient tradition observed in 
most early versions of Tarot. 

The bull represents the element of earth, oj* 
that which gives form. In Key 10 this is turn- 
ed toward the lion, and also toward the center 
of the Key, where the symbol of Spirit is shown 
at the heart of the wheel, because .the mental 
activity pictured in Key 10 is one which turns 
the mind away from form to the consideration of 
energy, away fr on body to the consideration of 
Spirits? The comprehension of the Lav/ of Cycles 
(Key 10) is an act of mental abstraction, in 
which attention is turned away from the forms 
of things to their fiery essence (the lion). 

In Key 21, on the contrary, the emphasis is 
upon concrete manifestation. For this Key is 
attributed to the planet Saturn, representing 
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cosmic forces which limit energy in produc- 
ing form. In this Key, therefore, the bull 
faces array f r an the lion, and array from the 
center of the design, in order to indicate that 
the forces pictured by The YiOrld move toward 
concrete manifestation. 

The goal of the Great Work is not abstrac- 
tion. It is demonstration, expression, orderly 
procession of energy into suitable forms — the 
adornment o f the Life-power with suitable 
garments . 

For the other meanings of the f our figures 
at the corners of Key 21 see the explanations 
in Lesson Twenty-four, page 4. Remember that 
the general significance is that, as these 
creatures represent the Great Name, I H V H, 
their positions at the corners of the Key sug- 
gest that all manifestation is included within 
the boundaries of this Name anil the Reality for 
which it stands. 

The wreath is an ellipsoid figure. Its 
longer axis is exactly eight units, and its 
shorter one exactly five units. Thus a rec- 
tangle which would exactly contain it would be 
eight units high and five units wide. The 
rectangle of 5 x 8 is mentioned in the first of 
the Rosicrucian manifestoes, Fama Fraterni- 
tatis , which speaks of "a vault of seven sides 
and seven corners, every side five foot broad, 
and the height of eight foot," Note that the 
area of such a rectangle is 40 square units, 
and that 40 is the number of the letter Mem, 
the letter corresponding to the Hanged Man, “Key 
12. The total length of the four boundary 
lines of such a rectangle is 26 units, the num- 
ber of the Name I H V H. Furthermore, 5 is to 
8 in very close approximation to the Golden 
Section, or Extreme and Mean Proportion, and 
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these two numbers were used again and again by 
the ancients to express that proportion, which 
is related also to the fifth and the octave in 
music. Extreme and Mean Proportion may be thus 
defined: "That proportion in which the lesser 
part is to the greater part as the greater part 
is to the whole,” It is paraphrased in the 
occult maxim: '‘Nature (the lesser part) is to 
Man (the greater part) as Man is to (the 

whole)," 

To students of dynamic symmetry, the 5x8 
rectangle is known as the "Rectangle of the 
TIhirling Square.” It is the basis of the 
logarithmic spiral, concerning which Claude 
Bragdon says : 

"IT ow the generic or archetypal form of 
everything in the universe is naturally not 
other than the form of the universe itself. 
Our stellar universe is itcw thought by* astrcqa- 
cmers to be a spiral nebula; and the spiral 
nebulae we see in the heavens, stellar systems 
like our own. The geometric equivalent of the 
nebula form is the logarithmic spiral. This is. 
therefore the unit form of the universe, the 
form of all forms,” 

Thus the wreath represents the name, IHVH, 
as the FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE OF FORM, of which 
the entire cosmos is the representation or 
manifestation. 

The wreath is composed of twenty-two triads 
of leaves. Every triad corresponds to a Hebrew 
letter, to one of the twenty- two aspects of 
conscious energy represented by those letters, 
and to one of the twenty-two Tarot Keys. Every 
mode of the Life-power has three kinds of 
expression: 1, Integrative; 2. Disintegrative; 
3, Equilibrating. The third balances the other 
two, 

/eare* T«}>res e-rif the forces of organic life. - -- 
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Note that a wreath is a work of man. Nat we 
provides the leaves. Man weaves then into a 
chaplet for the viotor. Thus the wreath is a 
aymbol for human adaptation of the forces of 
nature. It suggests also that cosnic con- 
sciousness is not spontaneously provided by 
natural evolution. It is the completion of the 
Great Work* and man is the artificer. 

At top and bottom* the vjreath is fastened 
with bands similar to the horizontal figwe 8 
over the head of the Magician, All that is 
visible of this band is that portion which 
makes a form of the letter X. This is the 
shape, of one of the ancient Hebrew characters 
for the letter Tav, This intimates that the 
power represented by Tav is what man uses to 
bind the forces of natwe into a wreath of 
victory. It is also a hint that the X form is 
more accurately shovm as the horizontal 8, 
figure of mathematical infinity, and symbol of 
the truth that opposite effects are produced by 
identical causes. 

The wreath rests on the bull and the lion, 
because man’s power of giving form (the bull) 
to the formless, fiery, essential energy (the 
lion) is what enables him to weave together the 
twenty-two modes of force derived from that one 
energy. 

Finally* the outline of the wreath is a zero 
sign. The ellipse of manifestation, woven by 
man from the forces which play through him, is 
No-Thing. It has just as much power over him as 
he gives it, and not one whit more. It does 
not really bind him, when he understands what 
it is* The "world” of a Master of life is a 
wreath of victory. 

The dancer in the wreath appears to be fem- 
inine, but has been so dravm that the legs are 
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more masculine than womanly in appearance* The 
IT or ld-Dancer is the Celestial Androgyne* Her 
purple veil (in our version, as in ancient 
Tarot Keys) is in the form of a letter Kaph* 
Because Kaph is represented in Tarot by Key 10, 
the meaning here is this : Yhe mechanistic 

appearance assuned by natural phenomena (Kaph, 
the Wheel of Fortune) veils their true charac- 
ter* The cosmos seems to be a system of wheels 
within wheels. It presents itself to our 
intellectual consciousness, as a vast machine* 
Cause and effect seem t o be rigidly and 

unalterably connected* 

This is only relatively true. The Life- 
power is the author, and therefore the master, 
of the Law of Cause and Consequence* All 
11 laws" are part and parcel of the drama of 
mani f e s t at i on . 3J o law binds the SELF . 

The IT or ld-Dancer is perfectly free, and this 
state of freedom is NOT. Hence the Dancer 

stands on nothing. She is self -supported* She 

herself is in perfect equilibrium* 

A spiral in her right hand turns toward the 
right. One in her left hand turns toward the 
left* These spirals represent ‘integration and 
disintegration. They are complements, and they 
turn simultaneously* 

In the picture, each spiral has a definite 
beginning and a definite end, but this is 
simply a limitation due to the impossibility of 
picturing the infinite* Understand that the 
process the spirals symbolize has neither be- 
ginning nor end. Each spiral has exactly 
eleven loops, so that the two together repre- 
sent the twenty-two modes of conscious energy 
symbolized by the Hebrew letters and Tarot 
Keys. 

He who enters into cosmic consciousness 
experiences directly what is symbolized by this 
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Key* He knows that every particle of the mani- 
fested universe is a living center of the One 
Reality, within that One Reality. He perceives 
directly that whatever is being disintegrated 
is exactly balanced by that which is simultane- 
ously being integrated. He knows that the 
universe is a universe of conscious motion, 
consisting of endless sequences of production, 
destruction and reproduction. Evolution is 
balanced by devolution, association by disso- 
ciation, integration by disintegration. 

Says The Book of Concealed Mystery , an old 
Qabalistic work: ^Before there was equilibrium, 
countenance beheld not countenance. This 
equilibrium hangeth in that region which is 
NOT, 11 (Compare this with what is said of the 
Place called M That -which- is -not u in the Clemen- 
tine Homilies , quoted in Lesspn 45. 

This region which is HOT is the central- 
point in the Cube of. Sg&oe, where the, three- 
co-ordinates and the four interior diagonals 
cross. It is *uhe point of perfect balance, 
through which pass the thirteen axes of sym- 
metry of the cube. At this point our occult 
attribution of the letters places the generat- 
ing center of the three co-ordinates. That is 
to say, the three Mother letters, Aleph, Mem 
and Shin, are all located at this center, and 
the co-ordinate lines corresponding to these 
letters radiate from this center. At this cen- 
ter, also, is placed the letter Tav, the Temple 
of Holiness in the midst. Final Mem is also 
located here. From these letters we may form 
the two words, Emeth , A M Th, and Shem , Sh M. 
Emeth means, fundamentally, stability , hence 
truth. Shem signifies sign , token , memorial , 
monument , name . It is used often in the Qabal- 
istic writings to designate the special Divine 
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Name, Jehovah, or I II V E. Thus the letters 
assigned, to the central point of the cube sig- 
nify the Truth of THAT which was, is and trill 
be. 

The same truth is the central reality* at 
the core of human personality. Therefore is 
the Name of God. declared by Moses to be I AM, 
For the same reason, Hindu philosophers term 
this res-lity the Supreme SELF. 

The point where it is centered, however, is 
without form or dimensions. Hence it is the 
region which is NOT, Here is the same sugges- 
tion the Qabalah gives us, when it calls 
Bn , AIN, the No-Thing, the ‘'First Veil of the 
Absolute,” It is what Tarot means by numbering 
the Fool, symbol of the Spirit that manifests 
the whole creation, with the zero sign. No 


perfect freedom 

of the Central Reality. At 

this center 

is the focus of all possibilities. 

conceivable 

and 

inconceivable, known and un- 


known. 

Walt Whitman emphasizes the idea of equilib- 
rium also, for he tells us that cosmic con- 
sciousness is an "intuition of the absolute 
balance, in time and space, of the whole of 
this multifariousness, this revel of fools, and 
incredible make-believe and general unsettled- 
ness we call the world j a soul-sight of that 
divine clue and unseen thread which holds the 
whole congeries of things, all history and 
time, and all events, however trivial, however 
momentous, like a leashed dog in the hand of a 
hunter," 

Leashed, but ready to be let loose to 
fulfil the hunter’s bidding. When the SELF is 
known, it is known as the Master of the Show of 
Illusion named the World. The name of this 


TAROT FTJNDALIST T ALS 

LESSOR FORTY-SIX 8 

Easter, in Hebrew, is Eheyeh , A II I H, or I AM, 
and this is the supreme Divine Name attributed 
to ICether, the Crown of Primal Will. It is 
connected with this final Tarot Key because its 
number, litre that of the Key, is 21. 

What we wish most to leave with you in 
closing this lesson and this course is the 
realization that estates of consciousness are_ 
s t at e s of power. [The goal of the Great Work ii7 
to know the SelfjJ but to know, as vre mean it 
here, is not merely to v/itness, not merely t« 
be aware of something external, as when we say 
we "know” the various phenomena of our environ- 
ment# ^The knov/ledge which completes the Great 
Work is identification with the Central Reality 
of the universe, and such knowledge is really 
the acme of practical pov/er#^ 

Thus, in alchemical booEs, this knowledge is 
symbolized by the Philosophers* Stone— that is 
to say, the mineral kingdom as the truly vrise 
perceive it# For the mineral kingdom is the 
basis of all form-manifestation throughout the 
universe, and to see that kingdom as it really 
is, is to understand all else# Hence the al- 
chemists assure us that Yrhoever knciTS the First 
Matter knov;s all that is necessary, because, as 
Philalethes puts it, in his Fount of Chemical 
Truth, "Our appliances are part of our sub- 
stance." Here is the secret, in plain sight. 

In the consciousness of one who has reached 
this goal. Father and Son have become one, and 
rule from the throne at the center of the ALL. 
This is the secret meaning of Bhben , A B N, the 
STOKE, as vre have told you before# Therefore 
is it vjritten that they vrho possess this STONE 
have the means for preserving their youth, 
expelling disease, preventing suffering, and 
providing themselves vrith all they require# 
All this is exactly and actually true, vrith out 
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any metaphor whatever* Success in the Great 
Work so unites the personal self with the GiJE 
IDE1JTITY that every detail of the personal 
existence is a conscious expression of the 
ALL PO-.iER. 

A life so lived is a life of perfect free- 
dom, perfect health, perfect joy. It is a life 
in which there i s no trace o f want or 
insufficiency. It is a life in which every 
circumstance of daily experience affords an 
opportunity for the demonstration of . what is 
termed, in connection with the letter Tav, the 
Administrative Intelligence, 

Such a life is, in highest measure, ji per- 
fect fulfilment of one's real heart’s desire. 
It is the actual and practical realization of 
heaven on earth, here and new. Ee who lives it 
ceases to be a bond-slave to appearances, a 
mere subject of the cosmic government. He 
enters into joyous participation . in that 
government, as one whose life is a continual 
administre.tion of the perfect lav; of liberty. 

Make this your goal. Devote yourself with 
all your heart to it, and, like thousands who 
have gone this way before you, you shall be 
among those who tread the joyous measures of 
tho Dance of Life. 


* * * 

Next week you will receive the Supplement to 
this course. It is a series of meditations to 
be used in conjunction with the Keys of Tarot, 
Be sure to follow the instruction given in this 
Supplement, with full attention to all its 
details. It is your work for next month. 
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A MONTH OF TAROT PRACTICE 

You now possess the fundamental knowledge 
required for your further progress. You have 
had your introduction to Tarot. You lcnow 
enough about each Key to enable you to grasp 
mor^ advanced instruction. Yet to make Tarot 
serve ycu as ( it^ should, you need to become even 
better a^uainted with it. In the hands of 
experts, it is a powerful instrument for self- 
trans format ion "and self-mastery. Yet even the 
greatest adepts in its use once knew less about 
it than you do now* 

Do not make the mistake of trying to review 
TAROT FUNDAMENTAL at this time* You don T t 
repeat the formula of introduction every time 
you meet a new acquaintance* No, you watch his 
behavior, every time you see him in a different 
set of circumstances. You get to know him bet- 
ter by hearing what he says, and seeing what he 
does. So it is with Tarot. The best way to 
broaden and deepen your knowledge of it is 
to see it from as many different points of view 
as possible* 

Remember, you can arrange these twenty-two 
Keys (using them all in each arrangement) 
no less than ONE SEXTILLION MAYS. The exact 
number is 1, 124,000,727, 7?7 *607,680*000* There 
are innumerable other groupings, in which only 
part cf the series is used. Thus the total 
number of possible arrangements is practically 
infinite. 

Every combination has its own special mean- 
ing. Every combination calls forth its own 
particular subconscious response. Every com- 
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bination. brings to the surface of your mind 
some fresh, perception of relationships between 
ideas and things. Thus every combination helps 
you to organize your mind, and enables you to 
knit more closely the fabric of your thought* 

In the following pages you will, find- twenty- 
four combinations. Use one each day* six days' 
a week, beginning the Monday after you receive 
this lesson. Do no work on Sundays, except the 
recitation of the Pattern* 

Begin by picking out the Keys selected for 
the day. Put them before you. Study them 
carefully in relation to cue another . Then 
read the meditation aloud. 

The meditations have potent suggestive pow- 
er. Every meditation is completed by a key 
sentence for the day, printed in capitals a 
Write this on a slip of paper, and carry it 
with you during the day. Repeat it at least 
three times, as the day passes* 

By carrying out this instruction carefully, 
you will accomplish several desirable results. 
You will charge your subconsciousness daily 
with seeds of creative thought. You will also 
review the entire series of Tarot Keys, from a 
fresh point of view. You will begin to under- 
stand from actual experience hear wonderfully 
Tarot can aid you in living the liberated life. 

After you have completed the four weeks* 
practice you will be ready to send your answers 
to the Proficiency Test at the end of this les- 
son. This will enable you to check your grasp 
of TAROT FUNDAMENTALS , 

The tools are now in your hands. You have 
learned what they are. You now begin to do the 
work which will enable you to be what you want 
to be, do what you want to do. and have every- 
thing requisite to that being and doing. From 
now on, you begin to live your daily life in 
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accordance -with the principles and lavra symbol- 
ized by the Tarot Keys* Your feet are firmly 
planted on the Way of Liberation. 


MEDITATIONS 


FIRST ‘DAY: Keys 0 and 1. 

Life limitless flours through me to complete 
its perfect work. The power which guides all 
things finds • in me an open channel of expres- 
sion. Receiving that power freely, I freely 
give it to all things and creatures in the 
field of existence surrounding me, 

. THROUGH M E LIFE ETERNAL TRANSFORMS ALL 
THINGS INTO ITS LIKENESS. 

SECOND DAY: Keys 2 and 3 

The law of truta is written in my heart; all 
my members are ruled by it. Through my subcon- 
sciousness, I aid united to the Source of all 
wisdom, and its light banishes every shadow of 
ignorance and fear. I share the perfect memory 
of the Universal Mir.d f , and have free access to 
its treasures of knowledge and wisdom« 

THE PEACE OF THE ETERNAL, AND THE LIGHT OF 
ITS PRESENCE, ARE WITH ME NOT. 

THIRD DAY: Keys 4 and 5. 

The Mind that frames the worlds is ruler of 
my thoughts; I listen for its instruction. 
Through me the One Life sets its house in or- 
der, and makes known the hidden meaning of its 
ways and works. It arms me against all appear- 
ances of hostility, and by its revelation of 
truth I meet and solve the problems of this 
day. 
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DIVINE REASON GUIDES HI THOUGHT AND DIRECTS 
MY ACTION, THROUGH THE INSTRUCTION OF THE VOICE 
OF INTUITION. 

FOURTH DAYj Keys 6 and 7. 

The healing radiance of the One Life de- 
scends up on me; it fills the field of my whole 
personal existence with heavenly influences of 
strength and peace. All the force of my being 
is rightly disposed, for I yield myself utter- 
ly to the sure guidance of the One Will whj.ch 
governs all things. I see things in their true 
relationships and proportions, and my words,, ’ 
expressing this clear visicn, are words of 
power. - 

THIS DAY I THINK AND ACT WITH TRUE DISCRIK- 
INATIQN, FOR MY PERSONALITY IS A VEHICLE FOR 
THE LORD OF LIFE. 

FIFTH DAY: Keys 8 and 9. 

My strength is established, and I rejoice, 
for I am one with the single Source of all pow- 
er. Nothing is, or can be, my antagonist, for 
I am a perfectly responsive instrument, through 
which the Primal Will finds free expression. 
The subtle vibrations of cosmic energy work to- 
gether for my liberation, and even now the Hand 
of the Eternal leads me step by step along the 
way to freedom. 

EVERY FORCE IN THE UNIVERSE IS All OBEDIENT 
SERVANT OF THE ONE IDENTITY, MY OWN TRUE SELF. 

SIXTH DAYs Keys 10 and 11. 

One power spins electrons round the nucleus 
of an atom, whirls planets round suns, express- 
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es itself in all cycles of universal activity, 
yet remains ever itself, and perpetually main- 
tains its equilibrium. The sum-total of the 
revolutions of the great universe, including 
all activities, is inseparable from the suc- 
cessive transformations of energy which make up 
my life history. Every detail of my daily 
experience is seme part of a cosmic cycle of 
adjustment and transf ormaticn. 

THE WHIRLING FORCE WHICH MOVES THE WORLDS IS 
THE MOTIVE POWER IN ALL MY PERSONAL ACTIVITIES, 
AND ADJUSTS THEM ALL TO RIGHT USES. 

SEVENTH DAY: Use only the Pattern today. 

EIGHTH DAYs Keys 12 and 13. 

* 

I do nothing of myself • These thoughts and 
words and deeds are but the ripening of the 
seeds of past activities.' Every phase of my 
personal existence depends utterly on the mo- 
tion of the One Life. Therefore I am, free from 
fate, free from accident, free even frem death, 
since what I truly am can suffer neither decay 
nor change. By knowledge of truth I reverse 
all former pain-bearing errors. The darkness 
of ignorance passes away, and the light of a 
new day dawns in my heart. 

I SUSPEND THE ERROR OF PERSONAL ACTION, AND 
THUS DISSOLVE THE LIE OF SEPARATION. 

NINTH DAY: Keys 14 and 15. 

Recognizing every detail of my life experi- 
ence to be the operation of the One Life, I 
perceive that every appearance of adversity 
must be, in truth, a mask worn by that same Cue 
Life, to test my power to know it, even through 
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the most forbidding veils. Like a wise 
teacher, the One Life sets me problems, that 
in the solutions I may receive renewed proofs 
that nothing whatever may be excluded frcm 
the perfect order of the Great Plan. 

THAT WHICH WAS AND IS AND WILL BE IS THE 
ONLY REALITY. THIS DAY I SEE THE FACE OF TEE 
BELOVED BEHIND EVERY MASK OF ADVERSITY. 

TENTH DAY* Keys 16 and 17, 

I am awakened frcm the nightmare of delu- 
sion, and now the truth that God, Man and 
Universe are but three names for the One 
Identity, is clear to me. Fear makes seme 
men bui^d them prisons which they call places 
of safety, but he who has seen the vision of 
the Beicved has in his heart no room for 
fear . 

I NEED NO BARRIERS OF PROTECTION, FOR THE 
LIFE OF ALL CREATURES IS MY TRUEST FRIEND, 

J 

4 

ELEVENTH DAY: Keys 18 and 19. «' 

?<• 
i * 

My feet are set upon the path of libera- 
tion, which shall lead me far frcm the limits ;; 
of the world of sense illusion. I follow the 
Way of Return, as a child turns its faoe 
homeward at the end of the day. I do not see 
the end of the road, for it goes ' beyond the 
boundaries of my present vision, but I know 
the sun shines there, and that joy is there, 
for I have heard the messages of encourage- 
ment sent back by those who have gone on 
ahead. 

MY EYES ARE TURNED TOWARD THE HEIGHTS. 

I PRESS ON TOWARD THE NEW LIFE OF A NEW DAY. 
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M2LFTH DAY: Keys 20 and 21. 

Thel lifa of the heavens is manifested id 
e, here on earth. The fire of right knowl- 
dge burns away the bonds of illusion, and 
he light of right understanding transforms 
he face of the world. Through me the Per** 
etual Intelligence which governs all things 
dministers its Perfect Law, 

MINE IS THE LIFE ETERNAL, TRENDING. THE 
OYOUS MEASURE OF THE DANCE OF MANIFESTATION. 

HIRTEENTH DAY: Keys 0, 1, 2, 

This "self -consciousness" of mine is the 
eans whereby the cultural power of the One 
,ife may be directed to the field of subcon- 
cicus activity. Its primary function is 
hat of alert attention. As I watch closely 
he sequence of this day’s events, their 
leaning will be transmitted to rry subcctn- 
ciousness, there to germinate in forms of 
ight knowledge and right desire. 

TODAY I AM ON THE ALERT. 

OURTEENTH DAY: Use only the Pattern. 

IFTEENTH DAY: Keys 3, 4, 5, 

Ivy personal world is as I see it . If the 
mages rising from my subconsciousness are 
onsequences of iry faulty perceptions of oth- 
ir days, the new knowledge I have gained will 
ielp me detect and destroy them. By being 
;hus ever on the watch, I shall set my world 
n order. Thus, too, shall I make ready to 
tear the Voice of Intuition, which will 
enable me to solve my problems when I am face 
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to face with appearances of disorder which my 
reasoning will not set straight* 

I SEE THINGS AS THEY ARE. 

SIXTEENTH DAY: Keys 6, 7, 8. 

Consciousness and subconsciousness work 
together in my life, as harmoniously balanced 
counterparts. I yield my whole personality 
to the directive and protective influx of the 
One Life. The mighty forces of vibration 
below the level of my self-consciousness are 
purified and adjusted by the Master Power of 
which I am a receptive vehicle. 

HARMONY, PEACE* AND STRENGTH ARE MINE. 

SEVENTEENTH DAY: Keys 9, 10, 11. 

The Will of the Eternal guides me to per- 
fect union with the One Identity. Every 
detail of my daily experience is in truth a 
revelation of that Will through the cycles of 
its expression. What I do now is inseparable 
from the cosmic sequences of manifestation 
which establish the reign of justice through- 
out creation. 

THE ONE POWER, MANIFESTING THE PERFECT 
ORDER 0 F THE UNIVERSE, KEEPS ME POISED 
THROUGH ALL CHANGES. 

EIGHTEENTH DAY: Keys 12, 13, 14. 

Every detail of my personal activity is 
really seme part of the operation of the cos- 
mic life. Today I reap the fruit of thoughts 
and words and deeds of other days, and pass 
on to better things. I am guided, moment by 
moment, by the over shad owing presence of the 
One Identity* 
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MY PERSONALITY DOES NOTHING OF ITSELF, 
PASSING FROM STAGE TO STAGE OF ITS GROWTH, BY 
THE POWER OF THE ONE LIFE, TOWARD THE GOAL OF 
FREEDOM* 

NINETEENTH DAY: Keys 15, IS, 17. 

Every appearance of adversity and antagon- 
ism is an evidence of faulty vision. Let me 
be freed today from the delusion of separate- 
ness, and let my eyes be opened to. this -white 
splendor of the Truth of Being. 

I REJOICE IN MY PROBLEMS, FOR THEY STIMU- 
LATE MY CONSCIOUSNESS TO OVERCOME ERROR, THAT 
I MAY SEE THE 3SAUTY OF THE DIVINE PERFEC- 
TION. 

TWENTIETH DAY: Keys 18, 19, 20. 

Every cell in my body is animated by the 
cosmic urge to freedom, I turn my back upon 
the limitations of the past, and face coura* 
geously toward the new way which opens before 
me. 

MY VERY FLESH IS THE SEED-GROUND FOR A NEW 
LIFE, FREE FROM BONDAGE TC TIME AND SPACE. 

TWENTY-FIRST DAY: Use only the Pattern. 

TWENTY-SECOND DAY: Keys 1, 2, 3. 

I am not deceived by the manifold illu- 
sions of sensation. I remember continually 
that these appearances are but reflections of 
a Single Reality, My subconsciousness, by 
its power of deductive reasoning, develops 
the seed of right observation into a rich 
harvest of wisdom, 

ALERT AND CONCENTRATED, I SEE CLEARLY, 
MAKE CLEAR AND DEFINITE MEMORY RECORDS OF 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 

A MONTH OF TAROT PRACTICE 10 

EXPERIENCE, AND THUS COLLECT MATERIAL FOR THE 
GROWTH OF TRUE UNDERSTANDING. 

TWENTY-THIRD DAY* Keys 4, 5, 6. 

The empire of the Universal Order includes 
the little province of my personal existence. 
All experience teaches me the perfection of 
the Great Plan. Consciously and subcon- 
sciously, I respond to the perfect Y/isdcja 
■which rules all creation. 

THROUGH ME THE ONE LIFE ESTABLISHES ORDER, 
REVEALS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF EVERY PHASE OF 
MANIFESTATION, RIGHTLY DISPOSES ALL THINGS. 

TWENTY-FOURTH DAYj Keys 7, 8, 9. 

The One Life lives through me. Its vital 
fire pervades my being. Its unfailing Will 
sustains ms continually, 

TEE MASTER PRINCIPLE OF THE UNIVERSE, 
DWELLING IN MY HEART, PURIFIES AND PERFECTS 
ME, AND LEADS ME TO THE HEIGHTS OF UNION WITH 
ITSELF. 


TWENTY-FIFTH DAY: Keys 10, 11, 12, 

The revolutions of circumstance in the 
outer world are manifestations of the One 
Power seated in my heart. That P carer main- 
tains its perfect equilibrium through all 
these sequences of cause and effect. My per- 
sonal activities have no existence apart from 
that Power, 

THE YsHEEL OF LIFE REVOLVES ROUND THE CEN- 
TER OF PURE SPIRIT, PRESENT EVERYWHERE, AND 
THEREFORE CENTERED IN MY HEART. THIS UNMOVED 
MOVER OF ALL CREATION IS MY UNFAILING STAY. 
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TWENTY-SIXTH DAY: Keys 13, 14, 15. 

Out of the darlmess of the unknown comes the 
power 'which sets me free. The Way of Libera- 
tion stands open and free. I face this day’s 
tests with joyful heart. 

AS I DIE TO THE OLD PERSONALITY, FULL OF 
DELUSION, AND FACE THE UNKNOWN FUTURE BRAVELY, 
CONFIDENT OF SUPPLY FOR EVERY NEED, MY FEARS 
DISSOLVE IN 'THE CLEAR SUNLIGHT OF RIGHT UNDER- 
STANDING. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH DAY: Keys 16, 17, 18. 

Let others imprison themselves in their 
towers of false knowledge. I will be free 2 
Let others dread the workings .of our Mother Na- 
ture. I will iove all her ways 2 Let others be 
. servants of the body -which they hate, because 
they are its slaves. I will make it my servant 
and *love it for its faithfulness in responding 
to my commands J 

RENOUNCING EVERY ERROR, I SEEK TO GRGW IN 
KNOWLEDGE OF TRUTH, AND L GRK TO MAKE MY FLESH 
AND BLOOD A GLORIOUS EMBODIMENT OF LIFE ETER- 
NAL. 

TWENTY-EIGHTH- DAY: Use only the Pattern today. 

You are now ready to check your progress by 
means of the Proficiency Test, given in the two 
pages f ollowing. This will help you summarize 
clearly the results of your work with TAROT 
FUNDAMENTALS. It mil also focus all your for- 
ces for the fascinating use of Tarot taught in 
the next course, TAROT INTERPRETATION. Send us 
your replies to the Proficiency Test. 


TAROT FUNDAMENTALS 


PROFICIENCY TES1 

In answer ing these questions, write on one 
side only of letter-size sheets (Sgr x 11), 
put your name and address at the top of the 
first page, and number each answer to corre- 
spond to the questions. Do not copy the ques- 
tions, Make your answers brief. 

l a How does Tarot evoke thought? 

2. What statement in THE PATTERN ON THE 
TRE3TLEB0ARD means most to you? Which seems 
most difficult? 

5, Which number from 0 to 9 seems most im- 
portant to you? 'Which of the 22 Keys is your 
favorite? 

4, What is magic? 

5, How does one tap the Universal Memory? 

6. What is the significance of the number 
Five and of the Pentagram, as symbols of man? 

7, What do you understand by the Hexagram, 
or six-pointed star? 

8. As symbols of consciousness, what are 
Sulphur, Salt and Mercury? 

9. What is the occult teaching about water 
as substance? 

10. What is the occult meaning of the 
Hebrew noun translated ’’wrath"? 
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11. What is the activity of the liberating 
aspect of the force symbolized by Key 152 

12. YJhy are the Yods in Key 16 suspended in 
the air? 

13. Yihy does the woman in Key 17 rest her 
foot on the surface of the pool? 

14. Upon what fundamental condition does 
the achievement of y'our purpose depend? 

15> What is the significance of the saying, 
" Os iris is a black god”? 

16. What is the goal of the Great Work? 

17. After careful study of the lessons, and 
of the tables in HIGHLIGHTS, construct from 
memory the Cube of Space. Use two diagrams, 
and show the following attributions: 

1. Directions, 

2. Tarot Keys, by name. 

3. Letters of the Hebrew alphabet. 

4. The various ’’Intelligences.” 

5. Alphabetical numeral values (not num- 
bers cf Keys). 

6. Astrological symbols. 

7. Symbols of elements, 

Belov/ your diagrams write a short paragraph 
giving your idea of the manner in which this 
Cube helps interpret life by means of Tarot. 



